Contributors

Dr Jessica Horton is a settler historian who grew up on Yuin Country and lives
in Narrm, Wurundjeri Country. Jessica teaches at the Monash Indigenous Studies
Centre, Melbourne. Her research has focused on Aboriginal people’s letter writing,
political activism and First World War experience.

Rob Hudson is a Kurnai Monero Ngarigo man and the cultural manager of the
Krowathunkooloong Keeping Place. He has been raised in the knowledge of and
worked for decades with cultural heritage. He was a research fellow at the State Library
of Victoria (2019-21) and co-authored Self-Determined First Nations Museums and
Colonial Contestation: The Keeping Place (Routledge, 2022).

Dr Beth Marsden is a white settler historian living and working on Wurundjeri
Country. She is a research fellow at La Trobe University and the University of
Melbourne. Her research interests include First Nations histories, especially education
and political activism, and critical archival methodologies.

Laura McBride is a Wailwan and Kooma woman and director, First Nations, at the
Australian Museum. Laura leads the First Nations strategic direction and operations
as well as the museum’s extensive Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander cultural and
archaceology collections, and Pasifika cultural collections. Laura’s vision centres on
prioritising and amplifying First Nations voices so that First Nations communities
represent themselves and their cultures within the museum. Lauras academic
qualifications include a Bachelor of Arts (University of Sydney) conferred in 2008
(double major in psychology and Australian Indigenous studies), and Master of
Aboriginal Education (University of Technology Sydney) conferred in 2012.

Dr Crystal McKinnon is an Amangu Yamatji academic and community organiser
who lives and works on Kulin Nation Country. She is an associate professor in
history, law and justice at the University of Melbourne. Her research work has looked
at Indigenous histories and politics, with particular interest in sovereignty, law and
justice, political activism, resistance and social movements. She is a member of the

Warriors of Aboriginal Resistance (WAR Victoria), and is a board member of Pay
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the Rent, the Victorian Aboriginal Legal Service, Koorie Pride Victoria and Justice
Connect. She also sits on the steering committees of the Dhadjowa Foundation and
the Law and Advocacy Centre for Women.

Professor Heidi Norman is an associate dean (Indigenous) in the Faculty of Arts and
Social Sciences at University of Technology Sydney and a descendant of the Gomeroi
people from north-western New South Wales. Her research has included a history
of the NSW Annual Aboriginal Rugby League Knockout, the social and economic
impact of mining in relation to Gomeroi lands, and a study of economic change over
time and its relationship to Aboriginal lives in cities. In 2015, she published her book
What Do We Want? A Political History of Aboriginal Land Rights in NSW, the first-ever
study of land rights in NSW.

Dr Aunty Doris Paton is a Gunai Elder and educator living and working in
Gippsland, Victoria. Doris Paton has a PhD in philosophy (education), a Master of
Education (Aboriginal education), a Graduate Diploma of Education (secondary)
and a Bachelor of Arts (social science). Doris is chair of CEAHEG, the Centre of
Excellence for Aboriginal Health in East Gippsland Ltd, an organisation of Elders
and community members working to promote health careers to Aboriginal young
people in East Gippsland. Doris’s role in reclamation and revival of Aboriginal
languages includes office bearer for the Victorian Aboriginal Corporation for
Languages; Woolum Bellum (KODE) School in the development of the ‘Nambur
Ganai’ CD; curriculum development and assessment framework for the Victorian
Qualifications Authority and Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority—
accredited ‘Indigenous Languages of Victoria’; and executive roles on the Federation
of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Island Corporation of Languages, focused on the
protection and preservation of Indigenous languages and cultures across Australia.

Dr Anne Maree Payne is a senior lecturer in Indigenous studies at the Centre for
the Advancement of Indigenous Knowledges, University of Technology Sydney.
A non-Indigenous historian with significant professional experience in human rights,
her current research interests focus on engaging non-Indigenous Australians with
Aboriginal history and truth-telling. Her book Stolen Motherhood: Aboriginal Mothers
and Child Removal in the Stolen Generations Era was published in June 2021.

Dr Ben Silverstein is a postdoctoral research fellow in history and lecturer
in Indigenous studies at The Australian National University. He has researched in
colonial and Indigenous histories, engaging questions of race and settler colonialism
as well as contests over sovereignties and colonial government. He is currently working
in the Research Centre for Deep History, on Ngunnawal and Ngambri Country.

Dr Mariko Smith is a Yuin woman with Japanese heritage. She is the First Nations
collections and engagement manager at the Australian Museum and an honorary
associate at the University of Sydney. She undertakes an interdisciplinary practice
encompassing museology, contemporary art, visual sociology, research methodology
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and history. Mariko specialises in Aboriginal cultural heritage, community-based
cultural resurgence projects, and incorporating Indigenous ways of knowing
into museum and artistic practices. She has a PhD from the University of Sydney
(Department of Sociology and Social Policy) about the cultural resurgence of
Aboriginal tied-bark canoe making in south-eastern Aboriginal communities.

Dr Shannon Woodcock is a white historian specialising in violence and genocide
studies. They have lived on Gunai Kurnai Country since 2017, working under
the direction of Rob Hudson at the Krowathunkooloong Keeping Place. They
co-authored Self-Determined First Nations Museums and Colonial Contestation:
The Keeping Place (Routledge, 2022) and currently work for the Atlantic Fellows for
Social Equity academic program at the University of Melbourne.
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