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The 2023 volume of Lilith is the first to be produced under the Managing
Editorship of Alison Downham Moore, a global, medical, sexuality and
gender historian from Western Sydney University who took over in September
2022 from Alana Piper. While Lilith has always been open to contributors
from different world regions and authors working on any geographical or
temporal field of historical studies, this volume evinces an enrichment of
Lilith’s commitment to diversity and global scope, while still maintaining
its important base for emerging scholarship in Australian feminist historical
studies. The past year has seen the Li/ith Editorial Collective welcome several
new members who have contributed to this introduction and shepherded
the articles contained in this volume of the journal. We have also farewelled
others, including Rachel Caines, Brydie Kosmina, Lauren Samuelsson,
Jennifer Caligari, Kate Davison and Michelle Staff, whom we thank heartily
for their service. Moore’s editorial stewardship and the new collective bring
both a renewed commitment to encouraging underrepresented voices in
historical writing, including First Nations voices, providing additional
support for scholars with first languages other than English, and extending
a new experimental invitation to consider works of scholarship in novel
genres of writing for academic journals.

In this vein, Moore’s co-authored piece with Bridget Brooklyn, the ‘Review
Essay on Global and World Histories of Feminism and Gender Struggle’,
introduces one such form of unconventional genre to Lilith. Review essays
sit somewhere between a historiographic research article and a book review,
considering broadly the shape, central methodological concerns, and
evolving practices of a specific scholarly field, while also evaluating the
character and innovations of recent specific works published in the genre.
Unlike a historiographic research article, the review essay does not seek to
characterise the entire field comprehensively, nor primarily aim to make
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a specific theoretical intervention. Unlike a book review, it covers several
works of a similar kind, and like a research article, it is fully peer reviewed.
In the present example of the review essay genre, the authors discuss three
recent works which all engage innovatively with global or world history
methods in relation to gender struggle or feminism: Lucy Delap, Feminisms:
A Global History; Susan Kingsley Kent, Gender: A World History; and
Bonnie G. Smith and Nova Robinson (eds), 7he Routledge Global History
of Feminism.

Also in the field of international and intercultural histories are the articles
by Dagmar Wernitznig about gender in early twentieth-century world
diplomacy, by Sonia Mondal about Indian prostitution under British
colonialism, and by Geena Carlisle about the role of Maori women in
Aotearoa feminist movements and in relation to the global use of the
feminist ‘wave’ model of periodisation—a model also critically discussed
in Brooklyn and Moore’s ‘Review Essay’. These articles are a sign of Lilith’s
renewed interest in expansive histories, as they examine not only events
outside Australia but include a focus on the transnational and intercultural
entanglements and experiences of women in the past via globalisation,
colonialism and international organisations.

Dagmar Wernitznig’s article, ‘Wilson’s Ladies: Post-WWI Diplomacy
and Gender in the Alpine Region’ explores the dichotomous yet pivotal
roles of two women diplomats Vira B. Whitehouse and Sarah Wambaugh
during the interwar period, considering their general insights and foreign
policy approaches during the formation of the League of Nations. This
was a significant time in US diplomacy, and the author demonstrates
the gendering of international relations, using a comparative lens to
frame the diplomatic outreach and successes of these two women in
global politics. Wernitznig shows that Whitehouse and Wambaugh’s
efforts were an important precursor to later feminist and internationalist
developments that disrupted the status quo of male dominance in the field
of international affairs.

Sonia Mondal’s article ‘Pleasure, Vice or Profession: Myriad Perceptions
and Representations of Prostitutes in Colonial Urban Society’ provides a
unique perspective on attitudes towards the profession of prostitution in
colonial Calcutta. Mondal examines a wide variety of literary documents,
official records and socio-cultural discourses, shedding light on the multiple
and heterogeneous identities of prostitutes and prostitution. Her reading of
unusual sources, such as the writings of bhadralok social reformers, and the
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biographies of prostitute-actresses such as Manada Debi, Binodini Dasi, and
Tinkori Dasi, permits a nuanced understanding of how caste, nationalism
and urban colonial power informed the unique roles of different kinds of
women on the margins of society in nineteenth-century Calcutta.

Geena Carlisle’s article ‘Contesting Assumptions of Second-Wave Feminism:
Maori Women’s Action in 1970s Aotearoa New Zealand’ re-evaluates
Maiori women’s contributions to Women’s Liberation. Engaging with
the Maori concept of Mana wabine, Carlisle examines Maori women’s
activism both within and outside of the feminist movement, drawing
attention to both Pakehi erasure of Miori voices as well as to Maori women’s
significant achievements. In doing so, Carlisle re-centres Maori experience
to expand our understandings of the persistent yet problematic feminist
wave model.

The remaining articles explore the Australian past and reafirm Lilith’s
commitment to both focusing on—but also going beyond—gender
as a category of historiographic analysis. The articles engage with major
concerns of contemporary feminist inquiry, including rape culture and
consent, political activism, and women’s spaces. Yet they also extend their
analyses to considerations of race, environment (both urban and natural),
class and emotion, and will hold appeal for scholars across a wide range
of humanities and social science disciplines.

