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AAP Australian Associated Press
ABC Australian Broadcasting Corporation
ACIAR Australian Centre for International Agricultural 

Research
ACICIS Australian Consortium for ‘In-Country’ Indonesian 

Studies (pronounced ‘ah-chi-chiss’)
ada there is; there are
AII Australia-Indonesia Institute, Department of 

Foreign Affairs and Trade (Australia)
AIYA Australia–Indonesia Youth Association
AIYEP Australia–Indonesia Youth Exchange Program 
akademi komunitas community colleges
anak ACICIS ‘ACICIS kids’; ‘ACICIS participants’
ANU The Australian National University (Australia)
ARC Australian Research Council
ASAA Asian Studies Association of Australia
ASEAN Association of Southeast Asian Nations
Atma Jaya See ‘Universitas Katolik Atma Jaya’
AUIDF Australian Universities International Directors’ Forum
AUKUS A trilateral security pact between Australia, the UK 

and the US
bahasa language
bahasa campur ‘mixed language’, often Indonesian and English
bahasa Indonesia Indonesian, the national language of the Republic 

of Indonesia
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bahasa Malaysia Malaysian, the national language of Malaysia
balita toddler
BAN-PT Badan Akreditasi Nasional Perguruan Tinggi – 

National Accreditation Board for Higher Education
Bapak/Pak father; Mr; used as a respectful way to address a male 

older than you or in a position of authority
Bapak kos a male owner or manager of a kos
Bappenas Kementerian Perencanaan Pembangunan Nasional – 

Ministry of National Development Planning, the 
acronym draws from Badan Perancang Pembangunan 
Nasional, which is its former name

batik traditional wax-print patterned cloth
becak a cycle rickshaw/trishaw used for transporting 

passengers – a common form of transport 
in Yogyakarta

bersatu kita teguh, 
bercerai kita runtuh

‘together we stand, divided we fall’

binatang animal
bintang star
BPI Beasiswa Pendidikan Indonesia – Indonesian 

Education Scholarship
BRIC Brazil, Russia, India, China (that is, four major 

emerging economies)
BRIN Badan Riset dan Inovasi Nasional – National 

Research and Innovation Agency
bule foreigner, especially a white or white-passing foreigner
CAE College of Advanced Education, a feature of 

Australian higher education from 1967 to the 
early 1990s, offering post-secondary qualifications 
in vocational areas

CIEE Council on International Educational Exchange (US)
cikunganya Chikungunya – a mosquito-borne viral disease
CSEAS Centre for Southeast Asian Studies 

(Monash University, Australia)
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CSIRO Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial 
Research Organisation (Australia)

CUC Canberra University College (Australia)
dari mana? ‘where are you from?’; ‘where have you been?’
Darmasiswa a scholarship awarded by the Indonesian 

Government for international students to study 
Indonesian language and culture in Indonesia

DEA Department of External Affairs (Australia), as it was 
known in 1901–1916; and 1921–1970 

DEET Department of Education, Employment and 
Training (Australia), as it was known in 1987–1996

DET Department of Education and Training (Australia), 
as it was known in 2014–2019

DFAT Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (Australia)
DoE Department of Education (Australia), as it was 

known in 1972, 1983, 1984–1987, 2013–2014, 
2019–2020 and 2022–present

DPR Dewan Perwakilan Rakyat – People’s Representative 
Council

duduk to sit; to sit down
dulu before
empat sehat lima 
sempurna

‘four healthy, five perfect’ – an Indonesian public 
health campaign related to healthy eating

Galeri Nasional 
Indonesia

Indonesian National Gallery

gamelan an ensemble of traditional musical instruments
gang lane; laneway
GGS Geelong Grammar School (Australia)
Gojek a popular ride-share service in Indonesia, name 

derives from ojek, which refers to motorcycles used 
for public transport

Grab a ride-share service, similar to Gojek
HECS Higher Education Contribution Scheme, now known 

as the Higher Education Loan Program (HELP)
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HEI Higher Education Institution
IA-CEPA Indonesia-Australia Comprehensive Economic 

Partnership Agreement
IBCs international branch campuses
Ibu/Bu mother; Mrs; Ms; used as a respectful way to address 

a female older than you or in a position of authority
Ibu kos a female owner or manager of a kos
ICOC Indonesia Council Open Conference
IEAA International Education Association of Australia
IELTS International English Language Testing System
IISMA Indonesian International Student Mobility Awards
IKIP Institut Keguruan dan Ilmu Pendidikan – Institute 

of Teacher Training and Education
ILOTES Innovative Languages Other Than English in Schools
IMEI International Mobile Equipment Identity
in-country often used by ACICIS to mean ‘in Indonesia’
INCULS Indonesian Culture and Language Learning Service 

