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A.C. BAECKER is a Lecturer in Art History at 
the University of Hong Kong. In July 2024, she 
will become Research Assistant Professor in the 
Department of Chinese History and Culture at the 
Hong Kong Polytechnic University. She specialises 
in the cultural and material history of modern China, 
with research interests in mass art practice, socialist 
amateurism, the material culture of the Cultural 
Revolution, and the postsocialist legacy in contem-
porary China.

Darren BYLER is an Assistant Professor in 
the School for International Studies at Simon 
Fraser University, Vancouver, Canada. He is the 
award-winning author of Terror Capitalism: Uyghur 
Dispossession and Masculinity in a Chinese City 
(Duke University Press, 2022). He is also the author 
of In the Camps: China’s High-Tech Penal Colony 
(Columbia Global Reports, 2021) and co-editor (with 
Ivan Franceschini and Nicholas Loubere) of Xinjiang 
Year Zero (ANU Press, 2022).

Jenny CHAN is an Associate Professor of Sociology 
at the Hong Kong Polytechnic University and an 
elected vice-president (2018–23) of the International 
Sociological Association’s Research Committee 
on Labor Movements. She is the co-author, with 
Mark Selden and Pun Ngai, of Dying for an iPhone: 
Apple, Foxconn and the Lives of China’s Workers 
(2020), which was translated into Korean (2021) 
and awarded CHOICE’s Outstanding Academic 
Title on China (2022) and Outstanding Academic 
Title in Work and Labor (2022). She researches 
labour and state–society relations in China’s global 
transformation.

Zhongping CHEN is a professor of Chinese history 
and the history of the global Chinese diaspora at 
the University of Victoria, Canada. He has research 
interests in the socioeconomic and environmental 
histories of late imperial China, the sociopolitical 
history of early republican China, and the global 
Chinese diaspora, especially Chinese Canadian 
history. His publications include four books, two 
co-edited bibliographies, more than 60 journal arti-
cles in English and Chinese, as well as works on two 
websites, Victoria’s Chinatown: A Gateway to the Past 
and Present of Chinese Canadians (chinatown.library.
uvic.ca) and the Chinese Canadian Artifacts Project 
(ccap.uvic.ca).

Pan CHENG (pseudonym) is a labour organiser and 
researcher specialising in labour issues and social 
movements in China.

Yangyang CHENG is a Research Scholar in Law 
and a Fellow at Yale Law School’s Paul Tsai China 
Center, where her work focuses on the development 
of science and technology in China and US–China 
relations. Her essays have appeared in The New York 
Times, The Guardian, The Nation, MIT Technology 
Review, and WIRED, and have received several 
awards from the Society of Publishers in Asia, the 
Asian American Journalists Association, and the 
Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists. She is a co-host, 
writer, and producer of the narrative podcast series 
Dissident at the Doorstep, from Crooked Media. 
Born and raised in China, Cheng received her PhD 
in physics from the University of Chicago and her 
bachelor’s degree from the University of Science 
and Technology of China’s School for the Gifted 
Young. Before joining Yale, she worked on the Large 
Hadron Collider (LHC) for more than a decade, 
most recently at Cornell University, and as an LHC 
Physics Center Distinguished Researcher at Fermi 
National Accelerator Laboratory.

Jenny CHIO is Associate Professor of East Asian 
Languages and Cultures and Anthropology at the 
University of Southern California (Los Angeles). 
She researches social transformations and cultural 
practices in ethnic minority regions of rural south-
western and western China, with a current focus on 
vernacular videomaking, documentary film, and the 
persistence of the rural in Chinese modernity.

http://chinatown.library.uvic.ca/
http://chinatown.library.uvic.ca/
https://ccap.uvic.ca/
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Ruodi DUAN is an Assistant Professor of History 
and East Asian Languages and Cultures at Haverford 
College, Pennsylvania. Her broad research and 
teaching interests include modern Chinese social 
and political history, comparative ethnic studies, 
China–Africa relations, and international histories 
of the Cold War. 

Qidi FENG is a PhD candidate at the University of 
Amsterdam. He is currently conducting fieldwork in 
Guangzhou and Nairobi, studying wigs, fashion, and 
body in China–Africa trades. He has been working 
with the African diaspora community since 2017 and 
organised atSanyuanli, a voluntary aid initiative for 
affected Africans in Guangzhou during the early 
stages of the 2020 pandemic.

