
SHARPENING THE 
SWORD OF STATE

BUILDING EXECUTIVE CAPACITIES IN THE 
PUBLIC SERVICES OF THE ASIA-PACIFIC





SHARPENING THE 
SWORD OF STATE

BUILDING EXECUTIVE CAPACITIES IN THE 
PUBLIC SERVICES OF THE ASIA-PACIFIC

Edited by Andrew Podger and John Wanna



  

Published by ANU Press 
The Australian National University 
Acton ACT 2601, Australia 
Email: anupress@anu.edu.au 
This title is also available online at press.anu.edu.au

National Library of Australia Cataloguing-in-Publication entry 

Title:	 Sharpening the sword of state : building executive
	 capacities in the public services of
	 the Asia-Pacific / editors: Andrew
	 Podger, John Wanna.

ISBN:	 9781760460723 (paperback) 9781760460730 (ebook)

Series:	 ANZSOG series.

Subjects:	 Public officers--Training of--Pacific Area.
	 Civil service--Pacific Area--Personnel management.
	 Public administration--Pacific Area.
	 Pacific Area--Officials and employees.
	 Pacific Area--Politics and government.

Other Creators/Contributors:
	 Podger, A. S. (Andrew Stuart), editor.
	 Wanna, John, editor.

Dewey Number:	 352.669

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a 
retrieval system or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, 
photocopying or otherwise, without the prior permission of the publisher.

Cover design and layout by ANU Press. Cover photograph adapted from: ‘staples’ by 
jar [], flic.kr/p/97PjUh.

This edition © 2016 ANU Press



Contents

Figures. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . vii
Tables. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . ix
Abbreviations. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . xi
Contributors. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . xvii
1.	 Public sector executive development in the Asia‑Pacific:  

Different contexts but similar challenges. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1
Andrew Podger

2.	 Developing leadership and building executive capacity in the 
Australian public services for better governance. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  19
Peter Allen and John Wanna

3.	 Civil service executive development in China: An overview. .  .  .  .  49
Yijia Jing

4.	 Building capacity: A framework for managing learning and 
development in the Hong Kong Police Force . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  67
Hon S. Chan and Joseph Wong Wing-ping

5.	 Building executive capacity in the Japanese Civil Service. .  .  .  .  .  97
Hiroko Kudo

6.	 Innovating training and development in government:  
The case of South Korea . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  125
Pan Suk Kim

7.	 Civil service training in the Macau Government. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  141
Pauline Lai Pou San

8.	 Building executive capacity in the public service for better 
governance: The Philippine Civil Service. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  151
Alex B. Brillantes Jr and Maricel T. Fernandez-Carag

9.	 Milestone programs for the administrative service  
in the Singapore Public Service . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  181
James Low

10.	 Senior civil service training in Taiwan: Current concerns  
and future challenges. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  213
Su Tsai-Tsu and Liu Kun-I


