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Abstract
This article examines the efforts of the Australians in Spain Memorial Appeal 
Committee (ASMAC) to memorialise Australian volunteers who served in 
the Spanish Civil War. Seventy Australians participated in the defence of the 
democratic Second Spanish Republic against General Francisco Franco’s fascist 
rebellion. As the volunteers were not official Australian forces, the Australian 
War Memorials Act of 1980 prohibits official acknowledgement of their 
service. In June 1992, historian Amirah Inglis established ASMAC to honour 
these volunteers. After a successful fundraising campaign, ASMAC unveiled 
a memorial in Canberra’s Lennox Gardens in December 1993.

This article underscores the memorial’s dual significance: as a public testament 
to anti-fascism and a personal tribute to the volunteers that preserves their legacy 
within Australian history and properly honours their fallen. ASMAC’s campaign 
owed its success to the efforts of dedicated agents of remembrance such as the 
volunteers themselves, their families, historians and members of the Spanish 
community in Australia. Motivated by anti-fascist principles and working-
class solidarity, the support from numerous left-wing groups and individuals in 
Australia for ASMAC’s campaign highlighted the unifying power of a shared 
moral economy.
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Figure 1: Amirah Inglis speaking at the memorial’s unveiling, 
11 December 1993.
Source: N173/7, ASMAC deposit, NBAC.

An unofficial war memorial stands in Canberra’s Lennox Gardens honouring 
the 70 Australians who volunteered to defend the democratic Second 
Spanish Republic (Republic) against General Francisco Franco’s fascist 
insurrection. Comprising 10 women and 60 men, the volunteers believed 
that the Spanish Civil War (SCW) represented a war against fascism—​
a war in which 16 Australians lost their lives.1 There may have been more 
volunteers, as many departed privately and signed no attestation papers 
recording their service.2 Australia’s national memorials and commemoration 
ceremonies omit the contributions of these volunteers to the nation’s struggle 
against fascism in the twentieth century.3 As the volunteers fought in their 
individual capacity, the Australian War Memorials Act 1980 prohibits the 
Australian War Memorial from acknowledging their service.4 Following 

1	  Amirah Inglis, Australians in the Spanish Civil War (Allen & Unwin, 1987), 219–21.
2	  Inglis, Australians in the Spanish Civil War, 120; Sarah Lethbridge, Australia & the Spanish Civil War: 
Activism and Reaction, online exhibition, 2019, archives.anu.edu.au/exhibitions/australia-spanish-civil-
war-activism-reaction.
3	  Paul Daley, ‘“Brothers in Arms, a Long Way from Home”: The First Australians to Fight Fascism 
Overseas’, Guardian, 30 April 2023, theguardian.com/australia-news/2023/apr/30/brothers-in-arms-a-
long-way-from-home-the-first-australians-to-fight-fascism-overseas.
4	  Brendon Kelson to Amirah Inglis, 23 November 1992, N173/1, Australians in Spain Memorial 
Appeal Committee (ASMAC) deposit, Noel Butlin Archives Centre (NBAC), The Australian National 
University (ANU), Canberra (hereafter ASMAC deposit).

http://archives.anu.edu.au/exhibitions/australia-spanish-civil-war-activism-reaction
http://archives.anu.edu.au/exhibitions/australia-spanish-civil-war-activism-reaction
http://theguardian.com/australia-news/2023/apr/30/brothers-in-arms-a-long-way-from-home-the-first-australians-to-fight-fascism-overseas
http://theguardian.com/australia-news/2023/apr/30/brothers-in-arms-a-long-way-from-home-the-first-australians-to-fight-fascism-overseas
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a personal appeal from British volunteer John Longstaff to remedy his 
Antipodean comrades’ obscurity, Australian historian Amirah Inglis 
convened the Australians in Spain Memorial Appeal Committee (ASMAC) 
in June 1992 to establish a memorial dedicated to the Republic’s Australian 
defenders.5 ASMAC included Inglis herself, seasoned left-wing activists 
Netta Burns and Len Fox, historian Judith Keene and Australian volunteer 
Lloyd Edmonds.6 ASMAC unveiled the SCW memorial at Lennox Gardens 
on 11 December 1993 (see Figure 1), thereby establishing a permanent 
reminder of the Australian blood spilled in defence of Spanish democracy.7

In countries other than Australia, the foreign volunteers of the Republic, 
who composed the International Brigades, have been commemorated in 
various ways. Constituting the International Brigades’ Abraham Lincoln 
Battalion, the American volunteers memorialised their service through anti-
fascist gatherings and the formation of their own veterans’ association known 
as the Veterans of the Abraham Lincoln Brigade (VALB).8 Likewise, Israeli 
communists cited their exploits in the SCW to bolster their legitimacy.9 
Official suspicion of left-wing causes due to the Cold War limited the scope 
of such activities in the West. VALB was under constant surveillance.10 
Canadian veterans were likewise monitored.11 British volunteers faced 
official discrimination; nevertheless, sections of the Labour Party defended 
them.12 In the more liberal 1960s, VALB involved itself in leftist causes such 
as the Civil Rights Movement.13 Since VALB’s dissolution in April 2008, 
the Abraham Lincoln Brigade Archives (ALBA) has taken over VALB’s 
responsibilities.14

5	  Amirah Inglis to Ann Thurley, 2 December 1992, N173/1, ASMAC deposit.
6	  ASMAC, donation appeal leaflet, c. June 1992, N173/4, ASMAC deposit.
7	  ASMAC, press release on the unveiling ceremony of the memorial, 10 December 1993, N173/8, 
ASMAC deposit.
8	  Peter Glazer, Radical Nostalgia: Spanish Civil War Commemoration in America (University of Rochester 
Press, 2005), doi.org/10.1017/9781580467001.
9	  Amir Locker-Biletzki, ‘War and Memory: The Israeli Communist Commemoration of the Spanish 
Civil War, 1936–1986’, Israel Studies Review 31, no. 2 (2016), doi.org/10.3167/isr.2016.310205. 
10	  Peter N. Carroll, The Odyssey of the Abraham Lincoln Brigade: Americans in the Spanish Civil War 
(Stanford University Press, 1994), 279–92, doi.org/10.1515/9781503622265.
11	  Jon Azpiri, ‘Canada’s Forgotten Veterans: Honouring the Soldiers Who Fought Fascism in the 
Spanish Civil War’, Global News, 10 November 2018, globalnews.ca/news/4648539/canadas-forgotten-
soldiers-honouring-the-mac-paps-who-fought-fascism-in-the-spanish-civil-war/.
12	  Dan Hancox, ‘The International Brigades by Giles Tremlett Review—Fighting Fascism in Spain’, 
Guardian, 3 October 2020, theguardian.com/books/2020/oct/03/the-international-brigades-by-giles-
tremlett-review.
13	  Carroll, The Odyssey of the Abraham Lincoln Brigade, 345–65.
14	  ‘History of VALB and ALBA’, The Abraham Lincoln Brigade Archives, accessed July 31 2024, alba-
valb.org/who-we-are/about/history-of-valb-and-alba/.

