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on from, and complements, his MPhil (2017), which examined Australian 
involvement in the Boer War (1899–1902). He has degrees in law and 
psychology and still maintains a practising certificate as a psychologist. He is 
aiming to bring together a history of colonial Australia’s involvement in 
imperial wars.

Madeline Pentland is a PhD candidate at ANU, researching gendered 
identity and relationships of parliamentarian women between 1986 and 
2013. Madeline graduated from the Australian Catholic University with 
a bachelor of arts (honours) in 2023, receiving the University Honours 
Medal for her thesis ‘Keeping the Histories Honest: Framing a Political 
Legacy of Natasha Stott Despoja’.

Levy Perrett is an MA student at London School of Economics and Political 
Science, specialising in the history of Soviet and post-Soviet space. They 
have previously completed a history honours degree at the University of 
Melbourne and a Russian language diploma at Nazarbayev University in 
Astana, Kazakhstan. Their article is one offshoot of their continuing research 
on foreign tourism to the USSR during the 1930s, using this phenomenon 
to explore broader transnational histories of the interwar period and the 
impact of cultural exchange on diplomatic relations between East and West.

Elizabeth Reid has an honorary professorship and an honorary doctorate 
from ANU, from which she graduated in 1966. She has lived a nomadic 
life as a feminist, philosopher, activist and development worker. Elizabeth’s 
early activism moved from the reform of laws on abortion, homosexuality 
and rape in marriage, to women’s liberation, race and development. 
She was appointed adviser on the wellbeing of women and children to 
Prime Minister Whitlam in 1973 and led the Australian delegation to the 
first world conference on women in Mexico City in 1975. She established 
a UN Regional Centre for Women and Development in Tehran in 1977, 
and went on to work across the developing world, specialising mainly in 
gender, HIV and development.

Julie Rickwood is a visitor with the Centre for Environmental History 
at ANU. She is working on an environmental and cultural history of 
Five Senses: The Mount Ainslie Community Labyrinth. Julie created the 
classical labyrinth as an ephemeral earthwork in June 2006. Surprisingly, 
the labyrinth continues to exist, co-constituted over time by its human and 



ANU Historical Journal II, Number 5

228

more-than-human community. Previously, Julie’s research interests focused 
on Australian popular and community music, exploring place, gender, 
heritage, cross-cultural exchange and environmental activism. More recently 
she has been researching in the field of ecochoreography. Julie has published 
conference papers, journal articles and book chapters, and is a co‑editor 
of Popular Music, Stars and Stardom (ANU Press, 2018). Julie is a dancer/
choreographer with Somebody’s Aunts Dance Ensemble and a tenor with 
the Pop-Up Choir.

Zoe Smith is a PhD candidate and gender historian in the School of History, 
ANU. Her doctoral research is a feminist, social and cultural history of 
domestic violence in New South Wales, Queensland and Victoria between 
1880 and 1914, with a focus on both colonial women’s divorce petitions and 
the fiction and non-fiction writings of Barbara Baynton, Ada Cambridge, 
Louisa Lawson and Rosa Praed. She has published and presented award-
winning research on histories of domestic violence (including marital rape 
and coercive control), sexual violence, Australian literature and film, colonial 
literature, masculinity and gender and race in the context of nineteenth-
century Britain and Australia.

Michelle Staff is a feminist historian and writer. She currently works as the 
online and outreach manager for the Australian Dictionary of Biography/
National Centre of Biography, ANU. In 2025 she was awarded the Hazel 
Rowley Literary Fellowship to support her work on a joint biography of 
feminists and sisters Bessie Rischbieth and Olive Evans.

Stephen Wilks is an academic research editor with the National Centre 
of Biography in ANU’s School of History. He is the author of ‘Now is the 
Psychological Moment’: Earle Page and the Imagining of Australia, and editor 
of ‘Order, Order!’ A Biographical Dictionary of Speakers, Deputy Speakers 
and Clerks of the House of Representatives. He has recently contributed 
book chapters on postwar Australian conservatism and is currently writing 
a book on the premiership of Henry Bolte.



This text is taken from ANU Historical Journal II: Number 5, published 2026 
by ANU Press, The Australian National University, Canberra, Australia.


