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Context

The Australian Consortium for ‘In-Country’ Indonesian Studies — better
known as ‘ACICIS’ (pronounced ‘ah-chi-chiss’) — was founded in 1994
in Perth, Australia, to facilitate study abroad experiences in Indonesia
for students of Australian universities. This was a time when Australian
universities were setting increasingly ambitious internationalisation and
student mobility targets to grow inbound international cohorts as well as
to send more Australian students overseas on exchange and study abroad
programs. The story of ACICIS arises out of this background, namely
as a way of finding a workable mechanism to place Australian students
in Indonesian universities to study for credit.

There is also a second dimension to this story; from the late 1980s there
was a wave of enthusiasm for Asian languages and Asian studies education
in Australia entwined with a surge of language policies, reports, statements
and advocacy bodies. Indonesian language education, alongside other
Asian languages and studies programs, expanded in Australian schools and
universities amid calls to better prepare students for Australia’s geopolitical
and economic future.

Among this, Indonesia emerged as a complex student destination. There
were three main problem areas: a complex and lengthy student visa process
during pre-departure preparation; the need for in-country, on-program
provision of academic and pastoral care; and post-program credit transfer
between Indonesian and Australian institutions that required careful,
continual follow-up.



EXPERIENCING INDONESIA

The idea occurred to David T. Hill and Paul Stange at Murdoch University
in Perth of leveraging an economy of scale: of grouping together students
from across Australia who wanted to study in Indonesia. Student visas could
be more efficiently processed collectively, and standardised orientation
materials shared for consistency. An academic could be stationed in country
to support cohorts of on-program students and chase up their grades at
semester’s end. A consortium model was born.

Core costs paid for tuition at Indonesian universities and funded very small
offices in Australia and Indonesia. Australian universities that supplied
students paid an annual membership fee, while students self-funded their
program fee, sought study abroad grants or scholarships from their home
universities or a combination of these. Fees were kept as low as possible so
as not to deter students, and an American program in Malang, East Java,
provided considerable inspiration.

For Australian universities, the ACICIS model was highly novel, almost 0
innovative. While strongly supported by Indonesia-focused academics and
language departments, there was doubt and distrust in other administrative
areas of ACICIS member universities. When Australian students went
abroad to other destinations, a ‘student exchange model’ was the norm. This
was based on the principle of reciprocal exchange; students paid tuition fees
to their home institutions and then ‘swapped’ places, usually on a ‘one in,
one out’ basis. On-campus accommodation was normally also negotiated
as part of exchange agreements between universities.

This reciprocity-based model, however, would not work between Australian
and Indonesian universities; the number of Australian students opting
to study in Indonesia could not be matched by Indonesian students able to
afford airfares and living costs in Australia, even if tuition fees were covered.
When compared with student exchange, the ACICIS ‘study abroad’ model
verged on being too different, too difficult and too expensive. Deans and
administrative staff had to be persuaded of the benefits of ACICIS and
persuaded again as staff inevitably changed. It was a grinding and enervating
process of convincing oft-reluctant Australian university staff, year after
year, for many years.

From its very establishment, ACICIS has embraced a ‘problem-solving’
approach to navigating barriers and easing student access to Indonesia,
initially for participants from Australia and now from around the world. Asa
study abroad organisation, ACICIS is unique on numerous levels, from its



INTRODUCTION

establishment as a non-profit consortium based on a membership structure
to its now diverse program portfolio, which includes two-week study tours;
intensive language short courses; six-week professional practicums; and
semester-long immersion programs and supervised research field studies.
At the end of 2025, ACICIS has an alumni base of around 5,000 and is
the largest provider of credit-bearing international student programs
in Indonesia.

For much of its first decade, however, ACICIS was a tiny outfit; in 1995 it
began with just one full-time staff member in Australia and one in Indonesia.
Its legal and financial status lacked clarity and ACICIS often tottered close
to collapse. Much money passed through ACICIS but little stuck to the
sides. Staff could only be offered one-year contracts; there simply were
not enough funds to underwrite longer agreements. Despite this, ACICIS
grew with the support of its partner universities in Indonesia; government
endorsement in both Australia and Indonesia; and new student mobility
funding mechanisms, particularly Australia’s New Colombo Plan (NCP).

