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Abstract

Australian elections have long been characterised by Independentand minor-
party challengers who struggle to get elected but influence the shape and
colour of campaigns. In an era of disengagement from major political parties
and electoral fragmentation, these candidates are increasingly important;
though they rarely win, they influence campaign agendas and can seriously
impact the distribution of preferences. The 2025 election saw low-spending
candidates help keep housing and Gaza on the national agenda, incumbent
Independents retain their seats with increased support and local candidates
reverse the Labor tide in seats such as Calwell. Clive Palmer spammed the
nation with text messages for zero return, while One Nation mostly laid low
and doubled their presence in the Senate, rehabilitating their relationship
with the Coalition along the way. Much more than in 2022 (when Teal
candidates focused on Coalition seats), both major parties lost votes and
attention to Independents and minor parties.

Keywords: Independents; minor parties; fragmentation; dealignment;
preferences
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Figure 15.1 Count of Independent candidates contesting House of
Representatives seats in federal elections, 2001-2025

Source: Compiled by authors using AEC data.

In the leadup to the 2025 federal election, a minority government seemed
a very real possibility. The Albanese government had limped through the
final year of its first term and, although the Liberal Party was ascendant,
Opposition leader Peter Dutton’s personal popularity and prospects in the
inner-city seats won by “Teal’ Independents in 2022 appeared dubious.
Independents and minor parties were (often quietly) multiplying and
marshalling more resources and supporters than ever before. Some of these
candidates—namely, Climate 200-backed Community Independents,
generally known as “Teals—had access to millions of dollars and thousands
of volunteers (see Chapter 14, this volume). At the other end of the resource
spectrum, it is increasingly easy for any challenger to set up a campaign with
the veneer of a professionalised and coordinated effort at a fraction of the
price. This chapter discusses those Independents other than Community
Independents who, from high-spending to shoestring, helped shape the
2025 federal election.

Of the 1,122 candidates who contested lower house seats in this election,
77 per centwere not from the major parties. This group comprised established
minor parties such as the Greens and One Nation,' smaller minor parties,
apostates from the major parties such as Andrew Gee and Ian Goodenough,
established Independents such as Dai Le and Andrew Wilkie and newer

1 For discussion of the Greens' campaign, see Chapter 13, this volume.
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entrants, including pro-Palestinian Independents supported by Muslim
Votes Matter and Muslim Vote Australia. In total, 128 Independents ran in
lower house contests across the country—the highest number in the two-
party era (Figure 15.1).

The rise of Independents and minor parties is a direct response to major
parties and their perceived failures, whether these failures are in achieving
particular policy actions or representing their communities more generally.?
Ghazarian (2012) charted the shift from secessionist to issue-based minor
parties in the Senate from 1984 to 2012, as minor parties formed from
social movements to take up the issue areas that major parties were failing
to represent. These parties have championed national issues, such as the
Greens’ campaigning on the environment or Pauline Hanson’s One Nation
on immigration. In the same period, Independents were overwhelmingly
men representing rural communities (Costar and Curtin 2004), although
Riboldi et al. (2024) note the recent rise of party-like Independent women
across State, Territory and the national parliaments. In 2025, we note two
prevailing themes. First, although outsider candidates have previously been
considered primarily expressions of local discontent, Independents and
minor parties increasingly address both local and national issues. Voters
growing support for outsider candidates who contest on both national
and local issues speaks to the growing gap in representation that voters are
seeking to fill with something or someone new (Gauja and McSwiney 2019).
Second, the majoritarian nature of Australias electoral system obscures
this story of dealignment, maintaining the tradition of Labor or Coalition
governments, no matter the decline in major-party vote share. Despite a
declining two-party vote, Australia’s system remains stable, contrasting with
the volatility seen elsewhere (Pildes 2021).