http://doi.org/10.1017/9781580467001
http://doi.org/10.3167/isr.2016.310205
http://doi.org/10.1515/9781503622265
http://globalnews.ca/news/4648539/canadas-forgotten-soldiers-honouring-the-mac-paps-who-fought-fascism-in-the-spanish-civil-war/
http://globalnews.ca/news/4648539/canadas-forgotten-soldiers-honouring-the-mac-paps-who-fought-fascism-in-the-spanish-civil-war/
http://theguardian.com/books/2020/oct/03/the-international-brigades-by-giles-tremlett-review
http://theguardian.com/books/2020/oct/03/the-international-brigades-by-giles-tremlett-review
http://alba-valb.org/who-we-are/about/history-of-valb-and-alba/
http://alba-valb.org/who-we-are/about/history-of-valb-and-alba/
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Due to their foreign connections, former international brigadiers in the 
Soviet Bloc faced charges of Titoism in the Stalinist years.15 Their service 
became a source of shame. Following Nikita Khrushchev’s denunciation of 
Joseph Stalin in 1956, many Eastern European volunteers went on to serve 
as communist officials. In Poland, there were streets named after the Polish 
Dabrowski Battalion.16 East German novels about the SCW promoted anti-
fascism.17 In 1961, scores of Western volunteers travelled to East Germany 
for an official celebration of their service.18

The memorial in Canberra is one of many commemorating the International 
Brigades. The Swindon memorial, established in April 1939 in the 
United Kingdom, is the earliest monument dedicated to an international 
brigadier.19 It honours Percy Williams, a 22-year-old volunteer killed at the 
Battle of Caspe in March 1938. Formed by returning British volunteers, 
the International Brigade Association (IBA) sponsored the creation of 
Republican memorials and campaigned against the Francoist dictatorship. 
By 1996, there were 55 memorials throughout Britain.20 In the US, there 
are currently two monuments honouring American volunteers. The first was 
unveiled at the University of Washington in October 1998, while the other 
was inaugurated in San Francisco in March 2008.21 There are at least three 
monuments in Canada dedicated to volunteers.22 Organisations such as 
ALBA and the IBA’s successor, the International Brigade Memorial Trust, 
support the construction and upkeep of Republican memorials worldwide.

15	  Inglis, Australians in the Spanish Civil War, 206.
16	  Giles Tremlett, ‘The Contested Legacy of the Anti-Fascist International Brigades’, Guardian, 
22 October 2020, theguardian.com/news/2020/oct/22/the-contested-legacy-of-the-anti-fascist-international​
-brigades.
17	  Johanna Vollmeyer, ‘“Spain in Our Hearts”: The Memory of the Spanish Civil War in German 
Literature’, Journal of Romance Studies 18, no. 3 (2018), doi.org/10.3828/jrs.2018.26. 
18	  Carroll, The Odyssey of the Abraham Lincoln Brigade, 359.
19	  Colin Williams, John Gorman and Bill Alexander, Memorials of the Spanish Civil War: The Official 
Publication of the International Brigade Association (A. Sutton Pub., 1996), 120–1.
20	  Williams, Gorman and Alexander, Memorials of the Spanish Civil War, 10.
21	  Bob Roseth, ‘Monument to Spanish Civil War Volunteers to Be Dedicated Oct. 14’, University of 
Washington News, 9 September 1998, washington.edu/news/1998/09/09/monument-to-spanish-civil-
war-volunteers-to-be-dedicated-oct-14/; Carl Nolte, ‘Memorial First in U.S. for Lincoln Brigade’, San 
Francisco Chronicle, 29 March 2008, sfgate.com/bayarea/article/Memorial-first-in-U-S-for-Lincoln-
Brigade-3221867.php.
22	  Kevin Levangie, ‘From Union Station to Rideau Hall: Public Commemoration of the Canadian 
Contribution to the Spanish Civil War’, Canada and the Spanish Civil War, accessed 31 July 2024, 
spanish​civilwar.ca/public-commemoration.

http://theguardian.com/news/2020/oct/22/the-contested-legacy-of-the-anti-fascist-international-brigades
http://theguardian.com/news/2020/oct/22/the-contested-legacy-of-the-anti-fascist-international-brigades
http://doi.org/10.3828/jrs.2018.26
http://washington.edu/news/1998/09/09/monument-to-spanish-civil-war-volunteers-to-be-dedicated-oct-14/
http://washington.edu/news/1998/09/09/monument-to-spanish-civil-war-volunteers-to-be-dedicated-oct-14/
http://sfgate.com/bayarea/article/Memorial-first-in-U-S-for-Lincoln-Brigade-3221867.php
http://sfgate.com/bayarea/article/Memorial-first-in-U-S-for-Lincoln-Brigade-3221867.php
http://spanishcivilwar.ca/public-commemoration
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The memorialisation of the SCW is a deeply divisive issue in Spain. During 
the Francoist dictatorship, the creation of memorials was a political project 
to legitimise the regime.23 Official monuments monopolised the collective 
memory of the SCW by denying Republican narratives a place in the 
public sphere.24 Accordingly, the dictatorship destroyed most Republican 
memorials.25 Since Spain’s democratisation in the 1970s, competing 
memories of the SCW have formed a fault line in Spanish society.26 A front 
in this ‘memory war’ is the treatment of Francoist memorials as illustrated 
by the controversy over the exhumation of Franco’s remains from El Valle de 
los Caídos (the Valley of the Fallen) in 2019.27 At the national level, leftist 
governments strive to structure these debates through legislation such as 
the 2020 Law of Democratic Memory, while rightist governments tend to 
downplay the ‘memory war’.28 Whereas left-leaning regional governments 
often support research on the International Brigades and the recovery of 
the volunteers’ remains, their right-leaning counterparts have introduced 
‘harmony laws’ to discourage such investigations.29

Amirah Inglis’s 1987 book Australians in the Spanish Civil War laid the 
foundation for the literature on Australia’s connection with the SCW, which 
has explored the volunteers, local fundraising efforts and the response of the 
Spanish diaspora.30 This article adds to the literature by analysing previously 
unexamined sources. It uses the memorial in Canberra and the ASMAC 
deposit at The Australian National University’s Noel Butlin Archives Centre 
as its primary research bases.

23	  Paloma Aguilar Fernández, Memory and Amnesia: The Role of the Spanish Civil War in the Transition 
to Democracy (New York: Bergbahn Books, 2002), 73–91, doi.org/10.2307/jj.7079916; Miguel Ángel 
del Arco Blanco, Crosses of Memory and Oblivion: Monuments to the Fallen of the Spanish Civil War 
(1936–2022) (Routledge, 2024), 292, doi.org/10.4324/9781003267652.
24	  Arco Blanco, Crosses of Memory and Oblivion, 292.
25	  Williams, Gorman and Alexander, Memorials of the Spanish Civil War, 132–5.
26	  Aguilar Fernández, Memory and Amnesia, 211–61.
27	  Sam Jones, ‘“Spain Is Fulfilling Its Duty to Itself”: Franco’s Remains Exhumed’, Guardian, 25 October 
2019, theguardian.com/world/2019/oct/24/franco-exhumation-spain-dictator-madrid. 
28	  David Huys, ‘Is Spain Different? The Tamed Memory of the Spanish Civil War and the Limits 
of Spain’s National Self‐Image (2008–10)’, Australian Journal of Politics and History 69, no. 2 (2023): 
266–82, doi.org/10.1111/ajph.12874; Arco Blanco, Crosses of Memory and Oblivion, 279.
29	  Sam Jones, ‘UN Alarm over Rightwing Laws That Could “Whitewash” Franco Era in Spain’, 
Guardian, 3 May 2024, theguardian.com/world/article/2024/may/03/un-alarm-rightwing-laws-white​
wash-​franco-era-spain; Sam Jones, ‘New Research Raises Hopes of Exhuming Foreign Spanish Civil War 
Dead’, Guardian, 29 May 2024, theguardian.com/world/article/2024/may/29/new-research-raises-hopes-
of-exhuming-foreign-spanish-civil-war-dead. 
30	  Inglis, Australians in the Spanish Civil War; Judith Keene and Agnes Hodgson, The Last Mile to Huesca: 
An Australian Nurse in the Spanish Civil War (New South Wales University Press, 1988); Robert Mason, 
‘Anarchism, Communism and Hispanidad: Australian Spanish Migrants and the Civil War’, Immigrants 
& Minorities 27, no. 1 (2009), doi.org/10.1080/02619280902868931; Bronte Gould, ‘Australian 
Participation in the Spanish Civil War’, Flinders Journal of History and Politics 28, (2012): 98–117.

