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About the authors

Our research team brought together scholars from different backgrounds 
with different personal histories and relationships to the Bendigo region and 
to faith, spirituality, and cultural difference. We are all white settlers, some 
the first generation in our family to be born in Australia, and others whose 
ancestors were early settlers and farmers. Some of us grew up in Bendigo, 
some have lived there for short and long periods of time and others have 
only visited. Between us, we are people of faith, people who once had faith 
and people who have never had affiliation with religion. As detailed below, 
we each led the research and writing for different aspects of the project 
and book. We hope that our multifaceted perspectives bring a richness 
to this book and to understandings of faith, spirituality, social cohesion 
and belonging.

Jennifer Jones is a national award-winning educator whose reparative, 
place-based pedagogy assists students to recognise rural and Indigenous 
diversity. Her research interests include Indigenous Australian history, rural 
and religious history, and histories of childhood and education. Jennifer 
led the research and writing for the Introduction; Chapter Two, ‘Djaara 
resilience amid disruption: The impact of settler actions on Aboriginal 
connections to Country’; Chapter Five, ‘Divine intention and family 
misfortune on the Central Victorian Goldfields: How “Providence orders 
all things well”’; Chapter Seven, ‘Militant Protestant sectarianism in a 
religiously plural community: Why Bendigo failed to become a “Protestant 
city”’; Popout Four, ‘Completing the Sacred Heart Cathedral: Craft and 
tradition in Bendigo’s faith-scape’; Popout Six, ‘Transforming “Old 
Sandhurst Town” into the Great Stupa of Universal Compassion’; and 
Chapter Ten, ‘Conclusion: Womin-dji-ka (welcome) to Bendigo, a city of 
flourishing diversity?’.
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Timothy W Jones is a historian and social researcher whose work has 
focused on equality and wellbeing in various contexts related to religion, 
gender and sexuality. Tim led the research and writing for Chapter One, 
‘Religion and social cohesion on the goldfields’; Chapter Nine, ‘Navigating 
faith and cultural diversity: The Bendigo Mosque controversy’ and he 
collaborated with Charles Fahey to research and write Chapter Eight, ‘Faith 
after the gold rush: Demographic and religious change’.

Nadia Rhook is a non-Indigenous writer and educator who is interested 
in the histories and geographies of colonisation, language and belonging. 
Nadia is a published poet. Her research and writing forms the basis 
of Chapter Three, ‘Common law and religious difference in Bendigo 
courtrooms: “The Chinese Oath”’; Popout One, ‘Giving as cohesion: 
“Hospital Sundays”, religion and medical philanthropy in fin-de-siècle 
Bendigo’; Popout Five, ‘Emu Point Joss House: The spirit and architecture of 
faith’ and Chapter Ten, ‘Conclusion: Womin-dji-ka (welcome) to Bendigo, 
a city of flourishing diversity?’.

Charles Fahey taught history at La Trobe University from 1990 until 
his retirement in 2018. He is renowned for research exploring Australian 
labour, rural and mining history. Charles led the research and writing for 
Chapter Six, ‘Building an Irish-Roman Catholic Church on the goldfields 
and Northern Victoria, 1852–1914’ and Chapter Eight, ‘Faith after the 
gold rush: Demographic and religious change’.

Elizabeth Offer is a professional historian and Heritage Consultant. She 
also works as a Research Officer at La Trobe University and is Vice President 
of the Professional Historians Association (Victoria and Tasmania). 
Awarded a Doctor of Philosophy by La Trobe University in 2021, her thesis 
examined the connection between an emerging British identity and the 
shifting religious practices of the Hebrew Congregations that formed in 
Bendigo and Ballarat between 1851 and 1900. Elizabeth led the research 
and writing for Chapter Four, ‘Jewish, British, middle-class: A history of 
Jewish adjustment on the Central Victorian Goldfields’ and Popout Three, 
‘Interfaith marriage and Jewish familial identity on the Central Victorian 
Goldfields: The Herman family experience’.

Natasha Joyce is a Higher Degree Research student at La Trobe University. 
Her thesis is titled, ‘No place for children: accidental childhood fatality on 
Victoria’s goldfields, 1852–1893’. Natasha led the research and writing for 
Popout Two, ‘Spatial organisation and hierarchies of prejudice in Central 
Victorian goldrush cemeteries’.
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