2 CONTRIBUTORS

Mengzhu AN received her PhD in Anthropology from the Chinese University of Hong Kong. Her research
examines the early intervention industry, the moral politics of disability care, the neurodiversity move-
ment, and the ‘psycho-boom’ in China. She is passionate about public anthropology and anthropological
pedagogy. Her work has appeared in China Perspectives, Medical Anthropology, Feminist Anthropology, and
Teaching Anthropology. Her current project focuses on social robots and emotional Al in autism therapies.

Tianyi BAI (they/them/tq) is a PhD candidate in Sociocultural Anthropology at Boston University, USA.
They are interested in transgender and queer studies, with a particular focus on Chinese trans/queer
lifeways. Their current dissertation project bridges ethnography and trans/queer theories through the
lens of time, looking into how different temporal frameworks scaffold material realities of belonging.

Mengyuan CHEN is the founder and director of A Perch for the Thornbirds (#] & 4% & 3), a mental health
initiative. Trained in social work at both the undergraduate and the master’s levels, she has been engaged
in grassroots mental health activism across China since 2015, working through community spaces, arts-
based projects, and participatory approaches. Her research interests include political depression, mad
studies, and art-based approaches to healing.

Yun CHEN is a curator and researcher based in Shanghai. She studied journalism at Fudan University and
earned an MA in Communication from the Chinese University of Hong Kong. Between 2007 and 2009,
she worked at contemporary art institutions in Shanghai and Beijing before moving into independent,
cross-disciplinary art projects. Since 2010, she has been affiliated with West Heavens, a cross-cultural
exchange program between India and China, for which she works as a researcher and project manager.
In this role, she has curated talks, performances, workshops, and social events. She was also a member
of the curatorial team of the Eleventh Shanghai Biennale (2016-17), for which she co-curated 51 Personae.

Henry CHENG is a PhD candidate in the Department of History at Cornell University, USA, and a social
historian in training. His research focuses on Maoism as a transnational political language, with particu-
lar attention to youth politicisation, diaspora, and the global afterlives of Chinese revolutionary discourse
across China, Asian America, and the Himalayan region.

Joyce CHENG is a journalist and education-focused academic in the School of Culture and Communication
at the University of Melbourne. She teaches undergraduate and master’s-level courses in journalism and
media in the Media and Communication Program. Her reporting can be found on TV, radio, websites,
and digital platforms of the Australian Broadcasting Corporation (ABC) and SBS Australia. She has also
worked as a print writer and translator with publishers based in Beijing and Taipei.
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Yangyang Cheng is an award-winning writer and interdisciplinary scholar, whose research focuses on
the history of science in China and US-China relations. She is a Senior Fellow at Asia Society’s Center
on US-China Relations. Her essays have appeared in The New York Times, The Guardian, The Nation, MIT
Technology Review, and WIRED, and have received several honours from the Society of Publishers in Asia,
the Asian American Journalists Association, and the Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists. She is a co-host,
writer, and producer of the narrative podcast series Dissident at the Doorstep, from Crooked Media. Born
and raised in China and trained as a particle physicist, Cheng received her PhD in physics from the
University of Chicago and worked on the Large Hadron Collider for more than a decade. From 2021 to
2026, she was a Research Scholar in Law and Fellow at Yale Law School’s Paul Tsai China Center.

Liang GE (they/them) is a Lecturer in Sociology at the University of Manchester, UK, where they are a mem-
ber of the Morgan Centre for Research into Everyday Life. Liang’s work lies at the intersection of digital
media and technologies, digital methods, gender, sexuality, youth, and East and Southeast Asian popular
cultures and creative industries. Their research appears in journals including Information, Communication
& Society, New Media & Society, Media, Culture & Society, European Journal of Cultural Studies, International
Journal of Cultural Studies, and Feminist Theory, among others.

Jordyn HAIME is a freelance journalist who has been studying and writing about how China and Taiwan
view ‘the Jews’ since 2020.

Daniel HERSZBERG is a lawyer and social scientist specialising in the relationship between law and polit-
ical culture. He is currently reading for the DPhil in Socio-Legal Studies at the Faculty of Law, University
of Oxford, UK. Daniel holds degrees from the University of Cambridge, City University of Hong Kong, and
Monash University, and is admitted to practice law in Hong Kong and New York. Beyond his research, he
advises media and government stakeholders on China’s global footprint, foreign policy, and cultural power.

Hsuan-Ying HUANG is a medical anthropologist with training in psychiatry. He is an Associate Professor
in the Department of Medical Humanities and Education and the Institute of Public Health at National
Yang Ming Chiao Tung University in Taiwan. His research has examined the transformation of psychic
life and mental healthcare in urban China through a range of emerging phenomena, including the post-
Wenchuan earthquake psychotherapy boom, the rise of digital mental health amid the startup frenzy,
and, more recently, the increasingly fraught emotional landscape of youth.

Hairuo JIN is an anthropologist and postdoctoral researcher for the European Research Council project
FinancialLives at the Faculty of Sociology at Bielefeld University, Germany. She received her PhD from
the University of Cambridge. Her doctoral research focused on amateur retail investors in the Chinese
stock market.

