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Hongwei BAO is an Associate Professor in Media
Studies at the University of Nottingham, United
Kingdom. He is the author of Queer China:
Lesbian and Gay Literature and Visual Culture under
Postsocialism (Routledge, 2020) and co-editor of
Queer Literature in the Sinosphere (Bloomsbury, 2024).
He has also published two poetry collections: The
Passion of the Rabbit God (Valley Press, 2024) and
Self-Portrait as a Banana (Poetic Edge, 2025).

Soyonbo BORJGIN is a journalist and writer from
Southern Mongolia (Inner Mongolia Autonomous
Region), based in New York City. His work exam-
ines language politics in contemporary China and
the impact on minority communities.

Tristan G. BROWN is an Associate Professor
of History at MIT and the author of Laws of the
Land: Fengshui and the State in Qing Dynasty China
(Princeton University Press, 2023), winner of the
2024 John K. Fairbank Award from the American
Historical Association. His research examines law,
religion, environmental governance, and state-
society relations in late imperial China.
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Jenny CHAN is an Associate Professor of Sociology
at the Hong Kong Polytechnic University. She is the
co-author, with Mark Selden and Pun Ngai, of Dying
for an iPhone: Apple, Foxconn, and the Lives of China’s
Workers (Haymarket Books & Pluto Press, 2020),
which was translated into Korean (Narumbooks,
2021) and received CHOICE’s awards for Outstanding
Academic Title on China and Outstanding Academic
Title in Work and Labour in 2022. She served as
vice-president (2018-23) of the International
Sociological Association’s Research Committee of
Labour Movements. She researches labour politics
in Hong Kong and mainland China.

Cai CHEN is a PhD candidate and teaching assistant
atthe Laboratory of Anthropology of Contemporary
Worlds, Université libre de Bruxelles, Belgium.
Chen’s ongoing doctoral research explores the
ethno-racial dynamics among Sino-Congolese
couples residing in the postcolonial Democratic
Republic of Congo. He previously worked on the
interrelationship between migration and sexuality
among Chinese gay students in France. His work has
been featured in the Handbook of Chinese Migration
to Europe (Brill, 2024), Journal of Chinese Overseas,
and Migrations Société.

Yangyang CHENG is a Research Scholar in Law
and a Fellow at Yale Law School’s Paul Tsai China
Center, where her work focuses on the development
of science and technology in China and US-China
relations. Her essays have appeared in The New York
Times, The Guardian, The Nation, MIT Technology
Review, and WIRED, and have received several
awards from the Society of Publishers in Asia, the
Asian American Journalists Association, and the
Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists. She is a co-host,
writer, and producer of the narrative podcast series
Dissident at the Doorstep, from Crooked Media. Born
and raised in China, Cheng received her PhD in
physics from the University of Chicago and her
bachelor’s degree from the University of Science
and Technology of China’s School for the Gifted
Young. Before joining Yale, she worked on the Large
Hadron Collider (LHC) for more than a decade,
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most recently at Cornell University, and as an LHC
Physics Center Distinguished Researcher at Fermi
National Accelerator Laboratory.

CUI Zi’en is a writer and independent filmmaker
from Harbin, formerly based in Beijing, and now
living in Florida. His recent books include ZAT:#)
Folk % 2 4 X8 2 A B (In the Name of Gender and
Sexual History, 2023), #4418 ¥ (Pseudo-Science
Fiction, 2023), /i & 4 £ $& (Platinum Bible of the
Public Toilet, 2024), Bk &% & (Peach-Colored Lips,
2024), and ) . % % 24 T4k (Public Toilet Cinema
Open All Year, 2024). His works have received the
DW Literature Prize, the Hellman/Hammett Award,
the Audience Award for Best Documentary at the
Turin GLBT Film Festival for & Fl.& (Queer China,
Comrade China), and the Hubert Bals Award at
the International Film Festival Rotterdam for the
screenplay & & (National Beauty).