(UGM, Indonesia)
Institut Studi Arus 
Informasi

Institute for the Studies on Free Flow of Information

IPB Institut Pertanian Bogor – IPB University (West Java, 
Indonesia)

ISI Institut Seni Indonesia – Indonesian Arts Institute 
(Yogyakarta, Indonesia)

IVAA Indonesian Visual Arts Archive
jalan road; street; commonly abbreviated to jl
jam time; hour
jambu a type of guava
jam karet ‘rubber time,’ refers to cultural attitudes towards 

time in Java, where it is acceptable to be late for 
appointments and commitments

jaranan a traditional horse dance trance originating from 
East Java

JDF John Darling Fellowship
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kampung village
kamu an informal expression for the pronoun ‘you’
Kawasan Ekonomi 
Khusus

Special Economic Zones

kebaya a traditional blouse, often worn with a sarong by 
women in Southeast Asia, including throughout Java

ke bawah to go down; to go below; to go under
kecil small; little
keluarga family
keraton a Javanese word for a type of royal palace in Java
kerawitan an ensemble of traditional Javanese musical 

instruments; a Javanese term for gamelan
KITAS Kartu Izin Tinggal Sementara – Temporary Residence 

Permit Card
kok sendirian? ‘why are you alone?’
Kompas Indonesian national newspaper
KONEKSI An initiative of DFAT in collaboration with 

Indonesia’s Ministry of Higher Education, Science 
and Technology, Ministry of National Planning and 
National Research and Innovation Agency

Konfrontasi the Indonesia–Malaysia confrontation, an armed 
conflict from 1963 to 1966

kos boarding house–style accommodation that is 
commonly used by Indonesian university students 
and ACICIS participants

kretek clove cigarettes
Krismon from Krisis Moneter, the 1997 Asian financial crisis
krupuk a type of prawn-flavoured, deep-fried cracker
KUI Kantor Urusan International – Office of 

International Affairs
kurang rapi ‘not so tidy’
learning abroad periods of overseas study and internships, credited 

to a student’s home degree; also referred to as 
‘study abroad’
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LPDP Lembaga Pengelola Dana Pendidikan – Education 
Endowment Fund

LPDP Rispro Lembaga Pengelola Dana Pendidikan Riset Inovatif 
Produktif – Education Endowment Fund Productive 
and Innovative Research Scheme

mempunyai to have
merdeka independent, free, often associated with the 

Independence Day celebrations
MoEC Indonesia’s Ministry of Education and Culture 

(Kementerian Pendidikan dan Kebudayaan), as it was 
known between 2021 and 2024. It merged with 
the Ministry of Research and Technology in April 
2021 to become the Ministry of Education, Culture, 
Research and Technology. In October 2024, the 
Ministry was split into three: the Ministry of Primary 
and Secondary Education, the Ministry of Higher 
Education and the Ministry of Cultural Affairs

MOSMA Ministry of Religious Affairs Overseas Student 
Mobility Awards (Indonesia)

MOU Memorandum of Understanding
MPR Majelis Permusyawaratan Rakyat – People’s 

Consultative Assembly
NALSAS National Asian Languages and Studies in 

Australian Schools
NALSSP National Asian Languages and Studies in 

Schools Program
nasi goreng fried rice
nasi gudeg rice with sweet jackfruit curry, a Yogyakarta 

speciality
NCP New Colombo Plan
NGO non-government organisation
nongkrong to hang out with friends; to chill out with friends
NSW New South Wales
NT Northern Territory
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NTU Northern Territory University (Australia), which was 
merged with other institutions in 2003 into Charles 
Darwin University

OECD Organisation for Economic Co-operation 
and Development

Om/Oom A form of address for an older male, originally 
from Dutch

panas hot (of temperature)
pedas spicy (of food)
pendamping companion; Indonesian students who act as 

‘buddies’ for ACICIS participants
pentungan bambu a percussive instrument
peribahasa proverb
PIBBI Program Intensif Belajar Bahasa dan Budaya 

Indonesia – Intensive Indonesian Language and 
Culture Program offered by UKSW in collaboration 
with ANU

pinjol from pinjaman online – illegal online loans
PP Professional Practicum
PSEAH Preventing Sexual Exploitation, Abuse and 

