
221

Index

Note: Page numbers in italics indicate illustrations or maps. Page numbers with ‘n’ 
indicate footnotes.

administrative villages 16, 26, 74, 89, 
109, 115
see also Beian; Chenggu

adobe houses 61
Agricultural Bureau 31, 43n.16, 52
Agriculture Office 146
Anhui 1, 18, 20n.79, 28, 32, 36, 41, 

131, 149, 156, 161–62, 184
birthplace of land decollectivisation 

43
moderately industrialised 66
scientific plan for redevelopment 

67–68
social mobilisation 159

authoritarian villages 105
autonomy 2, 8, 9n.39, 155, 157–58, 

174, 185, 190, 195, 198
see also discretion

backwardness 78, 86, 93, 94, 95, 156, 
171, 177, 185
see also modernity; modernisation; 

old-fashioned values/thinking
Beian

administrative villages 37, 57, 62, 
68, 90, 118–20, 139, 140n.26, 
142, 147, 178, 196

average incomes 40–41, 44, 55, 
57, 119

GDP 40, 40n.10, 54

hamlets 38, 57, 68, 79–80, 117, 
119–23, 139–43, 147, 149, 
152, 196

no list of targets for demonstration 
villages 116, 168

out-migration 42, 42n.14
population overview 36–37, 40
study tour to Korea 131
subsidies 43n.16, 115, 118–19, 

124–25, 128–29, 141, 149
see also collective income; 

demonstration villages; 
industrialisation; inequality; 
subsidies; urbanisation

better off villages 66, 143, 148, 151–53, 
158, 163, 172–75, 180–81, 184, 
192–93, 197
see also poor villages

biogas pits 20, 91, 92, 92n.35, 93, 
108, 112n.20, 121, 179

birth control 82, 107
see also family planning

BNSC offices 101, 101n.2, 102, 109, 
115, 139n.25, 143, 146, 148

Building a New Socialist Countryside
catalyst 66
guiding principles 100, 125, 158, 

163
local conditions 3, 100, 106, 

108–9, 114, 117, 138, 155, 
163, 172, 216



REDEVELOPING CHINA’S VILLAGES IN THE TWENTY-FIRST CENTURY

222

main goal/s 9, 29, 44, 60, 77, 78, 
150, 179, 181, 193

vision 21–25
see also Chinese Communist Party, 

first national directive; BNSC 
offices

buses 35, 36, 53, 82, 166, 178

cadres 17, 83, 156, 185n.2, 220
corruption 4
excellent 136
supportive 109, 109n.15, 110, 

110n.17, 142
see also cadre evaluation system

cadre evaluation system 9, 9n.39, 76, 
78n.21, 84, 140n.27, 187

cars 53, 83, 154
Central Committee’s Policy Research 

Office 131
Central Office of Rural Works 131
centralisation 154, 155, 156
chain of command 7n.25, 155, 157, 

160
top-down chain of command 7, 

155, 174
Chenggu

administrative villages 38, 53, 
80–82, 165

average income 39, 44, 45, 47, 48, 
49, 52, 95, 152

county seat 35, 36, 38–39, 45, 
46–47, 49, 53, 58, 62, 171

environmental pollution 44, 46
GDP 18, 39, 40n.10, 45–47, 104, 

147, 169
government compound 35, 39
household registration 36–38, 

37n.5, 49 
population overview 36–38, 49–50
residential patterns 70–71
study tour to Korea 131
subsidies 76–77, 97, 112–14, 

126–27, 149–50, 152–53
tourism 39, 46, 197

see also collective income; 
demonstration villages; 
industrialisation; inequality; 
urbanisation

Chinese Communist Party 1–21, 27, 
73, 103, 108, 118, 128, 131–34, 
137, 143, 194n.12
first national directive 21, 21n.83, 

100, 106, 116
see also National Congress of the 

Communist Party of China
Civil Affairs Bureau 76, 127
coal 63
coercion 83, 85, 187, 189, 190
collective income 17–18, 57–60, 77, 

183
Beian 79, 117, 128, 149
Chenggu 57–58, 107, 127, 149, 

153, 162, 165–66, 168, 
172–73, 183

see also inequality
commandism 4, 9, 10, 33, 156, 157, 

174, 182, 187–89, 192, 198
commercialisation 58, 197

see also industrialisation; 
urbanisation

compensation 4, 77, 78, 86, 183, 218
Construction Bureau 68, 77
corruption 4, 5, 102, 126
croquet courts 65, 81, 91, 107, 111, 

112, 113, 127

Dazhai 134
decentralisation 23, 73, 88, 154, 155, 

179
decentralised experimentation 137, 

138, 145, 148, 181
demonstration villages 106, 109, 

115–16, 131–60, 168, 172–75, 
181, 184, 192, 196
Beian 139–44
Chenggu 144–47
criteria for inspection (Beian) 

