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Contributors

Alexandra Y. Aikhenvald is Professor at the Jawun Research Centre of 
Central Queensland University (Cairns), and Australian Laureate Fellow. 
She is a major authority on languages of the Arawak family from northern 
Amazonia and has written grammars of Bare (1995) and Warekena (1998), 
plus A Grammar of Tariana, from Northwest Amazonia (CUP, 2003) and 
The Manambu Language of East Sepik, Papua New Guinea (OUP, 2008), all 
based on extensive immersion fieldwork, in addition to essays on various 
typological and areal topics. She has edited numerous books, among 
them The  Oxford Handbook of Evidentiality (OUP, 2018) and, jointly 
with R.  M.  W. Dixon, The Cambridge Handbook of Linguistic Typology 
(CUP, 2017). Her other major publications include Classifiers: A Typology of 
Noun Categorization Devices (OUP, 2000), Language Contact in Amazonia 
(OUP, 2002), Evidentiality (OUP, 2004), Imperatives and Commands 
(OUP, 2010), Languages of the Amazon (OUP, 2012), The Art of Grammar: 
A Practical Guide (OUP, 2014), How Gender Shapes the World (OUP, 2016), 
Serial Verbs (OUP, 2018), The Web of Knowledge: Evidentiality at the Cross-
roads (Brill, 2021), and A Guide to Gender and Classifiers (OUP, forthcoming), 
in addition to a general interest book I Saw the Dog: How Language Works 
(London, Profile Books). Her current focus is on the integration of language 
and society and the ways of conceptualising disease and well-being in 
minority languages and cultures, and investigation of languages and cultures 
of Amazonia and New Guinea, including a  comprehensive grammar of 
Yalaku, from East Sepik.

Vincent Backhaus is a Research Fellow based at The Cairns Institute where 
his current research explores the engagement of Reef Traditional Owners 
across the Great Barrier Reef and the ways Traditional Owner values inform, 
lead and govern crown of thorns research and management. Prior to this he 
taught across the suite of Indigenous studies subjects offered through the 
Indigenous Education and Research Centre at James Cook University and 
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continues to supervise master’s and doctoral candidates. He is also part of 
the development team for the JCU–CSIRO strategic partnership, which 
has a key focus on building Indigenous research capacity in the North. 
Vincent’s specialities range across Indigenous education, anthropology and 
psychology as well as Indigenous studies and the politics of knowledge. 
He has an emerging research focus on environmental governance, sociality, 
Indigenous/ traditional ecological knowledges and education pathways 
across terrestrial and marine environments.

Laurie Bragge spent more than 45 years living and working in Papua 
New Guinea after taking a job with the Australian administration as a 
patrol officer (a.k.a. kiap) in 1961. During this time, he developed a deep 
appreciation and respect for Papua New Guinea and the peoples of the 
Sepik. He spent most of his time in the Sepik area but also in other parts 
of the country such as the Highlands, Milne Bay and the Gulf Province. 
In 2018 he generously donated what we now know as the Bragge Collection 
to James Cook University. The collection features two intimately connected 
components—more than 600 material culture artefacts collected by Laurie 
Bragge during the time he lived and worked in Papua New Guinea, and the 
extensive personal library he amassed containing various resources, which 
he used extensively when writing his multi-volume history of the Sepik.

James Chin is Professor of Asian Studies at the University of Tasmania. 
He  was also the inaugural Director of the Asia Institute, University of 
Tasmania. In the late 1990s, he joined University of Papua New Guinea’s 
Political Science Department where he served as Chair of the department 
in the early 2000s. Although he is widely regarded as a leading scholar in 
contemporary Malaysian politics, he has also maintained a close interest 
in the political landscape in Papua New Guinea and Fiji.

