Contributors

Sucharita Adluri is an associate professor of Asian religions in the
Department of Philosophy and Comparative Religion at Cleveland
State University. Trained in the history of religions at the University of
Pennsylvania, her work encompasses the social and religious history of the
Sanskrit intellectual and devotional traditions of South India. A focus of
her current research is the promulgation of the Visnu Purina, textually and
performatively.

Christopher Austin completed his PhD at McMaster University in
Hamilton, Ontario, and is an associate professor of religious studies in the
Department of Classics at Dalhousie University in Halifax, Nova Scotia,
where he teaches widely across all major religious traditions of South and East
Asia. His principal areas of research are in the Sanskrit epic Mahabharata
and particularly its supplement, the Harivamsa, the biographical traditions
of Krsna’s life, his son Pradyumna and early Vaisnavism.

Greg Bailey, formerly reader in Sanskrit, is an honorary research fellow in
the School of Linguistics and Culture at La Trobe University, Melbourne.
He has published translations and studies of the Ganesa Purina, Bhartrhari’s
Sﬂtﬂ/mtmyﬂm, books on early Buddhism and Australian politics and many
articles on Sanskrit literature. He has also published two novels, one of which
was on early Buddhism.

Raj Balkaran is a self-employed scholar of Sanskrit narrative texts, focusing
on the Devi Mabatmya, the Markandeya Purana and the epics. He is the
author of The Goddess and the King in Indian Myth (Routledge 2019), The
Goddess and the Sun in Indian Myth (Routledge 2020), The Stories behind
the Poses (Leaping Hare Press 2022), and a number of chapters and journal
articles. He teaches online courses at the Oxford Centre for Hindu Studies
and hosts the New Books in Indian Religions podcast. See rajbalkaran.com for
more information.
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Sudha Berry is a corporate lawyer and independent scholar with an abiding
passion for the Indian epics, particularly the Mahibharata. She was trained
at the University of Toronto and the School of Oriental and African Studies,
University of London. Her research employs literary analysis to uncover
thematic relationships related to the depiction of nature. Her MA thesis,
‘Sacred wilderness of resources’, examined the role of the wilderness in the
Aranyakaparvan. This was further explored in her paper ‘Mountains in the
Aranyakaparvan of the Mahabharata’. She is currently working on expanding
her study of the character of Bhima, first presented in this volume.

Brian Black received his MA and PhD at SOAS University of London
and is a lecturer in the Department of Politics, Philosophy and Religion
at Lancaster University. His research interests include Indian religion and
philosophy, comparative philosophy, the use of dialogue in Indian religious
and philosophical texts, and Hindu and Buddhist ethics. He is author of the
books The Character of the Self in Ancient India: Priests, Kings, and Women
in the Early Upanisads (SUNY, 2008) and In Dialogue with the Mahabharata
(Routledge, 2020).

Adam Bowles is an associate professor in Asian religions at the University
of Queensland. He has published three volumes about the Mabdibharata,
two of which are translations of the Karnaparvan published with the Clay
Sanskrit Library (2006, 2008). The other, Dharma, Disorder and the Political
in Ancient India: The Apaddbarmaparvan of the Mahabbarata (Brill, 2007),
is a study of one of the didactic corpora belonging to the Santiparvan. He has
also edited, with Simon Brodbeck and Alf Hiltebeitel, The Churning of the
Epics and Puranas (Dev Publishers, 2018). His most recent publication is
‘The Grhastha in the Mahabharata’, which appeared in the volume edited
by Patrick Olivelle, Grhastha: The Householder in Ancient Indian Religions
Culture (Oxford University Press, 2019). While continuing to research
aspects of the Mahdabhdrata and early South Asian cultural history, he is also
working on a large project titled the ‘Queensland Atlas of Religion’.

