Contributors

Joshua Black is a postdoctoral research fellow at the Australia Institute.
Joshua’s research background is in Australian political history. Joshua has
written widely on Australian political memoirs, public culture and social
history. Joshua has worked for several Australian universities and, most
recently, for the Australian Historical Association (AHA). Joshua holds
a PhD in history from The Australian National University (ANU) and
degrees in literature and history from the University of Wollongong.

Callum Blaikie is a final-year undergraduate student at ANU, completing
a bachelor of arts with a major in history. His interests are in the intersection
of philosophy and history in the fields of postcolonial thought and subaltern
studies. Through this, he aims to interrogate spheres of politics, power,
and identity in history, with particular emphasis on the African diaspora.
He hopes to continue this study into an honours year at ANU in 2026.

Hin Yeung (Alex) Chu completed a bachelor of arts at ANU with a major in
history and an honours specialisation in political science. His multitude of
research interests include Australian political history, the history of fascism
and the politics of memory. His article is based on his final research project
for an undergraduate course at ANU (HIST3007): ‘Making History’.
He owes his thanks to Dr David Romney Smith for his guidance in writing
the original article.

Harrison Croft is a PhD candidate and assistant lecturer at the School
of Philosophical, Historical and Indigenous Studies, Monash University,
on unceded Boon Wurrung Country. His PhD research is investigating
changing human, animal and plant relationships with Birrarung (Yarra
River) through the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. Harrison has
published most recently in Environment and History and History Australia,
and is a higher degree research co-representative on the AHA Executive
Committee and on Monash University’s Faculty of Arts Environmental
Sustainability Working Group.

Marilyn Dempster completed a bachelor of education at James Cook
University and has worked in educational fields from early childhood to
adult. She has recently completed a master of history at the University

225



226

ANU Historical Journal Il, Number 5

of New England, focusing on the theme of conflict in modern European
and American histories. She also completed a graduate diploma in local,
family and applied history from the same university. She was awarded the
prestigious Peter J. Tyler Prize in Australian History in 2019. Her interests
include heritage conservation with the local council and family history.

Matilda Hatcher is a PhD candidate in the School of History, ANU,
researching men and masculinity in the British Royal Navy during the
French Revolutionary and Napoleonic wars. She is currently writing a thesis
on the history of emotion, unpacking the interactions between masculine
ideals and sailors’ lived experiences of combat. Her honours thesis, which
was awarded the University Medal at ANU, discussed war-related disability,
British naval manliness and impaired bodies in visual culture during the
French wars. Matilda is a postgraduate representative on the AHA.

Nicholas Hoare is a lecturer in Pacific history in the Department of Pacific
Affairs at ANU He is currently leading a project with colleagues at ANU and
the University of Papua New Guinea to revitalise the Papua New Guinea
Dictionary of Biography. In 2024, he was the State Library of New South
Wales’ DS Mitchell Fellow for a project on the history of the Pacific Islands
Monthly magazine.

Daniela Lisacek is completing a bachelor of arts at ANU with a major
in French. Her passion for the French language and culture led her to
participate in the intensive short course ‘Global Paris’ in November 2023,
which gave students the opportunity to explore memory, history, culture
and identity in France’s capital. This immersive experience, in combination
with the intellectual framework provided by Pierre Noras Les Lieux de
mémoire, inspired her exploration of Victor Hugo as a modern /leu de
mémoire in this publication. Daniela is looking forward to continuing her
studies during an exchange at Sciences Po in the second half of 2025.

Aaron Marston-Pattison is a PhD candidate at ANU. His thesis is a cultural
and social history of the World War II Australian home front, which seeks
to understand how Australians found meaning in that conflict. He has
previously published works on the racialisation of the Pacific War on the
Australian home front, as well as the popular response to Robert Menzies’s
attempts to define Australia’s early war aims.