Brian DeMARE teaches modern Chinese history at
Tulane University, New Orleans. A cultural histo-
rian, he is primarily interested in exploring how
Chinese citizens have navigated everyday life
under Communist Party rule. His books include
Mao’s Cultural Army: Drama Troupes in China’s Rural
Revolution (Cambridge University Press, 2015),
Land Wars: The Story of China’s Agrarian Revolution
(Stanford University Press, 2019), and Tiger, Tyrant,
Bandit, Businessman (Stanford University Press,
2022).

Ting GUO (she/her) specialises in religion, poli-
tics, and gender in transnational Asia. She is Book
Review Editor for the Journal of the American
Academy of Religion and an Honorary Researcher at
the Richard Charles Lee Canada-Hong Kong Library
at the University of Toronto. She is the author of
Religion, Secularism, and Love as a Political Discourse
in Modern China (Amsterdam University Press, 2025)
and co-host of the podcast i £ in-betweenness (@
shichapodcast).
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Ida HUANG is a PhD researcher in Politics at
the University of Manchester, United Kingdom.
Her research focuses on LGBTQ+ and feminist
activism, youth social movements, and educational
inequality. In addition to her academic work, she
is an independent writer covering social issues
related to China. Her writing has been featured in
several Sinophone media outlets, including Initium
and Diyin.

Arthur KAUFMAN is an Editorial Assistant for
the Made in China Journal and Global China Pulse.
Previously, he served as an Editor for China Digital
Times, a Global Writing and Speaking Fellow at NYU
Shanghai, and an intern at Foreign Affairs. Based in
New York and Paris, he holds a dual master’s degree
in human rights and international relations from
Sciences Po and Peking University.

Alex Taek-Gwang LEE is a professor of philos-
ophy and cultural studies and director of the
Centre for Cross-Cultural Studies and the Global
Centre for Technology in Humanities at Kyung Hee
University, South Korea. His scholarly work includes
Communism After Deleuze (Bloomsbury, 2025), Made
in Nowhere: Essays on the Asiatic Modes of Existence
(Sublation Media, 2025), and Colors of the Concepts
(Anthem Press, 2025).

Ching Kwan LEE is a Professor of Sociology at
UCLA and author of three award-winning books
on contemporary China and Global China. Her most
recent monograph is Forever Hong Kong: A Global
City’s Decolonization Struggle (Harvard University
Press, 2025).

James LEIBOLD is a Professor of Politics and Asian
Studies in the Department of Politics, Media, and
Philosophy at La Trobe University in Australia. His
research explores the politics of ethnicity, race, and
national identity in modern China, with a current
focus on settler colonialism in the borderlands of
contemporary China.
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Sofia LEONI is an architect and PhD candidate in
Urban and Regional Development at Politecnico
di Torino, Italy, where she has been part of the
China Room research group since 2022. She holds
both a Master of Architecture and a Bachelor of
Architecture from Politecnico di Torino, as well as
a Master of Architecture from Tsinghua University
in Beijing. Her research interests focus on urban
and rural restructuring processes in contexts of
marginality and ecological transition, with a partic-
ular emphasis on the intersection of technological
innovation, infrastructure, and socio-spatial trans-
formations.

Ling LI is pursuing a PhD at Ca’ Foscari University
of Venice with a focus on the role of technology in
enabling sexual exploitation, modern slavery, and
human trafficking in East and Southeast Asia. In
the past few years, she has been providing support
to survivors of scam compounds in Southeast Asia,
interacting with local and international civil society
organisations to bring them relief and help with
repatriation. She is a co-author of Scam: Inside
Southeast Asia’s Cybercrime Compounds (Verso,
2025). Her articles have appeared in Critical Asian
Studies, Trends in Organized Crime, ¥ FAAT R,
Global China Pulse, and The Conversation, among
other outlets.