Ng Sum LEUNG is a DPhil candidate at the Faculty of Asian and Middle Eastern Studies at the University
of Oxford, UK. Leung’s research analyses contemporary Hong Kong literature, examining shifting urban
imaginaries, locality, and dialogues with other Sinophone and diasporic Anglophone regions, with par-
ticular attention to posthumanism, gender, the affective turn, and illness. Leung is also an emerging
poetry translator of Sinophone literature.
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LI Jia is a researcher based in Japan. She has been conducting anthropological studies of visual cultures
in urban China. Her doctoral dissertation, entitled ‘Creating on the Margins: Art, Ethics and Socialist
Legacies in Contemporary China’, examines the making of social and ethical imaginations in Chinese
contemporary art.

Yadong LI is a PhD candidate in Socio-Cultural Anthropology at Tulane University, USA. He is interested
in environmental issues, development programs and their implications, and senses of hope in China
and across East Asia. His research lies at the intersection of ecological anthropology, the anthropology
of development, and critical infrastructure studies.

Jian LIN is an Assistant Professor in the School of Journalism and Communication at the Chinese University
of Hong Kong. He researches and writes about the platform economy, media industries, and digital culture.

Chong LIU is a visiting academic at the Department of Sociology, University of Durham, UK. She is a
sociologist whose research examines the intersections of the education system, class and gender stratifi-
cation, and sexuality education in contemporary China. She completed her PhD in Sociology and Social
Policy at the University of Leeds, where her thesis explored how class and gender shape young people’s
understandings of sexuality and relationships within China’s stratified school system.

Yimei LIU is a PhD candidate at the University of Queensland specialising in the history of African migra-
tion to China. Her research focuses on the individual experiences of Africans in China and how their
everyday life history interacts with the broader histories of migration, race, and international relations.
Yimei seeks to bring visibility to ordinary people’s experiences in China’s modern history and contribute
to a more detailed understanding of Sino-African relations.

Haoju LU is a PhD student in Sociology at the Graduate Center, City University of New York. Her current
research focuses on labour, migration, social movements, and global capitalism. She is also an activist
and labour organiser.

David TSOI is a doctoral candidate in the School of Geography and the Environment at the University of
Oxford, UK. His writing addresses migration, housing, gender, and sexuality through an ethnographic
lens. His research has appeared in China Perspectives, Men and Masculinities, and Sexualities, while his
public-facing scholarship has been featured in the COMPAS Blog and Anthropology News.

Wilfred Yang WANG is a Senior Lecturer in Media and Communications Studies at the University of
Melbourne. His work is situated at the intersection of datafication, ageing, and global migrations.
Committed to bridging research and practice, Wilfred has worked on projects that turn academic insights
into actionable strategies to build community resilience in the digital era, particularly among older Asian
migrants and international students.
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Di WU holds a PhD from the University of Melbourne. His research focuses on social governance and
community development in China.

Bin XU is a Professor at Emory University in Atlanta, USA. His research interests are at the intersection
of social theory, cultural sociology, and political sociology. He is the author of The Culture of Democracy:
A Sociological Approach to Civil Society (Polity, 2022), Chairman Mao’s Children: Generation and the Politics
of Memory in China (Cambridge University Press, 2021), The Politics of Compassion: The Sichuan Earthquake
and Civic Engagement in China (Stanford University Press, 2017), and many articles in leading journals
in sociology and China Studies. He is the incoming Co-Editor (2027-29) of Sociological Theory, an official
journal of the American Sociological Association.

Faye Linfei XU is a PhD candidate in Media Studies at the University of Amsterdam. Her current research,
part of the project ‘RESCUE: Resilient Cultures—Music, Art, and Cinema in Mainland China and Hong
Kong’ (ERC Advanced Grant, Project no. 101097553), focuses on grassroots socially engaged art practices
in mainland China and Hong Kong, examining their strategies and politics of resilience in ever-chang-
ing political and technological contexts. Alongside her research, she works with artists and activists to
explore how scholarship can be practised as a form of care and solidarity.

Tori Shucheng YANG is an incoming Postdoctoral Fellow in the Department of Sociology at the London
School of Economics and Political Science. Her research interests include migration, gender, sexuality,
and social theory. Tori is the manuscript editor for positions press, the co-organiser of seminars at the
United Proud Womxn, and good friend of Yuxin.

Yuxin YANG is a student of Professor Tani Barlow, digital archivist at positions press, United Proud Womxn
seminar teaching assistant, and good friend of Tori.

Jingzhe ZHANG is a community organiser, martial artist, and movement practitioner based in Amsterdam.
They are primarily interested in embodied practices and infrastructure building for deep unlearning,
radical pedagogy, healing justice, and cross-diasporic de-imperial alliances. They are currently un/doing
an MA in Media, Art, and Performance Studies at Utrecht University.

Zoe ZHAO is an Assistant Professor of Sociology at the University of California, Santa Cruz, and a scholar
and ‘artivist’ of technology, labour, media, and social movements in global contexts. Their art practice lever-
ages games and play to reimagine forms of commoning and to queer care infrastructures. Their current
book project, titled ‘Strategic Play’, examines videogame service work in China and the Sinophone world.

Mujun ZHOU is an Associate Professor of sociology at Zhejiang University. In the past decade, her research
has focused on political culture and social change, with particular attention to civil society, the public
sphere, and social movements in China. Her work has appeared in journals such as Politics & Society,
Social Science History, and China Quarterly. She is now turning to a new project on the culture and com-
munity of hip-hop dance in China, examining the country as a distinctive case in the global diffusion of
African diasporic aesthetics.
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