From its inception, ACICIS has also been nimble and responsive to
Australian Government policy and strategy. As explored in the first
section of this volume, during the late 1980s and 1990s, as well as more
recently, there has been a range of notable inquiries and reports into Asian
studies and languages education in Australia. These included numerous
recommendations for in-country study in Asia for Australian students,
including in Indonesia. ACICIS not only pioneered in-country, experiential
study in Indonesia but has also developed this model well beyond the
expectations outlined in these inquiries and reports.

This edited volume celebrates the 30th anniversary of ACICIS. It also fills
an important gap in study abroad literature by describing and analysing
a successful and enduring in-country, for-credit program in Indonesia.'
Our contributors connect ACICIS’ establishment, growth and impact to

1 Other book-length volumes explore broader Australia—Indonesia people-to-people connections that

include but do not solely focus on ACICIS, such as Missbach, A. & Purdey, J. (eds.). (2015). Linking
people: Connections and encounters between Australians and Indonesians. Regiospectra Verlag; and Purdey, J.

(ed.). (2021). Australia—Indonesia connections: Mobility, youth and exchange. Gadjah Mada University Press.

Another example is McCarthy, A., & Zainuddin, A. (2017) Bridges of friendship: Reflections on Indonesia’s
early independence and Australias Volunteer Graduate Scheme. Monash University Publishing, in which the

authors detail an in-country, non-credit bearing program for Australian graduates in Indonesia. Naidu

does spotlight ACICIS in her 2025 book but focuses on intercultural development outcomes rather than

describing ACICIS itself; see Naidu, K. (2025). Embodying intercultural capacities: The pedagogic impact of
studly abroad. Springer. doi.org/10.1007/978-981-96-2155-2.
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broader themes of Australia—Indonesia relations and public diplomacy;
higher education development and practice; as well as human capital and
individual learning and development.

As editors, we have sought contributions from across ACICIS’ community
including alumni, ACICIS staff in Indonesia and Australia, staff from
ACICIS’ host universities in Indonesia and member universities in
Australia, and ACICIS-focused researchers. The result is a collection of
diverse perspectives and insights into ACICIS’ context and operations from
its conception and establishment in the 1990s; its continuing development
and program innovation; and its impact on participants, staff and host
communities as well as on broader Australia—Indonesia bilateral relations.

ACICIS sent its first cohort of students to Indonesia in 1995, at a time
when, as noted by David Hill in his chapter, obtaining a temporary resident
student visa took more than 12 months, mobile phones did not exist
and facsimiles were at the cutting edge of communications technology.
Semester-long  ACICIS programs were on offer at two universities:
‘Indonesian for foreigners’ and immersion programs at Universitas Gadjah
Mada (UGM) in Yogyakarta and a field study program at Universitas
Mubammadiyah Malang (UMM) in East Java, with students able to enrol
in two programs if they wanted to study in Indonesia for a full year. From
these early days, the founders of ACICIS developed a model in which
a Resident Director, stationed in Yogyakarta, provided pastoral care and
academic support to ACICIS participants. This has continued through to
today and has become a hallmark of ACICIS’ operations. It is this direct
focus on pastoral care, delivered on-site and face-to-face, that sets ACICIS
apart from other study abroad providers and programs and is commented
on by many of the contributors to this volume.

In 1995, ACICIS operated out of Murdoch University in Perth, Western
Australia, and its burgeoning network of ‘member’ Australian universities
included six ‘signed-up’, committed institutions with another seven in the
pipeline. At the time of writing, ACICIS’ membership sits at 20,> down from

2 In 2025, Australian universities that are legal consortium members of ACICIS are The Australian
National University (ANU), Curtin University, Deakin University, Flinders University, Griffith University,
La Trobe University, Monash University, Murdoch University, RMIT University, University of Melbourne,
University of Newcastle, University of Queensland (UQ), University of Sydney, University of Tasmania,
University of Western Australia (UWA), University of New England (UNE), University of New South
Wales (UNSW), University of Technology Sydney (UTS) and Western Sydney University. Leiden

University in the Netherlands is also a consortium member.
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a high of 25 prior to the onset of COVID-19. Membership has also extended
beyond Australia, with Leiden University in the Netherlands a current
member university and the University of London’s School of Oriental and
African Studies (SOAS) in the United Kingdom a former member.