In this chapter, we capture the diversity and variety of these candidates who
toil below the surface of Australian electoral politics. First, we consider the
most enduring groups of outsider candidates: ‘apostates’ from the major
parties and personalistic and regional Independent candidates. Next, we look
at the Independent candidates outside the organised efforts associated with
groups such as Climate 200 and discuss how local Independent campaigns
appear increasingly professional. Despite gaining less national attention

2 Weeks (2009) typology of Irish Independents provides familiar categories for Australians: community
Independents (those elected on local issues), apostates (those who have left a political party through choice,
exile or failure to win preselection) and ideological Independents (those elected to further a political cause
or national issue).
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than their Teal counterparts, these candidates are still the majority of
Independents. Finally, we review the minor parties, distinguishing between
those with significant campaign spending and those working within more
modest budgets.

Incumbent Independents and
minor-party members

Independents who were elected as party-endorsed candidates and defected
mid-term have been the most enduring form of Independent candidate
across Australian parliaments and were again well represented at this
election. Andrew Gee (formerly Nationals) was the only ‘apostate’ to
successfully retain their seat in 2025, winning Calare (NSW) with 57 per
cent of the two-candidate-preferred (2CP) vote share (see also Chapter 12,
this volume). Coming second on primary votes (behind Nationals candidate
Sam Farraway), Gee benefited from the strong preference flows from
repeat Independent candidate Kate Hook and Labor’s Julie Cunningham.
Other lower house apostates, Russell Broadbent and Ian Goodenough, were
not re-elected.

In the Senate, David Van (Victoria) and Gerard Rennick (Queensland)
stood for re-election after leaving the Coalition. Van was expelled from the
Liberal Party in 2023 after several years of allegations of sexual misconduct
(Grattan 2023). Years of positioning himself as a defence expert and friend
to Ukraine were also undermined by allegations that he had misbehaved
on a Defence Force—funded voyage in 2021 and accepted a trip to Ukraine
funded by a drone manufacturer in 2022 (Elsworthy 2023). Van received
554 primary votes (0.0009 of a quota). Rennick left the LNP in 2024 after
losing preselection for a winnable place on the Queensland Senate ticket.
He formed the ‘Gerard Rennick People First' party with a platform of lower
taxes, withdrawal from international health and climate change treaties and
calls for a referendum to enshrine freedom of speech in the Constitution.
The party received 150,178 primary votes in Queensland but could not turn
its 0.33 of a quota into an elected senator. Nonetheless, this primary vote
result is significant in a State with a well-established One Nation support
base and where Labor achieved a primary swing of 5.8 per cent.
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The Forty-Seventh Parliament also comprised a core of well-established (and
non—Climate 200—funded) Independent and smaller minor-party members:
Dai Le (Fowler, NSW), Bob Katter (Kennedy, Queensland), Senator
Jacqui Lambie (Tasmania), Andrew Wilkie (Clark, Tasmania) and Rebecca
Sharkie (Mayo, SA). The first two have relatively low national profiles
considering their huge electoral margins: in 2022, Wilkie won with 72 per
cent of the 2CP vote and Sharkie (the sole member of the parliamentary
Centre Alliance party) with 62 per cent of the 2CP. Wilkie was returned
in 2025 with his margin unchanged. Sharkie received only 30 per cent of
the primary vote, with a 2 per cent swing away from 2022, but benefited
from strong preference flows from a wide range of candidates. Bob Katter
(the lone Katter’s Australian Party representative) was returned in Kennedy
(Queensland) with only a 1 per cent primary-vote swing against him.

Le, who beat former NSW premier Kristina Keneally in 2022, formed
her own party in 2023—originally the Dai Le & Frank Carbone Network
(DLECN), but renamed Western Sydney Community in 2024. The party
appears to exist primarily to support local government candidates, as Le
did not use the party endorsement in her parliamentary role nor run under
the party name. The coordination between a federal parliamentarian (and
former councillor) and a current local mayor is intriguing, however, and may
inspire others to leverage local government popularity. In 2025 Le defeated
Labor’s Tu Le, gaining a 5 per cent swing on primary votes and a 1 per
cent 2CP swing. While Labor was criticised for not nominating a Fowler
local in 2022 (Sheppard 2023: 269-71), the party’s decision to stand Tu Le,
a daughter of Vietnamese refugees and community lawyer in Parramatta
whom Labor overlooked at the previous election, did not bring voters back
to the party.

