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The production of the fifth issue of the ANU Historical Journal II has taken
place against a backdrop of unprecedented global challenge to humanities
scholarship. Here in the Antipodes, the humanities and social sciences are
suffering from staffing cuts and rising student fees, which makes the study of
history by prospective students an increasingly unattractive prospect. Across
the globe, historians face dangerous political interference: while Australian
Research Council grants here are subject to continued government intrusion,
the Trump administration in the United States has declared its intention to
restore “Truth and Sanity to American History’, constituting an egregious
political encroachment into independent historical research. As democracies
worldwide grapple with the rise of disinformation, social polarisation, and
a declining trust in institutions, the importance of humanities and social
science research has never been greater.

The ANUH] II was founded in 1964 and re-established in 2019 under a
mission of bringing together several generations of historians and providing
a platform for showcasing young scholars’ work. In facing these global
challenges, this fundamental mission proves more important than ever.
It is crucial that young scholars are given a voice in the face of the global
deterioration of the place, importance and freedom of historical research.
Although humanities research across the world is facing new and terrifying
challenges, students and young scholars remain passionate and are committed
to undertaking new and exciting scholarly research that not only expands
the discipline but also holds the line against increasingly determined attacks
on intellectual freedom.

The quality of this issue’s contributions reflects this commitment.
Though the authors of these eight original articles consider a wide range
of subjects, their contributions share an interest in themes of place,
memory and violence. At a time when ways of remembering are being
contested and limited, histories of violence are being rewritten and sanitised,
and when multiple world powers are imposing on the sovereign places of
others, these themes find particular resonance.
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In her article on the Mount Ainslie Community Labyrinth in Canberra, Julie
Rickwood undertakes a place-based examination of dynamic community
engagement with a publicly accessible nature reserve. In considering the
more-than-human co-constitution of the landscape, Rickwood unsettles
human dominance in the environment, challenging assumptions about
the ways in which heritage is created and remembered. Rickwood’s study
of community collaboration in Canberra is perfectly complemented by
Alex Chu’s study of the unofficial Spanish Civil War memorial in Lennox
Gardens. Chu’s story highlights public efforts to memorialise an overlooked
chapter of Australian history, revealing the key role of advocacy in the
creation of collective memory. Levy Perrett’s exploration of tourism to the
USSR in the 1930s provides surprising insights into the porosity of the Iron
Curtain, breaking down the historiographical notion that Stalin’s Soviet
Union was a ‘closed society’. The themes of memory and place apparent in
these contributions coalesce neatly in Daniela Lisacek’s application of Pierre
Nora’s theory of Les Lieux des mémoire to the historical legacy on Victor
Hugo, through which she interrogates the way memory is made and remade
continuously on a national level.

Callum Blaikie’s article on slave resistance in colonial Haiti takes up the
mantle of overlooked elements of history in its assertion that suicide,
poisoning, Vodou and marronage were legitimate tools of resistance for
enslaved people. In offering a new interpretation of these practices as acts
of political resistance, Blaikie questions what is privileged and remembered
in histories of violence. Similarly concerned with historical silences and the
memory of violence, Marilyn Dempster examines the role of documentary
film in constructing historical accounts of the Guantanamo Bay detention
camp after 9/11. She argues that documentary films about Guantanamo
Bay challenged US state narratives of terrorism through a visual and aural
medium, serving as an enduring reminder of the need to scrutinise and
challenge received historical narratives.

Complementing these contributions is a powerful collection of letters
written during the Iranian Revolution by renowned Australian feminist and
humanitarian Elizabeth Reid. Her correspondence captures the chaos, fear
and violence at the heart of the uprising, highlighting the ways in which the
experience of revolutionary violence can be far more chaotic and disordered
than subsequent historical accounts may recognise. Especially striking are
her reflections on escalating violence against women, made more poignant
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by her role in advancing women’s rights through the UN and the parallels
with Iran’s recent crackdown on women protesters following Mahsa Amini’s
death in 2022.

Guy Murfey’s article on Australian participation in the Second Boer War
interrogates how Vietnam-era historians remembered Australias place in,
and attitudes towards, the British Empire during the late nineteenth century.
Contrary to their political convictions of pacifism and anti-imperialism, the
historians of this era critically overlooked Australia’s love of, and loyalty to,
the British Empire. These themes of contested historiographic legacies are
continued by Stephen Wilks, who considers how the legacy of Watergate
has loomed over American politics since its occurrence. He closely evaluates
how the scandal has been remembered by scholars, and the potential lessons
that have been drawn out from the event.

Complementing these articles are critical five reviews by Harrison Croft,
Michelle Staff, Zoe Smith, Nick Hoare and Joshua Black.

It has been a privilege to work with such an engaged and dedicated group
of scholars. Thank you for entrusting your work with the ANUH] II: we are
delighted to present it to the public.
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