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Editorial
Ruby Ekkel and Matthew Cunneen

The ANU Historical Journal II strives to provide an inclusive platform 
in  which undergraduate and postgraduate writers can publish high-
quality, peer reviewed work alongside early career researchers and field-
leading academics. Mentoring emerging scholars has remained core to the 
journal’s raison d’etre, and it is part of what makes editing the ANUHJ II 
so rewarding. In 2023, four years since the journal was relaunched by 
Emily Gallagher, we present a collection of six articles, one lecture and six 
reviews that we hope do justice to the journal’s commitment to excellent 
scholarship, mentorship and collaboration. The work published in this issue 
was produced in a country still very much grappling with the effects of 
the COVID-19 pandemic, affecting capacities to travel, conduct archival 
research and access research material. As these talented authors demonstrate, 
this barrier did not prove insurmountable to their work.

Although the journal has a broad remit, contributors to the fourth issue 
share an interest in Australian history, especially in relation to violence, death 
and environments. One of the strengths of these articles when considered 
together is their fine-grained attention to regional Australian locales. Broad 
and urgent historical questions, which have taken on new prominence 
in and beyond the Australian historical discipline, are elucidated and 
complicated by detailed and thoughtfully contextualised studies of local 
places and communities in Queensland, New South Wales and Victoria. 
In  several instances, the authors’ own experience and knowledge of local 
spaces enrich their analysis in thought-provoking ways.

In her article on the 1857 Hornet Bank massacre, Zoe Smith argues that 
both the rape of Indigenous women by white settlers that catalysed the 
massacre, and the subsequent indiscriminate physical violence deployed 
by  the same settlers against the Yiman as a form of retributive violence 
following the events at Hornet Bank, served to assert the violent white 
masculinity characteristic of the colonial frontier. Nicole Don’s article 
delves into the lives of intellectually disabled children who were admitted 
to Newcastle Hospital for Imbeciles and Idiots between 1871 and 1887. 
Empathetically and analytically, she studies the ways in which children 
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were sorted into the categories of ‘idiot’ or ‘imbecile’, drawing attention 
to the apparent randomness of these designations. Smith and Don share a 
critical awareness of the grave implications of the categorisation of groups 
of people, whether by white frontier pastoralists, journalists or hospital staff.

Several of the articles shed light on issues of memorialisation and 
commemoration, particularly questions of legacy and the formation and 
expression of identity. In their articles, Timothy Adams and Kerry Bunker 
take us to the New South Wales cemeteries of Queanbeyan and Berrima. 
Conducting a sample analysis of graves from four religious denominations 
in Riverside Cemetery across roughly a century, Adams investigates the ways 
that graves served as a means for local communities to formulate and express 
individual and familial identity and legacy. This, he argues, makes them 
an invaluable archive for community history, which itself provides insight 
into broader regional and national histories. Bunker similarly undertakes 
a case study of Berrima General Cemetery to consider how a community’s 
emotions and attitudes towards death and dying have changed over 
time. In considering the shifting influences of nineteenth-century British 
burial attitudes imported to Berrima, the two world wars and the rise of 
secularisation over the last two centuries, Bunker demonstrates that Berrima’s 
commemorations reflect a general progression in emphasis on death and 
dying that mirrored the development of the broader Anglo-Australian 
community but failed to exhibit the societal and religious hierarchy of other 
communities. Also dealing with the commemoration of death and dying, 
though in quite a different context, is Jareef Ahmed. In his article, Ahmed 
explores how the Australian War Memorial engages visitors in its exhibit 
commemorating Australia’s participation in the Kokoda campaign during 
World War II. In outlining the limitations and successes of the individual 
exhibit, he argues more broadly for the need for discursive museological 
spaces that facilitate education and critical historical inquiry about war.

Deane McLennan contributes an environmental history of the Eagle 
Farm, Serpentine and Nudgee areas of Brisbane between 1923 and 2023. 
Given the devastating floods that battered Queensland residents in the 
last two years, this is a timely articulation of how urbanisation without 
sufficient consideration of environmental realities and the demands of flood 
mitigation can lead to disaster. On the subject of environmental history, we 
are also privileged to publish the inaugural Robin–Griffiths Environmental 
History Lecture, instituted at The Australian National University by the 
School of History’s Centre for Environmental History and delivered by 
Katie Holmes in December 2022. Her lecture, entitled ‘About the Birds 
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and the Trees: Reading Robin and Griffiths and Writing Environmental 
History’, recognises the pathbreaking work of Libby Robin and Tom 
Griffiths in cultivating Australian environmental history as a discipline and 
as a scholarly community. She draws on both scholars’ insights to illuminate 
the contested settler history of Hattah Lakes National Park, in a rich story of 
birds, trees and the changing ecological sensibilities of the ‘passionate white 
men’ who engaged with them.

Complementing these articles are thoughtful reviews by historians Hannah 
Baxter, Joshua Black, Eleanor List, Michèle Horne and Romain Fathi, 
who have cast a critical eye on a wide range of new work, encompassing 
Australian, global, military, political and disciplinary history. Finally, Ann 
McGrath, Mike Jones, Amy Way and Ben Silverstein joined Ruby Ekkel in 
crafting a conversation-style review of ‘Marking Country: Mapping Deep 
History’, a digital mapping project presented by the Research Centre for 
Deep History. They reflect on their efforts to reshape narratives of Australian 
history through new forms of historical mapping driven by Indigenous 
knowledges of time and place that ‘speak back’ to entrenched European 
cartographic and temporal norms. Alongside the Robin–Griffiths lecture, 
this piece speaks to the contributions of the research centres in the School of 
History, and to the rich range of ways in which history can be meaningfully 
communicated.

In the sometimes-challenging process of editing a journal, we have been 
buoyed by the enthusiasm and thoughtfulness of these contributors. 
The  following acknowledgments go into further detail about the broader 
community of scholars to whom we are indebted, but first we want to 
thank our talented and committed associate editors, Zoe Smith and Matilda 
Hatcher. It has been a highly collaborative effort to bring this issue to 
fruition, and we are all honoured to be presenting the fourth issue of the 
ANU Historical Journal II.
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