Despite being in the Senate since 2013, Jacqui Lambie’s primary vote has
plateaued at about 8 per cent, or 0.6 of a quota in a half-Senate election.
In 2025, she (as lead candidate for her eponymous party, the Jacqui Lambie
Network) suffered a 1.4 per cent primary-vote swing against her in Tasmania
but was elected in fifth place on the back of strong preference flows. There
are two opposite but equally plausible interpretations of this result: given
that Labor achieved an 8 per cent swing across the State, Lambie’s primary
vote held up quite well; on the other hand, conditions for Independent
candidates are possibly as favourable as they will ever be and Lambie’s
inability to improve her primary vote above 8 per cent suggests a hard cap
on her support. Either way, she cements her status as Australia’s second-
longest serving Independent senator.
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Non-Community/C200 Independents

The seat of Calwell in Victoria, where retiring Labor member Maria
Vamvakinou had a 2CP margin of 12.4 per cent, almost threw up the
biggest surprise of 2025. Pre-election, the ABC’s Antony Green described
the seat as ‘very safe’ and could not find a headshot of Independent candidate
Carly Moore—the eventual second-placed candidate—for his otherwise
comprehensive election guide. Only Samim Moslih, an Independent
candidate endorsed by pro-Palestine group Muslim Votes Matter, attracted
serious media attention before 3 May (see, for example, Wedesweiler 2025).
Neither Climate 200 nor Community Independents endorsed candidates
in this seat.

Moore’s candidacy in many ways reflects Dai Le’s in 2022: both are former
councillors within their electorates with political experience and strong
local name recognition. Both were exercised by Labor’s centralisation
of preselection decisions: Moore’s sister was overlooked to run in the
seat, which was effectively gifted from Vamvakinou to her staffer Basem
Abdo, while Le (arguably) benefited from Labor’s preselection of former
NSW premier Keneally in 2022. Moore quit the Labor Party and ran as
an Independent with the support of disaffected Labor branch members
(including her sister). Fellow Independent Joseph Youhana, a member of
the local Assyrian community who ran on a noticeably anti-Labor platform,
directed preferences to Moore. Despite a 14 per cent primary-vote swing
against him, Abdo eventually won the seat to become the country’s first
Palestinian Australian parliamentarian.

The emphasis on preferences here is deliberate, speaking to the significance
of even ‘peripheral’ candidates and parties (cf. Kefford 2017). While Moore
benefited from a strong local profile (she won 82 per cent of the primary
vote in her council ward in 2024), she also benefited from a large contingent
of Independent and smaller minor-party candidates on the ballot (10 in
total, plus Liberal, Labor and Greens). Buried at the bottom of an article
on the complex vote count in Calwell was this revelation: ‘Liberal MP Evan
Mulholland, from Victoria’s state upper house, was involved in negotiating
several Independent candidates” preferences towards each other, which has
kept them in the race’ (Rooney 2025). This recalls ‘preference whispering’
in the Senate, where the election of candidates with as little as 0.5 per cent
of the primary vote led to electoral reform in 2016 (Muller 2018). In the
House of Representatives, though, voters are free to direct their preferences
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as they wish; the result in Calwell, where preference flows turned Moore’s
11.9 per cent primary vote into 44.9 per cent 2CP, reflects voters sincere
distaste for major-party candidates.

Big-spending minor parties

Clive Palmer’s Trumpet of Patriots

In what appears to be his final foray into Australian elections, mining
billionaire and former MP Clive Palmer again spent big and won nothing.
In 2022, Palmer’s United Australia Party (UAP) nominated candidates in
all 151 House of Representatives seats and in the Senate in every State.
Expenditure of $131 million between 2019 and 2022 yielded one Senate
seat in Victoria, with Ralph Babet elected on 4 per cent of the primary vote
(0.28 of a quota). Unable to re-register the UAP name in 2024, Palmer
took over the moribund Australian Federation Party, changed its name in
December 2024 and unleashed on Australian voters Trumpet of Patriots
and its Al-generated logo (comprising a trumpet-blowing lion and the
motto ‘Honor omnia’). No Trumpet of Patriot candidates were elected,
despite estimated campaign expenditure of about $60 million (Belot 2025).