http://doi.org/10.2307/jj.7079916
http://doi.org/10.4324/9781003267652
http://theguardian.com/world/2019/oct/24/franco-exhumation-spain-dictator-madrid
http://doi.org/10.1111/ajph.12874
http://theguardian.com/world/article/2024/may/03/un-alarm-rightwing-laws-whitewash-franco-era-spain
http://theguardian.com/world/article/2024/may/03/un-alarm-rightwing-laws-whitewash-franco-era-spain
http://theguardian.com/world/article/2024/may/29/new-research-raises-hopes-of-exhuming-foreign-spanish-civil-war-dead
http://theguardian.com/world/article/2024/may/29/new-research-raises-hopes-of-exhuming-foreign-spanish-civil-war-dead
http://doi.org/10.1080/02619280902868931
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This article highlights the dual significance of the memorial, which stands 
as both a public affirmation of anti-fascism and a personal homage to the 
volunteers, by examining its political and psychological dimensions. It secures 
their place in Australian history and gives their fallen comrades a dignified 
farewell. The success of ASMAC’s campaign was due to the dedication of 
committed agents of remembrance, including the volunteers themselves, 
their families, historians and members of the Spanish community in 
Australia. Driven by anti-fascism and working-class solidarity, the support 
from the Australian left wing demonstrated the cohesive strength of a shared 
moral economy.

Additionally, this article sheds light on Australia’s rich and largely 
unacknowledged network of left-wing activists and intellectuals. 
E. P. Thompson investigated working-class behaviour through the notion 
of ‘moral economy’, which referred to the set of strongly held values on 
social justice shared among a social group; such values often legitimised 
and incentivised collective action.31 Drawing on this concept, Lisa Milner 
explored the operation of the formal and informal networks sustaining 
postwar Australian artist-workers.32 Republican activists in the 1930s and 
ASMAC tapped into this left-wing moral economy. Other than lending 
their creative talents to fundraising efforts for the Republic, artist-activists 
such as Jack Lindsay and Katherine Susannah-Prichard mobilised their wider 
cultural acquaintances.33 ASMAC’s members, all of whom were established 
figures in leftist politics, reached out to their friends and professional 
contacts. Around half of the donated sum came from these individuals 
and institutions, thereby showcasing the importance of the left-wing moral 
economy to the memorial’s creation.

This article also contributes to scholars’ understanding of anti-fascist activism 
in Australia. In contrast to the rich literature on the Australian far right, there 
is relatively little on anti-fascist resistance. Existing work generally focuses 
on the interwar period and specific groups, such as communists and Jewish 
immigrants, while references to postwar anti-fascism are often subsumed 
under broader histories of the Australian left or far right.34 Evan Smith, Jayne 

31	  E.P. Thompson, ‘The Moral Economy of the English Crowd in the Eighteenth Century’, Past & 
Present 50, no. 1 (1971), doi.org/10.1093/past/50.1.76.
32	  Jon Piccini, Evan Smith and Matthew Worley, eds, The Far Left in Australia since 1945 (Routledge, 
2018), 267–83, doi.org/10.4324/9780429487347.
33	  Inglis, Australians in the Spanish Civil War, 81–94.
34	  Evan Smith, Jayne Persian and Vashti Jane Fox, eds, Histories of Fascism and Anti-Fascism in Australia 
(Routledge, 2023), 11, doi.org/10.4324/9781003120964.

http://doi.org/10.1093/past/50.1.76
http://doi.org/10.4324/9780429487347
http://doi.org/10.4324/9781003120964
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Persian and Vashti Jane Fox’s 2023 book Histories of Fascism and Anti‑Fascism 
in Australia is the first scholarly work to systematically investigate the various 
anti-fascist groups that have emerged to counter far-right threats in Australia 
over the past century. They argued that:

whenever fascism and the far right have reared their heads in 
Australia, there has been a concerted effort by anti-fascist and anti-
racist activists—of all stripes—to challenge and confront them.35

By exploring the memorial’s significance as an anti-fascist symbol and 
ASMAC’s mobilisation of members of the Australian left wing through 
their shared moral economy, this article investigates an unexplored case of 
anti-fascist activism in Australia.

This article combines two dominant approaches to studying war memorials. 
The political paradigm sees memorials as focal points of national identity 
and cohesion, while the psychological paradigm views them as sites of 
mourning.36 Yet, individual agency can also be significant in the creation 
and perpetuation of commemorative activities. This applies particularly 
to the International Brigades, whose service has no official recognition 
in their home countries. Memorials thus do not always reflect state 
power or societal consensus but develop from the agendas of determined 
‘agents of remembrance’, namely, individuals with an emotional, often 
personal, connection with the events commemorated.37 This article draws 
on both political and psychological paradigms to comprehensively analyse 
the SCW memorial’s meanings, and identifies the agents of remembrance 
who made the memorial possible.

To begin, this article contextualises the Australian volunteers’ involvement 
in the SCW. It then analyses the SCW memorial’s layers of significance 
to discuss its public and private meanings. Lastly, this article explores 
ASMAC’s memorial campaign to explain the factors behind its success. 
Ultimately, this article highlights the memorial’s layered significance, 
serving both as a public anti-fascist symbol and a personal tribute to the 
Australian volunteers. It also demonstrates that ASMAC’s success was due 
to the unwavering efforts of various agents of remembrance, including the 
volunteers, their families, historians and members of Australia’s Spanish 

35	  Smith, Persian and Fox, Histories of Fascism, 9.
36	  T. G. Ashplant, Graham Dawson and Michael Roper, The Politics of War Memory and Commemoration 
(Routledge, 2000), 7–10.
37	  Jay Winter, Remembering War: The Great War between Memory and History in the Twentieth Century 
(Yale University Press, 2008), 136.
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community. Rooted in anti-fascist values and working-class solidarity, the 
support from left-wing groups and individuals across Australia underscored 
the shared moral values that unified ASMAC’s campaign.