Elisabeth FORSTER is a lecturer in Chinese 
history at the University of Southampton, UK. She 
wrote her PhD on the New Culture Movement. Her 
current research project explores China’s claim in 
the twentieth century to be a peaceful nation and 
the way this intersects with philosophical theories 
about just and unjust wars.

Ivan FRANCESCHINI is an incoming lecturer 
at the Centre for Contemporary Chinese Studies, 
University of Melbourne. His expertise lies in the 
field of labour rights, with a specific focus on China 
and Cambodia. His latest books include Xinjiang 
Year Zero (ANU Press, 2022), Proletarian China: 
A Century of Chinese Labour (Verso Books, 2022), 
and Global China as Method (Cambridge University 
Press, 2022). With Tommaso Facchin, he co-di-
rected the documentaries Dreamwork China (2011) 
and Boramey: Ghosts in the Factory (2021). He is 
a founder and chief editor of the Made in China 
Journal, The People’s Map of Global China, and Global 
China Pulse. He is currently working on a new book 
on modern slavery in the online scam industry in 
East and Southeast Asia, which will be published by 
Verso in 2025.

Brendan A. GALIPEAU is an Assistant Professor 
in the Institute of Anthropology at National Tsing 
Hua University in Taiwan. He is the author of 
Crafting a Tibetan Terroir: Winemaking in Shangri-La 
(University of Washington Press, 2024). His research 
and publications broadly focus on environmental 
and social change and human relations with nature 
in southwest China and Taiwan.

Mirshad GHALIP has a PhD from the Department 
of Anthropology, Indiana University. His dissertation, 
titled ‘Uyghur Realities: Genocide in the Homeland, 
Survival in the Diaspora’, combines autoethno-
graphic method with quantitative and qualitative 
data to explore how atrocities taking place in the 
Uyghur homeland have influenced the language 
attitudes and ideologies of the Uyghur diaspora in 
North America. Mirshad now works on comparative 
approaches to language policy and cultural main-
tenance, with a specialisation in the attitudes and 
language maintenance methods of Uyghur diaspora 
communities around the world.

Susan GREENHALGH is John King and Wilma 
Cannon Fairbank Professor of Chinese Society 
emerita at the Fairbank Center for Chinese Studies at 
Harvard University. An anthropologist and specialist 
on governance and the state, as well as science, tech-
nology, and society, she is author of several books 
on the One-Child Policy, including Just One Child: 
Science and Policy in Deng’s China (University of 
California Press, 2008) and Governing China’s 
Population: From Leninist to Neoliberal Biopolitics 
(co-authored, Stanford University Press, 2005). Her 
most recent book, on the corporate corruption of 
science and policy in the United States and China, 
is Soda Science: Making the World Safe for Coca-Cola 
(University of Chicago Press, 2024). For more, see 
susan-greenhalgh.com. 

https://susan-greenhalgh.com/
https://susan-greenhalgh.com/
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Luke HEIN is an experiential educator and writer. 
He has been involved in China Studies since 2005 
when he spent his senior year of high school in 
Beijing. In 2007, he worked for a tour company in 
Yunnan and in 2008 conducted six months of field 
research on the effects of the Olympic Games on 
migrant worker income strategies as part of a year-
long undergraduate research project. He gradu-
ated from Auburn University, Alabama, with a BA 
in English and a minor in Asian Studies. Luke has 
worked as a career educator since 2014, mainly 
with US high school students studying in China 
and Indonesia. In 2021–24 Luke worked with the 
Alabama Prison Arts + Education Project. His jour-
nalistic writing can be viewed at The News Lens 
International. 

Margaret HILLENBRAND is Professor of Modern 
Chinese Literature and Culture at the University 
of Oxford. Her books include Negative Exposures: 
Knowing What Not to Know in Contemporary China 
(Duke University Press, 2020) and On the Edge: 
Feeling Precarious in China (Columbia University 
Press, 2023).

Chuling (Adam) HUANG is a doctoral candidate at 
the School of Industrial and Labor Relations, Cornell 
University. His research focuses on labour, migra-
tion, and development. He is currently researching 
Chinese agricultural investments in Zambia. 

