
xv

Abbreviations

AIATSIS Australian Instititute of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Studies
IPA International Phonetic Alphabet
MLMSS State Library of NSW, Mitchell Library Manuscripts
MS Manuscript
MV Museums Victoria
RAIGBI Royal Anthropological Institute of Great Britain and Ireland
SLNSW State Library of New South Wales
SLV State Library of Victoria
VACL Victorian Aboriginal Corporation for Languages
XM Code for manuscripts in Museums Victoria

Linguistic abbreviations
1 1st person
2 2nd person
3 3rd person
abl ablative
all allative
along along
case case
caus causative
dem demonstrative
dl dual
emph emphatic
erg ergative
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excl exclusive
form formative (perhaps forming a verb from a noun)
freq frequentative
fut future
gen genitive, general oblique
imp imperative
incl inclusive
intens intensive
interr interrogative, question word
link linking morpheme
loc locative ‘position right in’
neg negative
obj object
obl oblique
onom onomatopoeic
part participle
particular particularising suffix (see Hercus 1986: 84)
pl plural
pn proper name
poss possessive
pot potential (also optative)
pres present
pres.part present participle
prf perfect
pst past
pst.part past participle
purp purposive
recip reciprocal
redupl reduplication
refl reflexive
sg singular
so.part song particle, type of vocable
wh wh word (interrogative word)



This text is taken from Indigenous Songs of Victoria, by Stephen D Morey, 
Luise Hercus, Edward Ryan and Grace Koch, published 2026 by ANU Press, 

The Australian National University, Canberra, Australia.