Part I: Australia and the Spanish Civil War
The stance of the Australian Government under Prime Minister Joseph 
Lyons on the SCW was strictly non-interventionist. As a devout Roman 
Catholic and the leader of a nascent coalition government, Lyons was 
unwilling to invite controversy over a distant war.38 Attorney-General 
Robert Menzies stated that Australia had no interest in Europe’s ideological 
struggles.39 Other than appealing against donating funds to Spain, the 
Lyons government refused to condemn Franco’s indiscriminate aerial 
bombardments.40 Though critical of Franco’s insurrection, the opposition 
Australian Labor Party (ALP) was suspicious of foreign wars and had yet to 
fully recover from the split of 1931; thus, it did not press Lyons for a stronger 
response.41 The interwar ALP advocated anti-militarism and the settlement 
of armed conflicts by negotiation and arbitration.42 Despite allegations of 
disloyalty, the ALP embraced a ‘respectable’ version of the Anzac tradition 
that ‘married Anzac to the quest for international peace through the League 
of Nations’ in opposition to ‘jingoism’.43

The Australian public was largely indifferent to the SCW, although many 
left-wing groups, such as trade unions and artists, were sympathetic to 
the Republican cause. Support for the Republic existed but was limited. 
While over 300,000 volunteers made up the Australian Imperial Force 
during World War I, only 70 Australians volunteered to fight in the SCW.44 
Across Australia, left-wing activists established Spanish Relief Committees 
(SRCs) to raise funds for the Republic. There were 21 SRCs nationwide, 
with 16 located in Queensland due to the high concentration of Spanish 

38	  Inglis, Australians in the Spanish Civil War, 30.
39	  Mason, ‘Anarchism, Communism and Hispanidad’, 35.
40	  Inglis, Australians in the Spanish Civil War, 31–33.
41	  Inglis, Australians in the Spanish Civil War, 37.
42	  Neville Kirk, ‘“Australians for Australia”: The Right, the Labor Party and Contested Loyalties to 
Nation and Empire in Australia, 1917 to the Early 1930s’, Labour History 91, (2006): 99–100.
43	  Phillip Deery and Frank Bongiorno, ‘Labor, Loyalty and Peace: Two Anzac Controversies of the 
1920s’, Labour History 106, (2014): 227, doi.org/10.5263/labourhistory.106.0205.
44	  Inglis, Australians in the Spanish Civil War, 213.

http://doi.org/10.5263/labourhistory.106.0205
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immigrants there.45 Between 1936 and 1944, Australians donated 
approximately £18,000—a sum significantly less than the £30,000 sent to 
the London dock strikers in 1889.46

The Australian volunteers had no national veterans’ association. Their small 
numbers and the country’s expansiveness hindered the formation of such an 
organisation.47 After the SCW, they were either absorbed into other left-wing 
movements or gave up activism entirely. Six volunteers served in the Allied 
forces in World War II.48 Following the Menzies government’s outlawing of 
the Communist Party of Australia (CPA) in June 1940, police confiscated 
SRC material considered to be communist.49 While the Curtin government 
lifted the CPA ban in late 1942, the party’s heightened militancy after 1945 
exacerbated official concerns over left-wing causes.50 The volunteers’ and 
the SRCs’ close association with the CPA gave their memorialisation efforts 
a subversive connotation.51 Without a dedicated institution advocating for 
the volunteers, more pressing issues faced by other left-wing movements, 
such as ideological schisms, eclipsed the remembrance of the SCW.52

Part II: The memorial
The SCW memorial has public political and private psychological meanings. 
Regarding its broader political significance, the memorial is a focal point 
of anti-fascism. ASMAC’s donation appeal leaflet (see Figure 2) indicated 
the memorial’s planned purpose of honouring ‘the brave Australian women 
and men who went from ‘the other end of the earth’ to offer their lives in 
the fight against fascism’.53 The inscription on the memorial is in English 
and Spanish. Whereas the English version describes Franco’s attack on the 
Republic as an ‘uprising’, the Spanish version uses the term sublevación that 
has connotations of sedition.54 The scathing characterisation of Franco’s far-
right insurrection accentuates the memorial’s anti-fascist orientation.

45	  Mason, ‘Anarchism, Communism and Hispanidad’, 38.
46	  Inglis, Australians in the Spanish Civil War, 214.
47	  Inglis, Australians in the Spanish Civil War, 206–7.
48	  Inglis, Australians in the Spanish Civil War, 200–5.
49	  Inglis, Australians in the Spanish Civil War, 199.
50	  Piccini, Smith and Worley, The Far Left in Australia, 2–3.
51	  Inglis, Australians in the Spanish Civil War, 57–60, 219–21.
52	  Piccini, Smith and Worley, The Far Left in Australia, 6–10.
53	  ASMAC, donation appeal leaflet, c. June 1992.
54	  ASMAC, invitation to the memorial unveiling ceremony, c. September 1993, N173/7, ASMAC 
deposit; ‘Sublevar’, Diccionario de La Lengua Española, Real Academia Española, accessed 30 October 
2023, dle.rae.es/sublevar.

http://dle.rae.es/sublevar
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Figure 2: Donation appeal leaflet, Australians in Spain Memorial Appeal 
Committee, c. June 1992.
Source: N173/4, ASMAC deposit, NBAC.
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Among the 52 volunteers whose place of birth was known, 33 were 
from Australia (New South Wales, 12; Victoria, 12; Queensland, 3; Western 
Australia, 3; Tasmania, 2; South Australia, 1) and six were from Spain.55 
Although personal factors such as unemployment contributed to the 
volunteers’ decision to serve, the most common denominator was a sense 
of left-wing, anti-fascist idealism; many of them were either communists 
or socialists.56 The memorial’s inscription stresses their firm belief that the 
SCW ‘represented the first battle in a larger war against fascism’.57

Upon witnessing this zeal, Inglis drew a parallel between the volunteers 
and Don Quixote, the fictional Spanish nobleman created by Miguel de 
Cervantes.58 Fuelled by romanticised tales of ancient chivalry, Don Quixote 
embarked on a journey across Spain to protect the helpless and destroy the 
wicked. Reminiscent of this vehement idealism, 70 Australians willingly 
risked their lives in a distant war in which they had no personal stake and 
for a foreign people to whom they owed nothing.

The volunteers were a manifestation of the internationalist movement 
of the 1930s. Internationalism had two facets: a force for pacifism and 
a universalist sense of solidarity for one’s overseas ideological brethren. 
The first aspect was illustrated at the 1937 World’s Fair in Paris. With the 
support of WWI veterans’ associations worldwide, the left-wing Popular 
Front French Government commissioned the Pavilion of Peace at the 
centre of the World’s Fair.59 The memorial illustrated the horrors of war and 
forwarded the League of Nations’ pacifist message. In the face of escalating 
warfare in Spain, China and Ethiopia in the mid-1930s, it embodied the 
internationalist hope that peaceful coexistence was still possible.

To the SCW’s foreign combatants, internationalism meant solidarity with 
their Spanish allies. On the Republican side, the idea of a multinational 
army echoed Karl Marx’s prophecy that ‘workers of the world’ would unite 
against their oppressors; the volunteers saw themselves as part of a proletariat 
that transcended national boundaries.60 Meanwhile, Franco’s international 
allies such as the anti-communist White Russians and the fascist Romanian 

55	  Inglis, Australians in the Spanish Civil War, 219–21.
56	  Gould, ‘Australian Participation in the Spanish Civil War’, 111.
57	  ASMAC, invitation to the memorial unveiling ceremony.
58	  Inglis, Australians in the Spanish Civil War, 217.
59	  Jay Winter, ‘Pacifism, Guernica, and the Spanish Civil War’, in ‘If You Tolerate This—’: The Spanish 
Civil War in the Age of Total War, ed. Martin Baumeister and Stefanie Schüler-Springorum (Campus Verlag, 
2008), 279–82.
60	  Carroll, The Odyssey of the Abraham Lincoln Brigade, 12–14.
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Iron Guard regarded the SCW as a foreign war synonymous with their own 
domestic struggle.61 Believing that the SCW was a Christian crusade against 
godless communists, Nugent Bull was the only Australian known to have 
fought for Franco.62 Careerist aspirations factored into the motivations of 
the Italian and German soldiers fighting for Franco.63 As they fought at 
the behest of their respective governments, their involvement in Spain was, 
foremost, an official mission rather than a personal decision.