Kun HUANG is a Postdoctoral Fellow at the Society 
of Fellows in the Humanities at the University of 
Southern California. Her current book project 
examines the global racial entanglements that haunt 
figures of Blackness in twentieth-century China. She 
has published on China–Africa literary connections, 
diasporic activism, and gendered anti-Blackness in 
contemporary China. She is also a translator of Toni 
Morrison’s and Saidiya Hartman’s works. 

Mingwei HUANG is an Assistant Professor 
of Women’s, Gender, and Sexuality Studies at 
Dartmouth College, USA. Her book The Chinese 
Century and the City of Gold: Racial Capitalism After 
Whiteness is forthcoming with Duke University Press 
in 2024. 

Karissa KETTER is a senior undergraduate at 
Simon Fraser University’s School for International 
Studies. She is the news editor of SFU’s newspaper, 
The Peak.

Fred LAI is a PhD candidate from the Department 
of Anthropology at the London School of Economics. 
He has conducted 22 months of fieldwork on aging, 
dementia, and care in South China.

Jennifer Dorothy LEE is Associate Professor of 
East Asian Art in the Department of Art History, 
Theory, and Criticism at the School of the Art 
Institute of Chicago. She studies art and cultural 
practices in modern and contemporary China and 
her research interests encompass social history, 
aesthetic theory, and transnational perspectives. In 
addition to topics related to mainland China, Lee’s 
research extends to histories of social movements in 
Hong Kong and Taiwan. Anxiety Aesthetics: Maoist 
Legacies in China, 1978–1985 (University of California 
Press, 2024) is her first scholarly monograph.

Huaiyin LI, PhD (UCLA), is Professor of History 
and Asian Studies at the University of Texas at 
Austin. He is the author of Village Governance in 
North China, 1875–1936 (Stanford University Press, 
2005), Village China under Socialism and Reform: A 
Micro-History, 1948–2008 (Stanford University Press, 
2009), Reinventing Modern China: Imagination and 
Authenticity in Chinese Historical Writing (University 
of Hawai`i Press, 2013), The Making of the Modern 
Chinese State, 1600–1950 (Routledge, 2020), and The 
Master in Bondage: Factory Workers in China, 1949–
2019 (Stanford University Press, 2023). He is also 
editor of the Brill book series ‘Rethinking Socialism 
and Reform in China’ and ‘Historical Studies of 
Contemporary China’.

Yawen LI was trained in English and compara-
tive literature in Singapore and London. She is a 
researcher broadly interested in postcolonial crit-
icism, issues of trauma and memory, and transna-
tional activism.

https://international.thenewslens.com/author/luke-hein
https://international.thenewslens.com/author/luke-hein
https://international.thenewslens.com/author/luke-hein
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Zifeng LIU is an intellectual historian of the twen-
tieth-century Africana world with specialisations 
in Black internationalism, anticolonial thought, 
and Afro-Asian solidarity. His current book project 
traces a history of African American women radicals’ 
engagements with China in the age of Bandung. He 
is a Postdoctoral Scholar in the Africana Research 
Center at the Pennsylvania State University and an 
incoming Assistant Professor of History at Hong 
Kong Baptist University. 

Dawa LOKYITSANG is a Tibetan American polit-
ical and historical anthropologist. Her scholarship 
looks at Tibetan agency as an anticolonial effort in 
response to China’s developing imperial colonialism 
in Tibet. Her scholarship on Tibetan schools in India 
historicises the national agency of Tibetans in exile 
and examines how the preservation of their national 
and spiritual identity as Tibetans—an identity crim-
inalised and securitised by China within Tibet 
itself—became grounds for community-building and 
movement-generating efforts that regularly unsettle 
China’s settler-colonial consumption of Tibet. Her 
scholarship on the decolonising agency of Tibetans 
thus sits at the intersection of developing Asian 
imperial colonialisms, reactive anticolonial nation-
alisms, and creative Indigenous sovereign futurisms.

Timothy G. McLELLAN is a Research Fellow 
in the Faculty of Sociology and Anthropology at 
Thammasat University. In July 2024, he will join 
The Australian National University as a Lecturer in 
Anthropology. He has spent much of the past four 
years living and working in Thailand, where he is 
developing new ethnographic research focused on 
landscape architecture, urban sustainability, and 
nature-based solutions.

