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Welcome to the first issue of 2025. This—our eighteenth issue—marks the tenth
anniversary of the journal. Since 2015, the journal has published 110 articles,
including those in this issue. Both in the topics published and in the background
of the authors, the journal has we feel admirably met its aim to encourage ‘scholars
to think big and to tackle the challenges of writing environmental histories across
different methodologies, nations, and time-scales.” We have received submissions
from around the world, tackling such pressing issues as climate change, environment
and disease, biodiversity loss and conservation, besides many others. We would like
to thank all those who have contributed to the journal, as reviewers, writers, copy
editor, donors and as editorial board members. As a result of all of that hard work, the
journal is now ranked in Quartile 1 of the SCImago Journal and Country Rankings,’
while at last count, in June 2024, we have had over 150,000 downloads.

Our first articles is ‘Spraying Norwegian Wood, 1950-95, by May-Brith Ohman
Nielson, which provides a much-needed analysis of post-war herbicide spraying of
forests by helicopters. Outside the use of aerial spraying in warfare in South East Asia,
there is relatively little scholarship on this topic, particularly in Europe, including
within forest histories. In this comprehensive overview, Ohman Nielsen details
the rise of spraying in Norway in the 1950s, its apogee in the 1960s and 1970s, to
its gradual decline by the 1990s. The author places in context the politics of and
eventual growing opposition to aerial spraying, pointing to changes in society and the
economy, as well as politics, in explaining its decline.

The next article moves hemispheres, to consider a vexed, yet under-researched, topic:
‘A “desolate ... country in those pleistocene times”? The problem of climate change
during the Ice Age debate in New Zealand, 1860—80’. In it, Ciaran Doolin explores
how nineteenth-century geologists in Aotearoa New Zealand sought to reconcile their
observations with contemporary geological thought developed elsewhere. Drawing
on archival correspondence, maps, sketches and published reports, Doolin sheds light
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on the acrimonious debate that ensued, as personal and provincial rivalries shaped
competing interpretations of the cause of past glaciation. In doing so, the author
offers a compelling account of the dynamics of colonial science and the antipodean
history of climate change.

With regard to a slightly earlier period and the same country, in ““A peculiar lustre”:
The gothic mode, settler colonialism and the environment, Wairarapa, New
Zealand, 1841-53’, Jamie Ashworth offers a fascinating analysis of the literary
and visual modes of settler representation of the environment of the Wairarapa, a
south-eastern region of the North Island. In analysing diaries, published material and
maps, the author convincingly demonstrates the pervasiveness of the Gothic mode in
representations of this region’s environment. More than that, Ashworth demonstrates
that these modes of representation expressed the settler desire to exploit and control
these areas for commercial gain.

As with the previous two articles, in ““As seen at Ellerslie”: The spread of Phoenix
palm sets in New Zealand’, Mike Lloyd places the country’s environmental history
in a global context, in this case by examining the introduction, interpretation and
aesthetic planting of a particularly popular variety of palm. Having outlined the
global popularity of the Phoenix palm, Lloyd focuses on an exemplary planting—
at Auckland’s Ellerslie Racecourse, around 1913—to show how it inspired other
plantings around Aotearoa New Zealand, from the 1920s to the 1950s. Lloyd’s
article provides a valuable scholarly and historical contribution to the neglected area
of amenity plantings.

The final article, ‘Saving K’gari from the sand miners: A memoir of the Fraser Island
Environmental Inquiry, 1975-76’, is a deeply personal reflection and analysis of this
significant Australian environmental protest. As a young environmental lawyer, the
author, Chris Loorham, participated in the inquiry as an adviser. Drawing on both
his behind-the-scenes experience of the mechanics of the inquiry and a subsequent
40-year career working in environmental law, Loorham highlights its thoroughness
and the role of key individuals in it, and asks whether it could be used subsequently
as a model for other environmental resolution processes. As Loorham observes, the
inquiry’s engagement with Australia’s First Peoples brought him into contact with
world-views which profoundly shaped his own professional and personal engagement
with the Australian environment.

Submission details: see the journal submission information at the end of this issue.

Call for papers

We particularly encourage submissions on topics related to history and energy, the
atmosphere and water, especially in relation to Africa, South America and Asia.
Please also contact us if you are interested in guest editing a special issue.
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