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THE JAPANESE IN THE AUSTRALIAN
PEARLING INDUSTRY

by

D. C. 5. SISSONS*

‘The diver and the indusiry thal grew up around him were
important elements in the econemy of tropical Australia from the e
15605 (when the commercial expleitation of pearl-shell in Australian
watcrs commenced) until the early 19605 when the plastic button
finally custed it from the markel. Taking mother-of-pearl, trochus,
and irepang as a singic wndusiry, the value of its production in
Australia in any ycar from the 18905 onwards was rarely lower than
£250 M0 and sometimes exceeded £500 (NN The industy was an
exception o the White Australia policy. Theouvghout its entire life it
depended on coloured immigrants for both its skilled and unskiled
iabour. After the enactment of the Msmigrarior Restriction Acf* in
1201 these could be introduced in limiled numbers by pearlers who
were preparcd 1o enter inle 2 substantial bond with the Com-
monwealth Government, which was forfeited if the indenturcd man
absconded.

Japanese began to appear among the luggers” crews in the late
1870s, From early in 1593 they were the largest national group
employed in the industry ut Thursday Island * in 1908 they achieved
the same predominance al Broome. In 1913 when the indusiry
reached its peak, there were 1166 Japunese “indents’ a1 Broome and
574 a1 Thursday lsland® When the war broke owt in 1941 1he
Auwstralian pearling industry had about SO0 indentured Japaneses in
its emmpliymenl

Thursday Lsland, 13594
{Reproduced from Watanabe)

So fur ax is known, the first Japaness to be employed in the
Australian pearling industry was MNonami Kojire of Hirose in
Shimane prefeciure.

In 1866 the Japanese Government had lifted the adict that, on
pain of death, forbade Japanese subjects to depart from Lheir nalive
land. A proclamation of 23 May of that year authonised the issue of
passporls to citizens wishing to go overseas for the purpose of study
or commerce,* The scope of this exemption was broadened a month
tater when the Treaty Powers secured the right for their merchant
vessels [0 sign on Japanese as crew at any of the Japanese Trealy

Poris.” British caplains made extensive use of this privilege.
Somctimes they dig so unscrupulausly and took advantage of the
Japanese recrails’ ignorance of the English language (o bin therm 1o
very unfavourable conditions, It was after scveral cases had come
belore the Melbourne police courls jn which Japanese seamcs,
engaged as a result of such sublerfuges. instiluted criminal provoed-
ings against their caplains (or various acts of ill-reatment?, that the
lapanese Government on 4 November 1879 appeinied un Honorary
Consul. Alexander Marks in that city.? This was onc of Lhe earliest
Iapangse consulales in the British Empire, preceded omly by Hong
Kong (1873), London {1876), and Singapare (April 1§79).°¢

Nonami joincd & British merchantman at Yokohama in this
fashion and after a couple of years on the world's sea lanes took his
discharge at Sydney, There in 1876, aged about 25, he signed on as 4
crewman on a Torres Sirait peacling Togger. ' [t was just at this time
that the first buildings were being erected at Thursday 1sland in
preparation for 1he transler of the port facilivies and administrative
ventre from Somerset at the Gp of Cape York Perunsula the following
YUAr.

Initially, pearling in Australian waters had been carried owt
without the aid of the diving suil, using small boals manned
predominantly by South Sea islanders. Depths of up Lo seven or cight
Tathoms could be worked by this method. In about (874 diving suits
were inlroduced o Torres Straic** This greatly enlarged the pearling
area and called for larger boats that could remain av sea,
independently. for longer periods. For the crews of these off-shore
vessels Malays and Filipinos camc to be preferred. As regards the
divers, initially ondy Caucaskans donned the suits; but they soon
trained Pacific Dlanders from such places as Rotumah and the
Loyalty Islands. By the lime of Monami's arrival several Malays and
Fihpinos were alsp being emplayed in this role.

Monami was ambitipws and hard-working, He leamt o dive
from a Malay and soon achieved a high reputation as a diver. Dusing
the nesl few years scveral other Japanese sailors arrived in similar
citccumslances and somc of these became divers. These men
performed so well—both as crew and as divers  that the pearlers
began to recruit Japanese averseas, First, they appear 1o have tapped
the supply of discharped Japanese searmen in Hong Kong, The apents
of Burns Philp and Company there, Gibb, Livingstone and
Company. appear to have used boarding-house keepers as ‘crimps ' to
deliver smpoverished Japanese sailers to them.'* {n 1883 there wore
abaut filleen or sixteen Japanese recrnited in Hong Kong to work as
pumpers on the Thursday Estand Juggers on cighteen-month
contracts.'* Later in that year the Torres Struil pearlers began (o
recruit in Japan itself when at Yokohama on 10 Otiober Caplain J.
A Miller'? engaged hirly-scven Japanese {six divers, six tenders,
twenty-four pumpers and aninterpreter  all on two-year contracts).

~ The Miller vontracts are impettant in the history of Tapanese
emigration vverseas. They are a significant change in the policy of the
Japanese Government, which hitherto had consistenily refused Lo
approve the emigration of contract labourers to any destination.
These refusals were partly 2 reRoction of their experience in 1868 and
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1869 when a numpber of labourers were beguiled to Hawaii, Guam.
and California and lelt stranded there by unscrupulous foreigners,
unider ‘ceniracts” which they did not carry ot They also stemmed
from Japan's conscious policy of adopling the standards of the
advanced countries. In accordance with this policy the Japanese
Gavernment had in 1872 enacred legislation prohibiling contracts of
service tor periods exceeding one year, on the geound that such werc
fantamount 1o slavery.!”

The negatiation of the Miller contracts took six months, during
which pertod the Jupumese provincial and ceniral authoritics
subjected them 1o close scraliny.

mdiiler’s agents made their initizl approach. through the British
cansul, to the prefectural awthoritics at Y okohama. The latier wrole
Lo tbe Foreipgn Minidry for guidance, inguiring whether ‘the evil
custom of slavery obtams in those regions and whether other
unexpected misfortunes may befall Japancse who might go thery 18
The Foreign Minisiry, alter doe consideration of the terms of the
dralt contract drawn up by the agent sclected by the prefeciural
government to recrit the labour, pave its peomission, [ ustified its
decision in the following lerms:

‘This contract with forgigners w work overseas wn prarling i essentially
differeed from a dontract in which labowrers go abroad to do ordinary menial
tasks for foreigners. Onby 2 small number will be emploved and they a sl
sk ilhod divers, Funthermare. il specilfic agreements are made as mdicated in the
documents tendered, the re need be o ear 1hat (be conployess may become Like
slaves' '
The Foreign Mimistry insisted that, since Torres Siran was far from
the consulate (Melbourne), some resident in Japan must go surety m
case the employer failed to Tulfil his obligations. 1t &lso required that
the signatures be withessed by the British consul.

In their contracts, the Awsiralian pearlers were accustomed tix
the pravistons required by the Simgapore Government to salegnard
the well-heing of ws people. For example, the employer was 1o
provide medical treatment. The Miller contracts in addition specified
the ralion scale in considerable detail and made clear that the
employer’s liability to provide Izansport to and from Australia was
not condined o cases where the contract extended for iis full term; but
extended to cases where the ernployee was repatriated eacher on
medical grounds.

The thirty-seven fapanese arrived at Thursday lsland on 14
MNovember 1883, The Fareign Ministry was mistaken in iis belief that
all of them were experienced seamen. One of the tenders, Masuda
Sanjirs, semt home very disparaging remarks aboul seme ol the
PUmMpETs:

“In the carly stages they weee in dite straits. Among Ihem were people who hed
never been o 4 Boat in theic lives. Scventy pereenl weire seasick. When aboard,
1herr limbs ceased to answer. [T Rere were sny waves atall, they collapsed imorhe
i dnd fernaned in this condilion all day. it was exactly as ol we were
1aking the sick 1o sea .
He notes, however, that within a few months, even these had lor the
maost part settled down satisfactorily. Indeed, the performance of
these men was such that Australian pearlers continued to seek labour
in Japan. On | June 1885 Sireeter and Company, the largest af the
Western Australian pearlers, reeruited at Yokohama six divers and
an interpreter on contracs appreved by the Forelgn Ministty and the
prefectural government.?? The terms of these contracts were similar
to the Miller contracts. And unbeknown to the Forcign Minisiry
anather sixty-nine men bad been recruiled in Japan for Australian
pearlers during 1884 by Fearan. Low and Company, a Brilish firm in
Kobe.2? Of these, thirty came from Wakayama prefacture. These
were the fiest group of labourers from this prefecture to seek
employment overseas. They began an exodus thal continued until
after World War IL In 1940, according o 2 survey by the Forelgn
Ministry, some 22 ({0 people from this prefecture (more than 2 per
cent of its population) were living abroad.*! They also established
whal was 10 be & permanent charactenstic of Japanese ermigration 1o

FPage Ten Queensiond Hernage

Ausiralia—the preeminent position of Wakayama prefecture. The
tombstones at Thorsday 1sland and Broome providc stark evidence
of this. OF the 930 casés where the inscription gives, as well as the
nurne, the place of birth, $29 (37 per cont} ere from Wakaysma.?!