Mingxuan LI is a fourth-year PhD researcher in
Area Studies at the University of Oxford, UK. Her
research interests include reproductive health, the
dynamics of care, and the social life of therapeutics
and illness. Her doctoral research explores pregnan-
cy-related health care in China, with a specific focus
on how care is delivered through the collaboration
of medical institutions, families, and individuals.
Building on this collaborative model, Mingxuan is
also extending her research to chronic disease and
varied healthcare contexts.
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Petrus LIU is Professor of Chinese and Comparative
Literature and of Women’s, Gender, and Sexuality
Studies at Boston University. He is the author of
Stateless Subjects: Chinese Martial Arts Literature and
Postcolonial History (Cornell East Asia Series, 2011),
Queer Marxism in Two Chinas (Duke University Press,
2015), and The Specter of Materialism: Queer Theory
and Marxism in the Age of the Beijing Consensus (Duke
University Press, 2023).

Anna LORA-WAINWRIGHT is a Professor of the
Human Geography of China at the University of
Oxford, UK. She is the author of two monographs
on contemporary rural China and of numerous arti-
cles in the fields of medical anthropology and envi-
ronmental politics. Her current research concerns
Chinese communities in Venice and (with Thomas
Johnson and Katherine Wong) zero-waste living in
urban China.

Yahia MA holds a PhD from the University of
Melbourne as well as degrees in journalism, English
language and literature, and translation studies. He
is the co-editor of Queer Literature in the Sinosphere
(Bloomsbury, 2024). His critical work has appeared
in the Journal of Literary Multilingualism, Babel,
Transcultural: A Journal of Translation and Cultural
Studies, and Melbourne Asia Review. Yahia’s trans-
lations are included in Queer Taiwanese Literature:
A Reader and Queer Time: A Special Notebook on
Taiwanese Tongzhi Literature.

Jingyu MAO is a Lecturer in Sociology at the
University of Edinburgh. Her research focuses on
migration and work, ethnicity and gender, emotions
and intimacy, and the politics of care. She is the
author of Intimacy as a Lens on Work and Migration:
Experiences of Ethnic Performers in Southwest China
(Bristol University Press, 2024),
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Stefan MESSINGSCHLAGER is a historian and polit-
ical scientist in the Chair of Modern History at
Helmut Schmidt University, Hamburg. Educated at
the University of Konstanz and Peking University,
his research explores contemporary Chinese history
and politics, particularly focusing on Sino-Western
relations and the evolution of Western China exper-
tise since 1949. He regularly publishes in academic
journals in German, English, and Mandarin.

Elena MONALDO is a PhD student at Roma Tre
University, Italy. Her research focuses on modern
and contemporary Chinese literature, with a partic-
ular emphasis on poetry and women’s writing. She
explores their development and engagement with
China’s social transformations, highlighting their
role in shaping cultural perspectives. She is also
active in literary translation.

Qing SHEN earned his PhD in Anthropology from
Uppsala University in December 2024. Before his
academic career, he spent five years working as a
cultural reporter for leading media outlets in China.
In addition to his journalistic work, he has trans-
lated five books into Chinese.

Craig A. SMITH is an Associate Professor in the
University of Melbourne’s Asia Institute. He is a
historian of modern East Asia and an avid translator.
He was awarded an MA in Taiwan Literature from
National Chung Cheng University in 2010 and a PhD
in History from University of British Columbia in
2014. He is the author of Chinese Asianism (Harvard
University Asia Center, 2021; Chinese translation
with The Commercial Press, 2025) and the editor
of Translating the Occupation (University of British
Columbia Press, 2021) and Sinophone Australia
(University of Sydney Press, 2026).
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Kimiko SUDA is a guest professor at the Institute of
Asian and African Studies at Humboldt University
of Berlin. She works with a sociological and trans-
national historical perspective that focuses on how
knowledge/discourse production, social practices,
and social structures relate to each other. Her
research interests include contemporary China;
Sinophone and East Asian diasporic perspectives
on urbanisation, migration, and social change;
queer-feminist cultural representation and self-or-
ganisation; (decolonial) public memory cultures;
and anti-Asian racism.

