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Personal reflection

Aldo Nugroho

My name is Muchammad Fatkhurrachman Aldo Nugroho. I am 30 years 
old, which means I was born in the same year that ACICIS sent its first 
students to Indonesia. In August 2021, I graduated from UGM with a 
bachelor degree from the Faculty of Economics and Business, majoring in 
management. I run a homestay business in Yogyakarta that has been used 
by several Australian students, over the years, including ACICIS students. 
I have come to know these students well; we became friends and we continue 
to stay in touch.

My family has owned a homestay business, Cempaka Homestay, since 
2011. We have worked with UGM’s Office of International Affairs to offer 
accommodation options to foreign exchange students, including students 
from the Netherlands, Germany, France, Switzerland and Japan as well as 
Australia. Because of COVID-19, our homestay business closed for two 
years and was revived in mid-2022 when ACICIS students stayed with 
us again.

In August 2022, a student from Queensland named Sam1 stayed at our 
homestay for six months until he completed his Indonesian language studies 
at UGM. He was a FLIP student in ACICIS’ 55th semester. Sam is a kind, 
friendly, tall and pleasant person. Several times, I invited him to dinner at 
some of my favourite restaurants, which he really enjoyed. He also invited 
me to join his classmates to watch the 2022 World Cup games together at 

1	  All names for ACICIS participants used in this reflection are pseudonyms.
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a restaurant or at a friend’s place. My family also got to know Sam well and 
he was happy to meet them. My most enjoyable memory with Sam was 
watching the World Cup final together with other friends.

In January 2023, Sam returned to Australia. Because I really enjoy 
communicating with and meeting new people, and am easy-going, 
I considered applying to be a volunteer ACICIS student buddy for 
their 56th semester. I submitted my CV for the selection process, but 
unfortunately, I was not accepted for that semester.

In July 2023, ACICIS announced their volunteer buddy program for their 
57th semester and I decided to re-apply. I was invited to an interview with 
ACICIS staff, whom I found to be really friendly. As a result of the interview, 
I was accepted and my next step was to participate in a briefing about the 
roles and responsibilities of buddies and expected behaviour.

At the end of July 2023, the orientation period for Australian students in 
ACICIS’ 57th semester began in Yogyakarta. I was paired with a student called 
Daniel. My first impression of Daniel was that he is kind, friendly, cool and 
knowledgeable. My duty as a buddy was to help him find accommodation 
during his stay in Yogya, and so we surveyed several boarding houses around 
UGM together. He found a place to stay that was close to UGM and also 
a gym because he likes to work out.

Several times, I met with Daniel for dinner, and we enjoyed spending time 
together. I also helped him with practical matters, such as dealing with the 
difficulties of using a foreign mobile phone in Indonesia. Additionally, 
I helped him prepare his birthday celebrations in Yogyakarta, and I got to 
know some of the other Australian ACICIS students who were also studying 
in Yogyakarta with Daniel.

I also became close to another ACICIS student that semester – Matthew 
– because he is friendly, kind, funny and likes to make jokes. As a result, 
I spent time exploring local food with him because he loves trying different 
Indonesian dishes. Coincidentally, his place was very close to my house, 
making it easy for me to visit him. Matthew had an idea to try 100 warung in 
Yogyakarta and surrounding areas. I helped him by encouraging him to visit 
my favourite places to eat and we often visited them together. I accompanied 
him to almost half of his 100 warung. Together with Matthew and other 
ACICIS friends, we also went go-karting and watched movies at the cinema.
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In December 2023, the 57th semester ended and the ACICIS students 
returned to Australia to continue their studies. I was really sad because I felt 
they had become like brothers to me, especially Matthew, Daniel and another 
student, Andrew. I still keep in touch with them to check in and catch up.

In January 2024, the 58th semester began, and ACICIS once again needed 
student buddies to accompany the Australian students and help them out. 
I re-applied and was accepted once more to be a buddy. This time, there are 
only eight new students participating in ACICIS’ semester-based programs, 
whereas in the previous semester, there had been 30 new students. In the 
58th semester, there was only one male student, who I was buddied with. 
His name was Mark and I helped him find accommodation and some 
essential items. Mark is very tall and has a large build. He is very funny, 
kind, friendly and also plays guitar. I helped him register his International 
Mobile Equipment Identity so that he could use his Australian mobile 
phone in Indonesia. We had several group dinners, hung out, went to 
karaoke and watched movies. I got to know all the ACICIS students that 
semester, due to the small size of the cohort. They are all very friendly and 
kind. I also joined their field trip to several tourist spots in Solo, which was 
very memorable.

My experience of being an ACICIS buddy for two semesters has not 
only been fun but has also helped me to improve my English-speaking 
skills. My networks have also expanded to include people from Australia. 
My interpersonal skills have strengthened and I feel as if I have gained new 
family members in ACICIS staff and students. In particular, I have come 
to know ACICIS students really well and I have learned about cultural 
differences between Indonesia and Australia. Despite these differences, I have 
found Australians to be really open-minded, happy to talk about issues that 
matter to them and to share their perspectives. My English-speaking skills, 
vocabulary and grammar have all improved, and I can make use of these as 
I search for full-time work. I have also learned about Australian culture and 
even understand Australian slang and accents. It is my hope to work, study 
or live in Australia one day.

Being a buddy is something I have enjoyed because I am an extrovert, 
easy-going and am able to adapt to new people and environments. I love 
helping the ACICIS students when they need assistance. And I have come 
to consider the students I have supported as my brothers.
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The ACICIS staff are also very kind; they made me feel ‘accepted’ and are 
akin to new family for me. They are very cooperative and helpful, giving 
me guidance when I feel confused about ACICIS-related matters. I do think 
that the student buddy process could be further improved. Perhaps ACICIS 
could consider additional bonding activities for buddies and students, 
for example, through structured events and additional field trips.

I hope to have the opportunity to join ACICIS again; being an ACICIS 
buddy has been a valuable and unforgettable experience for me.
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