Guy Murfey has had a lifelong interest in military history and is currently
in his final year of a PhD program at UNSW Canberra, researching why
colonial Australia became involved in the New Zealand Wars (1863—-64),



Contributors

the Sudan Cirisis (1885) and the Boxer Rebellion (1900-01), and the
extent of popular and political support for that involvement. This follows
on from, and complements, his MPhil (2017), which examined Australian
involvement in the Boer War (1899-1902). He has degrees in law and
psychology and still maintains a practising certificate as a psychologist. He is
aiming to bring together a history of colonial Australia’s involvement in
imperial wars.

Madeline Pentland is a PhD candidate at ANU, researching gendered
identity and relationships of parliamentarian women between 1986 and
2013. Madeline graduated from the Australian Catholic University with
a bachelor of arts (honours) in 2023, receiving the University Honours
Medal for her thesis ‘Keeping the Histories Honest: Framing a Political
Legacy of Natasha Stott Despoja’.

Levy Perrett is an MA student at London School of Economics and Political
Science, specialising in the history of Soviet and post-Soviet space. They
have previously completed a history honours degree at the University of
Melbourne and a Russian language diploma at Nazarbayev University in
Astana, Kazakhstan. Their article is one offshoot of their continuing research
on foreign tourism to the USSR during the 1930s, using this phenomenon
to explore broader transnational histories of the interwar period and the
impact of cultural exchange on diplomatic relations between East and West.

Elizabeth Reid has an honorary professorship and an honorary doctorate
from ANU, from which she graduated in 1966. She has lived a nomadic
life as a feminist, philosopher, activist and development worker. Elizabeth’s
early activism moved from the reform of laws on abortion, homosexuality
and rape in marriage, to women’s liberation, race and development.
She was appointed adviser on the wellbeing of women and children to
Prime Minister Whitlam in 1973 and led the Australian delegation to the
first world conference on women in Mexico City in 1975. She established
a UN Regional Centre for Women and Development in Tehran in 1977,
and went on to work across the developing world, specialising mainly in

gender, HIV and development.

Julie Rickwood is a visitor with the Centre for Environmental History
at ANU. She is working on an environmental and cultural history of
Five Senses: The Mount Ainslie Community Labyrinth. Julie created the
classical labyrinth as an ephemeral earthwork in June 2006. Surprisingly,
the labyrinth continues to exist, co-constituted over time by its human and

227



228

ANU Historical Journal Il, Number 5

more-than-human community. Previously, Julie’s research interests focused
on Australian popular and community music, exploring place, gender,
heritage, cross-cultural exchange and environmental activism. More recently
she has been researching in the field of ecochoreography. Julie has published
conference papers, journal articles and book chapters, and is a co-editor
of Popular Music, Stars and Stardom (ANU Press, 2018). Julie is a dancer/
choreographer with Somebody’s Aunts Dance Ensemble and a tenor with

the Pop-Up Choir.

Zoe Smith is a PhD candidate and gender historian in the School of History,
ANU. Her doctoral research is a feminist, social and cultural history of
domestic violence in New South Wales, Queensland and Victoria between
1880 and 1914, with a focus on both colonial women’s divorce petitions and
the fiction and non-fiction writings of Barbara Baynton, Ada Cambridge,
Louisa Lawson and Rosa Praed. She has published and presented award-
winning research on histories of domestic violence (including marital rape
and coercive control), sexual violence, Australian literature and film, colonial
literature, masculinity and gender and race in the context of nineteenth-
century Britain and Australia.

Michelle Staff is a feminist historian and writer. She currently works as the
online and outreach manager for the Australian Dictionary of Biographyl
National Centre of Biography, ANU. In 2025 she was awarded the Hazel
Rowley Literary Fellowship to support her work on a joint biography of
feminists and sisters Bessie Rischbieth and Olive Evans.

Stephen Wilks is an academic research editor with the National Centre
of Biography in ANU’s School of History. He is the author of Now is the
Psychological Moment: Earle Page and the Imagining of Australia, and editor
of ‘Order, Order” A Biographical Dictionary of Speakers, Deputy Speakers
and Clerks of the House of Representatives. He has recently contributed
book chapters on postwar Australian conservatism and is currently writing
a book on the premiership of Henry Bolte.



This text is taken from ANU Historical Journal II: Number 5, published 2026
by ANU Press, The Australian National University, Canberra, Australia.



