
xi

Preface

Sanskrit narrative is the lifeblood of Indian culture, encapsulating and 
perpetuating insights and values core to Indian thought and practice. 
Eclipsed by colonial preoccupation with philosophical treatises, these texts 
are finally beginning to receive the scholarly attention they deserve. The 
tide is turning in terms of ‘old-school slicing and dicing’ of these texts for 
philological and historicist aims. This volume showcases 18 of the foremost 
scholars across the globe, who accord these texts the integrity and dignity they 
deserve in an unprecedented collaboration. The last time this was attempted, 
on a much smaller scale, was a generation ago, with Purāṇa Perennis (1993). 
The  scholars  featured here broach a variety of Sanskrit narrative texts, 
employing novel methods and theory to meaningfully engage them. Given 
that the field has been shaped and driven by the efforts of the preeminent 
scholars showcased in this project, it is high time for this Visions and Revisions 
in Sanskrit Narrative volume. 
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