In Indonesia, ACICIS initially worked with UGM in Yogyakarta, one of
Indonesia’s oldest and most prestigious universities, and UMM, a private
university located in Malang, East Java. In 2025, ACICIS works with
eight Indonesian host universities across Java, in Jakarta, Bogor, Bandung,
Yogyakarta and Salatiga: Universitas Katolik Indonesia Atma Jaya (known
as Atma Jaya), Institut Pertanian Bogor (IPB University), Universitas Islam
Indonesia (Ull), Universitas Katolik Parahyangan (UNPAR), Universitas
Sanata Dharma (USD), Universitas Kristen Satya Wacana (UKSW),
Universitas Indonesia (UI) and UGM.

ACICIS program cohorts comprise students from member universities, in
addition to a smaller number of private students, who undertake a program
in Indonesia through an Indonesian host university. Each ACICIS program,
including short-term study tours, intensive language short courses and
practicum programs, is co-delivered by an Indonesian host university in a
defined location. For example, the long-running flagship Flexible Immersion
Program (FLIP) is hosted at UGM in Yogyakarta; the International
Relations Program (IRP) and West Java Field Study (WJES) are currently
hosted at UNPAR in Bandung; Indonesian Language Short Courses (ILSC)
are hosted by UKSW in Salatiga; and the suite of practicum programs are
hosted by Atma Jaya in Jakarta and USD in Yogyakarta.

Just as the number of member universities has ebbed and flowed over
the last 30 years, so too has ACICIS’ partnerships with host universities.
In the past, UMM played a pivotal role in conceiving the East Java Field
Study (EJES), which Jacqui Baker and Annie Pohlman focus on in their
contribution to this book; Znstitut Seni Indonesia (IS1) and Universitas Negeri
Yogyakarta (UNY) hosted semester-long immersion programs for students
in Yogyakarta; and Universitas Udayana in Bali hosted the Sustainable
Tourism Practicum Program.

ACICIS programs have positively impacted participants and staff, as
described throughout this volume, as well as ACICIS member and host
universities and their educators and leaders who have been engaged

with ACICIS. Since the inception of ACICIS, there has been increasing
internationalisation of higher education in both Australia and Indonesia.
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Involvement with ACICIS — in particular, by university staff engaged in
teaching and learning as well as in leadership and administration — has
resulted in changes to institutional policies and has also led to individual
staff adapting, incorporating and applying learnings in their own practice.

Institutional partnerships and collaborations enable ACICIS to offer a
diverse range of programs across various academic disciplines and durations,
including science and agriculture; fine arts and design; business and law;
international relations and development; health; and journalism and
communication as well as Indonesian language and custom programs for
both tertiary and secondary students. Some ACICIS programs are highly
innovative: the EJFS and WJES programs are one-of-a-kind research training
programs; ACICIS has also assisted in the design and delivery of leadership
programs for Year 9 school students from Victoria, Australia; and numerous
custom programs have been designed and delivered for member universities.

ACICIS programs — their design and delivery, their participants and
alumni, their partnerships and legacies — form the crux of contributions to
this volume. Individual contributors, as outlined below, tell their stories of
ACICIS and its beginnings, growth, innovation and impact. This includes
the way ACICIS has responded to a range of external factors from program-
halting security and safety issues, such as the first Bali bombings in October
2002 and COVID-19, to the establishment and implementation of the
NCP, which has effected a step change in the number of Australian university
students seeking study programs in Indonesia and across the Indo-Pacific.

Contributors

Contributors to this volume are a diverse range of Australian and
Indonesian-based academics, researchers and other individuals, including
ACICIS alumni based in Australia and abroad, as well as current and former
staff of ACICIS, of ACICIS host universities in Indonesia and of ACICIS
member universities in Australia. As editors, we have strived for a balance
of voices across the ACICIS community as well as ensuring a range of both
Australian and Indonesian perspectives and insights.