Ghassan MOAZZIN is an Assistant Professor at 
the Hong Kong Institute for the Humanities and 
Social Sciences and the Department of History at the 
University of Hong Kong. He is the author of Foreign 
Banks and Global Finance in Modern China: Banking 
on the Chinese Frontier, 1870–1919 (Cambridge 
University Press, 2022).

Yvonne A. OWUOR is the author of the well-re-
ceived novels Dust (Knopf, 2014) and The Dragonfly 
Sea (Knopf, 2019). She holds an MPhil Creative 
Writing from the University of Queensland, Brisbane, 
and from 2003 to 2005 she was the director of the 
Zanzibar International Film Festival. A sought-after 
commentator on a range of themes, including Africa, 
nature, storytelling, art, and geopolitical issues, 
Owuor is also a co-founder of the Nairobi-based 
Macondo Literary Festival.

Andrea E. PIA is Assistant Professor in 
Anthropology at the London School of Economics 
and Political Science. He is the author of Cutting the 
Massline: Water, Politics, and Climate in Southwest 
China (Johns Hopkins University Press, forthcoming 
in 2024) and one of the editors of the Made in China 
Journal.

Federico PICERNI is Assistant Professor of 
Chinese Literature in the Department of Modern 
Languages, Literatures, and Cultures at the 
University of Bologna. He was previously a post-
doctoral fellow and adjunct professor at Ca’ Foscari 
University of Venice, where he also obtained his 
PhD in Asian and Transcultural Studies, in a joint 
program with Heidelberg University. His research 
concerns the relations between cultural produc-
tion and society from a materialist perspective. 
Specifically, he focuses on the socio-literary activity 
of Chinese worker writers and poets, the new forms 
of critical realism and unrealism in contemporary 
Chinese novels, and (trans)cultural studies applied 
to Sino-Italian artistic productions.

Juan QIAN, PhD, is the Earl S. Johnson Instructor 
in Political Science at the University of Chicago. 
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Suvi RAUTIO is a social and cultural anthropol-
ogist specialising in China. Her upcoming book, 
Invention of Tradition in China: The Story of a Village 
and Nation Remade, centres on heritage-making in a 
Dong ethnic minority village through the lens of Xi 
Jinping’s Traditional Village scheme. Her current 
postdoctoral project looks at the transmission of 
memory and loss among Beijing’s intellectual class 
during the Maoist era. She has also conducted field-
work and written about African popular dance in 
Guangzhou through the lens of shifting Sino-African 
geopolitical structures. 

Alessandro RUSSO has taught sociology at 
the University of Bologna. He has been a Visiting 
Professor at the University of Washington, Seattle, 
and Tsinghua University, Beijing. His works include 
Le rovine del mandato. La modernizzazione politica 
dell’educazione e della cultura cinesi [The Ruins of 
the Mandate: The Political Modernisation of Chinese 
Education and Culture] (Franco Angeli, 1985), La 
sociologia di Freud. Una lettura de ‘Il disagio della 
civiltà’ [Freud’s Sociology: A Reading of ‘The Malaise 
of Civilisation’] (Franco Angeli, 2013), editing the 
Italian edition of Durkheim’s Pedagogical Evolution 
in France: History of Secondary Education (Bononia 
University Press, 2006), and Cultural Revolution and 
Revolutionary Culture (Duke University Press, 2020). 
He is currently working on a project about China in 
the Cold War.

Noo SARO-WIWA is an author and journalist. Born 
in Port Harcourt, Nigeria, and raised in England, 
she currently writes for Condé Nast Traveller maga-
zine.  Her first book, Looking for Transwonderland: 
Travels in Nigeria, was published to critical acclaim 
by Granta in 2012. Her second book, Black Ghosts, 
explores the African community in China and was 
published by Canongate in 2023.

Derek SHERIDAN is an Associate Research Fellow 
in the Institute of Ethnology at Academia Sinica. 
His research concerns geopolitical imaginaries and 
the ethics of global inequalities in Africa–China 
relations. His current writing and research topics 
include Chinese migrant entrepreneurs in Tanzania, 
Afro-Asian martial arts, and Taiwan. He recently 
co-edited an oral history collection about American 
anthropologists in Taiwan during the Cold War 
and is currently working on a book examining how 
Chinese migrants and ordinary Tanzanians have 
come to depend on each other for their livelihoods 
within an uneven and hierarchical global political 
economy.