Simon Brodbeck studied at Clare College, Cambridge, and SOAS University
of London. He has worked at the universities of Edinburgh and London and,
since 2008, at Cardiff University, where he is a reader in religious studies.
His books include Gender and Narrative in the Mahabbarata (co-edited
with Brian Black, Routledge, 2007), The Mahabbarata Patriline: Gender,
Culture, and the Royal Hereditary (Routledge, 2009) and Krishna’s Lineage:
The Harivamsha of Vydsas Mahbdibbarata, Translated from the Sanskrit
(Oxford University Press, 2019).
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Jonas Buchholz is a postdoctoral researcher at the research unit ‘Hindu
Temple Legends in South India’ at the Heidelberg Academy of Sciences and
Humanities. His research focuses on the Sanskrit and Tamil mythological
texts (sthalamahdtmyas/talapurinams) that deal with the Saiva temples of
the South Indian temple town of Kanchipuram. Other research interests
include the relationship between Tamil and Sanskrit literatures as well as
manuscript studies.

Brian Collins is the Drs Ram and Sushila Gawande Chair in Indian
Religion and Philosophy at Ohio University, where he is also the chair of the
Department of Classics and Religious Studies. He is the author of two books
on Hindu myth, The Head Beneath the Altar: Hindu Mythology and the
Critique of Sacrifice (Michigan State University Press, 2014) and The Other
Rama: Matricide and Varnicide in the Mythology of Parasurama (SUNY,
2020), and a book of intellectual biography, The Magic of the Combinatory
Mind: The Forgotten Life of 20th Century Austrian Polymath Robert Eisler
(Palgrave, 2021). He is the co-editor of a book on Indian horror films
called Bollywood Horrors: Religion, Violence, and Cinematic Fears in India
(Bloomsbury, 2020). He is working on a new book project entitled “The View
from the Killing Post: Toward a Global Victimology of Human Sacrifice’.

Eva De Clercq is as associate professor of Indian languages and cultures at
Ghent University in Belgium, where she teaches mainly Sanskrit, but also
Prakrit and Apabhramsha, religious traditions of India and South Asian
literature. She conducts research on premodern Indian literature, especially
in Apabhramsha. The second volume of ‘Life of Padma’, a translation
of the Jain Ramayana poem Paumacariu of Svayambhudeva, will soon be
published as part of the Murty Classical Library of India series by Harvard
University Press.

Nicolas Dejenne is a lecturer in Indian studies at the University Sorbonne
Nouvelle-Paris 3, France, and an associate researcher with the French
Institute of Pondicherry. After his PhD dissertation (in French), ‘From epic
Rima Jamadagnya to contemporary Parasurama: Representations of a hero
in India’, his prime field of study has remained Sanskrit epics and puranas
with a special interest in reinterpretations and uses of their characters and
episodes in specific cultural contexts (especially Western Maharashtra since
the early modern period and contemporary rewritings of the Parasurima
story). The history of Indian studies in Europe represents another main area
of research and teaching. He has co-edited special issues of Archiv Orientdlni
(vol. 86[2], 2018) and DESI: Diasporas: Etudes des Singularités Indiennes

XV



XVi

VISIONS AND REVISIONS IN SANSKRIT NARRATIVE

(vol. 4, 2019), and is the co-editor, with Anne Castaing and Claudine Le
Blanc, of the forthcoming Dictionnaire Encyclopédigue des Littératures de
UInde, a collective project involving more than 100 contributors.

Danielle Feller was born in Switzerland. After studying at the universities
of Lausanne (Switzerland) and Poona (India), she obtained her doctoral
degree in 2001 from the Department of South Asian Studies at the University
of Lausanne. Her PhD thesis was published by Motilal Banarsidass in
2004 as The Sanskrit Epics’ Representation of Vedic Myths. She has taught
Sanskrit at the University of Geneva and, since 2003, Indian religions and
Sanskrit at the University of Lausanne. Her main areas of interest and her
publications concern the Sanskrit epics and kavya literature.

James Marcel Hegarty is a professor of Sanskrit and Indian religions
at Cardiff University, Wales. He is fascinated by the history of religions in
South Asia. He has written on Hindu, Buddhist, Jain, Sikh and Christian
traditions in the region. In particular, he is interested in how religious texts,
and especially religious stories, are used by South Asians to communicate
and negotiate their understanding of themselves and the world around
them. This includes not just what we ordinarily associate with religion, such
as ideas of god or gods, or the nature of the good life, but also other forms
of knowledge, such as the way in which the past is understood, political
life and language itself. He is the author of Religion, Narrative and Public
Imagination in South Asia (Routledge, 2012), as well as numerous scholarly
articles on Sanskrit and vernacular religious texts and their role in South
Asian history and culture.

