
Introduction	 1
Malcolm Allbrook

Research Articles
Lost in the Syrup and the Ashes: Reclaiming John Naish, sugar country  
author and playwright	 7
Bianka Vidonja Balanzategui

Travails for Australian trade: Edward Selby Little in Shanghai, 1921–23	 35
James Cotton

A man of two uniforms: Eric Shimada or Shimada Masakazu (1912–2010), 
interpreter at Australia’s war crimes trials, 1945–46	 51
Georgina Fitzpatrick

A cat with two tales: Who created Felix the Cat?	 71
Andrew Marshall

The significance of the racist term ‘King Billy’ and the sovereignty protest  
of Jimmy Clements and John Noble in 1927	 93
James McDonald

Boorong of the Burramattagal, Australia’s first female Aboriginal  
intermediary	 111
Toby Raeburn, Paul Saunders and Kerrie Doyle

Creating the mirage: Christopher and Pixie Skase	 129
Kate White

‘The story of our influence is not so easily told’: Annie Sharpley, 
a teacher at Naracoorte	 145
Kay Whitehead and Belinda MacGill

Book Reviews
John Arnold review of Graeme Johanson, Searching for Elsewhere	 171

David Carment review of Greg de Moore, Tom Wills: The Insubordinate Life  
of an Australian Sporting Legend, 3rd edition	 175

Contents



Stephen Chavura review of Zachary Gorman, ed., The Young Menzies: Success, 
Failure, Resilience 1894–1942; and Zachary Gorman, The Menzies Watershed: 
Liberalism, Anti-communism, Continuities 1943–1954	 179

Derek Drinkwater review of Brigitta Olubas, Shirley Hazzard: A Writing Life;  
and Brigitta Olubas and Susan Wyndham, eds., Hazzard and Harrower: 
The Letters	 185

Derek Drinkwater review of Catharine Lumby, Frank Moorhouse: A Life;  
and Matthew Lamb, Frank Moorhouse: Strange Paths	 191

Geoffrey Edwards review of Peter Read, The Life and Work of Ante Dabro, 
Australian-Croatian Sculptor: The Midnight Sea in the Blood	 197

Ruby Ekkel review of Kate Laing, Sisters in Peace: The Women’s International 
League for Peace and Freedom in Australia, 1915–2015	 201

Karen Fox review of Barbara Minchinton with Philip Bentley, Madame  
Brussels: The Life and Times of Melbourne’s Most Notorious Woman	 205

Doug Munro review of Stuart Kells, MUP: A Centenary History	 209

Cindy Solonec review of Frances Peters-Little, Jimmy Little:  
A Yorta Yorta Man	 215

Stephen Wilks review of Lyndon Megarrity, Rex Patterson:  
A Voice for the North	 219

Josh Woodward review of Iain McCalman, John Büsst: Bohemian Artist  
and Saviour of Reef and Rainforest	 223

Contributors	 227