Ogawa Taira, a local historian, has recently cstablished that of
these thirly men from Wakayama under contract wo Feargn, Low and
Company in 1884, at least twenty-five came from three villages al the
southern lip of the prefeclure—Shionomisaki (seventeen), Kush-
imote (seven), Tanami (one).?¢ There is a loeal oral tradition that
links the departure of these men for Australia with Foseph Dick. ana
of a group of Scotsmen senl oul W Japan 1o traim Japanese lighthouse
keepers. The lighthouse at Kashinosaki, about eight kilometres from
Kushimolo, was built upder the supervision of the British cagineer,
B, H. Bruneomn, in 1870.2" Dick served in a number of Japanese
lighthouses during the period 1869-79. 1t is not known haw long he
was al Kashinosaki; but he certainly was resident there in 1875, On
the termination of hiscontract in 1879 Dick remaincd in Japan, In the
carly 1880s he joined a Kobe firm of compradores, Langfcldt's ** He
seamns 10 have returned 1o Kashinosaki at this tme 10 1ry o induce
some of his former servants to sel up honse for him in Kabe.
Following this a numb<r of local youths went to work for foreigners
in that city. Some of these were among the (hicty who signed the
peatling contracts with Fearon, Low and Company. It is reasonable
tosuppose that either Dick ot these youths suggested (o the lsteerfirm
that they could obrain additional recruits in this district. 1L is suid
that, when they were (old that they would be diving for shell, they
thought that this must be abalone and took with them the chiscls they
used when diving for abalone at home.™ Ever afierwards the
overwhelming proportion of the emiyrants from Wakayama prefec-
ture 1o Awsiralia continued (o come from this part of the prefeciure
the eighty kilomeire streich from Shingt to Susami ol the very
narrow sleip of plain between Lhe sea and the mountains. Unless
stated 1o the contrary, all of the wwn and village numes sppearing in
this article ave situated there. The prefecture is hilly even by Japancse
standards—onky 10 por cent of il is arable {compared with the
Japanese average of about 15 per cent}. Aslate as the 1930s the arable
arga per household was 1 5 acres, comparaed with the national average
of 2,65 acres. About two-thirds of the farming households had to
engage in non-farming activities lo make a living. Most of those Lhat
emigrated came from villages that engaged jointly in fshing and
farming. Today, thanks to refrigeration and good access by land o
the avid Osaka market, fishing thrives throughout the area. Thisisa
recent development. Until the railway between Shmel and Waka-
yama City was compleled in 1940, there was no-one to eat the fish but
themselves. The roads did not come until much later still. Without
this economic pressure there would not have been emigration, Bui,
though it was a necessary condition, it was nat a suflicient condition,
There were wholly agricultural villages (tom which, aithough their
standard of living was cqually low, there was very little cenlgration.
According 1o local scholars. the additional factor was the traditional
outward-locking attitude of these fisher-folk. Unlike the landsmen
who saw the sea 25 a barnier, they saw il as s highway *®

Of the sixty-nine men recruited by Fearon, Low and Company
in 1884, about forty-five*! were senl 1o Thursday Lsland and ffteen®?
10 Darwin. [t appears that the prefectural government at Kobe issued
the passports withoul examining the contracts. 11 certainly did not
refer them ko the Foreign Ministry, Accordingly it was with some
surprise and concern that the latter, late in 1884, received a report 1o
the effect that there were ubout a hundred Tapanese at Thursday
Island, that many of them had been recruited as a result of
misrepresentations about local conditions and the nature of their
duties, and that partly as a result of language diflicultics one Japanese
had been taken to court by his employer and sent 1o gaol.** This was
the very situation Lthat the Foreign Ministry had, for 5o long, iried o
prevent—the presence of o large group of Japanese of the lower
classes, cmployed to perform phystcal labour for foreigners whose
languzge and customs they could not understand.



The jurisdiction of the Honorary Consul, Alexander Marks, did
not extend beyond the confines of Victoria. The Foreign Munistry,
regarding the matter as one of some urgency, imstructed him o visit
Thursday Island in bis private capacity. investigate the situation there
uttd do what he cou]g 10 assist any Japancsc subjects in need of
protection. At the same time it mithaied the formal procedure o
extend his jurisdic ion to caver all the Eastern siates. [t also requested
the prefectural authortics at Yokohama to provide it with all
available information about how the men under contract 1o Captain
Miller were faring.

The sitwation as it emerged from those and subsequent reports
was Whal, with eccasional cxcepiions, the men were not subjected 1o
crued treatment.** Capiain Miller in particular appeats 10 have gone
10 some trouble 10 provide eggs and other specially nutritious food
for those ol his men who were sick.® Bul he seon departed from the
scene. [n September 1384, when hecleared Sydney in command of the
barque, Siar of Peace, bound for Tarres Strail, he starled drinking.
On 2 Oclober {ten bottles of whisky and the best pari of a case of gm
later) he was hoisted ashore in a chair at Prince of Wales lsland.
Though quite lucid, he was depressed by the erroneous betief that he
had not been o the toilet for 1en days and by the fear that he had
accidentally taken poison. He retired 1o bed with a pistol under his
pillow and, during the night, shot himself. Unforlanately his
successor was often dilatory in paying wages*® and seems o have
been by disposition critical and impaticnt with employess.*®

The men on Fearon-Low contracts were distributed among a
pumber of employers.* Some of Lhese may, on occasion, have driven
hard, men whom they considered were malingering,*

One grievance that was widespread was the high price of Tiquor,
tobaccn, and other items pravided at sea fram the employer's ‘slop-
chest'. These seem to have been charged at about 50 per cent above
the prices prevailing ashore,*? Some employers also paid wages. not
in cash, but by orders on Brisbane and Syduey that could be cashed
only at rates of giscount that ranged {rom 3 per cent to 30 per ceni.*?
It was lreatment such as this that caused Masuda to describe the
Australian employers as unfeeling and lacking in humanity *Accord-
ing to him the Maiays were more successful than the Japanese in
resisting such impositions because they had some knowledge of
Enplish.?

A considerable amount of eriticism was direcled against Fearon,
Low and Company, and some of the emptoyers to whom they
provided tabour. According lo Marks, they resorted lo misre-
presentation and provided a number of men quite unswiled 1o the
rigours of sea-faring life:

‘1 énlnse 170 papers of Lwo mes engaged by Feacon, Low & Co.n ¥Xobe tothe
vrder o Buras, Flilp & Co. whe speculate in men and make vheir profe by

the contracts all pearls remained the praperty of the cmployer), (i was
his teporting sick thal origimally attracted suspicions; this was
regarded as part of a ruse 16 smuggle the pearls oot of the pearling
station.*? The coroner’s finding was that his death was due to plevrisy
and could have been prevented if there had been a doclor on the
island.** [t was probably Lhis incident that prompted Masuda to
write:
“When 2 man became ] al vea wod appearcd unlikely 10 Tecover imnmediately, he
would go ashore, explain the situation 16 his employer and ask fioT Lredtment.
The employer did ol always provide i If the case were at wl difficult to
diapniose, he waould accuse him of malir;gcri_ng_and forpe him back [0 work.
Where lhis was nol ihle he would push bim imo a jerry-built shed used for
storing shell, give him some med icine inappropriate Lo the ilness and 13ke no
further notice o bim—almost as it he were an animal. A thar the sick man
could da was just wait for deaib™. 7

Of the thirty-seven men under contract to Captain Miller. about
ten were sent back to Japan sick, before the capiry of their contracts.
(Most of these were sullering From beri-beri)™; four died of illness at
shore-stations at Prince of Wales and Wei-Weer [sland {two of them
from dysentery); and one died on Thursday Island from alcohalic
poisening.$!