Angelika Malinar studied Indology and philosophy at the University of
Tiibingen, Germany, where she gained her PhD. She held positions at the
University of Tiibingen, Free University Berlin and SOAS University of
London. Since 2009, she has been a professor of Indology at the University
of Zurich. Key areas of her research are epic and puranic literature, the
interplay between literary forms and intellectual discourse in classical
and modern Indian literature and philosophy, and the formation and
institutionalisation of Hindu religious traditions in the past and present. Her
numerous publications include The Bhagavadgita: Doctrines and Contexts
(Cambridge University Press, 2009), Tzme in India: Concepts and Practices
(as editor, Manohar, 2007) and the multivolume Brill’s Encyclopedia of
Hinduism (co-editor).
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Shubha Pathak is an associate professor of philosophy and religion at
the American University, Washington, DC. She is a historian of religions
interpreting epic myths originating in Greece, India and Rome to illuminate
their paradigmatic pantheons and their authors’ creative understandings
of their places in the universe. Her monograph Divine Yet Human Epics:
Reflections of Poetic Rulers from Ancient Greece and India (Harvard
University Press, 2014) shows how divinity-favoured and divinity-favouring
bardic kings in the primary Greek and Sanskrit epics articulate and address
their respective audiences’ existential needs. Her edited volume Figuring
Religions: Comparing Ideas, Images, and Activities (SUNY Press, 2013)
demonstrates the methodological advances made by applying metaphor
and metonymy theories in comparative religious studies. A past chair of the
American Academy of Religion’s Hinduism Unit, she is a steering committee
member of AAR’s Mababharata and Classical Hinduism Seminar.

Laurie L. Patton is author or editor of 10 books and 60 articles on early
Indian religions and theory in the study of religion, including most recently
Who Owns Religion?Scholars and Their Publics in the Late Twentieth Century
(Chicago University Press, 2019). She is also the author of three books of
poetry and translator of the Bhagavadgita. Patton served as president of the
American Academy of Religion in 2019 and was elected to the American
Academy of Arts and Sciences in 2018 in two categories: philosophy and
religion, and educational leadership. She is a professor of religion and the
seventeenth (and first female) president of Middlebury College, in Vermont.
Previously, she was the Robert F. Durden Professor of Religion and the
dean of arts and sciences at Duke University, the Charles Howard Candler
Professor of Religions at Emory University, and an assistant professor of
religion at Bard College. She earned her PhD from the University of Chicago
in 1991.

Zuzana Spicovi studied Czech language and literature, comparative
literature and Indology (Sanskrit and Bangla) at Charles University, Prague.
She is finishing her PhD thesis, ““For Bhisma’s destruction”: Amba,
Sikhandini and Sikhandin in the Mahabharata’. In her research, which is
mostly connected to the Mahabharata and Bengali literature, she applies
narratological and comparative approaches to both ancient and modern texts.
She has presented various papers at conferences such as the World Sanskrit
Conference in Vancouver and Sanskrit Traditions in the Modern World in
Oxford, and translated some works of Saratchandra Chattopadhyay—most
notably, Debdas—into Czech.
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McComas Taylor is a reader in Sanskrit at The Australian National
University, Canberra. His research lies at the intersection of contemporary
critical theory and Sanskrit narrative texts, especially the genres of katha and
purana. He is interested in the sources of textual authority and the role text
plays in the production of ‘truth’. His writing explores the ways in which
texts become influential in society, shape discourse and are in turn shaped
by discourse. In Seven Days of Nectar (Oxford University Press, 2017), he
applied performance theory to explore contemporary oral renditions of the
Bhdgavata Purdna. His most recent book is a blank-verse rendering of
The Visnu Purana: Ancient Annals of the God with Lotus Eyes (ANU Press,
2021)—the first new English translation in nearly 200 years. Taylor is an
active member of the International Association of Sanskrit Studies and
was instrumental in bringing the Eighteenth World Sanskrit Conference to
Australia in 2023.
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