As is the way with ACICIS, there are also many areas of cross-over, and
our contributors wear multiple ACICIS ‘hats’, representing ACICIS in
various ways. As detailed in chapters by Jacqui Baker, Annie Pohlman and
Liam Prince, ACICIS has — particularly through its field study programs
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— generated a substantial number of Australia-based, Indonesia-focused
academics, researchers and educators. This is demonstrated by the numerous
contributors to this volume who are ACICIS alumni and have also taught
and researched about Indonesia in Australian universities and other
institutions in full-time, sessional and administrative roles, including Jacqui
Baker, Kirrilee Hughes, Elly Kent, Phillip King, Kate O’Shaughnessy, Annie
Pohlman and Elena Williams. These ACICIS alumni have encouraged their
own students to undertake ACICIS programs and are strong advocates of
ACICIS in academic circles.

Several contributors are current and former members of ACICIS’ governing
body, the ACICIS Reference Group.® This Group comprises ACICIS’
current Consortium and Resident Directors; academics, Indonesia specialists
and study abroad professionals who represent designated Australian states
and territories; as well as members by invitation. Current and former
ACICIS Reference Group members who have contributed to this volume
include Jacqui Baker, Dwi Noverini Djenar, Lesley Harbon, David Hill,
Kirrilee Hughes, Elly Kent, Phillip King, Annie Pohlman, Liam Prince,
David Reeve and Elena Williams.

This volume also captures the voices of ACICIS alumnae who are currently
working in professional roles not connected to academia. This includes
Mirandi Riwoe (ACICIS participant in 1997), Kate O’Shaughnessy (2000)
and Hillary Mansour (2018). Mirandi is an award-winning Australian
author; Kate is a former Australian diplomat and currently works for the
Department of Defence in Western Australia; and Hillary is an emerging
Australian diplomat.

Several contributors have worked, or currently work, for ACICIS at
senior levels, including ACICIS founder, David Hill; former ACICIS
Resident Directors Phillip King, David Reeve and Elena Williams; current
ACICIS Resident Director, Adrian Budiman; and current Consortium
Director, Liam Prince. The views of current and former program staff and
volunteers, in full-time and project-based roles, are also represented through
contributions from Nurfitra Asa, Elly Kent, Aldo Nugroho, Sinta Padmi
and Angela Romano.

3 See Appendix D.
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The perspectives of academic staff at ACICIS host universities in Indonesia
are represented through I Made Andi Arsana from UGM in Yogyakarta;
Sabarinah Prasetyo from Ul in Jakarta; Indraswari Ratih from UNPAR in
Bandung; and Agustian Sutrisno and Eko Widodo, both from Atma Jaya in
Jakarta. Two stalwarts of Indonesian languages and studies education from
Australian ACICIS member universities are also featured: Lesley Harbon
and Dwi Noverini Djenar, who is currently at the University of Sydney.

Finally, we are especially pleased to include the work of two contributors,
Kate Naidu and Elena Williams, who have completed doctoral theses
that included substantial fieldwork focused on ACICIS programs
and participants.

It is important we note that institution-based contributors have written as
individuals, rather than representatives of their universities. We were simply
not able to seek contributions from all 30+ past and present member and
host universities that are connected to ACICIS; to do so would have made

for a very different type of book.

While we have strived for a varied and interesting range of contributions
to illustrate the richness of ACICIS over the last three decades, the reality
is that any written representation is bound by practical constraints. This
volume, therefore, should be viewed as a range of snapshots of ACICIS and
its history, programs and impact, rather than a comprehensive account of all
that it represents.

Chapters and reflections

This book is organised into three sections: (1) the making of ACICIS,
(2) the growth of ACICIS and (3) the impact of ACICIS. These chart the
establishment of ACICIS in the early 1990s; program development, growth
and innovation from the early 2000s; and the legacy and impact of ACICIS
in various realms from public diplomacy to research training, intercultural
development, foreign language learning and career development.

This book features two types of contributions: substantive academic
chapters and shorter, more personalised ‘reflections’. Our rationale for this
approach was to ensure we could include a range of voices and perspectives
of those who have been close to ACICIS over the past 30 years and not
just contributions which conform to long-form academic writing. This has
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enabled us to include ACICIS alumni; former and current ACICIS staff
and volunteers; as well as staff of ACICIS host institutions in Indonesia.
These reflections provide colour and candour and, in our opinion, make
for a more rounded and richer view of ACICIS. We also note that not all
substantive academic chapters are of even length and depth. This reflects our
range of contributors and their experiences of ACICIS while also striving
for inclusivity and diversity of perspectives.

