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Glossary

Bunjil: The creator being in Djaara spirituality, represented as an eaglehawk. 

Djaara: The Aboriginal people of the Dja Dja Wurrung language group 
in central Victoria.

Djandak: The Djaara term for Country, which encompasses spiritual, 
cultural, and physical connections to the land, including kinship 
relationships with plants, animals, and ancestral beings.

Eid al-Adha: A principal Islamic holiday, also known as Abraham’s Day.

Eid al-Fitr: An Islamic holiday marking the end of Ramadan, the month 
of fasting. 

Guan-Di: a diety worshipped in Chinese mythology and culture.

Haskalah: An intellectual Jewish movement in Central and Eastern Europe 
that emphasised rationality and intellect, leading to the modernisation of 
Jewish practices.

Hoi Gong Ceremony: performed to bring new lion statues to life.

Kashrut: Jewish dietary laws that dictate food preparation 
and consumption.

Laanecoorie: The Dja Dja Wurrung name for the Loddon River.

Mindi: The giant serpent in Djaara spirituality, responsible for enforcing 
Bunjil’s laws and ceremonies.

Mohel: A person trained to perform the Jewish ritual of circumcision.
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Ultramontanism: A movement within the Catholic Church that 
emphasised the authority of the Pope over national or diocesan authority. 

White Australia Policy: a racial policy established by the 1901 Immigration 
Restriction Act, aimed to limit non-European immigration.

Womin-dji-ka: A word meaning ‘welcome’ in Dja Dja Wurrung language.
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