Of the sixty-nine ment sent Lo Australia by Fearon, Lew and
Company in 1884, we have no inforraation on the number repat riated
for medical reasons. The Thursday Island and West Australian death
registers, however, indicate that up o February 1886, in addiuion to
Mishi, three had died in Torres Strait {twe of heart disease on Prince
of Wales Island and one of *fever’ on Thursday Island) and 1wo on a
Darwin lugger pear]ing off Derby {one fram measles and one from
‘dropsy” f.e. beri-beri}.*?

Carly in 1886 the Foreign Mimistry came to the decision that the
siwation an Thursday Island most nat be allowed to continue. On 19
February it instructed hMarks to advise all Japanese employad in the
industry to return at once o Japan except where their contracts
prevepted this, * On 20 March it instructed prefeclutral governments
ta give the full picture (o any CitiZens proposing to go there and, il this
failed 1o dissuade them, to refer thelr contracts to the Ministry,
This, however, was closing the stable door alter the hotse had bolted:
unbeknown to the Foreign Ministry, Fearon, Low and Company had
despaiched another graup of abowt sixly or more doring 1885.5%

The evenis of the next Lwe years did nathing 1o weaken the view
of the Foreign Minisiry that coniracts for employment in Ausiralia
had to be looked at very carcfully and that, for Japanese workers, life
there could be hazardous. Late i 1884 it had notifed the prefeciural
authorities at Kobe of reports that an Englishman was recruiting
people fram the dower walks of fife to be pul on public display as a
Japanese exhibition in London, Emigralion for such 2 perpose was
noi something that the Government would permit. 1f anyone

leiting, 1he men put 1a the pearl shell fsherbes. Hmatters mot how witabibe the
men are, 75 lomg as they ate men and they can make their peofit. The fwo men
Tokugaro and Takichi are ¢arpenters by trade und did not know the natwee of
the eimplovment they were to be engaged o, Thert arcabowl filty cngaged in Lhe
caume Wiy

The Fearon-Low contracts appear to have been very skeichy and
unsalisiactory documents. They were capable of the interpretation
that the wages were due only at the completion of the period specilied
in the Articles. thal is at the end of three years (this. in [act, was the
custom in the sea-faring warld). Some of the employers atlempied to
adhere 1o this interpretation ** The contracts contamed no pro-
vistens dealing with sickness or medical treatment, Soine employers
seem to have taken advantage of this to charge for medicines and,
where 2 Japancsc was repatriated for medical reasons, to deduct from
his wages the entirc cost of the jowrney to and from Australia **
Captain Miller. as we have scen, did what he could if any of his men
became sick; but in the absence of any hospital or medical
practitioner on the island there was nod a great deal that he conld da.
Wishi Tsnkichi, one of the Fearon-Low men, died in gaol three weeks
after he had been convicted of having pearls in kis possesston {under

pled such employment the Ministry was io be promptly
informed.  Similasly, wherever there were a large number of
applications for passports in which the stated purpose of the travel
was cducation, commerce o1 the arts, there was to be careful scrutiny
1o ensute that this was not a subterfuge. ™

Dispite these precautions, 2arly in 1856 an Englishiman named
Pemberion Willard managed to secure passports foi some forly
Japuncse with whom he toured Ausiralia as ‘The Japancse Village',
This consisted of craftsnien pursuing such iraditional avouations as
sreen-painting, wood-carving and the manufaciure of cloisonne-
ware; acrobats and jugglers; and waitresses who served Japanese tea
1o Lhe audience. Willard appears o have hoodwinked the Japanese
authorities by dividing the company into small aceupational grovps,
drawing up separale contracts for cach, and distributing the
applications for passparis belween two ports, Yokohama and Kobe,
and over a period of some weeks,

As a theatrical performance ‘The Japanese Village' 2ppears to
have been 4 considerable suceess. Tt remained in Auslialia lor Rfieen
months and performed in ¢ach capital exeept Perth.®” lis season n

Queensliond Hersage Page Efeven



Melbonrne extended for more than five months, daring which tme o
was visited by the Governor, and (if one may believe the
advertisemeni} by upwards of 317 000 people. Willard was no purist
and by the time it reached Brisbane fus 115 fortnight's season in the
Exhibition Building it bad alse acquired hali-a-dozen performing
dogsand a small elephant. The Brishane Coxrier was much impressed
by the *very charming Japanese lady, who plays a muosical instrument
in the lorm of a banje and accasionally with considerable amiability
sings in the soft, monotonous miror key common o the singers of the
East'. 1t found these efforts more 10 §1s Lasic than the musical
interiudes provided by a local band among wheose performers there
was ‘a very palpable difference of opinian . . . particulerly in the time
of the waltzes played'.s?

Beneath the surface, howsver, all was nnot well. {us arrival in
Austratia had called forth a series of despatches from Warks in which
he was very eritical of the conlracts. He eonsidered the wages (for
example $15 4 month lor the makers of clolsonne-ware} far tao low in
terms of local prives {including the price of foreign lwuries to which
members of the company were exposed).®® This had made the
lapanesc very discomienied, it could also bring down on Japan the
hostility of organiscd labour throughout Australia. Murks also
considered thal Willard was indiffercnr towards the health and
welfare of his employecs. in the Melbourne winter they had
threatened desertion unless they were provided with more blankets,
(Two of their membkrs had digd of consumption soon after their
arrival in Australia), *®

In Japan, Willards venture appears 10 have had two con-
seyucnces. It inereased the reserve with which the Foreign Ministry
regarded Australia as a suilable place for employment and i
provided the basis of the legend of a monolith in Tasmania bearing
ihe hiragana imscription "Kashiu Zeniva gohed rivouchi® [this is the
domain of Zeniya Gohei of the Province of Kagal®' Zeniya
{1773 -1852) appears to have been the Reg Anset of
Japan in the carly nineteenth century, He went into the marine
transport industry in LELE and s said 1o have established thirty-four
branches throughout Japun, He was also an early victim of the anti-
pollutionists. He died in prison where he had been consigned whena
reclamation project for which he was contracting had poisoned the
fishes. Tt seems very likely that Zeniya's activites extended as far
south as the Philippines. The story of his annexation of Tasmania,
howcover, appears to have originated with Willard's actobats.®* My
theory is that on their journey from Melbourne to Hobart some of’
them were routed through Devonport and were shown the petro-
glyphs on Mersey Bluff.*? At that time many Japanese acrobats were
illiterate, To such the Aboriginal rock carvings may well have
resembled hiragomo,

On 7 April 1887 2 Tokyo daily, the Choya Shimbun, published a
very unfavourable sccount of conditions among the Wakayama-men
at Thursday Island. Although the prefecweral govesnment at Kobe
found that it was a garbled version of exaggerated complaints
circulated by ane of the Fearon-Low men who had returned (o Japan
more than tighteen months previcusly, the Minisier for Foreign
Afairs himsell on 1 Juby used it as an oppenunity (o issue a privale
imsiruction 1o the Governor of Wakayama prefeciure that whenever
someone applied for a passport to go 1o Thursday {skand every effor
should be made to discourage him

The Foreign Minmistry’s apprehensions about Australia had
recently been strengthened by the accival in Tokyo of reports of the
murder of four Japanese on 22 February 1887 aboard the lugger,
Gantecock, off Banks lshand when the cook, 2 Malay, ran amok with a
hatchet. Twe of the deceased, Kasups Chdsuke and Maruyama
fwakichi (both from Shionomisaki), were from (he sixly-nine
rectuited by Fearon, Low and Company in 1884, The other mwo,
Akimoto Chuzaburd (Etime prefecture) and Kawasaki Kosuke
{Osaka prefecturc), were from the group of similar size provided by
the same company in February 1885, The Foreign Ministry,
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accordingly, in the press release that it issued on the incident (1Y
Seprember 1887), drow altention o the Fact that all four of the dead
men had been recruited by Fearon, Low and Company, and i the
follewitig wards soughl 1o discourage further immigrants:

“To beeome a ghost in a foreign land an ihe hands of savages is = piltous thing.
Tor can we bear 1o tink of the griel of the lamiliss they teft behind them,

h is net long singe we frst cstablished diplomatic relations with farei

countries. As 2 result movernent it and gul of Japan has become casy and 152
number ol our naliowd’s who go and wark in forign countnes 15 increasing
every day. This is nol somethong 1o be regretied. People, however, arc a1 a
serions disadvantupe wiien they go [o a countty whise |angusge and comilions
they do nol widerstand and have no contrects 1w proiest dhene. Whin

cirstances ke the abwove are cocoumiéred the conscquences are manifold
and unforicnate People wishing 10 go overseas should Lherefnie m fiure
Ihorosghly acquaint Lthemselves with the coaditions prevailng al ther
desvmation. They thauld alse coasuly the governmental awthorities kere and
wure fontracts that specily the abhgations of 1he partics in precise delsil” o

It was prabably because of the Foreign Ministry's attitude that
the pumbers of Japanese in Torres Strail fell [vom abowt 200in 1886
o about 1 70 or 180 at theend of 1§%0).°7 No prarling conlracis appear
to have been signed in Japan during this period {o1, indecd. for
several vears afierwards)® No doubl, Gibb, Livingstone and
Company contineed to provide a trickle of Japanese labour ltom
Hong Kong. There is also cvidence that pearlers aperating off the
Western Australian coast recruited some Japanese al Singapore at
this time, %9 Whether they were seamen tocally discharged or whether
they were brought from Japan, we do not knaw. The latter, however,
seems the more Hkely. Certainly, in later years, most of the Japanese
cmployed in the industry in Western Australia were signed oi in
Singapore and went from Japan to Singapore for that purpose.

