GRASSROOTS LAW IN
PAPUA NEW GUINEA






GRASSROOTS LAW IN
PAPUA NEW GUINEA

EDITED BY MELISSA DEMIAN

OOOOOOOOOOOO
OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO




-] Australian
‘4\\' National

=~ University
ANU PRESS
Published by ANU Press

The Australian National University
Canberra ACT 2600, Australia
Email: anupress@anu.edu.au

Available to download for free at press.anu.edu.au

ISBN (print): 9781760466114
ISBN (online): 9781760466121

WorldCat (print): 1397089446
WorldCat (online): 1397089079

DOI: 10.22459/GLPNG.2023

This title is published under a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-
NoDerivatives 4.0 International (CC BY-NC-ND 4.0) licence.

The full licence terms are available at
creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/legalcode

Cover design and layout by ANU Press. Cover photograph by Melissa Demian.

This book is published under the aegis of the Anthropology in Pacific and Asian Studies
editorial board of ANU Press.

This edition © 2023 ANU Press


http://press.anu.edu.au
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/legalcode
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/legalcode

Contents

Acknowledgements Vii

Introduction: The magic of the court 1
Melissa Demian

Part I: Village courts and non-courts in action

1. Legal consciousness and the predicament of village courts
in a ‘weak state”: Internalisation of external authority in the
New Guinea Highlands 23
Hiroki Fukagawa

2. Following an adultery case beyond the court: The making
of legal consciousness in and around Nadzab Village Court,
Markham River Valley 45
Juliane Neuhaus

3. ‘Making kastam full’ in the Sepik: The Awim Village Court
as a spectral gift of shells 83
Tomi Bartole

4. Unmaking a village court: The invisible workings
of an alternative dispute forum 107
Eve Houghton

Part ll: The courts, the law and the Papua New Guinean state
5. Keeping the sky up: Papua New Guinea’s village courts

in the age of capacity building 131
Michael Goddard
6. Collapsing the scales of law 155

Melissa Demian
7. A system that allows people to say sorry: An interview

with Fiona Hukula 179
Transcribed and edited by Camila F. Marinelli and Melissa Demian
Contributors 195

Index 197



