Prologue

Jolie Liston and Geoffrey Clark

This edited volume pays homage to Rosalind ‘Roz’ L. Hunter-Anderson and Darlene R. Moore, two

pioneering women of modern archaeological practice in the Mariana Islands of Western Micronesia
(Figure P.1).

Figure P.1. Map of the Mariana Islands of Western Micronesia.
Source: Kleinfelder, Inc.
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Figure P.2. Darlene Moore and Roz Hunter-
Anderson on Gudhan in 1991, 1999 and 2024.

Source: Photos courtesy of Darlene Moore, Rich Olmo
and Jacy Miller.

The CHamoru words ‘tiningo’ ginen i sinedda’-
fitha put i manméfo'na refer to gaining
understandings of past human culture, reflecting
Roz and Darlene’s contribution to cultural
resource managementandarchaeological research
over more than four decades. The women were
pivotal in shaping and directing our knowledge
of pre-Contact era CHamoru lifeways and to
preserving and promoting the past for future
generations (Figure P.2).

To acknowledge the achievements and
contributions of these women, this book
highlights their backstory as well as bringing
together oral historians, preservation specialists
and archaeologists from across the Marianas,
Australia, the US and Spain to share their
own insights into Marianas anthropological
developments in work that is influenced and
inspired by these two women.

The wide-ranging set of papers in this volume
showcases the breadth and diversity of Roz and
Darlene’s areas of interest by addressing issues
relating to colonisation, ancient DNA, traditional
pottery, historical ecology, foodways, osteology,
rock art, settlement patterns, colonialism and
cultural resource management. In keeping with
their legacy of community engagement, the
book also addresses approaches to engage and
empower the Marianas Indigenous community
in the preservation of their heritage and the
furthering of archaeological understanding
of the Mariana Islands.

Archaeological evidence indicates the Mariana
Islands (Tano' Laguas yan Géni) were settled
by circa 1500 BCE by people originating in
Southeast Island Asia (Liu et al. 2022). At the
most basic level, the islands’ pre-Contact Era has
long been divided into two periods: Pre-Latte
(c. 1500 BCE-850 CE) and Latte (850 CE-
Western colonisation in 1521) (Spoehr 1957).
Employing a radiocarbon-dated chronology
anchored by a pre-Contact ceramic sequence
pioneered by Moore (1983, 2002; Moore and
Hunter-Anderson 1999), Darlene and Roz refined
the Pre-Latte Period sequence and incorporated
the use of CHamoru-language phase names
(Hunter-Anderson and Moore 2001) (Table P.1).



Table P.1. Marianas chronology with CHamoru terms.
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Defined by Defined by Hunter- Years before | CHamoru terms English meaning
Spoehr 1957 | Anderson & Moore 2001 | present (BP)
Pre-Latte Early Unai 3500-3000 | Manhéalomii The ocean voyagers came
Middle Unai 3000-2500 | Mantatasi and went.
Late Unai 2500-1600 Managa i The ocean voyagers stayed and
Mantatasi established their homeland.
Huyong 1600-1000 Manhéattalom They settled further inland.
Latte Latte 1000-500 Manmanhatsa They became latte builders.
Latte

Source: Joanne Eakin.

The lengthy shift from marine foraging and trading to a cultural system embedded in fishing-farming
is labelled the Unai Period (c. 1500 BCE-400 CE). The Early, Middle and Late Unai Phases span
the time when land use patterns emphasised coastal living. The Huyong Period (c. 400-850 CE)
is marked by an expanding settlement pattern to include interior habitats under conditions of low

population density.

During the Latte Period (850—-1521 CE), clustered residential sites were located near freshwater
sources, and diverse site types and habitats were occupied throughout the archipelago. Residences are
largely identified by latte, paired stone post-and-capstone two-row configurations used as structural
support posts. Other innovations include large stone mortars, possibly related to dryland rice
cultivation, a pre-Contact practice unique to the Mariana Islands and identified in the archaeological
record by Darlene and Roz (Hunter-Anderson et al. 1995).