With few excepuons, the men who returned were obvious proof
of the considerable savings that could be amassed owt of wages.
Masuda in 1884 reporied from Thursday Island thatl when Nonamu
returned to Japan Eor a wisit the previous year he had several
thousangd yon to hic name. Late in 1¥ET two Fearon-Low men,
Miyanoshila Kyuemon and Ogawa Ryleo, returned to Wakayama
prefecture at the completion of their contrzcts with abount £400
(¥ 2250) each."? According to Watanabe it was rarc [or a man o send
homne less than % 110 a year {even in his first year). At home he would
have carned about ¥ 44t a year and ot of this have had io buy food. ™
Even the reports of the men who were repairiated sick were
favourable. There was as much rice and other free rations as they
could eai and, for those whi did not drink, it was easy to save.™ A
rice dict was what all Japanesc aspired to. In the villages in
Wakayama where the emigrants came from it was a loxaey reserved
for the sick—the staple diet was the cheaper barley and sweet
pokatoss. ™ AL Miwasaki today, [ormer divers remember how, belore
they wenl to Thursday Island in the 1920s, they had cawn
unadulterated rice only al the time of the atnrual bor festival. For the
rest of the year it was always mixed with barley ™

1t is unlikely that Matks was able 10 prevail on many of the
Japanese already at Thursday lsland to return heme. The proportion
who were hound by contract 10 remain probably exceeded 50 per
cent. But, both for those who had come under contract and those who
had come independenuly, there was lille reason (0 be mwch
infiuenced by the Foreign Ministey's wishes—patticularly as it was
non offering (o repatriate theen at Government expense. They were on
the spol and knew better Lthan anyone else wheiher it was to their
financial advanlage 1o stay or Lo rekurn. We know thal some of the
Fearon-Low men remained at Thursday Island at the erd of their
engagements.

[n 1891 omly twelve Japanese arrived at Thursday Islund. In 1592
and 1893 the figures were |00 and 264 respectively  almost all of
them from Wakayama prefecture ™ The following appear to have
b;_enﬂamo ng the faciors that contributed to restoring and expanding.
this flow,



The firsl was the devising of local machinery Lo finance the
passage now that the Foreign Ministry had closed the dvor on
contracls in which this was provided by 1he Awstraliun employer. The
cost ol a single passage to Thursday 1sland for a Japanese labourer at
this time was about £7 or £8 (say ¥ 500”7 The typical emigrant did
net have suffickent security 1o raise a personal toan of such
propartions.

Tt was found, however, that in return lor a lien on their wages,
the more substantial citizens were prepared to advance the necessary
funds to a group of ten or more going jointly fom their village
provided that the group acceptad joint responsibility for the debt.™
Writing at the end of 1393 Watanabe claims that most af the 30
Wakayama men at Thursday Island had gone there as members of
such groups. This may, indeed, have remained the tvpical method Tor
Wakayana men to join the pearling industry anti) the Japanese
emagration companies eniered this licld in about 1897.7° The amount
advanced was usually abaut equal 1o ¥ 100 ¥ 130 a member. With
this they were fiest required to take sut lile insurance for the period of
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the loan, This was 2 prudeni precaution on the part of the [coder; for
pearl diving had recently hecome a dangeroos task. Ad the time of
Caplain Miller's contracts it was not. Pearhng in ‘Torres Strait was
then conducied at depths of five o ten fathoms'™ and it was
unnecessary (o search {for shell at greater depehs. The physiology of
decompression and the wohnigue of stugiong were then not under-
stovl; kot Teom later cesgarnch we koow that at depths of loss than sis
fathoms decompeession can have novill-cffects and that a1 wen fathoms
nn staging is eequired if the duration of the dive does not cxeeed
twenty munules ' Similarly in Western dustralia, so long as the
industry was centred at Cossack, most of the diving there was
vonducted in relatively shallow waler, TUwus i the 1888 &9 season

that the cenire of activity meved to Broome. The Inspector of Pearl
Shell Fishcries in his report for that year noied that most of the shell
was obtained at depths of lwenty lo twenty-five lathoms and that the
deep diving had produced a number of deaths ** The first recorded
death from diver's paralysis of 2 Japanese emplayed in the Austrahan
peariing industcy was off the Eighty Mile Beach in Wesiern Australia
on 26 August 1890.%* By Sepiember of the following year there
appear 1o have becn a number of severe cases ameng Japanese divers
in that region. ** 1n Torres Strait i was notuntil a rich deposit of shell
was discovered near Darnley island in 1893 that such depihs were
waorkad. The result was (hat twenty divers died there withio a year -
among them five Japanese,

Ta return o the collective loans in Wakavama villages. Afler the
payment of the insurance previums the remainder of the loan was
sufficicnt to cover the return Care to Thursday Island (about ¥ 100),
the purchase of Clothing and kit for the journey, and board and
accommeddution at Kobe during embarkation. The debt was to be
discharged in nstalments, Fiest the principal was to be repaid and
then, as interest, 40 per cent of the combined overseas eanings of all
members of the groop (including the insurance money of any who
had dicd) after deducting the principal. Although the collective
responsibility of the whole group made the posiion of the lenders
relatively secure, the rate ol interest, as Watanabe observed at the
ume, was cnormaas. According w our taleulations, vver three years
{the normal period for such agreements) it would, provided
employment was available, have boen at the least 27 per ¢ent a year
compound interest. But insofar as the principal isell would wsually
hiave been repaid in abouwt 4 vear, the teiurn would sclually have been
abour 106 per cenl.® The lender's posinon was no, ol course,
absolutely secure, For example, in 1893 and 1894 theore was 2 surplos
al labour a1t Thursduy sland as 2 resuli of which the wages of
crewmen Iell by 50 per cemu{iram £3 10 3U0s a month) and there were
mate than 1K lapanese (many ol them recent arrivals) omem-
ployed 7

A second factor contribuling 1o the increase in the number ol
Japanese going ro Thursday 1sland may have been the adeplion by
the Foreign Minutey of a mure fuvourable attilude 1o the emigration
of wage earners. For example, the Vice-Minister on 1} November
1391 informed Marks that:

“The Lo gy poeent policy owirds emegralion i Aol o restrain oue
Babrsuzers by severe laws [tom aoing averszas 12 1hey are able to make proper
DITANEEMEnts afd work ave s, I places oo obotacks i ther way. Indeed,
oUp Arlitude is 1 ausist them as besl we can’

This may have been in part the result of the appoisiment as Foreign
Minister of Enomoto Takeak:, who later founded the Shokiamin
Kyokai [Colanists Sooety], In retrospect, the ffteen months during
which he held that partlahio appears w be the anly period when 3
Japanese cabinet showed any positive enthusiasm [or cmigration. ™