Maya SINGHAL is an anthropologist studying 
crime and mutual aid in African and Chinese dias-
poric populations. Their work also deals more 
broadly with race, capitalism, racial capitalism, 
and intergenerational conflicts. Their current book 
project is an ethnographic and historical study of 
African American and Chinese American self-de-
fence and community defence in New York City and 
the history of extralegal neighbourhood protection 
(such as gangs, neighbourhood patrols, and asso-
ciations) that informs these present-day safety 
efforts. Singhal received a PhD in Anthropology 
from Harvard University, MAs from the University 
of Chicago and New York University, and a BA from 
New York University.

Christian SORACE is a Lecturer of Global China 
at the University of Cambridge. He is the author of 
Shaken Authority: China’s Communist Party and the 
2008 Sichuan Earthquake (Cornell University Press, 
2017) and the co-editor of Afterlives of Chinese 
Communism: Political Concepts from Mao to Xi (ANU 
Press and Verso Books, 2019) and Proletarian China: 
One Century of Chinese Labour (Verso Books, 2022). 
He is currently conducting research on the urbanisa-
tion of the grasslands in Inner Mongolia, China, and 
ger districts in Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia.
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Monique TAYLOR is a Senior Researcher in 
the Department of Cultures at the University of 
Helsinki and a Research Affiliate at the Lau China 
Institute, King’s College London. She received her 
PhD in International Political Economy from the 
University of Queensland. Her latest book, China’s 
Digital Authoritarianism: A Governance Perspective, 
was published by Palgrave Macmillan in 2022. 

Casey WEI is a PhD student in contemporary arts at 
Simon Fraser University, Canada. Her practice-based 
research in filmmaking, writing, and performance is 
informed by participatory activities such as editing, 
publishing, and programming. Recent works include 
the book Tuning to Oblivion: an artist residency (M:ST 
Performative Art, 2023) and the album Stimuloso 
(Mint Records, 2022) with her band, Kamikaze 
Nurse. She is the editor and co-founder of ReIssue 
magazine and the Short Forum Programmer for the 
Vancouver International Film Festival.

Thomas WHITE is Lecturer in China and 
Sustainable Development at King’s College London. 
His new book, China’s Camel Country: Livestock and 
Nation-Building at a Pastoral Frontier, published in 
2024 by the University of Washington Press, explores 
the animal turn in the politics of land and culture in 
Inner Mongolia. 

Zhongxian XIAO is a PhD student in the history 
of science and technology at the Georgia Institute of 
Technology, USA. His scholarly interests lie in infra-
structure studies, science, technology, and society, 
and the history of technology. His work examines 
the rise of infrastructural expertise and the lasting 
impact of infrastructure building on everyday lives 
in Maoist and post-socialist China. 

Ye YANG is a doctoral candidate at the Institute for 
Geographical Sciences, Free University of Berlin. Her 
research focuses on the dynamics of global inequal-
ities and the multifaceted aspects of geographical 
development. With a particular emphasis on the 
region of Liangshan, Yang’s scholarly pursuits delve 
into the implications of modernisation-driven devel-
opment for the rural Yi in Liangshan.

Ruslan YUSUPOV is a postdoctoral researcher 
at Cornell University. His work as a sociocultural 
anthropologist is focused on Islam and ethnic poli-
tics in China. His current book project explores how 
a community of Sinophone Muslims living in the 
shadow of state-sponsored violence seeks to find 
space for itself and for Islam in Chinese authori-
tarian modernity.

Margherita ZANASI is Professor of Chinese 
History at Louisiana State University. She is the 
author of Economic Thought in Modern China: 
Market and Consumption 1500s to 1937 (Cambridge 
University Press, 2020) and Saving the Nation: 
Economic Modernity in Republican China (The 
University of Chicago Press, 2006).

Chenchen ZHANG is an Assistant Professor in 
International Relations at Durham University, UK. 
She is a co-editor of Geopolitics and co-host of the 
Shicha podcast. She tweets @chenchenzh.

Kexin ZHAO (pseudonym) is a grassroots activist 
and researcher working on gender and labour issues 
in China.
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