
IN THE WOODS
Living with Political Depression

VOLUME 11, ISSUE 1, JAN–JUN 2026



This project has been produced with financial assistance from the Centre 
for East and South-East Asian Studies, Lund University, and the Global 
Knowledge Initiative. The views expressed are those of the individual 
authors and do not represent those of the funders of the journal or the 
instutions to which the authors are affiliated.

Global
Knowledge
Initiative 



Made in China Journal is an initiative of the Global China Lab APS, published by ANU Press
The Australian National University
Canberra ACT 2600, Australia
Email: anupress@anu.edu.au
This title is available online at press.anu.edu.au

ISSN2652-6352 (print) 
ISSN 2206-9119 (online)

All issues are published under Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivatives 4.0 International  
(CC BY-NC-ND 4.0).

The full licence terms are available at  
creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/legalcode

This edition © 2026 ANU Press

EDITORS IN CHIEF:
Ivan Franceschini and Nicholas Loubere

AIMS AND SCOPE:
The Made in China Journal (MIC) is an Open Access biannual publication dedicated to all facets of politics and 
society in mainland China and the Sinophone world at large. MIC rests on two pillars: the conviction that today 
more than ever it is necessary to bridge the gap between the scholarly community and the general public, and 
the related belief that open access is necessary to ethically reappropriate academic research from commercial 
publishers who restrict the free circulation of ideas.

INFORMATION FOR CONTRIBUTORS:
Authors are invited to submit articles, notes, or review essays, but are encouraged to discuss their ideas 
with the editors beforehand. All manuscripts are subject to a refereeing process. Manuscripts and editorial 
correspondence should be emailed to: editors@madeinchinajournal.com.

INFORMATION FOR READERS:
The Made in China Journal is published by ANU Press twice a year. It is freely available online via 
press.anu.edu.au and madeinchinajournal.com. 

NOTE ON VISUAL MATERIAL:
All images in this publication have been fully accredited. As this is a non-commercial publication, certain images 
have been used under a Creative Commons licence. These images have been sourced from Flickr, Wikipedia 
Commons, and the copyright owner of each original picture is acknowledged and indicated in the source 
information.

https://press.anu.edu.au/
http://madeinchinajournal.com


10 Years of MIC

The Made in China Journal is 
committed to open access. Every issue 
published since 2016 is freely available 

for download in PDF format. 

Visit  
www.madeinchinajournal.com  
to explore the full archive.



VOLUME 11, ISSUE #1
JAN–JUN 2026

CHIEF EDITORS
Ivan FRANCESCHINI, Nicholas LOUBERE

GUEST EDITORS
Ling TANG, Yihuan ZHANG

ASSOCIATE EDITOR
Arthur KAUFMAN

EDITORIAL BOARD
Darren BYLER, Yangyang CHENG, Andrea Enrico 
PIA, Holly SNAPE, Christian SORACE, Shui-yin 
Sharon YAM, Chenchen ZHANG

COPY-EDITING
Jan BORRIE

TYPESETTING
Tommaso FACCHIN

COVER ARTWORK
Stefania SBRIGHI

TABLE OF CONTENTS

EDITORIAL  P. 8

LIVING WITH POLITICAL DEPRESSION   P. 9

OP-EDS  P. 13

IS IT POSSIBLE TO BE AN INDEPENDENT SCHOLAR IN CHINA TODAY?  P. 15
Mengzhu AN 

TEN YEARS AFTER THE CHARITY LAW: WHITHER CHINESE NGOS?  P. 24
Di WU 

CHINA COLUMNS  P. 33

BEYOND ZOUXIAN:THE MAKING OF CHINESE ASYLUM-SEEKING WORKERS IN THE US PLATFORM 
ECONOMY  P. 34
Zoe ZHAO, Haoju LU



FROM REVIVAL TO ERASURE: EBBS AND FLOWS OF JUDAISM IN KAIFENG  P. 42
Jordyn HAIME

PEDAGOGY OF ABSENCE: SEXUALITY EDUCATION AND SOCIAL INEQUALITY IN CHINA  P. 52
Chong LIU

RETHINKING COMRADE AND FOREIGNER: JOAN HINTON AND THE BOUNDARIES OF BELONGING IN 
MAOIST CHINA  P. 60
Henry CHENG

THE PACIFIC AS A MIRROR   P. 69
Yangyang CHENG 

FOCUS  P. 81

POLITICAL DEPRESSION AND THE AFTERLIVES OF NEURASTHENIA   P. 83
Hsuan-Ying HUANG 

TRACING THE UNFINISHED: HUMAN–PLANT ENCOUNTERS AND THEIR ECHOES IN CHINA’S 
INTERIOR FRONTIER  P. 91
Yadong LI

POLITICAL DEPRESSION AND CHINA’S FOREIGN STUDENT PROGRAMS, 1950–1966    P. 99
Yimei LIU 

THE UGLY BEAUTY OF BOYS’ LOVE IN THE RUINS: EXTRACTION, BETRAYAL, AND EVERYDAY POLITICAL 
DEPRESSION IN THE HAITANG INCIDENTS   P. 109
Liang GE 

THE DECLINE OF PITY PARTY: LESSONS FROM GRASSROOTS MENTAL HEALTH ACTIVISM IN 
CHINA  P. 117
Mengyuan CHEN 

NO-ONE SIGNED UP: FATIGUE, FAILURE, AND FRAGILE OPTIMISM IN CHINESE TRANS 
ADVOCACY   P. 125
Tianyi BAI 

FROM POLITICAL DEPRESSION TO CREATIVE PRAXIS: MODES OF DIASPORIC  
QUEER WORLD-MAKING   P. 132
Tori Shucheng YANG, Yuxin YANG 

ASPIRATION, IMAGINATION, AND PRAXIS: ARTISTS RECONSTRUCTING THE LEFTIST  
POLITICAL IMAGINARY  P. 141
LI Jia



NAVIGATING HOPE AND EXHAUSTION THROUGH THE ART OF PUBLISHING: A CONVERSATION WITH 
YUN CHEN FROM 51 PERSONAE 	 146
Yun CHEN, Faye Linfei XU, Jingzhe ZHANG

REPETITIVE CYCLES: INTERGENERATIONAL PERSPECTIVES ON HISTORICAL STOCK MARKET FAILURES 
IN CHINA   P. 154
Hairuo JIN 

CUSTODIANSHIP IN A TIME OF A POLITICAL DEPRESSION: SOFT RESISTANCE, RETENTION, AND 
COMMEMORATION IN POST-NSL HONG KONG   P. 160
Daniel HERSZBERG 

TEMPORAL FUGITIVES AND ANITA MUI: CULTURAL MEMORY AMID POLITICAL RUPTURE   P. 167
David Kwok Kwan TSOI 

AFFECTIVE ENCODING: COPING WITH POLITICAL DEPRESSION THROUGH URBAN WALL WRITING IN 
POST-2020 HONG KONG   P. 175
Ng Sum LEUNG 

CONVERSATIONS  P. 187

THE DEATH AND LIFE OF CHINESE CIVIL SOCIETY: A CONVERSATION WITH MUJUN ZHOU	 188
Bin XU, Mujun ZHOU

CHINESE PLATFORMS: A CONVERSATION WITH WILFRED WANG AND JIAN LIN	 194
Joyce CHENG, Wilfred Yang WANG, and Jian LIN

CONTRIBUTORS  P. 200

BIBLIOGRAPHY  P. 204