Bingchang SUN is a PhD candidate in Multi-
Disciplinary Gender Studies at the University of
Cambridge, UK. His research lies at the intersec-
tion of sociology and history, drawing on feminist,
queer, and psychoanalytic approaches.

Ling TANG /&% (they/she) is a lecturer in cultural
studies at the University of Melbourne. They
research and create progressive practices in the
market in post-socialist China. As an activist, artist
and academic, they promote feminism, queer-
ness, and inclusive Chineseness through research,
teaching, artmaking, and social engagement.

lan Liujia TIAN is an Assistant Professor of Women
and Gender Studies at Mount Saint Vincent
University, Canada. Their research explores the
intersections of sexuality, gender, and labour in
China through a queer Marxist lens.

Hongkun WANG is a postdoctoral researcher at the
School of Media and Communication, Shenzhen
University, China. Her research explores the inter-
section of gender, media culture, and digital tech-
nology in China.
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(Clark) Aoqi WU recently received his PhD in
Politics from the Catholic University of America.
His research examines how the expansionist grand
strategies of autocratic great powers intersect with
domestic state-building, especially leadership,
ideology, development models, internal security
apparatus, and civil-military relations. His work has
appeared in the Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists, the
Journal of Asian Studies, The Diplomat, and ChinaFile.

Jenny Man WU is a practice-based researcher, film-
maker, and art-activist. Over the past 15 years, she
has curated, produced, and created projects that
integrate cultural activism with storytelling—from
programming the Beijing Queer Film Festival to
producing the film The Taste of Betel Nuts (Berlinale
2017) and initiating and directing the post-verbatim
theatre work The Unheard Echoes. Her interdisci-
plinary work centres queer feminist perspectives
from China and its diaspora across film, theatre,
and curatorial practice.

Shui-yin Sharon YAM is Professor in Writing,
Rhetoric, and Digital Studies and Faculty Affiliate
in Gender and Women’s Studies at the University
of Kentucky, USA. She is a diasporic Hongkonger
and the author of the award-winning monograph
Inconvenient Strangers: Transnational Subjects and the
Politics of Citizenship (Ohio State University Press,
2019) and, more recently, Doing Gender Justice:
Queering Reproduction, Kin, and Care (with Natalie
Fixmer-Oraiz, Johns Hopkins University Press,
2025). Her research focuses on transnational rhet-
oric, political emotions, gender, and race.

Sia X. YANG is on an extended career hiatus due
to motherhood. Her recent academic writing has
appeared in the Asia-Pacific Journal: Japan Focus,
Made in China Journal, Memo Review, Art Review
Oxford, and Cultural Politics.
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Shana YE is Associate Professor of Women and
Gender Studies at the University of Toronto. Her
research areas include transnational feminism,
queer studies, post/socialist studies, queer death
studies, Sinophone science and technology studies,
and the history of artificial intelligence and virtual
reality in China. As well as the monograph Queer
Chimerica: A Speculative Auto/Ethnography of the
Cool Child (University of Michigan Press, 2024), her
work has appeared in peer-reviewed journals such
as Transgender Studies Quarterly, Feminist Studies,
Gender, Place & Culture, and Feminist Media Studies.
She is currently working on the racialisation of
Chineseness in relation to technology and the mate-
riality of memory and virtual reality.

Zihao ZHANG is a PhD candidate in Social
Anthropology at the University of Sussex. His
doctoral research, based on 16 months of ethno-
graphic fieldwork, examines labour, masculinity,
and infrastructure in the platform food delivery
industry in China. His research interests include
labour, gender, technology, and China’s gig
economy. He served as internal secretary (2024-
25) of the Postgraduate Network of the British
Association for Chinese Studies.
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This text is taken from Made in China Journal: Volume 10, Issue 2, 2025,
edited by Ivan Franceschini and Nicholas Loubere, published 2026 by ANU Press,
The Australian National University, Canberra, Australia.





