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Baladj Leech
Balanda non-Aboriginal person
Barnumbirr Morning Star
Barrawu metal blade ‘shovel nose’ spear
Barrk wallabies, Black Wallaroo
Berdkilkilno cut of meat that surrounds backbone and tail
Birlmu Barramundi
Bininj Aboriginal person
Bir’yun brilliance in Yolngu language
Birndu Mosquito
Boddowk Spangled Grunter
Bolung Rainbow Serpent
Buluk body design that uses white and red coloured kapok or cotton wool
Buluwana Creator woman at Ngandarrayo
Burarr Merten’s Water Goanna
Dabbarrabbolk spirits of the old people; Ancestors of present-day people
dabbeleh circle of thigh bones of kangaroo and emu used for Mul ceremony
dabberrk feather headdress of Ngalyod
dabuno eggs
Dadbe King Brown Snake
dadken stone axe
daluk Aboriginal woman
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Danngarr Frill-Necked Lizard
delek white paint, calcium magnesium carbonate
Didjalmung Snake
didjeridu drone pipe
dilhdilhmiken dotting in paintings – ‘having dots’
djaddi frog
djamun policeman, boss of ceremony
Djang Dreaming transformation site
djarrang horse
djawurrkno beard
Djelk ranger group/Indigenous Protected Area
djilinjno feather headdress
Djiribbidj Brown Quail
Djirrbaykbayk Snake Man
djungkay manager of ceremony and Djang places, drawn from  

mother’s moiety
dumeno meat of back and tail
kabimbebme brightness of paint
kaboborledme swinging water, strong circular current in river
kakkak grandparents including mother’s mother or mother’s mother’s brother
Kalawan Gould’s Sand Monitor
Kalkberd Male Euro
Kambuk Scarlet Fiddler Crab
Kandakidj Male Antilopine Wallaroo
Karrbarda Long Yam
Karrkkanj Brown Falcon
karrungbebme sunshine
kidjdjarn owning group of ceremony or Djang place, also tabooed food  

after ceremony
Kinga Estuarine Crocodile
korayil string chest harness worn in Mul and Wubarr
Kornobolo Male Agile Wallaby
Kubardbard long saltwater fish possibly Giant Herring
kubbunj dugout canoe
Kubidji Water Python
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kuluban black flying fox
kunberrekalk chest and hard breastbone of emu, also of Ngalyod
kunbolk country, land
kundangwok terms that identify a specific clan language, clanlect
kundoy promise marriage, father-in-law
kundume tail and attached back meat
kunj generic term for kangaroo species
kunkarlewobe fishtrap fence made of wood to direct fish into trap
kunkod paperbark
kunkurlk ground or earth
Kunkurra Willy-Willy, Wind
kunmalng individual’s sacred spirit
kunmed body design of dots worn in Wubarr
kunngudj Ancestral power, energy, strength (in any context), speed
kunrak fire, bushfire
kunred home
Kurlwirri Corypha Palm
Lambalk Savanna (Sugar) Glider
Larrkan like a Lorrkkon hollow log coffin but with ‘jaws’
larrwa long Macassan-style pipe for smoking tobacco
lenderra headdress and pendant made of kangaroo teeth worn by initiate in Mul
Likkanaya one of the Yawkyawk sisters
Lorrkkon hollow log coffin
madjawarr thin cane-grass spears
Manayingkarirra 
Djurrang 

Maningrida newspaper

manbalanjdjarr Darwin woollybutt
manbornde banyan fig plant used to make a soft bush string
manbudbud red flowering kurrajong plant used to make bush string
mandjabbana feather headdress of Ngalyod
mandjabu conical fishtrap
mandjamun ceremonial power, inside or restricted space
mandjirddudjirddu sedge used for making fine paint brush
mankordang power manipulated by medicine men
mankuladj rushes that form small edible corms on the floodplains
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manme vegetable food
manyilk sedge used for making fine paint brush
Marlindji Praying Mantis
Marraykka one of the Yawkyawk sisters
marrbinjbinj thin painted sticks held by singers in Wubarr
marrkidjba wooden spear with long curved barbs
marrkidjbu clever man or Aboriginal doctor
Merlemerle Butterfly
milil vine used to make strong baskets and fishtraps
Mimih tall, thin, spirit of rock country
miyarrul wooden club carried by Namorrorddo
mokkoyh string pubic cover
Mongerrk creator man of Kardbam Country
Murnubbarr Magpie Goose
Nadulmi Kangaroo leader of Wubarr, Black Wallaroo
Nakorrkko two creator beings, father and son, that travelled through  

Kardbam Country
nakurrng cousin or son-in-law
Namanjwarre Estuarine Crocodile
Namarnkol Barramundi
Namarrkon Lightning
Namarungkidj spirit beings found among fan palms at Yimayyirud
Namorrorddo Evil Shooting Star spirit
Namumuyak creator being of Kardbam Country
Nawaran Rock Python
Nawarlah Brown River Stingray
Nayuhyungki the time of Ancestral creation, Ancestor
Ngabudj Nail-Tailed Wallaby
Ngaldadmurrng Saratoga
Ngalkunburriyaymi female fish-tailed spirit, sister of Ngalyod
Ngalng Freshwater Shrimp or Yabby
Ngalyod Rainbow Serpent
nganabbarru water buffalo
Ngard Northern Snapping Tortoise
ngarddjinno emu oesophagus, can swell to carry water
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ngarlirrk snail, snail shell rattle swung in Wubarr
Ngarrbek Echidna
Nginjdjalarrkku song sung by Yawyyawk women
Ngurrurdu Emu
rarrk crosshatching, body design incorporating crosshatching worn  

in Walk and Mardayin
Rolk Maggot
rungkalno lines that divide the internal structure of a painting
Wak Crow
wakkidj fishing line
walabi small, knotted, string net with arms of sticks used for catching fish, 

prawns and yabbies
walem southern direction
Wamba Shark
Wardbukkarra-
Wardbukkarra 

evil flesh-eating spirits

Warlang Bat
Werleyh Red-Winged Parrot
wirliwirli forked branch climbed by dancers in Wubarr
wirndilk bloodroot plant used for making red dye for basketry
Wirriwirriyak Cuckoo Shrike
Yarlkkan orchid sap once used as a paint fixative
Yawkyawk female fish-tailed creators
Yibba Ornate Burrowing Frog
Yingarna Mother Rainbow Serpent, all creator



This text is taken from Peter Marralwanga: Painter of the Djang of western Arnhem 
Land, by Luke Taylor with Ivan Namirrkki, published 2026 by ANU Press, 
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