The party launched its campaign with a live speech from American right-
wing journalist Tucker Carlson and yellow caps with the slogan ‘Make
Australia great again’. In a campaign that ended with both prime ministerial
aspirants trying to avoid being associated with Donald Trump, Trumpet
of Patriots promised to create an Australian Department of Government
Efficiency, ‘prioritise migration from nations with compatible values’,
restore coal-fired power plants, ‘get the woke agenda out of our schools’
and ‘bring back Australian manufacturing’ (Wrightson 2025), as well as the
obvious nod in the party’s name.

Although Trumpet of Patriots nominated more candidates than did the
UAP in 2022, the party was demonstrably disorganised and bad at vetting
candidates. Only 44 candidates had been preselected four weeks out from
the election, with the remainder announced during the campaign period.
The party’s candidate for Reid (NSW) had previously bought a fake PhD on
the internet and posed as a qualified counsellor (Hair 2024). The candidate
for Dickson had outstanding criminal charges for trespassing, possession of a
knife, wilful damage, unlawful stalking and possession of unlawful weapons
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(ABC 2025). The candidate for Wide Bay was previously imprisoned for
fraud (Marie 2025). In Flinders, the party’s candidate urged voters to put
him last on their ballot paper in protest at receiving his how-to-vote cards
and seeing his Teal opponent listed above more conservative candidates;
Palmer said that the party had been ‘hacked’ and the cards printed incorrectly
(Sharma 2025). Another candidate (in Makin, SA) resigned his nomination
for several reasons, including the party’s SMS-based advertising campaign
and preference deals (McNamara 2025).

Trumpet of Patriots was not the only party to use mass text message
advertising in 2025 but no other party was quite as egregious, with some
voters receiving daily messages authorised by H. Fong, a longstanding
friend of Palmer’s. When asked why his name was used to authorise the
messages, Fong said he did not know: ‘[Maybe] because my name is
shorter than the rest’ (Bogle 2025). In other media, Palmer maintained his
party’s disproportionately high expenditure with more than $24 million
on television and YouTube advertisements (more than any other party)
and an unspecified amount on countless billboards across the country
and front-page newspaper advertisements. There did not seem to be a
coherent strategy to the party’s advertising expenditure; asked for comment,
Palmer said ‘money is made to spend’ (Buckingham-Jones 2025). Post
election, Senator Babet announced that he will not nominate for another
term in 2028 and Palmer declared that he is ‘getting too old for politics’.
Certainly, the introduction of campaign expenditure caps in the next federal
election would require Palmer to devise a strategy besides indiscriminate
advertising buying.

Pauline Hanson’s One Nation

One Nation maintained a relatively low profile in the leadup to the 2025
election. Despite campaigning on an extremely similar policy platform to
Trumpet of Patriots—reducing government waste, lowering immigration,
supporting local trades and manufacturing and a commitment to free
speech—neither Pauline Hanson nor party members mentioned Trump
even once during the election. In her one major foray into the campaign
(an interview on ABC TV’s 7.30 on 10 April), Hanson accused both
major parties of ‘stealing’ her policies and claimed that both Dutton and
Albanese refused to consult with her. Rather than trying to tap into pro-
Trump sentiment, she and her party successfully aligned themselves with
anti—major-party sentiment. In February, Palmer allegedly offered Pauline
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Hanson $10 million to rename One Nation “The Clive and Pauline Party’
and grant him a majority of the party’s executive positions (Mizen 2025).
While Palmer insisted that Hanson’s demand to be ‘party president for life’
killed the deal, One Nation countered that their party was ‘not for sale’
(Greber and Roe 2025).

More broadly, the party appeared to try to soften Hanson’s image as a
right-wing firebrand. In April 2024, the party announced that Hanson’s
daughter, Lee, was nominating for the Senate in Tasmania. Lee Hanson
made no real attempt to differentiate herself from her mother, whom she
described as ‘one of the most tenacious, resilient and strongest women in
Australia’ (Duggan 2025). This characterisation followed Hanson crying in
a television interview and having to ‘rebuild her strength’ after being found
to have defamed Greens Senator Mehreen Farugi (Crotty 2024).