Among the superb works of emerging Australian scholarship in this volume
is Zoe Smith’s study of the 1857 Hornet Bank massacre and its relationship
to interracial rape and white femininity on the Australian colonial frontier.
This article presents a crucial case study examination of gender and race
relations in colonial Queensland. By using a combination of media reports
and literary sources, Smith investigates how this massacre was portrayed to
its contemporary audience, and then pointedly recentralises three seemingly
invisible rape-murder victims in the narrative. The article reminds us of the
troubling nature of historical reporting and encourages us to think critically
about whose stories may be lost to history.

c

In “If you loved me, you'd sleep with me”: Constructions of Sexual Consent
in 1970s Dolly Magazine’, Cassandra Byrnes explores how a popular
Australian teen magazine discussed issues of sexual harassment and coercion.
Byrnes highlights how the Women’s Liberation rhetoric of ‘empowerment’
influenced Dolly’s nascent understanding of consent, leading its columnists

to advise young women to simply walk away from coercive situations. Byrnes’
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article reminds us that even as 1970s progressive texts opened new worlds
of sexual understanding to their readers, so too did they reify long-held and
damaging myths that sexual assault could only be a violent act committed
by a stranger. In tandem, Smith and Byrnes’ contributions encourage us to
reconsider our understandings of sexual violence in the Australian past.

Although dealing with two very different time periods, the next two articles
are also linked, as studies of emotions and water in Australian history.
In “The Political Power of Emotions: Women’s Political Letter-Writing in
the Movement to Save Lake Pedder’, Claire Waddell-Wood uses a History
of Emotions framework to examine letters from three women who wrote
to the Lake Pedder Committee of Enquiry as part of a movement to save
the lake from the Tasmanian State Governments hydro-development
scheme. By contextualising this movement within environmentalism more
broadly during the 1970s, Waddell-Wood demonstrates how these women
weaponised their emotions in an attempt to influence political change.
In doing so, these letter-writers challenged the dualism of emotion and
rationality in activism and showed how the personal could be political.

Karen Filewood’s careful archival study of the Australian National Shipwreck
Society and the gendered dimensions of its culture refer to what she calls
‘arbitrary altruism’, in which the default practices in the benevolent activity
of charitable bodies are influenced both by chance misfortune and by
biased inequities. Her case study of the minute-books from 1877-1883 of
the NSW branch of this Society uses a micro-historical focus on marine
philanthropy to tease out the dynamics of ideals concerning women’s
benevolence and the worthy poor. Like Waddell-Wood, Filewood engages
with methodologies derived from the history of emotions, but also from
prosopography (relating historical figures to demographic ‘types’), to
explore how gendered subjectivities of the historical past entailed ‘emotional
practice’ in the constitution of philanthropic personae. Our cover image
this year is drawn from one of Filewood’s nineteenth-century newspaper
sources, which represented the ominous force of shipwrecks as the ‘fatal
hug’ of a death angel, evoking the antithesis of care, support and solace
which bereaved women sought.

Finally, Anna Temby’s article provides an urban history of the early
twentieth century struggle to establish the first women’s public lavatory in
Meanjin (Brisbane) in 1912. This article finely illuminates the duality of the
Brisbane City Council’s goals to improve women’s civic participation and its
patriarchal assertion over urban spaces that reinforced gendered expectations.
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Temby traces a decade of efforts across council meeting minutes, mayoral
reports, and public discussions to detail how addressing women’s toileting
needs figured within an aspirational model of city-building that situated an
all-male city council as caretakers of women’s needs and, in part, asserted an
aversion to women’s’ bodily functions. Temby argues that these toilets were
made accessible only to certain classes of women at certain times of day and
were an ‘immodest success’ for women in Meanjin at the time.

Like the nine research articles, the six book reviews in this volume of Lilith
convey the breadth of both international and local interest, covering works
by Dorothy Kim and Adeline Koh on the importance of history in the
digital humanities worldwide, by Joanna Bourke on the global history of
sexual violence, by Marc Stein on US queer history, by Lilli Riettiens and
Elke Kleinau on the role of gender in European colonial travel, by Kath
Kenny on the Australian history of the pram, and by Danielle Scrimshaw
on queer women in 1980s Australia. We thank our book reviewers, Nadia
Bailey, Emma Brennan, Christina Chatzitheodorou, Jasmine Henni,
Reece Moir and Tess Watterson for their thoughtful reflections on these
monographs and edited volumes.

In our increasingly globalised and internationally-connected contemporary
world, there are pressures on feminist historians to relate our areas of study
to international trends and developments; but there are also important
projects of recuperation and recognition of local traditions and episodes in
the history of gender struggle that have still yet to be studied comprehensively
by scholars or brought to public consciousness. The current volume of
Lilith attempts to balance these two trends, while striving for ongoing
improvements in our scholarly standards and impact that builds on the
crucial work of our founders and previous editors. As in previous volumes
of the journal, this edition of Lilith showcases exciting new innovations
of scholarship by feminist historians at a variety of research-training and
career stages.
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