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Personal reflection
Eko Widodo

As Dean of the Faculty of Business Administration and Communication
Sciences at Atma Jaya Catholic University, this reflection shares the very
memorable experience of being involved with ACICIS at Atma Jaya.
The period of ACICIS at Atma Jaya is almost the same as the length of my
career there, 25 years in 2025. For me this is impressive and unforgettable,
a very long collaboration. We have made many things happen together,
bigger, further and better than my original dreams.

My own background is quite diverse. I have a Bachelor in Sociology from
UGM, one in law from Atma Jaya Yogyakarta and a Master in Management
from UGM. I worked in Bank Universal before joining Atma Jaya in
Jakarta. I do not have a formal background in journalism, but I lived in a
boarding house in Palmerah, near the Kompas newspaper headquarters, and
my fellow boarders were journalists; these contacts were very useful later for
the ACICIS journalism program.

My introduction to ACICIS began at the end of the 1990s, when I was
introduced by Professor Andre Hardjana to his colleague, David Hill, who
was then teaching at Murdoch University. Andre Hardjana is a professor
in Communication Science, the second PhD degree in Communication
Science in Indonesia. David has an extensive network of colleagues and
friends among students, scholars, journalists and leaders in Indonesia,
especially those related to communication and journalism.
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I inidially felt inferior when I met David, as I knew him by reputation, but
my views changed completely when we met. David is a very friendly person
with excellent Indonesian language skills; his language is soft and smooth,
and he is always humble with his knowledge. He told me that he headed an
organisation in Yogyakarta that aimed to introduce Indonesia to students
from Australia.

Next, David came to visit Atma Jaya. Our first joint program, created at
that time, was the JPP. Journalism was chosen first because David had
extensive knowledge and networks in the world of journalism in Indonesia.
My own role then was as Vice-Dean for Administration and Finance. As the

youngest faculty leader, I was entrusted with handling new programs,
including the JPP.

In the first batch, 13 students registered as participants. The first Australian
program coordinator was Angela Romano, from Queensland University
of Technology. The JPP needed considerable preparation from ACICIS
and Atma Jaya for its first run, being a ‘tailor-made program’, created,
implemented and structured based on the needs of the party requesting it.
With no existing curriculum for this program, it needed to be designed
specifically and carefully.

We drew on various internal resources to provide the teaching including
Professor Andre Hardjana and several other Atma Jaya lecturers. Because
this was the first time, I did everything myself with Angela. The first classes
were held in the Yustinus Building, a new building first used for the ACICIS
program. From the Faculty of Business Administration and Communication
Sciences, I was the person in charge, while from the Language Learning
Center, there was Mrs Lia, assisted by Mrs Katrin.

We encountered many challenges and obstacles in the early days, but this
did not dampen our efforts. We utilised personal links with resources and
networks. For example, through my journalist friends, I placed several
students for internships in various media outlets. They interned for four
weeks, learning to make news about conditions in Indonesia. They were
accompanied by senior journalists who guided, directed and found sources,
so that the students could learn about good journalism.

After evaluation, this first program turned out satisfactory overall, although
there were still many improvements needed here and there. David was
satisfied with the implementation, and during 2002 we started planning for
the next iteration.
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However, on 12 October 2002, the Bali bombing incident occurred
in Kuta, Bali, killing 202 people, including 88 Australians. The Australian
Government issued a travel warning, essentially limiting Australian citizens
from visiting Indonesia for security reasons. We were very disappointed with
this but could not do anything; it was beyond our power to deal with it.
However, in 2007, David contacted me to say that the JPP would run again
— encouraging news for us after giving up hope for so long.

In 2007, I became Vice-Dean of Academic Affairs in my faculty and also
started a doctoral education program at Universitas Brawijaya in Malang.
Because I was busy in Malang, the ACICIS program was now run by
Mrs Natalia Widyasari. However, during university holidays in December
and January, I was still able to provide de facto management.

Something different in this program was the arrival of a guest, the Australian
Minister of Foreign Affairs, Kevin Rudd, who later became Prime Minister
of Australia. This was very encouraging for all of us at Atma Jaya.

The JPP model worked very well, so much so that it became the model for
six more professional practicums. The JPP itself was piloted in January 2002,
reinstated in 2008 and was followed by a remarkable decade of program
initiatives: development studies in 2010, business in 2015, creative arts and
design in 2017, law in 2018 and both sustainable tourism and agriculture in
2019. These were mostly based at Atma Jaya, but as the number of students
threatened to exceed capacity, other universities were drawn in.

I tried to make time to visit ACICIS often. At that time, the RD was Phillip
King, who had a PhD in history and was still young and very energetic.
Coincidentally, Phillip and I have the same hobby, nature adventures.
He loves climbing mountains, exploring nature and surfing. There was
a lot of chemistry between us because we often talked about nature, culture,
surfing and such topics.

Our relationship took place in a very familial atmosphere. When there
was an ACICIS activity, I try to attend and help, even when the activity was
outside Jakarta. For example, when a student was sick and had to be treated
at the Malang Regional General Hospital, I visited and accompanied the
student. The relationship between me and ACICIS was very close.

There are several things I can say about my level of involvement with
ACICIS. The first is in the personal field. The ACICIS programs started
in early January, and much preparation was needed from mid- to late
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December. For a Catholic university, this is a holiday period; the campus is
closed and the staff return home. Everything had to be prepared for ACICIS
with limited human resources. This was very challenging.

On the professional front, my involvement in ACICIS is deep. For each
new program or activity, I must prepare everything needed, including the
program schedule, materials and teachers, through to the internships for
students. This requires careful planning and coordination.

In the academic field, I am also involved in preparing the curriculum
and student materials. The curriculum must be relevant to the needs and
objectives of the ACICIS program itself and also to the conditions in
Indonesia. This requires close collaboration between me, the lecturers and
ACICIS to produce a quality and useful curriculum.

Socially, my involvement with ACICIS is also strong. I often interact with
ACICIS students, both on and off campus. I am a guide, mentor and friend.
ACICIS students come from many different backgrounds, and therefore
different approaches to interacting with them are required. I need to
understand and appreciate these differences, as well as help them to adapt
to new environments in Indonesia.

This whole experience has been very valuable for me. I feel proud and grateful
to be involved in ACICIS, which has made many positive contributions
to the recognition of Indonesia in the eyes of the world, especially among
Australian students. This is an unforgettable part of my life’s journey, and
I hope to continue to contribute to the progress of ACICIS.
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