Whether these were deliberate attempts to soften her public image or just
an artefact of Hanson’s newsworthiness, it paved the way for the party’s
reconciliation with the Coalition in the latter half of the campaign. In 2001,
John Howard insisted that One Nation be listed last on Coalition ‘how to
vote’ cards; in 2017, the WA Liberals dipped their toe in the water of One
Nation deals by preferencing the party above the Greens. In 2025, the start
of early voting on 22 April revealed that the Coalition was recommending
voters place One Nation second or third in most House of Representatives
seats. In return, One Nation recommended Coalition candidates over
Labor and Teal Independents (but behind Trumpet of Patriots candidates)
in every lower house seat (Martino et al. 2025). One Nation staffer James
Ashby declared the preference deal would protect the Coalition from Teal
challengers (Crabb 2025), while Liberal Senator James Paterson claimed
that Liberal preferences would not go to One Nation candidates in practice,

as One Nation candidates are eliminated in early rounds of counting
(Mcllroy 2025).

Both claims were partially correct. Nationally, 75 per cent of One Nation
preferences flowed to the Coalition (compared with Labor), compared with
65 per cent in 2019. This aided the Coalition in seats such as Wannon
(Victoria), where One Nation’s 4.2 per cent primary vote helped the Liberals’
Dan Tehan retain the seat with a 2CP margin of 3.3 per cent. Paterson was
proven wrong in Hunter (NSW), where Trumpet of Patriots preferences
pushed One Nation’s Stuart Bonds ahead of the Nationals’ candidate, leading
to the distribution of Nationals’ preferences to One Nation. Had Bonds
been eliminated before the Nationals’ Sue Gilroy, Labor’s margin (currently
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9 per cent) might have been halved. One Nation’s self-belief was likewise
justified: the party won Senate seats in Western Australia and New South
Wales at the expense of Coalition incumbents. In Tasmania, Lee Hanson
came eighth in final counting, but vowed to stand again at the next election
(Wang 2025).

Low-spending minor parties

Smaller minor parties ran across Australia, representing single issues, local
concerns and niche ideological perspectives. They more commonly came
from the left of politics and were typically limited in their scope: contesting
Senate positions in only some States or in a few lower-house seats in particular
areas or States, such as the Victorian Socialists. Others focused on a single
policy area—often reflected in the party’s name, such as Legalise Cannabis.
The prospect of minority government aided their efforts to get attention in
2025: parties such as the Better Together Party and Australia’s Voice were
announced in 2024 amid a flurry of media attention and enthusiasm that
ultimately amounted to little real momentum or support.

Legalise Cannabis worked to build on its performance in 2022, when the party
had enjoyed significant swings, most notably in Queensland. The party ran
candidates in 41 House of Representatives seats in 2025 (an increase of 40),
in a strategy often used by minor parties to gain visibility to increase Senate
votes (White and Chung 2025). Among the leading Senate candidates were
high-profile figures such as Victoria’s Fiona Patten, previously leader of the
Reason Party (formerly the Sex Party) in the Victorian Parliament. However,
despite gaining ground in most States (amassing an average primary of more
than 3.5 per cent), Legalise Cannabis again fell short of a Senate quota.
After the election, party president Michael Balderstone spoke of his hopes
that the party’s strong support would encourage the government to legalise
marijuana (White and Chung 2025).

Victorian Socialists

In addition to their efforts at Victorian State and, most successfully,
local council elections, the Victorian Socialists have now contested three
successive federal elections. The party nominated in just four Victorian seats
(three in Labor-held electorates in Melbourne and one in the regional centre
of Bendigo) and put forward their two most prominent candidates for the
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Senate race. In 2025, the Senate ticket was led by Jordan van den Lamb,
an outspoken advocate for renters’ rights and housing affordability who has
in recent years amassed more than 200,000 TikTok followers and almost
100,000 Instagram followers under the moniker ‘Purple Pingers. He has
successfully attracted broadcast media attention for encouraging people
to squat in vacant properties and for his website ‘shitrentals.org’, a public
database on which tenants can review their rental properties and landlords
(Bahr 2024). In an election in which the housing affordability crisis was
in focus, van den Lamb’s candidature attracted national media coverage
for the Victorian Socialists. This attention was not necessarily positive in
tone: links were established between van den Lamb and squatters who had
stolen furniture from a property and he was called on to defend sharing
the addresses of vacant properties on national television show 7he Project
(Parkes-Hupton 2025).