Harassment
PTN-BH Perguruan Tinggi Negara-Badan Hukum – 

Autonomous State Universities
Puskesmas Pusat Kesehatan Masyarakat – Community 

Health Centre
QLD Queensland
QUT Queensland University of Technology (Australia)
RD ACICIS’ Resident Director
Reformasi reformation, refers to the years after Suharto’s fall 

in 1998
Rektor An Indonesian university’s Chancellor and Vice-

Chancellor, similar to a University President 
renstra from rencana strategis – strategic plan
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ronda malam/ronde 
malam

night patrols, a common community practice 
across Indonesia

RPJMN Rencana Pembangunan Jangka Menengah Nasional – 
Mid-Term National Development Plan

RPJPN Rencana Pembangunan Jangka Panjang Nasional – 
Long-Term National Development Plan

RRI Radio Republik Indonesia, an Indonesian national 
public radio network

sakit sick, unwell
salak snake fruit – a crunchy, white-fleshed fruit with 

snake-like skin
Sarjana Sastra Bachelor of Arts
sate satay – an Indonesian dish of seasoned, skewered 

meat served with a sauce
SBY Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono, President of the 

Republic of Indonesia, 2004 to 2014
SDA Shop Distributive and Allied Employees Association 

(Australia)
SEAP Southeast Asia Program (Cornell University, US)
SEATO Southeast Asia Treaty Organisation
sebelumnya before
sehat healthy; in good health
sekolah tinggi schools of higher learning; tertiary institutions
selokan canal
silat a traditional martial art
sinetron from ‘sinema electronik’ (electronic cinema) – 

Indonesian TV soap opera shows
SMH The Sydney Morning Herald
SOAS School of Oriental and African Studies (University 

of London, UK)
SRC Grant Special Research Centre Grant
study abroad periods of overseas study (including internships) 

credited to a student’s home degree; also referred 
to as ‘learning abroad’
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suasana atmosphere
tempe traditional Indonesian food made from fermented 

soybeans
tiba-tiba sadar ‘the penny dropped’
turun to descend; to alight
TVRI Televisi Republik Indonesia, Indonesia’s national 

public television network
UGM Universitas Gadjah Mada – Gadjah Mada University 

(Yogyakarta, Indonesia)
UI Universitas Indonesia – University of Indonesia 

(Jakarta, Indonesia)
UII Universitas Islam Indonesia – Indonesian Islamic 

University (Yogyakarta, Indonesia)
UKSW Universitas Kristen Satya Wacana – Satya Wacana 

Christian University (Central Java, Indonesia)
UMAP University Mobility in Asia and the Pacific
UMM Universitas Muhammadiyah Malang – Malang 

Muhammadiyah University (East Java, Indonesia)
UNE University of New England (Australia)
unggul superior
Universitas 
Airlangga

Airlangga University (East Java, Indonesia)

Universitas 
Hasanuddin

Hasanuddin University (South Sulawesi, Indonesia)

Universitas Katolik 
Atma Jaya

Atma Jaya Catholic University (Jakarta, Indonesia). 
Often referred to as Atma Jaya

Universitas Nusa 
Cendana

Nusa Cendana University (East Nusa Tenggara, 
Indonesia)

Universitas Udayana Udayana University (Bali, Indonesia)
Universiti Utara 
Malaysia

Northern University of Malaysia (Malaysia)

UNPAR Universitas Katolik Parahyangan – Parahyangan 
Catholic University (West Java, Indonesia)

UNSW University of New South Wales (Australia)
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UNY Universitas Negeri Yogyakarta – State University 
of Yogyakarta (Yogyakarta, Indonesia)

UQ University of Queensland (Australia)
USAID United States Agency for International Development
USD Universitas Sanata Dharma – Sanata Dharma 

University (Yogyakarta, Indonesia)
UTS University of Technology Sydney (Australia) 
UWA University of Western Australia (Australia)
UWS University of Western Sydney (Australia), 

which changed its name to Western Sydney 
University in 2015

UX user experience 
VGS Volunteer Graduate Scheme (Australia)
VITAS Visa Izin Tinggal Sementara – Temporary 

Residence Visa
VOI Voice of Indonesia
VoIP Voice over Internet Protocol
WA Western Australia
warung a small kiosk; roadside stall; place to eat
zusammen sind wir 
besser

‘together is better’
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