Simon Foale is an Associate Professor in the College of Arts, Society 
and Education at James Cook University where he teaches anthropology, 
political ecology and development studies. His primary research interests 
include coastal small-scale fishery management (including commodity 
fisheries), socially sustainable and culturally informed approaches to 
biodiversity conservation, sustainable livelihood development, and the role 
of local ecological knowledge in fishing and fishery management. He has 
also worked on the social and economic impact of mining. Simon has done 
most of his research in the Solomon Islands, Papua New Guinea and the 
Western Pacific.



xiii

CONTRIBUTORS

Shaun Gessler is an anthropology PhD candidate from the Australian 
National University’s Department of Pacific Affairs. His thesis investigates 
the relationship between the Chinese majority-run Ramu Nickel Cobalt 
Project in Papua New Guinea and the indigenous communities on whose 
land the mine is located. Shaun has professional experience in Papua New 
Guinea working and volunteering in international development, which 
underpins his research interests in the anthropology of development, the 
social impacts of resource extraction and China’s rise in the Pacific.

Cathy Hair has broad experience in tropical aquaculture and fisheries. 
She has been involved with projects in the Pacific Islands region for more 
than two decades, working on aquaculture commodities for livelihoods and 
food security. In 2020 she completed her PhD, a multidisciplinary thesis on 
development of community-based sea cucumber mariculture in Papua New 
Guinea. Cathy is an Adjunct Fellow within the College of Arts, Society and 
Education at James Cook University and the School of Science, Technology 
and Engineering at the University of the Sunshine Coast.

Anna Hayes is a senior lecturer in International Relations in the College 
of Arts, Society and Education at James Cook University, Cairns. She is 
also an Honorary Research Fellow at the East Asia Security Centre. Anna 
specialises in non-traditional threats to security, with a particular focus on 
China. She has presented numerous papers in Beijing on topics ranging 
from the situation in Xinjiang to how the Belt and Road Initiative has been 
viewed outside of China, as well as the Quad and the Indo-Pacific from an 
Australian perspective. Anna has published numerous articles, book chapters 
and edited books on these topics. She is coeditor of Cultures in Refuge: 
Seeking Sanctuary in Modern Australia (Ashgate, 2012, with Robert Mason), 
Migration and Insecurity: Citizenship and Social Inclusion in a Transnational 
Era (Routledge, 2013, with Robert Mason) and Inside Xinjiang: Space, 
Place and Power in China’s Muslim Far Northwest (Routledge, 2016, with 
Michael Clarke). 

Rosita Henry is Professor of Anthropology at James Cook University. Her 
research concerns relationships between people and places in Australia 
and the Pacific as expressed through the politics of public performances, 
cultural festivals, museums and cultural heritage, and gender and 
development. Professor Henry is author of the book Performing Place, 
Practicing Memory: Indigenous Australians, Hippies and the State (Oxford 
and New York: Berghahn Books, 2012). She is coeditor of the book The 
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Challenge of Indigenous Peoples: Spectacle or Politics? (Oxford: Bardwell 
Press 2011) and coeditor of Transactions and Transformations: Artefacts of 
the Wet Tropics, North Queensland (Memoirs of the Queensland Museum 
[Culture], Volume 10, December 2016). More recently, she edited and 
contributed to an ‘ethnographic autobiography’ titled A True Child of Papua 
New Guinea: Memoir of a Life in Two Worlds (McFarland 2019), based on 
ethnographic field research in the Western Highlands of Papua New Guinea 
over a timespan of more than 20 years.

Kulasumb Kalinoe (Kula) is a PhD candidate in anthropology and law at 
James Cook University. Her research project is titled ‘PNG Heritage in the 
Archives: A Legal Anthropology of Cultural Property’. This focuses on the 
cultural heritage issues concerning collections held in public institutions 
such as museums, galleries and libraries. There will be a particular emphasis 
on collections from Papua New Guinea with a focus on the Bragge 
Collection in the James Cook University Library. The Bragge Collection 
contains cultural artefacts and oral written histories from the Sepik region 
in Papua New Guinea. Currently there are no set guidelines in Papua New 
Guinea to protect traditional knowledge in public institutions, particularly 
when it could be secret/sacred knowledge. This project will analyse issues of 
access, ownership, gender and repatriation. Kula is also a Digital Editorial 
Fellow for PoLAR: Political and Legal Anthropology Review, where she is 
curating a feature Cultural Rights are Human Rights: Decolonizing Museums 
through Repatriation & Source Community Partnerships. Kula is a lawyer by 
profession and her broader research interests are human rights, social justice 
and Papua New Guinea.