Although none of the party’s candidates was elected, the Victorian Socialists’
primary vote did increase (from a very low base) in both houses. In the Senate,
the party attracted a similar primary vote to the longstanding left-wing issue-
based Animal Justice Party (1.5 per cent), but not enough to secure the sixth
Senate spot. The party has since announced the establishment of State and
Territory branches across Australia and the intention to form a federated
national party (Puglisi 2025). In so doing, the Victorian Socialists would
join a small list of parties that are registered in every State and Territory
(including the majors, the Greens and the Animal Justice Party).

Unlike the rise of the Community Independents, political fragmentation
to the left of Labor has primarily manifested itself in minor and issue-based
parties. The Greens have been, and continue to be, the primary beneficiary
of this splintering, but the recurring swings towards parties such as the
Victorian Socialists, Legalise Cannabis and the Animal Justice Party indicate
that some votes are shedding to smaller figures on the left. So far, the power
of preferences and a majoritarian system have returned these votes to the
Labor Party, but the pattern may impact electoral returns and suggests
voters are exploring alternative options.

Better Together

Announced in early 2024, Better Together was formed by Lucy Bradlow
and Bronwen Bock on the proposition that, if elected, they would job-
share: splitting the hours and responsibilities between them. Originally
intending to contest Higgins, the duo instead set their sights on the Senate.
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Better Together was inspired by Community Independents and wanted
endorsement and support from the movement. The campaign was supported
by Kim Rubenstein, who ran unsuccessfully for an ACT Senate seat in 2022
with initial support from Climate 200 (Gannon 2025). Bradlow and Bock
adopted the language of direct community representation, an interest in
experimenting with modes and forms of political participation and a focus
on women’s issues.

The abolition of Higgins, followed by court challenges to regulations
around nominating two individuals for one seat and, finally, Bradlow’s dual
citizenship conspired against them (Jeffery 2025). These issues scattered the
momentum their original announcement created and forced Better Together
to campaign Statewide rather than in a local seat—a deadly proposition
for Community Independent—style offerings whose strengths and appeal
typically derive from local connections and claims of local representation
(see Chapter 14, this volume).

Gaza-focused parties and candidates

Muslim and Arabic communities critical of the Albanese government’s
response to the unfolding crisis in Gaza sought local candidates. These
Independent candidates ran in traditionally safe Labor seats, including
Watson and Blaxland in Sydney and Calwell in Melbourne (see also
Chapter 5, this volume). For many Independent candidates, elections are
not solely about winning (Brancati 2008): the goal may be getting a key
issue on the agenda, affecting policy change or sending a message to the
parties of government. Others may ultimately aim for electoral success, but
common wisdom among Independents suggests this requires two successive
election cycles (Hutchinson 2023). Whether the Independent candidates
who ran in response to Gaza will run again remains to be seen, but their
campaigns effectively drew attention to Muslim and Middle Eastern
diaspora communities that Labor previously considered safe.

In addition to local organisations and pre-existing bodies such as the
Australian Palestine Advocacy Network, two national bodies emerged to
support candidates speaking out about Gaza: The Muslim Vote (TMV)
and Muslim Votes Matter (MVM). These bodies were inspired by similar
efforts in the United Kingdom that effectively shifted votes away from
UK Labour in the 2024 general election and contributed to the election
of five Independents (Wedesweiler 2024). UK success also contributed to
media attention in Australia and speculation that Independents supporting
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greater pro-Palestinian intervention in Gaza may succeed in areas with
significant Muslim populations, such as Western Sydney. As in the United
Kingdom, any success would come at the cost of what were traditionally
safe Labor seats.