The fear of a renascent far right was palpable following the end of the Cold 
War. Despite their differences, the United States and the Soviet Union had 
a shared interest in containing right-wing radicalism (though the United 
States supported select far-right groups and regimes to combat Soviet 
interests).64 Nonetheless, right-wing politics was never destroyed. While 
Eastern European right-wing radicals remained dormant, their Western 
European counterparts adapted to the changed geopolitical situation by 
embracing transnational connections and adopting a more ‘legalistic’ and 
electorally conscious approach to gaining power.65

The end of the Cold War established a favourable context for ASMAC’s 
campaign from June 1992 to December 1993. The Cold War’s ideological 
struggle was between variants of Marxism and liberal capitalism.66 
The Australian Government’s response to leftist movements amid the Cold 
War reflected a general overestimation of the prospect of left-wing subversion.67 
The disintegration of the Soviet Bloc between 1989 and 1991, as well as the 

61	  Judith Keene and Gabriel Jackson, Fighting for Franco: International Volunteers in Nationalist Spain 
during the Spanish Civil War (Bloomsbury, 2007).
62	  Inglis, Australians in the Spanish Civil War, 119; Judith Keene, ‘Joseph Nugent Palmer Bull (1908–
1940)’, Australian Dictionary of Biography, National Centre of Biography, ANU, accessed 31 October 
2023, adb.anu.edu.au/biography/bull-joseph-nugent-palmer-12827.
63	  Stefanie Schüler-Springorum, ‘War as Adventure: The Experience of the Condor Legion in Spain’, 
in ‘If You This—’: The Spanish Civil War in the Age of Total War, ed. Martin Baumeister and Stefanie 
Schüler-Springorum (Campus Verlag, 2008), 230–3.
64	  Luciano Cheles, Ronnie Ferguson and Michalina Vaughan, The Far Right in Western and Eastern 
Europe (Longman, 1995), 20–1; Barbara Zanchetta, ‘Between Cold War Imperatives and State-Sponsored 
Terrorism: The United States and “Operation Condor”’, Studies in Conflict & Terrorism 39, no. 12 (2016), 
doi.org/10.1080/1057610X.2016.1159069.
65	  Johannes Dafinger and Moritz Florin, A Transnational History of Right-Wing Terrorism: Political 
Violence and the Far Right in Eastern and Western Europe since 1900 (Routledge, 2022), 9–12, doi.org/​
10.4324/9781003105251.
66	  Odd Arne Westad, ‘The Cold War and the International History of the Twentieth Century’, in The 
Cambridge History of the Cold War, ed. Melvyn P. Leffler and Odd Arne Westad (Cambridge University 
Press, 2010), 13–17, doi.org/10.1017/CHOL9780521837194.002.
67	  Meredith Burgmann, Dirty Secrets: Our ASIO Files (NewSouth, 2014), 25; John Blaxland, 
The Protest Years: The Official History of ASIO, 1963–1975 (Allen & Unwin, 2016), 6; Evan Smith, 
‘Policing Protest in the Australian Capital Territory: The Introduction and Use of the Public Order Act 
1971’, Journal of Australian Studies 40, no. 1 (2016), doi.org/10.1080/14443058.2015.1110614.
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CPA’s dissolution, mitigated official fears of communist infiltration; politically 
and ideologically motivated violence became the primary concern.68 Given 
ASMAC’s association with various communists, it was unlikely that its 
campaign would have succeeded if it had happened during the Cold War.69

The former brigadiers understood the political significance of their memorials 
in the ongoing struggle against fascism. Having lobbied for the establishment 
of various SCW monuments in Britain, British volunteer David Goodman 
regarded his work as a means to ‘combat the revival of fascism and other far-
right ideas’.70 Similarly, British volunteer Len Crome described the creation of 
these memorials as ‘an act of courageous defiance in view of the current attacks 
of the neo-Nazis’, and the IBA believed that ‘the lessons of unity and struggle 
learnt in Spain’ could effectively halt the resurgence of fascism.71 The IBA 
framed the Australian memorial appeal as part of the global struggle against 
the far right. It highlighted the renewed fascist threat just before appealing for 
solidarity in the form of donations to ASMAC. In its newsletter for October 
1992, it condemned the neo-Nazi vandalism of the International Brigades 
monument in Berlin from the previous year.72 The December newsletter 
called for transnational unity by invoking the legacy of the Republic’s Slavic 
volunteers, who, despite their ethnic differences, fought under the united 
banner of the Dimitrov Battalion.73 The Spanish Socialist Workers’ Party 
regarded the memorial in Canberra as ‘a symbol of remembrance, peace, 
and international solidarity’.74 The Dolores Ibárruri Foundation, a left-wing 
Spanish think tank, called ASMAC’s project ‘a noble initiative to remind the 
world of the dangers of fascism’.75 Overall, the SCW memorial was largely 
understood to be an anti-fascist bastion appealing for left-wing solidarity in 
the face of a resurgent far right.

As an embodiment of their determination to secure their legacy in Australian 
history, the memorial in Canberra held deep personal significance for 
the Australian volunteers. By 1992, time was running out: Edmonds was the 

68	  John Blaxland and Rhys Crawley, The Secret Cold War: The Official History of ASIO, 1975–1989 
(Allen & Unwin, 2017), 430–1.
69	  John Sendy to Amirah Inglis, 3 September 1992, N173/4, ASMAC deposit; Laurie Aarons to Amirah 
Inglis, 4 October 1992, N173/4, ASMAC deposit.
70	  Dave Goodman to Amirah Inglis, 19 November 1993, N173/1, ASMAC deposit; Herald Post article 
about Dave Goodman, 7 September 1989, N173/8, ASMAC deposit.
71	  IBA, donation appeal leaflet, c. 1990, N173/8, ASMAC deposit.
72	  IBA, newsletter, October 1992, N173/8, ASMAC deposit.
73	  IBA, newsletter, December 1992, N173/8, ASMAC deposit.
74	  Carmen Garcia Bloise to Amirah Inglis, 11 December 1993, N173/7, ASMAC deposit.
75	  The Dolores Ibárruri Foundation to Amirah Inglis, c. 1994, N173/1, ASMAC deposit.
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sole known surviving Australian brigadier.76 After receiving Longstaff’s appeal 
for an Australian memorial in January 1992, Inglis shared her trepidation with 
Edmonds. She noted the project’s ‘immense difficulty’ due to ‘the passage of 
over fifty years’ and, consequently, the uncertain level of public interest.77 She 
echoed Fox’s concern that there were simply ‘very few people alive with any 
direct connection’ to the SCW.78 The proposers of any public memorial were 
personally responsible for raising the required funds.79 ASMAC’s decision 
to proceed with its campaign thus evidenced a deep personal commitment to 
the cause of memorialising the volunteers. Jay Winter described these groups 
of people as ‘fictive kinship groups’—goal-oriented individuals with a project, 
bonded not by blood but by a shared imprint of history.80 Without them, 
there could be no collective memory.

The SCW memorial sought to embed the volunteers in Australian history. 
ASMAC explored the possibility of situating the memorial at the Australian 
War Memorial; however, as the volunteers were not ‘Australian forces’, 
the institution could not accommodate the monument.81 This inquiry 
showed ASMAC’s desire to have the Australian volunteers’ service officially 
recognised. Moreover, the memorial’s inscription cites Australian writer 
Nettie Palmer’s appraisal of the volunteers’ story as ‘a truly brave chapter 
in Australia’s history’.82 This framing conveys the monument’s purpose of 
securing the volunteers’ place in Australia’s national memory.