A third Tactor wis the return to Japan early in 1891 of the ten
Japanese from Thursday Esland whe had drawn Cardine in the 1800
Tattersall’s Melbourne Cup sweepstabe 2nd won £22 500 The leader
of the group. Nakagawa Tamijl, or “Tomay Japan', served the local
Japancse commumity in a number of roles—us boarding-house
keeper, proprieton of a billiard saloon and shooting gallery, court
interpreter and., when oveasion demanded it, as underiaker. Born in
Shizuoka prefecture, he was ane of the hrst Japanese 1o setile in
Australia. He probably came ta Sydney as oac of the crew of an
overseas vessel. He schioved some fame as the steward of the Ripple,
an island urading vesscl based in Sydney, when she was attacked by
natives near Cape de Gros on’ Bougaimville in August 580,
Agcording o the report of the inciden! given o the Sydney Marning
Herafd by the Reverend George Brown of Duke of York Island
twhere the survivors and the bodies of those killed were landed)
Nakagawa performed most credilably:

o TResteward wasdown the aher bold engagecd in ha nedimg U sopme sLercs b
the vaptann's arders Fle heard Uhe captasn cabl ost '1'm killed” and :mmcdmlelt-
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revereed himeel a drezdiul wowed in te neck Troma lomaliawk . He 8Tl back.,
but recovered. and. with his revalver shol the two mien wha wer: sarding aner
the hatchwar; ong of whem, i s preny conam, was the man who sineck down
the captain. . The steward {a Japanese) 15 prassed by all for s Bravery;
tharagh weunded i e most dresdful marner in several places, he Fought entil
the stup was clear and the nanves driven away, when he lainted mom loss ol
biciod; and new the poor fellow win. the respect and leve of us all by his care ol
the peos men whe are fellsy-suferers wilth bam,*0

He moved 1o Thursday Island the followimg year.”" There, il seems,
the fighting spicit of the hero of the Ripple sometimes reasserted itself.
He must have cebebrated Christmas 1888 wo well; for he spent
Christmas Night in the watch-house und was fined 55 the mext
marning for being drunk and disorderly. * Although his marriape {10
Shime, s Nagasaki woman, in 1885} wus the first in the Japanese
communily to be solemnized in the Roman Catholic Church®, this
did pot prevent him and his pariners in the Carbine syndicale Mrom
marking their departure with a donation to the Anglican cathedral
building fund that exceeded those ol the Governor, the Bishop, and
the Government Resident cotnbined. ™+

It was, however, the cxpenditure of these men back in Japan that
influenced Japanese immigracon 1o Australia, At lgast four of them
arc sull remembered in Wakayama prefecture®: Hiramalsu Gorobei
and Lrita Tin'emon from Shionomisski, Ebing Torakichi from
Tanami, and Nakamura Yasube (tom Arida. Hiramatsa invesied his
winpings in mountain Jand, He ¢ontinued to prosper and became
known as ‘the forest king of the Kinan district . His eldest son, an
wler who liked expensive pleasures, squandered the lot, Urita put his
money i a bout for deep-sea tuna fishing. He alse rebuilt his home
and put 3 fine stone wall around it The fiskimg veature failed and
everyihing he had was sold. The house 1s gone und only the stone wall
remains, Bbina's return o Tanami coincided with 1he perindic
rebuilding of 1he helfry of the local temple. He domated half the cost,

The stoee wall, all thai remains al Lt Jin'emoen’s Bt
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Wuorldly pleasures, however, were closer to his pature. His Torlune
wenton gambling, drink. and women. Among the latter, (-kuma, the
beauliful Fukuhara geisha wham he married. is stll emembered by
peaple whe as schoal-children used o duwdle in the street near her
house hoping Lo catch o glimpse of her when she came oul,

The bellry a1 Tanama. 1o which Ebina Tocakichi coninbuled
(Phowngraph by courtesy of Mr S Kyuhara)

In 1954 | came across a Japanese, Suzuki Sakuhei, who was
working as the caretaker of a flour-mill at Burnley in Mclbourne. He
was born in Shionomsaki in 1883 and came 10 Thursday island in
1899 shottly before his sixteenth birlhday, He voluntecred the remark
thal it was Carbine’s win that farmed his own determination to come
io Austrabia. e was he who Brst gave me Hiramatsu's name. He had
seen him after his retuen. Suzuki was s small boy at primary scheol at
the time. He was wold that in Australia, whensver it rancd, NUggets
luy uncovered all alang the river-banks. One of the Corbine syndicate
4 reighbouring village was said 1o be so wealthy that he used to Hill
the bath with sake instead of with water, Suzuki wamed to go
Australia there and then, but his mother made him wail until he had
linished school

 Wrting atthe vnd of T893 Watanabe claimed that heceuse of the
savings that people (including the Carhine syndicale} were bringmg
home, shere had been a rush 10 Australia from the prefecture:

"Crying ot “"Me, o™, une ailer the ther they woyld mortgage Ui bouses
ol thewr Gelds and emback AL Shicoamisak, far example, @ lmosg e whole



villuge went er masse. It 15 5aad Lhal fhings have reached oy stage where, in
csimating a man's warth, iwstead of ¢nguinng whether he has made any
mazkey, they sk whether he has ever worked in Awstralia, and that the same
question is asiked when marrages (o7 e adopion ol an hew inta 3 Family with
no +onsh are being negobated” ¥

In these circumstances the Japanese population @i Thursday
Island increased in under 1wo years itom less than a hundred at the
beginming of 1892 1o 466 in Outaber 1893% 4 joal close to that of
the Caucasian population (475). Over the same period the number of
luggets owned by Japanese had increased [tom two to aboul thirly.
When Watanabe visited Thursday 1sland in September and Oclober
1893 this had produced the foltowing atmoesphere:

*. .. The whites are besol wilh [ears which they cannat put aside. | wus 1634 Dt
there hzd heen a number of closed mectings of 1w twn coungil at whech they
discussed oulrageous proposals like refusing boal licenees Lo us ar lowering the
price pand la us for shell in order to gonvince s thn 0 nwn a hoal was less
remuneralive Lhan working for wages. Justwe. however. was not yel dead: the
view prevailed that, when we were acting without malice, it would be a bad
podicy Tor them vo appear gelfish, My informants said chan imiially the whires
had regarded usin The sume way as they did the halays and the Maruamen; but
wherezs the combned populaben of the laner had stood stock saill &t about
thwree o7 fout hundred, it looked ax il business cond itions were such rhat. ina few
vedrs lime, he Japanese, under the same ciccumstances, would draw ahead of
thez rther s and theee wounld be o vonsderable pumber af wpe-mdconing
Japanese setilers each of whem owned a number of boats. As evidenie of this
wrend thers was the Japanese Chub (as yer nathong much o speak of) and the
Japanese hospital—Lhey ¢euld not ook dawn on these,

“In the course of my vian 1@ Lhe [stand | oafien heard O the mane
infivential ameng Ihe panives were discwssing whal wouid happen in
circumssances such a5 the Tollowing—f we invested big sums and set up lazge
sgencees there: il we cxported skell to London wicthou noing, through middle-
rea; o if o goverrment sl sivera] hundreds more of ws there. 1L was

vhvicws that cur hulent strength was causing lear smeng Lhe leland’s prineipal
merchants and shopkeepers . 0%

e ol e j o g

‘The Japanese Club, Thucsday Island, 15894
{Reproduced from Watznabe)

Thal oficialdom was at this Ume becoming concerned at the
Japanese presence on the Dskand is conflicmed ina leier despatched by
the local magisirate, John Douglas to the Colonial Secretary on 2
Octoher 1893, Douglas reported that there was ‘more than a
possibilily of the Japanese caming down in such numbers as 1o rendet
it probable that the Pearl Shelling industry will wo 2 great extent pass
inle their hands’.'** On 11 November he wiote again;

“There: are now aboul 30 boats worked by Japs. aad iCmere come doswn ters
will b howl wnd agication which aughe to be avarded.