The first section — the making of ACICIS — opens with a reflection from
Mirandi Riwoe, an alumna who participated in one of ACICIS’ early
semester programs. Mirandi writes of her experiences growing up in an
Australian-Indonesian family in Brisbane in the 1970s, her memories as
an ACICIS student in Yogya and the ‘cherished details that continue to

serve’ her ‘imagination and writerly life’.

David Hill, prominent advocate for Indonesian language and cultural
studies in Australia, tells the story of ACICIS’ beginnings from his
perspective as ACICIS founder and long-serving inaugural Consortium
Director. He charts the challenges he faced at Murdoch University in the
early 1990s trying to get an outbound study abroad program to Indonesia
off the ground and describes the rationale for the consortium model,
which has since become ACICIS’ bedrock. Lesley Harbon reflects on her
connections to ACICIS over 30 years as an Indonesian language tertiary
educator, university administrator and ACICIS Reference Group member.
Her focus is ACICIS’ consortium model and the strength of ‘togetherness’.

Kirrilee Hughes places ACICIS’ establishment in the context of Australia’s
Asia literacy agenda, which emerged in the early 1970s and was being
strongly advocated for in government and education circles at the time
ACICIS was also being conceived. Her chapter also focuses on the role of
Indonesian language and cultural studies within Australia’s Asia literacy,
which is relevant to the conceptualisation and establishment of ACICIS
in the mid-1990s. Hillary Mansour, an ACICIS alumna who studied in-
country in 2018, reflects on the transformative experience that was her
ACICIS program, the lifelong friendships she forged and the ‘deeper, more

complex’ worldview she developed

This first section concludes with a chapter from Liam Prince, ACICIS’
current Consortium Director who is also an ACICIS alumnus. Liam writes
of his experience as a student of Indonesian and of ACICIS and celebrates
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ACICIS’ specific contributions to academia and diplomacy in Australia.
He also looks to the future to contemplate next steps and directions

for ACICIS.

The second section — the growth of ACICIS — begins with a chapter from
Phillip King, who was ACICIS Resident Director from 2005 to 2013.
He reflects on ACICIS’ second decade and the ways in which program
innovation became embedded into ACICIS’ organisational culture.
A salient point in Phillip’s chapter is that ACICIS expanded its program
portfolio to include new programs for students from non-language programs
and majors, demonstrating that ACICIS was not just focused on the
‘language’ component of Indonesia literacy but also on ‘Indonesian studies’.
This catalysed program innovation, participant growth and carried ACICIS
through a turbulent decade marked by a heightened in-country security
environment and Australian Government warnings advising against travel
to Indonesia.

This section features chapters from Angela Romano and Elly Kent, who have
both been involved in developing and delivering new practicum programs
for ACICIS. Angela assisted in designing and delivering the Journalism
Professional Practicum (JPP) in the early 2000s, ACICIS’ first foray into
non-semester and non-language programs. Elly’s chapter focuses on the
development and pilot delivery of the Creative Arts and Design Professional
Practicum (CADPP) some 15 years later in 2017. Both chapters demonstrate
the rigour of ACICIS’ professional practicums and the intensity of effort to
ensure high-quality industry placements for participants. They point to the
dynamism of ACICIS in responding to and shaping student demand and
establish ACICIS’ efforts to ensure programs are fit for purpose, rather than
rolling out a generic model across multiple industries with a single host
university and host location.

Reflections from ACICIS’ longest-serving staff member, Sinta Padmi, and
current Resident Director, Adrian Budiman, are also included in this section.
Sinta reflects on her various roles for ACICIS in Yogyakarta from 2007 to
2025, and Adrian focuses on the period from 2016 to 2025, in which he
was ACICIS’ first Deputy Resident Director and then Resident Director.

This section also includes reflections from Indonesian academics who work
across ACICIS’ host universities in Indonesia. Eko Widodo, from Atma
Jaya in Jakarta, provides a host university perspective of ACICIS’ program
innovation and development in relation to the JPP. Sabarinah Prasetyo
of Ul writes about her involvement in the development of the Public Health
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Study Tour (PHST) which, at two weeks, is one of ACICIS’ shortest yet
most popular programs. I Made Andi Arsana, who led UGM’s Office of
International Affairs from 2014 to 2023, reflects on UGM’s and ACICIS’
shared role in facilitating international students to study at UGM in
Yogyakarta and at other host universities across Indonesia. Ratih Indraswari
writes about her personal experiences of teaching international relations to
ACICIS students at UNPAR in Bandung and how the experience of ACICIS
— of bringing together Australian and Indonesian students in a classroom —
leads to students re-evaluating their views of each other’s country through
the lens of mutual understanding.