To integrate the volunteers into the Australian landscape, the monument 
exhibits two features characteristic of Australian war memorials. First, it 
commemorates all those who served, not just those who fell.83 The opening 
line of the memorial’s inscription reads:

This monument honours the seventy Australian men and women 
who went to Spain during the Spanish Civil War of 1936–39 to 
defend the cause of the Spanish Republic.84

76	  Charles Miranda, ‘Spanish War Remembered’, Canberra Times, 12 November 1993, N173/7, 
ASMAC deposit.
77	  Amirah Inglis to Lloyd Edmonds, 16 March 1992, N173/1, ASMAC deposit.
78	  Len Fox to Amirah Inglis, 21 April 1992, N173/1, ASMAC deposit.
79	  Canberra National Memorials Committee, ‘General Guidelines and Policy Relating to National 
Memorials’, c. 1992, N173/1, ASMAC deposit.
80	  Winter, Remembering War, 136.
81	  B. Kelson to A. Inglis, 23 November 1992, N173/1, ASMAC deposit.
82	  ASMAC, invitation to the memorial unveiling ceremony.
83	  Jay Winter, Sites of Memory, Sites of Mourning: The Great War in European Cultural History (Cambridge 
University Press, 2014), 98, doi.org/10.1017/CBO9781107589087.
84	  ASMAC, invitation to the memorial unveiling ceremony.
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Figure 3: List of Australian volunteers on the invitation, c. September 1993.
Source: N173/7, ASMAC deposit, NBAC.

While the memorial does not enumerate the names of the 70 volunteers, the 
list was printed on the unveiling ceremony invitation (see Figure 3).

Second, the memorial emphasises the volunteers’ military achievements 
rather than the ‘grief of the bereaved’.85 It dwells on neither the Republic’s 
defeat nor the brigadiers’ casualties. The memorial highlights their service 
in every corner of Spain. Its centrepiece is a map of Spain that shows 
the 31 major battlefields (see Figure 4) where the volunteers saw action. 
The hint at the Australian brigadiers’ prowess pays homage to the Anzac 
tradition, which assumes that Australian soldiers excelled precisely because 
of their civilian ‘bush’ background.86 Altogether, the memorial in Canberra 
is a testament to the Australian volunteers’ determination to secure a place 
for themselves in their nation’s history.

85	  David Wharton Lloyd, Battlefield Tourism: Pilgrimage and the Commemoration of the Great War in 
Britain, Australia, and Canada, 1919–1939 (Berg, 1998), 192.
86	  Charles Edwin Woodrow Bean, Official History of Australia in the War of 1914–1918 (Angus & 
Robertson, 1921), 46.
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Figure 4: Map of Spain on the memorial.
Source: Hin Yeung Chu, personal photograph, 31 October 2023.

The memorial held another kind of personal significance for the volunteers: 
it provided the surviving members with closure by allowing them to properly 
put their fallen comrades to rest. Janice Pavils surmised that Australians’ 
pilgrimages to battlefields and war graves on Anzac Day, Remembrance Day 
and other momentous anniversaries, emerged as a reaction to the fact that 
‘grieving families of the dead … could not conduct a funeral’ to achieve the 
closure of ‘that last rite of passage’.87 This lack of a proper send-off applied 
particularly to the bereaved who were unable to have their loved ones’ 
remains returned home or simply had no body to bury. In place of the dead 
coming home, they went to the dead to ease their own grief, irrespective of 
whether the destination held human remains. The former brigadiers faced 
a comparable situation, where many of their fallen never came home and 
most likely lie in unmarked mass graves.88 The SCW memorial is not merely 
a metaphorical way of laying the fallen to rest, but also a means to ease the 

87	  Janice Pavils, Anzac Day: The Undying Debt (Lythrum Press, 2007), 176–7.
88	  Jones, ‘New Research’.
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survivors’ guilt of being unable to give their dead a dignified end. These 
two features, namely a public acknowledgement of grief and a personal 
commitment to honour the dead, are ‘the pillars of local commemoration’.89

The former brigadiers appreciated the memorial’s personal significance. 
Unknown as an Australian volunteer until after the memorial’s creation, 
George Eastwood thanked ASMAC ‘for establishing this memorial to all of 
us [the volunteers] including the ones that did not return’; he poignantly 
added, ‘it [the memorial] will probably be the only recognition I will get’.90 
Likewise, British volunteer Bill Alexander described the monument as a 
‘tribute’ that ‘secured the Australian volunteers’ place in history’.91 In its 
congratulatory message to ASMAC, the IBA was ‘thrilled and proud’ that 
their Australian comrades were ‘being honoured and remembered in their 
own country’; meanwhile, VALB ‘wholly endorsed all efforts to salute those 
Australians who fought the good fight against Franco’.92 The SCW memorial 
represents a long-overdue recognition of the volunteers’ service and a proper 
farewell to their fallen. While less imposing, it is just as meaningful as its 
more famous counterparts on Anzac Parade.

Part III: The campaign
ASMAC’s appeal for an Australian memorial received support from the 
volunteers themselves, their families, historians, members of the Spanish 
community in Australia, numerous left-wing figures and groups, and 
various ALP politicians. Of the AUD10,000 that ASMAC received 
between June 1992 and December 1993, around AUD9,000 came from 
within Australia; the total amount sufficiently covered the memorial’s 
construction and the unveiling ceremony.93 While the SCW memorial was 
the achievement of committed agents of remembrance with personal and 
emotional connections to the SCW, it also owed its existence to the support 
of many left-wing organisations and individuals. ASMAC secured their 
backing by appealing to commonly shared leftist values such as anti-fascism 
and working-class solidarity.

89	  Winter, Sites of Memory, Sites of Mourning, 97.
90	  George Eastwood to Amirah Inglis, 28 January 1994, N173/1, ASMAC deposit.
91	  Bill Alexander to Amirah Inglis, 28 December 1993, N173/1, ASMAC deposit.
92	  Hon Brown to Netta Burns, 31 October 1992, N173/4, ASMAC deposit; IBA to Amirah Inglis, 
c. September 1993, N173/7, ASMAC deposit.
93	  Commonwealth Bank of Australia, ASMAC bank statements, 2 December 1992, 5 April 1993, 
9 August 1993, 13 December 1993, N173/3, ASMAC deposit.
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Figure 5: L. Edmonds’s article, ‘Remembering Spain’, published in the 
leftist periodical Broadside Weekly, 28 October 1992.
Source: N173/4, ASMAC deposit, NBAC.
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ASMAC’s campaign gained support not only from Australian and foreign 
volunteers but also from their families. Edmonds used his position as the 
secretary of the Melbourne branch of the Australian Society for the Study of 
Labour History to facilitate ASMAC’s fundraising.94 He secured donations 
from the society’s other branches and authored advertorial articles on the 
memorial appeal (see Figure 5).95 In honour of their Australian comrades, 
overseas volunteers contributed to the campaign. Besides sponsoring the 
memorial’s construction, the IBA and VALB circulated information about 
the appeal with their respective newsletters.96 Foreign veterans’ associations 
and volunteers donated approximately AUD600 to ASMAC.

Deeming the monument in Canberra to be ‘a sobering reminder’ of the 
ongoing fight against fascism, Linda Carroli donated AUD15 in memory of 
her Italian grandfather, who was an international brigadier.97 Martha Ansara, 
whose American mother volunteered for the Republic, gave AUD10.98 
The son of Australian volunteer Sam Aarons, Eric Aarons, contributed 
AUD30 in honour of his late father.99 Connected personally and emotionally 
with the Republican cause, the volunteers and their families were committed 
agents of remembrance who enabled the campaign’s success.