‘1 am most decidedly of the opinion that all bears wn this Fishery should be
owhed by British Subjscts and that no boats except thaer belongng 1o Brtish
Suhjects should be kcensed ' v*

Acting on Douglas's advice, the Premier, Sic Hugh Nelsen, on
21 November through the Honorary Consul reguested the Japanese
Governmeni (o iuni? the pumber of emigrants. '®* The Row, however,
continued. 1o March 1894 the number of Japanese on Thursday
Island had risen fo 720 and, as we have alrcady observed, thisincrease
had been atlended by extensive unemployment and 2 sharp fall in
wage rates.|™ This figure docs nut appear ta have beea exceeded untl
1897, Maore than 100 of the wnemployed Japanese moved Lo the
maimland in search of work during 1894 and there were few now
arrivals. '™ This may have heen due pardly to the natural adjusement
of supply 1o demand'®® and partly to ibe efiorts of the Japanese
Foreign Ministry which in July 1894 issued imsuructions to the
Governors of HybGpo and Wakayama prefeciures 1o resiraim
emigration ko Thursday [sland.'*®

Conflicting cvidence makes it particularly dificult to form an
wocarate estimate of the extent of boat ownership by the Japanese.
Thost who fcared 1 conseguenses wended (o overestimale its exlent.
Similarly, the largest of the Australiun peatlers, James Clark, appears
1o have produced inflaed fgures in crder to support his counter-
altacks againsi the shore-based pearlers who circulated petitions
against his wholesale removal of immature shell for cultivation
purposes. Hisargument was that the opposition to him was organiscd
by the store-keepers who, he claimed, secured high profils by selling
boats Lo the Japancse on time-paymend.'"" In a letter to the Brishane
Courfer on 17 November 1593 Clurk asserted dhat the Japanese
ownod “sixty-scven boats, which number they are constantly adding
1o " [nsofar as there were at that Ume only 210 boats Lvensed, ns
would have constituled a significant proporiion.’ Douglas in July
1895 conducted an investigation and, as & resull, was inclined to
gectpl o considerably lower figure: cight owned and Lwenly-nmine
hired by Japanese''® (out of & total of 183 boats licensed). The
twenty-nine would have inchuded some in process of being bought
vnder hire-purchase agreements. Maturally the Japanese exercised
their options to purchase, only when the boat performed well. Clark
claimed that the Japanese purchased about one in eight of the boals
that they hired.!1t In March 1897 the Queensland Government
appointed the Hamilton Commission to inguire inlo (he operation of
the pearling legislation. The cvidence presented to it indicated thal
the Japanese population had reached roughly 1000 and that, of the
231 pearling boats licensed, twenty-iwo were owned by and forty-six
were reniled to Japanese, ' The ommission recommended inter alia
thatin future no boat licences be issued o aliens and that the renting
of boats to aliens be made illegal. In December 1898 the Pearf-Shell
and Béche-de-Mer Fishery Aot was amended o give effect io (hese
two recommendations. No atempt was made (o disguise the fack that
the legislation was aimed at the Japanese. 1L was commaon knowledge
that Ministerial discretion would be exercised both o grant
naiuralisation o Europesn aliens seeking to place themselves outside
the ambit of the resiricions and, as in the past, to withhold
naturalisation from Asians.'' ln the course of his Second Reading
specch the Premier quoted with approval a senience from Clark's
evidence o the Commission: *this is @ British Colony, and 1 think the
profits made shouid belong 1o while men instcad of the Japanese’, 115
An Qpposition speaker, William Kidston, described the spirit of the
tegislation in less Aantering terms,

14 15 the recognmion . .- chat there are and there cught 10 be Iwo Taces in
Quecnglinid  one o prvileged race having all the rights and presecrion of the
laws, and Lhe ather am alien seef race, a0l permitted 10 do 1he best they can for
tnemselves  and oaly permitted Lo lve here il they will work and muke profic

[or someone else’ '+
The Japanese had cpencd a regubar consulate in Townsville in
March 1896, In response to the advice of the consul that, unless the
flow of cmigrants diminished, the Queensland Government in the
atmoesphe re generated by the proceedings of the Hamilion Comims-
sion was likely to introduce an immigration restriction bill, the
Japanese Government issued instructions to prefectural governments
on 9 June and ¢ August [897 aimed at preventing the issuing of
passports Lo persons seekimg employment a1 Thursday [sland. " The
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intention was that these resirictions shoutd be temporary; but in fact
Ihis proved o he the and of unrestricied emugration o Thursday
Island. Tn August 1898 the Queensland Governmenl adopted the
policy of permitting the entry of Japanese ‘labourers and artisams
only when their employment had in each case received the prior
approval of the Queensland Government. ' Initially the Queensland
Government used this power o reject all applications to import
Japanese labour Itom all pearlers both Caucasian and Japanesc
alike ¢ven for keeping the crews of already licensed boats up o
sirgngth.'*® The Caucasians met the situation by making greater use
of other coloured races.'* The Japanese, however, appear always wo
hawe been reluctanl 1o employ any but their own countrymen. This
virtual prohibiuon on the recruitment of Japanese Tabour appears to
have continued until 30 October 1900 when, undcr sustained pressure
from lhe Japanese Government, Queensland agreed to accept the
Japanese populaton in 1398 (3247) as a ceiling up lo which
replacements could be made—pravided that no more than twenty-
five arrived on the onc ship.'?' Even under the mew agreement,
however, the Queensland Government appears to have approved
requests 1o intraduce Japanese crewmen only when they were made
by Caucasian pearers.'*2

This palicy on the pant of the Queensland Government appears
tu have been successful in reducing Japanese influence in the local
industry. Between 1898 and 1901, while the number of livensed boats
increased from 216 40 225, the number of Japanesc ‘ecmplovers or
ewners” declined ftom (wenty-one Lo cleven and the number of
Japanese crew on shipping articles declined from 472 o 31%, 444 1t was
during this periad (hat the only man of capital among the Japanese
cormmutily, $at3 Toraprd, became imsoivent and returned to Japan
permancnuy. in March 19K when his petition was fled he was the
owher of twenty-nine leggers, and the lessee of a general siore, a boat-
building yard und slipway, and five boarding-houses lor peatling
crews, In the affidavits accompanying his pettion, he gave as the
causes of his insolvency “mability to collect book debis, falling off in
shell reterns conseguent on bad seasons, pressure of credilors’. The
book debts, which amounted to £13 659 were estimated to produce
only £3517.25.64." % 1t may well be that & significant proportion of
the bad deins due to him were the result of the effect of the
Queensland Government's policy on the level of business activity
among the Japaness community, Sat@ returned 10 Japan in 1901,
From 1903 (o 1909 he was a member of the Japanese House of
Representatives, In 1910, lellowing the Japangse annexation of
Rorea, he transferred his energies (0 agriculture in that couniry and
acquired jatge estates there. He died m 1928 as a resuli of injurics
sustained frotn a bomb attack by a Karean nationslist who mistook
him for the Governor-General.

Following Federation, the control of immigraiion was i 1902
tramsferred from the Swates w the Federal Government, The latter
ook the number of coloured persons then employed in the industry
and allowed replacements up o that level, Within these lnmits o
restriciions were placed on parlicular nationalities. Dniteally, s policy
was to grant addsional permits for crews for any new boats added to
the pearling Aeets. [n Movember 1903, however, when the Senate
passed s resobution that no coloured labour be sdmitted except o fill
existing vacancies, this dispersation was disconbmued. ' This fixed
the maximum number of coloured persons for emporery wdmission
o serve on Juggers at about 4000 for the Commenwealth as a whole,
af whom about 2500 were at Broome. ' 2 There, over the period 1905
to 1910, the proportion of Japanese rose from 32.6 per cent 1o 51.3
per cent.'*" At Thursday 1sland, in the laiter year the proportion of
Japaness was 55,3 per cent and, of the 160 lcensed divers there, 150
were Japanese,'?® Since the time of the Hamilton Commission, the
beliel that the pearling indusiry should not be an exception to the
While Australia Policy had extended considerably bevond the
membership of the Labor Pacty and the trade upions. Tius belief,
however, was lempered by the realisation of the derionserated fact
that life aboand the pearling leggers did ool adrao Australisn
workers, When Labor secured is first long werm of office at the
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Celebrution of the Emperor’s birthday, Japansse Resident’s Association,
Thursday slund, 1910

Federal level in April 1910, the balance of forces in this arguiment
moved in the direction of ideology. ln Oowber the Minister for
External Affairs, Egerton Batchelor, made it known to the pearlers
that, unless they took sicps to intrgduce white labour inle The
indusiry, the Government would take action.'?* On 2 January 1911
he issped the lellowing instructions:

‘iy tuling on 1he subpl now is thal owners of pearlng vesscls may have
AT Se10n Lo indend Asiatics, preferabiy Malays. e work in their vrasei's lora
pericd of 1ao vears from ke Ist Jaowaty 1917, bul after thao date sl
rigagemenls shall terminate and ng permits for admission for Further
employment shall be given excemt in the cases of boats in which the diver and
render wie boh white men. In those cases pormis 1o inroduce Malays o the
number al five per lugger will be granied. provided that the Iocal authoritics
centily thay loczl Rbour sumable lor employment as ¢ tews iv unprocurable’, '™

The two references (0 Malays in this passage indicate that the
Minister, ke many peopte in the community. was coneerned with the
rise in the proporuon of Japanese to other coloured indents, and that
he wished 1o do sormcthing about it. Indeed, he appears o bave been
quite frank about this in his remarks to the pearlers in October.’* In
Apnl Cabinet, as a result of representations by the industry and by
the Western Australian Government, deferred the introduction of the
new systeim wntil 31 December 1913.7%% In June 1912, it was further
deferred until | January 1915.1%2