The third section — the impact of ACICIS — focuses on the legacy of ACICIS,
from its impact on Australia—Indonesia bilateral relations and public
diplomacy to institutional partnerships; teaching, learning and research
practice; and individual development.

This section opens with a chapter from Jacqui Baker and Annie Pohlman,
both ACICIS alumnae, who focus on ACICIS’ field study programs in
East and West Java. These programs were designed to train field researchers
with a learning-by-doing approach that focused on ethnographic, people-
focused fieldwork. Their chapter examines how opportunities presented
through these programs shaped the research trajectories of ‘third generation
Indonesianists’, whose tertiary studies began at roughly the same time as
the demise of Indonesia’s New Order in the late 1990s through to the
mid-2010s.

Agustian Sutrisno’s chapter offers an Indonesian perspective of Australia—
Indonesia university partnerships. He maps their future prospects in
light of the Indonesia—Australia Comprehensive Economic Partnership
(IA-CEPA) and the evolving dynamics of bilateral ties in the context of
higher education. Kate Naidu, a former secondary school Indonesian
language teacher and current university educator, turns our attention to
the impact of ACICIS programs in relation to intercultural development.
In her chapter she analyses the experiences of Australian students taking
part in ACICIS programs, exploring the multiple pedagogic dimensions
of the experience — both formal and informal — that have the potential to
contribute to intercultural development.

Elena Williams, ACICIS alumna, former ACICIS Resident Director and
current Reference Group member, focuses on the NCP, a signature public
diplomacy program for undergraduate students funded by the Australian
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Government. Since 2014, this initiative has been a primary driver for
Australian student uptake of mobility experiences in Indonesia. Elena’s
chapter examines the influence of the NCP on Australia—Indonesia bilateral
relations between 2014 and 2019 and ACICIS’ role in the implementation
of the NCP in Indonesia.

This section also features personal reflections from Nurfitra Asa (Asa), a former
ACICIS staff member; Kate O’Shaughnessy, an ACICIS alumna from 2000;
Dwi Noverini (Novi) Djenar, an Indonesian language studies lecturer at
the University of Sydney, a long-standing ACICIS member university; and
Aldo Nugroho, an ACICIS volunteer student ‘buddy’. Asa reflects on the
ways in which his time with ACICIS served as a launch pad for his career in
international development and education. Kate writes from her perspective
as a ‘monolingual, middle-class country kid” who grew up in Kalgoorlie,
Western Australia, participated in an ACICIS program and subsequently
forged a career within Australia’s foreign service. Novi provides a thoughtful
reflection on language learning within ACICIS programs and raises important
points as to how this could be enhanced for students across ACICIS’ diverse
program suite. This volume closes with Aldo Nugroho’s unique perspective
as a volunteer for ACICIS programs in Yogyakarta and his efforts to connect
with ACICIS students outside classrooms and in the community.

Conclusion

This book is about the beginnings of ACICIS and the processes that
took it from being a tiny, often-battered and tottering organisation into
something much more established, yet still vulnerable, some 30 years later.
The organisational story is one key theme, but as a venture that sends
students to live in Indonesian communities, study on Indonesian campuses
and encounter Indonesian workplaces, other more humanistic themes also
emerge, particularly in relation to student and host experiences.

A common thread across these stories is ACICIS’ focus on experiential
learning, which has the potential to transform lives and relationships.
Obvious beneficiaries are the students who participate in ACICIS
programs; however, as this volume demonstrates, this also extends to staff
— of ACICIS, of ACICIS’ host universities in Indonesia and of ACICIS
member universities outside Indonesia — and host communities across
Indonesia. These are the many human faces of ACICIS, and this volume
presents their voices.



This text is taken from Experiencing Indonesia: 30 years of ACICIS,
edited by Kirrilee Hughes, Kate Naidu and David Reeve, published 2026
by ANU Press, The Australian National University, Canberra, Australia.