120–23, 125



223

INDEX

key indicators for redevelopment 
(Chenggu) 109–10, 116, 126, 
146, 149–50, 183

prefectural inspection 84, 110, 
112, 146, 164, 168, 172–74, 
180

prefectural list of targets 106–10, 
126, 144–46, 149–50, 164, 
166, 168

prioritisation 9, 29, 99, 132, 142, 
144, 151–54, 181, 184, 194

selection 139, 142, 148, 154, 156, 
159, 181

discretion 3–4, 82, 108, 110, 114, 
126, 155–59, 172–74, 183–86
concept 2, 185
limits 10, 13
modus operandi (how/why policies 

are implemented) 2–3, 33, 179, 
190–92, 198

selective policy implementation 2, 
33, 156, 192

see also autonomy
disparity

economic 4, 13, 57, 169, 175, 181
rural–urban 1, 12, 16, 19, 57, 67, 

189, 194
social/general 2, 18–19, 22, 29, 73, 

150, 154, 158, 177, 179, 189, 
193, 197–98

see also inequality
drinking water 16, 17n.73, 26, 44, 

44n.18, 120, 140n.26, 217

eco-tourism 197
education 11n.45, 14, 15, 20, 23, 25, 

107, 189, 194n.12
electricity 15, 16, 68, 91, 92, 107, 

108, 111, 111n.19, 216
exemplary society

demonstration sites 136–38
models 133–35
non-models 135–36

family planning 49, 73, 107, 122, 136, 
140, 140n.27, 144, 145, 188

farmers 12, 14, 20, 20n.79, 41, 
84n.29, 195

Financial Bureau 115
focal points 143
footpaths 81, 89, 90

garbage collection/disposal 17, 63, 64, 
92, 94, 107, 121, 165, 167, 179, 
216, 217

GDP, China 11, 18
see also Beian; Chenggu

General Office of the CCP Central 
Committee 73n.5, 74n.8, 75n.11, 
75n.15

General Office of the State Council 
73n.5, 74n.8, 75n.11, 75n.15

grassroots officials 76, 106, 117, 
154–60, 163, 168, 174, 177, 179, 
184–93, 198

hamlets, see Beian
Han (people) 28
health clinics 11n.45, 15, 60, 62, 122, 

194n.12, 218
healthcare 15, 17, 20, 23, 25, 108, 189
Hefei 28, 36, 39
hierarchical political system 4, 33, 100, 

106, 126, 149, 158, 160, 183, 187, 
193

home loans 84–85
see also mortgages

household registration
distinction between agricultural 

and non-agricultural 37, 37n.5
Housing and Urban-Rural 

Development Office 68
Hu Jintao 21, 22, 35n.1
Hubei 21n.85, 36

industrialisation 18, 22, 24, 39, 43, 
74, 104, 171, 195, 197
Beian 54–55, 116



REDEVELOPING CHINA’S VILLAGES IN THE TWENTY-FIRST CENTURY

224

Chenggu 44–46, 48, 55–56, 58, 86
inequality 11–16, 32, 44–45, 67, 

169–70, 172, 175, 181, 197
Beian 54–57
Chenggu 45–54
collective income 57–60
expansion/increase 4, 44, 66, 150, 

177
living environment 60–64
political threat 13n.49
reduction/decrease 1–2, 9, 24, 29, 

150, 158, 179, 181, 189, 193, 
198

role of location 19n.76
sub-county level 18–19, 29–30, 66
sub-national level 16–19
see also disparity

institutional obstacles 33, 154–75
internal yards 63, 83n.26, 85, 87, 88

Jiangsu 17n.72, 17n.73, 75, 76n.16
Jinan 28

Korean model 132
see also South Korean village 

redevelopment movement

land grabbing 77n.20
Land Management Law 19
Law on Urban and Rural Planning 

67n.2, 127
leading groups 27, 100–02, 101n.1, 

118, 123–25, 164, 188
Li Keqiang 27, 194
livestock near houses 62, 63, 85, 88, 

93, 121, 217
living environment 

improvement 82, 85, 109, 171, 
179, 196, 216

inequality 60–64, 67
modernisation 73, 75, 79, 178, 

181–82
local/regional authority 7, 154, 174

medical, see healthcare; medical 
insurance; New Rural Cooperative 
Medical Scheme

medical insurance 20, 82, 107, 113, 
122, 165, 166, 218

merging villages 27, 70, 80, 82, 83, 
94, 127, 128, 178, 182

Middle Hill 29, 95–96
migrant workers 42, 42n.14, 45, 50, 

55, 75, 78
Ministry of Agriculture 20, 138, 

138n.23, 194n.13
Ministry of Civil Affairs 20, 73, 

75–76, 182, 195n.19, 196
Ministry of Construction 131
Ministry of Finance 20, 131
Ministry of Land and Resources 74, 

74n.7
Ministry of Water Resources 16n.70
modernisation

agricultural 76, 95, 215
China’s project 24, 177–78

modernity 73, 78, 86, 95
see also backwardness; 

modernisation
mortgages 84, 84n.29
motorcycles 53, 95
multigenerational living 61, 87
multistorey apartments/buildings 40, 