In July (913 the federal Royal Commission on the Pearl-Shelling
Industry (the Bamivrd Commission, appoinwed by the Goverpment
18 1912 strengthened the Government's hand by passing a resolution
‘that the special altention of the Depariment of External Affars be
drawn te the question of the preponderance of Japanese in the
Pearling Industry . . . with a view of lzking into consideration the
possibilily of preventing any race preponderating in the Industry”,'3%




Although at the elections in May a conservalive government had
achieved office, there was no reversal of pelicy on this issue. The
Drepartinent of External Affairs used the Roval Comanssion’s
resolution as an opportunity W inquire of the West Australian
Pearlers Association their aitilude on the question of "arranging for 4
cerlain praporiion of Malays and Japanese to be maintained” " This
was considered at 2 geperal meeung of the Associaton on S
Sepiember and a motion was carried in %auuur of ‘meeting the wishes
of the Federal Government i connection with the substutwion of
more Malays for Japanese . . "1 From the detailed report of the
meeting given in the daily press ot is apparent that the motion was
supported even by pearlers who used wholly Japancse crews, Their
maore immediate worry was that their livelihood depended on their
continuous recruitment of crews averseas. The mechanics of the
industry required thus 1o be done on three-year contracts, With the
embarga om the employment of colovred divers and tenders beyond
1 Japuary 1915, they had been unable Lo recruit for sume months past.
Their primary need was therefore {o sceure 3 further deferment of this
deadline. They urgued that there was no hope of the Government s
granting this unless they metd it half-way on the question of reduciny
the proportion of Japanese.”” This argument may have been well
bascd: the following June {1914) the deadline was moved to 30 June
1918, thereby enabling the pearlers to continue uniil 30 June 1915w
enter into their custemary three-year agreements. In February 1915
one of the facwers that influenced the Federal Government i
allowing James Clark {who since 1905 had conducted all his pearling
aclivities from Druich werritory) to operate fitiy of his luggers from
Broome was his readiness to ener into an engage ment that he would
‘not emptoy more than fifty per vent crew of any one aationality
execpt Malayy' ' on cach vessel,

The entire policy of white labour (or the pearling industry was
abandoned during the last weeks of the Labor Cabinel when the
Royal Commission on 17 July 1916 issued its fnal report:

“Yeour Comrmssacners have desnded thar duving for shell s not an eceupation in
whuch our wockers should be encovraped o undertake. The like is Aot a
disitable ane, and the risks are greal, as proved by dhe abnormal death rae
ameng divers and 11y divers. The work is arducus, the howrs Lang, and the
remuneralion quie nadeguzte. Liviog space 15 cramped, the food wholly
preserved of its different kinds and the Il incompatitde with thit a European
worker 15 entilled to live. Social lile i impessibde and enjovment oul ol the
question .. .77

It pointed out that any man with the qualitics necessary o become a
diver conld earn as much working shortee hours ina muare congenial
atmosphere ashore. Accordingly, there was no incenlive for him Lo
enter ap oceupation in which he would 'in 4 few vears become
practically a physical wreck, uniitted for any other aceupations, and
unless more than ordinarily fortunate, Likely 1o become a hurden
vpon his friends, or upon the community’."™ The Commission
rejected the analogy of the sugar industry. There Australia had been
able to replace coloured Jabpur with Caucasian labour by passing on
to the Austrahan consumer in the fotm of higher prives the additional
costs entailed in the higher wapes that had to be paid. Sugar, however,
was a neoessily of life: mather-ob-pearl was 4 luxury and the home
market fior it was negligible. any cansiderable nse m s price would
result in its being replaced by substitutes.* 9

Alihough the Commission did not elaborate on this point, the
additional cost was greater than the mere difference i the Tevel of
wages that would have w be paid. The evidence presented to the
Commission indicated that the 2onval death-rate among the Japanese
divers at that time was more than ten per cent. ™2 Had these men been
Australian, the total amount due under Workers Compensatian
legislation would have been considerable. In the case of indentured
foreign labowr, however, such compensation was ot payable.'*

Chne reason for the Commission's unegquiveca) sbandonment of
the white diver objective was evidence presented 1o it during its 1916
hearings at Broome showing the dramatic failure of a graup of 1en
divers recruited in the United Kingdom by some of the Broome

pearlers in 1912. These men were selected from volumleers among
certified decp-sea divers on the books of Britain's two feading firms of
subnuarine cngincers Siebe, Gorman and Company and Heinke
and Company. These two firms were inumatgly acguainled wiath
conditions in the Ausirakian industry and, throughout its hisiery, had
hetween them supplicd all the diving swits and equipment. The
selection committee included the physiologist, Prufessor L. H. Hill (a
world expert on divers paralysis). and Lieutenant Damant RN, whp
had played a leading role in the compilation and testing of the Navy's
tables of staged ascents for deep diving. ' ** The English divers arrived
in Rroome i February 1912, Within a short period of time three of
them had died of divers paralysis and the remainder had admitted
[ailure and moved 1o other jobs,'** None had managed 1o euse moTe
shell than an untrained Asian donning the dress for the first time.'*

Although it was now accepled that the industry mist continge de
be worked with coloured labour, the palicy objective of reducing the
propoition of Japanese labour continued. [L was nol for some ime,
however, that any positive steps werg taken in this direction. During
the war years, [914 18, the Australian Government was careful lo
avoid discriminatory uction hikely to offend lapan. Arother reason
was that labour from other arcas (For eaample Malaya and Papua}
was allen not available 4" In Novemnber 1923, however, the Minister
far Home AMairs and Territones Gnally wsoed instructions thal in
Mukitee the customary alloiments of permits for coloured labour (e
sighi for compressor-boats and seven for hand-pump boats) would
continue only where the number of the sanie nalionality did not
pxceed five in the former and four 10 the later.'*® The principle
under|ying this was that the diver must be free (0 select from his own
compatriots the men an wham his life depended (ie. the tender
and the men providing the air supplyv} and that one member of the
same natipnality could double as try-diver’ 1o lkar how to dive and
tr relieve the diver.

It is possible thar among the factors which influenced the
Mimster eventaally to teke action of thus natue was the cohesiveness
aned truculence demonstrated by the Japanese indents in the riows au
Broome in Decemben 1920 in which they fought a pitched batile with
the Timorese™", and in their militant demonstration against the
emplovers at Thursday Island at the time of the annual negotiation of
wages in February 192315

The ruling meant thay in gfget the diver and the majority of the
criw in mest of the luggers continucd 10 he Japanese. At Thursday
Island, for example, the proporttion of divers' licences held by
Japanese was A} per cent in P919-20 and 99 per cent in 1925 1645

In his wstimony before a Queensland Royal Commission {the
Mackay Commission}in 1908, the doven of the Australian pearlers,
James Clark, referred 1o the well-understond fact” that the best diver
in the workd for getiing shell was the Japanese. '¥2 It is, pethaps,
APPTOprile at this siage to examine why, throvghout the hisiory of
ihe industry. the majority of the Australian pearlers preferred
Japanese (o other racas as divers,

An employer's roceipls were directly proporiional to the
quanuty of shell raised by his divers. The gualitics looked for in a
diver were therclore the ability (o detect shelh where it existed and the
willingness and capacity 0 work Tong hours under water Inaking for
it

The weighl of the evidence prosented w the Bamford Commis-
sion sugpesis that the ability to recognise shell on the bottom and
predict the pattern of ils deposit is. like the bushman's ‘feel® for
terraim, something that can be acquired only by those who have a
special innate quality of perception.!"? According 10 one witness,
something like oncinipur people bad it !* According 1o another, the
figure was more like one in ten.i** fis distribution had nothing w0 do
wilh race. Any diver who did not have it was a dead loss. When the
indusiry followed its normal method of recruiting there were no
problems, |1 engaged people initially as crowmen  people 1o turn a
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pump handle ar hawl up an anchor. There were five of six of these 10
every diver and their wages were much tess than a diver's, It was [rom
among these that divers were recruited. If the volunicer showed the
necessary potential he was encouraged and given oppoTiunities
tearn as o try-diver.i%® it usually took three yesrs of this to tarn him
mto an cfficient diver whe could be sent out on his own.1*" From the
law of uverages one might imfer that ane, ot perhaps 1wo, of the len
English decp-sca divers hrought out in 1912 would have had this
nnate quality of perception. But in less than eighiecn momnths three of
them had died ol paralysis. None of the rest remained long encugh 1o
enable such theoties to be verified.