TMYV and MVM both supported Muslim Independent candidates but did
so in different ways. TMV was the first launched and, in addition to its
international sources, drew on the work of Climate 200 and ‘Voices of’
groups. TMV sought and endorsed candidates and, once the campaigns
were launched, worked on fundraising, events, advertising and voter
outreach. These efforts were pursued separately from, but in support of, the
Independent candidates’ campaigns. MVM’s efforts more closely resembled
those of issue-based third-party campaigning organisations in previous
Australian elections. In addition to running voter contact and public events
within communities, MVM developed how-to-vote guides and scorecards
for candidates based on their stance on Palestine and Gaza, which their
volunteers handed out a polling places in key seats. The organisation
endorsed Senate candidates from Australia’s Voice (discussed below)
and 11 lower house candidates who had expressed support for Palestine,
including several Greens. Greens candidates were notably only endorsed
in the absence of a suitable Independent. TMV supported the efforts of
only three Independents: Ziad Basyouny in Watson (NSW), Ahmed Ouf in
Blaxland (NSW) and Samim Moslih in Calwell (Victoria).

Despite being motivated to run in response to global issues, these candidates
remained remarkably local, as is typical of most Independents. They were
notable figures in their communities, serving on the local council (Ouf) or
working as a doctor (Basyouny). Prominent backgrounds such as these help
Independents match some of the benefits associated with party membership,
potentially affording them visibility and giving their campaigns access
to community networks and potential supporters who may be recruited to
campaign (Singleton 1996; Sharman 2002).

Although none of these Independent candidates made it across the line, their
campaigns made an impact. In Watson, Blaxland and Calwell, the strong
Independent primary vote (14.74, 18.76 and 6.85 per cent, respectively)
was indicative of community support and often concentrated in polling
booths with higher Muslim populations in the surrounding area. Basyouny
and Ouf both finished in the 2CP count. As discussed, Calwell was a more
fractured field, contested by 13 candidates including four Independents.
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MVM and TMV have both since expressed their intention to continue. If it
does take two elections to get an Independent elected, they may build on
this success in 2028.

This was presumably also the thinking behind Senator Fatima Payman’s
Australia’s Voice Party contesting Senate seats across the country for the
first time in 2025, before Payman needs to re-contest in 2028. However,
these campaigns gained less traction than those in the lower house. After
her highly publicised exit from the Labor Party over disagreements about
the government’s response to Gaza, first-term Senator Payman employed
‘preference whisperer’ Glen Druery and founded Australia’s Voice in 2024
(Karp 2024). Twelve candidates were nominated for Senate spots in Victoria,
Queensland, New South Wales, South Australia and Western Australia.
However, unlike the lower house Independent candidates, Australia’s
Voice candidates could not reap the benefit of strong community ties in
the Senate race. In a crowded field of outsider candidates and competing
issues, Australia’s Voice did not manage to cut through. The party’s primary
vote was less than 1 per cent in most States contested. Payman herself will
remain in parliament until the next Senate election, but this initial result
was not promising.

Conclusion

The number of Independent and minor-party candidates, and the support
they attracted, has continued to rise. Across the political spectrum, these
candidates benefited from increased national media coverage, high-profile
candidates, professionalised campaigning, supportive organisations and
voter anger. The conditions in 2025 seemed particularly favourable and
more candidates than ever before emerged in response. This may not be
the case at the next federal election, once the new campaign spending
regulations come into effect, preventing the type of campaign preferred
by Palmer’s Trumpet of Patriots and the fundraising that groups such as
MVM coordinate.

While few Independent or minor-party candidates were elected in 2025,
they influenced the election’s key issues, how preferences flowed and where
the major parties had to fight to retain seats. Independents and minor parties
might be a longstanding feature of Australian politics, but they have never
been so diverse or so visible. Some hope to amass enough votes to win a seat
in parliament, but others instead aim to direct preferences or raise issues.
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The wide range of ‘other’ options being explored by voters suggests the scale
and diversity of voter dissatisfaction—encompassing local and international
issues to the left and the right of the major parties. If voters continue to flake
away from the major parties and towards these alternatives, the issues they
raise and the preference deals they make will only become more important
in shaping the national election agenda and the outcome of some of the
most closely fought races. In 2025, however, Australia’s majoritarian system
won out, returning votes to major parties via preferences and maintaining
the illusion of major-party dominance.
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