After coming to Guam with her family in 1976,
Darlene earned her BA in anthropology in 1979
followed by her MA in 1984 from the University
of Guam, studying under Hiro Kurashina and
Marvel Montvel-Cohen. It was through her MA
workat the Tarague embaymentin north-western
Guihan that she established the Marianas
pottery sequence (Moore 1983) (Figure P.3). She
continued to expand and modify on how the
pottery industry changed over time, examining
the role pots played in the past throughout
her life, with her body of work serving as the
foundation for all current and future Marianas
pottery investigations. Darlene was also curious
about the harvesting and planting of native
and introduced plants in the Mariana Islands
(Moore 2005, 2015) and was invested in the
collection of ethnographic information, such as
the study of Spanish-introduced beehive ovens
(hotno) with oral historian Rlene Santos Steffy
(Moore and Steffy 2008). Darlene served on
the board of the Guam Preservation Trust from
2006 through 2012, where she served as Vice
Chair from 2010 through 2011.

Figure P.3. Darlene Moore at Tarague
embayment, Guahan, 1981.

Source: Photo courtesy of Darlene Moore.
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With a new PhD from the University of New Mexico, Rosalind Hunter-Anderson came to
Micronesia in 1980 to examine traditional Yapese settlement patterns from an ethnoarchaeological
perspective (Hunter-Anderson 1985). This field experience led to an enduring interest in the pre-
Contact history and ethnology of the region. At the University of Guam, Hunter-Anderson pursued
field studies on freshwater management practices which involved interviews with i mandmko’
(elders) (Hunter-Anderson 1987). She organised the first Micronesian Archaeology Conference in
1987 (Hunter-Anderson 1990). Under a National Science Foundation fellowship at University of
California at Irvine in 1989, she completed an archival study of traditional Micronesian farming
systems (Hunter-Anderson 1991).

In 1987, Moore established Micronesian Archacological Research Services (MARS), a sole
proprietor consulting company, to conduct historic preservation compliance archaeology in the
Mariana Islands. In 1992, Roz, along with Judith R. Amesbury and Eleanor Wells, joined Darlene
to convert MARS into the non-profit corporation, MARS, Inc. Together the women conducted
over 150 archaeological field projects, both contract archaeology and research investigations, mostly
in the Marianas but also in Palau’s Southwest Islands and Yap into the early 2020s. The Maga’lahi
Award for the Arts was presented to Roz by the Governor of Guam in 2000 and awarded to Darlene
posthumously in 2024.

Hunter-Anderson and husband, Yigal Zan, moved to New Mexico in 2006, where she remains active
in research and continues to present her work at professional meetings and in scholarly journals
and documentary videos. Darlene passed away on 22 June 2024 at the age of 86. Determined to
die with her boots on, she continued to conduct fieldwork until the ripe age of 84 (Figure P4).
The Darlene R. Moore Scholarship to support University of Guam Anthropology/Archaeology

majors was established in her honour.

Darlene and Roz were and continue to be
mentors to many young female archaeologists
in the Marianas; supporting, encouraging and
believing in each as they navigate the male-
dominated archaeology in the Pacific. Their
dedication, enthusiasm and passion for even the
minute details of archaeological investigations
has inspired many young archaeologists to
continue in their footsteps. They generously
shared their deep knowledge of the archipelago
with countless researchers at the many dinners
they organised at the Marianas Trench or Sunday
brunches held whenever archaeologists arrived
on Guam for new projects.

This volume celebrates over 40 years of Roz
and Darlene’s significant and wide-ranging
contribution to archaeological theory and
practice in the Mariana Islands. Their substantive
Figure P.4. Darlene Moore in an archaeological ~ body of work is introduced in the context of a
trench in Hagatna, Guahan, 2017. continuation of the journey of exploration of the
Source: Photo by Jolie Liston. past based on their foundational contributions.
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