The support of historians was instrumental in the memorial’s establishment. 
Expanding on the 41 volunteers identified in Palmer and Fox’s 1948 
memorial booklet Australians in Spain: Our Pioneers against Fascism, Inglis 
discovered 29 additional volunteers while researching for Australians in 
the Spanish Civil War.100 Keene reconstructed Australian nurse Agnes 
Hodgson’s experience in wartime Spain in her book The Last Mile to Huesca: 
An Australian Nurse in the Spanish Civil War.101 Their works brought public 
attention to the volunteers’ exploits.102 

94	  Lloyd Edmonds to Amirah Inglis, 25 March 1992, N173/1, ASMAC deposit.
95	  Greg Patmore to Lloyd Edmonds, 25 June 1992, N173/1, ASMAC deposit; Lloyd Edmonds to 
Amirah Inglis, 29 June 1992, N173/1, ASMAC deposit; Lloyd Edmonds, ‘Remembering Spain’, Broadside 
Weekly, 28 October 1992, N173/4, ASMAC deposit.
96	  Charlie Nusser to Amirah Inglis, 1 December 1992, N173/1, ASMAC deposit; IBA, newsletter, 
December 1992, N173/8, ASMAC deposit.
97	  Linda Carroli to Amirah Inglis, 9 September 1992, N173/4, ASMAC deposit.
98	  Martha Ansara to Amirah Inglis, 4 December 1992, N173/4, ASMAC deposit.
99	  Eric Aarons to Amirah Inglis, 25 September 1992, N173/4, ASMAC deposit.
100	 Nettie Palmer and Len Fox, Memorial pamphlet, ‘Australians in Spain: Our Pioneers Against Fascism’, 
May 1948, P15/1/33, Phil Thorne Collection, NBAC, ANU; Peter Fuller, ‘Idealism Took Australians to 
Spain’, Sydney Morning Herald, 21 November 1987, N171/7/47, Amirah Inglis Collection, NBAC, ANU.
101	 Keene and Hodgson, The Last Mile to Huesca.
102	 Amirah Inglis, ‘Civil War Veterans Remember’, Canberra Times, 8 January 1989, N171/7/47, Amirah 
Inglis Collection, NBAC, ANU.
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Given Inglis’s status as one of the leading Australian scholars on the 
SCW, Prime Minister Bob Hawke forwarded Longstaff’s inquiry about 
an Australian SCW memorial to Inglis, which prompted her assembly of 
ASMAC.103 She and Keene jointly authored the memorial’s inscription and 
finalised the list of Australian volunteers that appeared on the unveiling 
ceremony invitation.104 Drawing on the contacts that they made while 
researching for their respective books, Inglis and Keene reached out to 
the volunteers and their families on behalf of ASMAC.105 They not only 
recovered and publicised the volunteers’ stories, but also connected ASMAC 
with the very volunteers it sought to celebrate. Without Inglis’s and Keene’s 
historical investigations, ASMAC and the memorial in Canberra might 
simply not have existed.

Much of Australia’s Spanish community endorsed ASMAC’s campaign for 
a memorial dedicated to the Australian volunteers. After learning about 
the memorial appeal, Carmen Castelo, president of the Spanish Migrants 
Coordinating Committee (SMCC) in the Australian Capital Territory, 
expressed willingness to collaborate with ASMAC on a fundraiser; she spoke 
of her family’s experiences fighting for the Republic.106 The resulting event 
was a musical party for the Spanish community at the Spanish-Australian 
Club on 3 April 1993, which raised nearly AUD1,300, thus exceeding the 
estimated return of AUD700.107 The SMCC assisted in the memorial’s 
design by translating the finalised inscription from English into Spanish.108 
On behalf of Canberra’s Spanish community, Castelo thanked the volunteers 
for their selflessness at the unveiling ceremony (see Figure 6).109

103	 A. Inglis to A. Thurley, 2 December 1992, N173/1, ASMAC deposit.
104	 Amirah Inglis and Judith Keene, drafts of memorial inscriptions, c. July 1993, N173/6, ASMAC 
deposit; ASMAC, invitation to the memorial unveiling ceremony.
105	 Amirah Inglis to Bill Alexander, 4 December 1983, N171/7/46, Amirah Inglis Collection, NBAC, 
ANU; ASMAC, meeting notes, 12 July 1992 and c. September 1992, N173/5, ASMAC deposit.
106	 Carmen Castelo to Amirah Inglis, 15 October 1992, N173/4, ASMAC deposit.
107	 Netta Burns to Antonio Nuñez, 4 May 1993, N173/6, ASMAC deposit; Spanish Australian Club 
of Canberra, ‘Fiesta a celebrarse en el Club Español’, Bulletin, c. March 1993, N173/8, ASMAC deposit.
108	 Carmen Castelo, drafts of memorial inscriptions, c. July 1993, N173/6, ASMAC deposit.
109	 ASMAC, audio recording of the unveiling ceremony, 11 December 1993, N173/11, ASMAC 
deposit, hdl.handle.net/1885/266371.
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Figure 6: Carmen Castelo speaking at the unveiling ceremony, 
11 December 1993.
Source: N173/7, ASMAC deposit, NBAC.

Likewise, the Spanish ambassador to Australia, Antonio Nuñez, approved 
of the proposed monument.110 He wrote to the ACT Government and the 
Australian Government to convey the Spanish Government’s endorsement 
of ASMAC’s campaign.111 As a show of its support, the Spanish Government 
donated a young olive tree to the planned memorial; the tree served as 
a symbol of peace.112 At the unveiling, Nuñez expressed his gratitude to 
ASMAC for its efforts ‘to honour the Australians who died for their ideals 
and Spain’.113 Given their personal and emotional connection with the SCW, 
much of the Spanish community in Australia backed ASMAC’s campaign 
to honour the volunteers who came to their homeland’s defence.

110	 Antonio Nuñez to Amirah Inglis, 1 December 1992, N173/1, ASMAC deposit.
111	 Gerard Early to Antonio Nuñez, 23 March 1993, N173/1, ASMAC deposit.
112	 Netta Burns to Michael Grace, 20 May 1993, N173/6, ASMAC deposit.
113	 ASMAC, audio recording of the unveiling ceremony. 
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Apart from committed agents of remembrance, ASMAC owed its success to 
the generous support of many left-wing Australian groups and organisations. 
By emphasising the campaign’s anti-fascist content and the Australian 
volunteers’ working-class background, ASMAC appealed to the leftist moral 
economy. ASMAC’s cause resonated with trade unions, progressive think 
tanks and left-wing activists. Of the 52 Australian volunteers whose prewar 
occupations Inglis identified, all but two were union members; hence, the 
volunteers had a close association with the trade union movement.114

ASMAC reached out to different left-wing organisations such as the Evatt 
Foundation (see Figure 7), the Victorian Trades Hall Council (VTHC), 
the SEARCH Foundation and the Trades and Labor Council of Western 
Australia.115 Other than donating to ASMAC, the VTHC passed on 
information about the memorial appeal to its affiliated trade unions (see 
Figure 8).116 At least six different unions responded and donated a sum of 
AUD1,150.117 Out of the total AUD10,000 received by ASMAC, around 
AUD3,000 came from unions and think tanks.