70–71, 75–76, 80, 82–83, 87, 153, 
178, 180, 182, 197

National Congress of the Communist 
Party of China 12, 20, 21, 27, 73

New Rural Cooperative Medical 
Scheme 17, 20

New Rural Social Pension Insurance 
Scheme 26

nursing homes 97, 108, 112n.20

Office for Outside Relations 31, 109
Office of Rural Works 109
old-fashioned values/thinking 73, 103, 

177
see also backwardness



225

INDEX

Organic Law of the Villagers 
Committees 19, 105

out-migration 41, 42, 42n.14, 65, 
65n.31, 73, 75, 95, 173, 183

paved footpaths, see footpaths
paved roads, see roads
People’s Bank 131
political obedience 9, 140
politics of command, see commandism
politics of duplication 106, 183
poor economic conditions 108, 144, 

196
poor households/families 14, 17, 20, 

25
poor living conditions/environments 

62, 64–66, 79
poor rural areas 11n.45, 13, 26, 96, 

194n.12, 197
poor townships 30, 46, 52, 53, 55, 56, 

95, 104, 153, 189
poor villages 30, 31, 143, 149, 151, 

158, 162, 163, 168, 174, 177
positive spirit 118, 119, 124, 125, 

126, 132, 134, 140, 141
poverty 11, 11n.45, 15, 17n.72, 56, 

194, 194n.12
premises permits 84
primary school 20n.81, 60, 62, 

62n.29, 107, 141
principal–agent model 8, 8n.36, 10, 

11, 193
public transport 53, 82, 112n.20

see also buses

Qingdao 29, 170, 197, 198, 198n.24

reading rooms 62, 92, 107, 113
residential communities 27, 71, 72, 

77, 81, 89, 92, 92n.36, 127, 178, 
182, 216

retirement homes 87, 93
roads

dirt 61, 62, 89, 90

paved 1, 53, 88–91, 112, 113, 
115, 118, 140n.26, 153, 162, 
178–79

rubbish, see garbage collection/disposal
running water 16, 17, 60, 91, 107, 

111, 113, 120, 165, 166
installation 1, 92, 118, 162, 179

rural communities 3, 27, 29, 30, 32, 
171, 187, 195, 217
disparities 16, 45, 49, 52, 54, 55, 

57, 59, 60, 154
new construction 70–78, 80–81, 

80n.23, 95, 127, 178, 180–83, 
196–97

self-reliance 19, 23
transition 83, 85, 94

Rural Land Contract Law 19, 20n.79
Rural Tax and Fee Reform 20, 21n.85

Saemaul Movement, see South Korean 
village redevelopment movement

‘scientific’ news 111
‘scientific’ plans 67, 102, 112n. 20, 

127, 153, 165 
self-reliance 19, 23, 134
service centres 26, 82, 113, 195, 

195n.19
Shandong 1, 28, 29, 32, 35, 76, 115, 

126, 164, 174, 197
concentration of industry 59
extreme disparity 18, 169–70
large-scale communities 75
scientific plan for redevelopment 

67
social mobilisation 159

South Field 29, 197, 198
South Korea 131, 132n.2
South Korean village redevelopment 

movement 131, 159
spirit, see positive spirit
standardisation 110–14, 126, 180, 183
Statistics Bureau 41
strategic agency 9, 157n.17



REDEVELOPING CHINA’S VILLAGES IN THE TWENTY-FIRST CENTURY

226

subsidies
allocation 112–19, 126, 161–63, 

179, 180, 189, 189n.8 
provincial 141, 149, 162, 183
see also Beian; Chenggu

supermarkets 92, 92n.36, 109, 
110n.16, 218

television rooms, communal 92
the threes and the fives 171
three-isations 194, 195
three rurals 21, 21n.84, 27
toilets 15, 60, 63, 91, 92, 113, 121, 

179, 217
Tourist Bureau 39
townhouses 70, 79, 83, 162, 182
township plans 68, 103–5, 110, 123
traditional rural housing 76, 85, 87, 

177
Transportation Bureau 89

urbanisation 24, 24n.96, 40, 75, 
75n.14, 165, 171, 194, 195, 197

village plans 67–70, 79, 112n.20,120, 
127, 128, 153, 165, 167, 216       

villager consent 127–28, 154
villager small group/collective 84

water, see drinking water; running 
water

Wen Jiabao 65
Wuhan 36, 39 

Xi Jinping 27, 194, 194n.17

young people 37, 40–43, 42n.14, 50, 
53, 65, 78, 88, 95, 122

Zhao Shukai 157, 157n.15, 160
Zheng Xinli 131



This text is taken from Redeveloping China’s Villages in the Twenty-First 
Century: The Dilemmas of Policy Implementation, by Lior Rosenberg, 
published 2024 by ANU Press, The Australian National University, 

Canberra, Australia.