Jeff Kinch is the Principal of the National Fisheries College in Papua New 
Guinea, supervising the Nago Island Mariculture and Research Facility, 
and is also an Adjunct Research Fellow in the Pacific Livelihoods Group 
at Curtin University in Western Australia. He has over 25 years’ experience 
in project management in various donor-funded fisheries development 
management programmes and projects with the European Union, United 
Nations and the Asian Development Bank. Jeff has also worked for the 
Secretariat of the Pacific Regional Environment Program and the Pacific 
Community. On a practical level, he has experience in socioeconomic and 
environmental impact assessments, analysis of market chains, and issues 
surrounding climate change impacts on fisheries-focused livelihoods. He has 
also conducted several evaluations for government, NGOs and regional 
agencies in the Pacific Islands Region with a particular focus on Melanesia 
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and Papua New Guinea. He has authored or coauthored peer-reviewed 
journal articles and many other technical reports, proposals, evaluations, 
reviews and education and awareness materials on a wide range of topics 
relating to fisheries and their management and development in the Pacific 
Islands Region.

I-Chang Kuo received his doctorate in December 2022 from The Australian 
National University’s Crawford School of Public Policy. He is a postdoctoral 
researcher at Taiwan’s National Science and Technology Council. His 
dissertation combines his expertise in anthropology and gender studies 
to examine employees’ shifting power dynamics and personal identities 
in a Chinese nickel refinery in Madang Province, Papua New Guinea. 
The anthropology of mining, gender and masculinities studies, studies of 
the labour process, place and time, and global China studies are all his areas 
of interest.

Daniela Vávrová was born in Bratislava, in the former Czechoslovakia. 
Before completing her PhD in Australia, she studied social and cultural 
anthropology at the University of Vienna in Austria. She is currently 
Adjunct Research Fellow and a founder of The AV Lab Productions and 
ALTAR research group at The Cairns Institute and College of Arts, Society 
and Education, James Cook University. Along with her interest in different 
cultures, she explores the relationship between anthropology and visual 
communication, between written accounts, photography and ethnographic 
filmmaking. Since 2005 her field site has been situated in the East and 
West Sepik provinces of Papua New Guinea. Her PhD thesis and film, ‘Skin 
Has Eyes and Ears’: An Audio-Visual Ethnography in a Sepik Society (2014), 
explores how people shape and are shaped by their social and cultural 
environment through their sensory experiences. www.danielavavrova.net.

Vyvyen Wong is the Research Communications Officer at The Cairns 
Institute at James Cook University. Prior to this role, she was the key Project 
Officer for the collaboration ‘University of Papua New Guinea and James 
Cook University’s Twinning Project/Partnership’. Vyvyen was born in Papua 
New Guinea and is of Melanesian-Chinese heritage. She grew up speaking 
English, Cantonese and Tok Pisin, and is in the process of learning more 
about her mother tongue Taishanese. Vyvyen holds a Bachelor of Business 
with a double major in Marketing and Tourism Management; however, she 
is contemplating further studies in the research area.

http://www.danielavavrova.net
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Michael Wood is an Adjunct Senior Lecturer at James Cook University in 
the College of Arts, Society and Education. He is currently interested in the 
new wave of carbon projects in Papua New Guinea, new forms of regional 
violence and the role of patrol officers in Papua New Guinea’s transition to 
Independence. He is also interested in how all three may be related and how 
reading George Orwell might help him in making such connections.



This text is taken from The Chinese in Papua New Guinea: Past, Present 
and Future, edited by Anna Hayes, Rosita Henry and Michael Wood, 
published 2024 by ANU Press, The Australian National University, 

Canberra, Australia.