Forming most of the sum, approximately AUD5,000 came from around 
200–300 private donors who were connected to leftist politics and often 
acquaintances of ASMAC’s members. Prominent examples included 
Laurie Aarons, former general secretary of the CPA; Annette Cameron, an 
Aboriginal rights and feminist activist; Roderick Shaw, an anti-war artist; 
John Sendy, a senior leader of the CPA; and John Croyston, a director at the 
Australian Broadcasting Corporation.118 Although these individuals might 
not have had an emotional or personal connection with the SCW, they 
supported ASMAC because they believed in its cause.

114	 Inglis, Australians in the Spanish Civil War, 121.
115	 E. Aarons to A. Inglis, 25 September 1992, N173/4, ASMAC deposit; John Halfpenny to Netta 
Burns, 15 October 1992, N173/4, ASMAC deposit; Trades and Labor Council of Western Australia, 
donation note, 24 November 1992, N173/4, ASMAC deposit; Tom Uren to Amirah Inglis, 30 November 
1992, N173/4, ASMAC deposit.
116	 John Halfpenny, circular to affiliated unions, 15 October 1992, N173/4, ASMAC deposit.
117	 Brian Barker to Amirah Inglis, 2 November 1992, N173/4, ASMAC deposit; Derek Cafferty to Netta 
Burns, 17 November 1992, N173/4, ASMAC deposit; J. Coombs to Netta Burns, 4 March 1993, N173/4, 
ASMAC deposit; John Neil to Netta Burns, 6 November 1992, N173/4, ASMAC deposit; Australian 
Teachers Union, donation note, 16 November 1992, N173/4, ASMAC deposit; Construction Forestry 
Mining Energy Union, donation note, 24 November 1992, N173/4, ASMAC deposit.
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L. Aarons to A. Inglis, 4 October 1992, N173/4, ASMAC deposit.
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Figure 7: The Evatt Foundation’s letter of support, 30 November 1992.
Source: N173/4, ASMAC deposit.
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Figure 8: VTHC’s circular to its affiliated unions.
Source: J. Halfpenny, 15 October 1992, N173/4, ASMAC deposit.
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Figure 9: Bill Wood speaking at the memorial’s unveiling, 
11 December 1993.
Source: N173/7, ASMAC deposit, NBAC.

This solidarity extended to the upper echelons of leftist politics. As a 
long-time ALP activist and a former ministerial adviser, Burns had deep 
connections within the ALP; she thus contacted the party’s state and 
federal branches on ASMAC’s behalf.119 Eleven ALP politicians donated 
a total of AUD585.120 They included Tom Helm, a member of the Western 
Australian Legislative Council; Gerry Sullivan, a member of the New South 
Wales Parliament; Warren Snowdon, Ross Free, Laurie Ferguson and John 
Langmore, members of the House of Representatives; Bob McMullan, 
a senator for the ACT; Olive Zakharov, a senator for Victoria; Gordon 
Bilney, minister for defence science and personnel; Brian Howe, deputy 
prime minister; and Bill Wood, the ACT minister for the environment, 
education, and the arts.

119	 Netta Burns, interview by Amirah Inglis [sound recording], 14 October 1993, Oral History 
Collection, National Library of Australia, Canberra, nla.gov.au/nla.cat-vn1364356.
120	 Bill Wood to Netta Burns, 28 October 1992, N173/1, ASMAC deposit; Bob McMullan, donation 
note, 15 December 1992, N173/4, ASMAC deposit; Gerry Sullivan, donation note, 15 December 1992, 
N173/4, ASMAC deposit; Gordon Bilney, donation note, 28 September 1992, N173/4, ASMAC deposit; 
John Langmore, donation note, 15 October 1992, N173/4, ASMAC deposit; Laurie Ferguson, donation 
note, 15 February 1993, N173/4, ASMAC deposit; Olive Zakharov, donation note, 23 September 1992, 
N173/4, ASMAC deposit; Ray O’Halloran to Netta Burns, 21 June 1993, N173/4, ASMAC deposit; 
Ross Free, donation note, 26 October 1992, N173/4, ASMAC deposit; Tom Helm, donation note, 
12 November 1992, N173/4, ASMAC deposit; Warren Snowdon, donation note, 15 December 1992, 
N173/4, ASMAC deposit.
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The assistance of two politicians went beyond mere donations. McMullan 
attached ASMAC’s donation appeal leaflet to his constituency newsletters.121 
Meanwhile, Wood helped secure the site at Lennox Gardens for the 
memorial.122 Further, his department offered to cover a deficit of up to 
AUD2,500 in case of a shortfall in donations.123 Representing the ACT 
Government at the unveiling (see Figure 9), Wood praised ASMAC’s 
handling of the memorial appeal and called it ‘a fine example to us all’.124

To summarise, the memorial appeal succeeded because of the hard work 
of unwavering agents of remembrance such as the volunteers themselves, 
their families, historians and members of Australia’s Spanish community. 
ASMAC’s cause resonated with broad sections of the Australian left wing, 
thanks to their shared moral economy, and this support was pivotal to the 
campaign’s success.

Conclusion
The SCW memorial in Canberra dedicated to the Second Spanish Republic’s 
Australian international brigadiers commemorates an often-overlooked 
chapter in Australian history. Having endured the hostile political climate 
of the Cold War and the lack of recognition due to the unofficial nature 
of their service, these volunteers were ultimately immortalised through 
the persistent advocacy of dedicated agents of remembrance united by 
collective memory.

This memorial not only honours the courage and idealism of the first 
Australians to fight fascism, but also underscores the broader themes of 
international solidarity and anti-fascist resistance that characterised the 
1930s. This article thus highlights the memorial’s dual significance: it serves 
as a public testament to anti-fascism and a personal tribute to all volunteers. 
The monument appeals for unity in the face of a resurgent far right in the 
post–Cold War world.

121	 ASMAC, meeting notes, c. September 1992, N173/5, ASMAC deposit.
122	 Bill Wood to Netta Burns, 14 April 1993, N173/6, ASMAC deposit; B. Wood to N. Burns, 
28 October 1992, N173/1, ASMAC deposit; Netta Burns to Bill Wood, 8 March 1993, N173/6, 
ASMAC deposit.
123	 Bill Wood to Netta Burns, 8 August 1993, N173/6, ASMAC deposit.
124	 ASMAC, audio recording of the unveiling ceremony.
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‘It will probably be the only recognition I will get’

The memorial also holds personal meanings. It gave the volunteers closure 
by securing their place in their home country’s history and providing their 
fallen with a dignified end. Following the death of the last international 
brigadier in May 2021, the personal significance of SCW memorials such as 
that in Canberra may never again be fully appreciated.125

The support from diverse quarters, such as the volunteers’ families, 
historians, members of Australia’s Spanish community, and many 
individuals and institutions from the Australian left wing, reflects a shared 
commitment to preserving this chapter in Australian history. Driven by 
the values of anti-fascism and working-class solidarity, the left’s support 
for ASMAC’s campaign demonstrated the mobilising potential of a shared 
moral economy. Ultimately, the SCW memorial is an enduring symbol of 
anti-fascist activism in Australia and a testament to the power of grassroots 
commemorative practices to preserve private, unofficial histories that would 
otherwise be lost forever.

125	 Sam Jones, ‘“Last International Brigadier” Survivor of Spanish Civil War, Dies Aged 101’, Guardian, 
26 May 2021, theguardian.com/world/2021/may/25/last-international-brigader-survivor-of-spanish-civil-
war-dies-aged-101.

http://theguardian.com/world/2021/may/25/last-international-brigader-survivor-of-spanish-civil-war-dies-aged-101
http://theguardian.com/world/2021/may/25/last-international-brigader-survivor-of-spanish-civil-war-dies-aged-101
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