Acknowledgements

The bulk of this book was written on the lands of the Wurundjeri people
of the Kulin Nation. I pay my respects to their elders, past and present.
Sovereignty was never ceded.

I would like to acknowledge the students that have made the difficult
decision to move away from their homes in the South Pacific for study.
Their stories are the backbone of, and the reason for, this study. I would
also like to thank all the alumni that I have spoken to over the course of this
project, who have shared their experiences with me. These conversations
have enriched this work and my own understanding.

This book started its life as a PhD thesis, supported by a scholarship
connected to the Australian Research Council-funded Discovery Project,
‘Australia’s foreign aid since 1945’. My continued thanks go to my
supervisor, David Lowe, for his guidance, support, understanding, empathy
and knowledge. Thanks also to Helen Gardner and Carolyn Holbrook,
who were excellent and supportive associate supervisors. Thanks also to my
excellent PhD examiners.

I am also indebted to the other historians of the Centre for Contemporary
Histories at Deakin. In particular, Sarah Pinto, Bart Ziino, Clare Corbould
and Jon Ritchie have provided advice and collegiality that is a wonderful
representation of possibilities of a supportive academic community. I was
also fortunate to test out many of the ideas of this book at conferences over
the years, and I am grateful for the interest, questions and comments that
many colleagues made.

I am grateful for the archivists at the National Archives of Australia, National
Archives of Fiji (NAF), the National Archives of Papua New Guinea and
the National Archives and Records Administration in the United States
of America. In particular, I would like to thank Amelia Waqamailau at
the NAF and Asena Dame, Emily Rasoqosoqo and Amaili Vakanawa at the

vii



viii

MANDATES AND MISSTEPS

NAF Library. I also appreciate the collegiality of staff at the University of the
South Pacific, especially Nic Halter. Thanks also go to staff at the Australian
High Commissions in Suva and Papua New Guinea who reaffirmed the
need for research like this.

To my ECR (Early Career Researcher) colleagues, Brad, Deb, Jacqui, Fiona,
Celeste and more, thank you so much for your support and encouragement,
and for tolerating my ramblings and enthusiasm with kindness. Thanks
to Matt Mawer, Joan Dassin and Anne Campbell for showing the global
potential of my research, to Jemma Purdey for encouraging me into this,
and to Joanne Barker for joining the scholarship research caper. To my
colleagues, mentors and friends in the international education world,
I hope to repay your support by translating this research into a broader
understanding of international education history in Australia.

Special acknowledgements and thanks go to my friends, who have
encouraged me in this madcap scheme from the beginning, consoling me
and celebrating with me throughout.

Finally, thank you to my family. To my parents, for showing us the world
as it is and the ways it can be better. To my sisters, Elly and Kate and their
families for their support, and special thanks to Elly for paving an academic
pathway (and for a place to stay in Canberra). To my kids, Adele and Quinn,
whose encouragement and curiosity fill me with joy and love. Thanks also

to the best office buddy, Grover. And to Peter, thank you.



This text is taken from Mandates and Missteps: Australian Government
Scholarships to the Pacific — 1948 to 2018, by Anna Kent, published 2024 by
ANU Press, The Australian National University, Canberra, Australia.



