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Key Individuals and 
Organisations

Wafi-Golpu Claimants
•	 Babwaf Saab Landowners Association (BSLA): represents Wampar 

landowners.
	– Bill Itamar: Chairman, Mare councillor (1997–2007), from Mare 

village.
	– Naga Jason: Wamped co-director, Wamped councillor (1997–2007), 

from Wamped village.
•	 Wale Babwaf Landowners Association (WBLA): represents Watut 

landowners.
	– Thomas Nen: Chairman.

•	 Hengambu Landowners Association (HLA): represents Hengambu 
landowners.
	– Paul Yanam: Chairman.
	– John Nema: Paul Yanam’s rival, founder and former chairman.

•	 Yanta Landowners Association (YLA): represents Yanta landowners.
•	 Piu Land Group Inc: represents Piu landowners.

Corporate Owners
•	 Wafi-Golpu Joint Ventures (WGJV): joint venture between Harmony 

Gold and Newcrest Mine that is the developer of the Wafi-Golpu 
Prospect.
	– Harmony Gold: South African mining company; 50 per cent 

owner of Wafi-Golpu Joint Ventures.
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	– Newcrest Mining: Australian mining company; 50 per cent owner 
of Wafi-Golpu Joint Ventures. Acquired by Newmont in 2023.

State Actors
•	 Special Land Titles Commission (SLTC): arbitrator of Wafi-Golpu 

land disputes (2008–2018).
•	 Mineral Resources Authority (MRA): oversees mining projects and 

development coordination.
•	 National Parliament

	– Ross Seymour: Member of Parliament for Huon Gulf (2012–2022), 
from Dzifasing Village.

	– Sam Basil: Member of Parliament for Wau–Bulolo (2007–2022).
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