It appears that many of the Wakavama-men who weal w
Thursday Island and Broome were vownger sons. According to
Japanese cusiom al] property was inherited by the eldest son. Today
in Miwasaki one is told how before World War I1 the only way for a
YOURELT SO 1o CcaTT encugh money 1o set Up a house of his own was 1o
spend a fow years au Thursday Isband.'** | heard the same when (
visited Susamiin 1974, When Yamamoto Kenkichi turned seventecn
in 1918 he had two choices. He could stay at schaot and prepate for
the entrance examination for the Teachers Traiming College. If
successful he would, five vears ater, become a teacher at the Susami
Primary School with a raenthly wage of ¥ 17. Alternatively, he could
teave school immediately and go to Thursday Island. There his
slarting wage a3 a crewman would be ¥ 25. As soon as he became a
tender, it wouold be 40 or 45 yen. I, cventwally, he became a diver in
charge of a lugger, he would gei several times that amount. He chose
Thursday [sland. Wages at home continued o be low throughout the
period. [n 1936 the monthily salary of the Headmaster (aged fifty) au
Susami was ¥ T0—which is what his former pupils {now aged twendy)
were getting at Thursday Island as ienders,**®

Some wenl 1© Australiz 10 free the family property of debi
Humaguchi Unajirs and bis brother went 1o Thursday Tsland from
Miwasaki in 1927 in arder to pay olf a debt af ¥ 20 000 contracted by
their father in 1913, It took them twspiy years, cach of them
contributing % 1000 cach year.

These men did not come as seitlers. Their objoct was Lo earn the
mecessary sum as quickly as they coudd in order te retun home % and
pursue their traditional occupations of Rsherman or farmer, To s
end they were preparcd to take tisks, In their occupations at home
death was no siranger to them. Furthermore the spirtt of ‘nothing
venture, nothing gain’ was part of ihe culture of the Kumano district
from whence they came.’®’ Thus. 1o the lacais at Thursday Island,
they appeared ‘very keen to make money'. '™ The Auvstralian concept
of the Jupanese diver is summed epin John Douglas's reference to the
death from paralysis of a Jupanese diver in his report for 1894-95:

“Sush iv the craving for " more shell ™ wher 1L has oede got possession of 2 diver's
imagnution -1 hjd an inguiry a few days age mto the causes connected wilh
the el of ook Wattanabi, an oid and expenenced diver. His last remark was
ool mosorry 1 am going—ihe water is clear, and 1 could have gol plenry of
shell™. The ruling passton is thus svude pocd as sirong cven in dealh’ 1+

The Royal Mavy's ‘staging’ 1ables were published (n 1907 and
appear to have been adopied in Australia in about 1912.' These
enabled the diver to work in deep water for relatively long stretches
for example (ar twenly minutes at twenly-Ave fathoms, Under the
procedures in use before this, the wmplation o recklessness on the
part of the diver was considerable. The old theory was 1o muke cach
‘ip’ very shon for example st (wenry-five fathoms, five
minutes'®® —and 10 ke 2 long time over descending't” as well us
ascending. This was tme-consuming and, as 2 result, the diver was
somelimes unable Lo spend more than ball an hour an the bottom
loaking for shell during the whole day: %% nine descents in a day was
cansidered an achievement. ' As Frank Summers, an experienced
diver. ruefully told the Mackay Commission: *A man will see a few
shells within a yard or two of'him, and hesays, 'l will get them before
1 go wp™ """ This is easy enough to understand. Not only was a
diver's pay proporional ko the amount of shell he raised; but m
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sdditton 1here would always have been the Iceling that the shell one
left behmd contained the peatl of a lifetime. An additional element
that cncouraged loolhandiness was the faci thay spme individuals
were more tolerant 1o decompression than others. This, no douby,
piompled the carclessness thai goes with Lhe feeling thai "Iuwon'Lbe
me’, When there were white divers in the industry, they appear to
have been just as ready to lake risks, no doubt for motives similar ta
those of the Japanese. Summers was lucky enough to escape with
minor symptoms of “the bends™.'™* A number of others wers not so
fortunate. The death-rate among the Caucasian divers in Torres
Strait in 1893 was never excecded by the Jupanese,'™? Similarly,
nothing could have been more reckless than the behavieur of
Webber, the mostseaior of the English divers, on the day of s dealh
in Western Australia in 1912, He was repeatedly coming straighl lo
the surface after dives of anhour’s duration in hifleen fathoms. 1 ? The
death of his compalriol, Besley, the fullowing year appears (o have
aceurred umder similar circimstances.' ™ Unlorlunately very few
divers in the indusiry, lapanese or Caucasian, appear ever 10 have
tuken the staping lables seriously. Jn 1978 at Miwasaki 1 had the good
forlune 1o meet seven men who had been divers or enders al
Thursday Island in the 1920s and 1930s. None of them had cver used
staging tables, bul worked enticely according 1o his own personal
judgement and cxperience, '’

I there was littts 10 choose belween the Japanese and Cancasian
divers i their Foolhardiness, the lotmer appear 1o have brought
much greater emergy and endurance 1o the task, They would
commence al dawn and continue until dusk, They might make fifty
dives a day. Sometimes they would be at sea for fowr months on end,
In the words of one of the English divers, this was "skull cracking
work”. 1t would have been quite unlike anything he and hiscolleagues
were used 1o, AL Dover he would have beea making four or five dives
a day and would have slept at home. '™

Shiba Ryotard, the lamous comemporary Japanese novelist, bas
addressed himsel 1o the task of explaining the supedorily of the
Japangse diver. From his discussions with men at Goga-gawa in
Wakayama prefecture who were divers al Thursday 1sland and
Broome hefore the War, be considers that the competitive spirit that
existed among the Japanese divers was an imporiant factor. In his
rocent book Mokuyvors #o Yakar[A Party at Thorsday [shand) he puls
the following words into the mouth of ‘Miyaza', a sometime
champion diver:

“AL sy 11 wag 1he momey: but s Hime weot by you got awsay [om s, asd what
matieied was beating your own record of 1he chag o the other boal. When you
were on the sea-bed the theughl of money dudn'tenter your head i1 was just
“Haw iy 1oms will my tally be''. We men from Wakayama prefetture and the
men from Tse worked like demans 7177
I would agree with Shiba on this point. lnterestingly cnough,
although it 15 2 point that has been overlocked by later observers, it
was noted by Douglas in 1894 in the conlext of the succession of
fatalivies that followed the discovery of shell in the "Damniey Deeps’
the previous yeat: “such . . . s the eager desire to make a good score,
and such s the rivalry between competing divers . . . that risks are
rashly encountered and precautions disregarded’.’™*

Shiba also makes the observation that the prowess of the
Jupanese in the water wag nothing new, It had surpnised the Chinese
Trom very eatly times. The Gishi Wayin Den compiled in China in the
third century records how the Jupanese gathered fish and clams under
water and how, while ¢ngaged in this activity, they tattoosd therr
faces and bodies 1o scure away large predators, ™

Iwasaki in his ficld research in Wakayama prefecture in 1936
stressed the valuc of improvements to local property that had been
financed from overseas earnings. In particular he noted how the
cluster of paar bark-raofed dwellings built bow for proteclion against
the wind, which had constituied Shionomisaki had been replaced by
imposing tiled houses surrounded by high stone walls. He also noted
that foreign clothing, loreign habits (for example, punctuality) and



foreign words (like the Auvstralian “tucker’) had come into daily
use. " Similarly when Father Cairns, an Australian priest, was
posted to that district as = missionary in the early 19605 he was
surprised to find thut the people were great bread caters and that
some of them put milk in their lea. At thal time the Frst was unusial
outside the big cilies. The second remains unusual today anywhere
else in Japan, Much ol this must have been the result of the Australian
connection. In that distriet {Mishimuro-gun) emigration (0 Australia
began belore emigration 1o MWorth America and even as late as 1940
the number of menfolk absent in Australiz and the Arafura Sea (535)
was 4 ¢lose second to the number absent in the United Stales (666),'%

x

An carly Japanese grave al Thursday Island —Chine Risuke and Chino
Matsunosuke, Thursday Island (died [9 April 1588 and 25 July 1894}

A price was paid for Whis prosperity. o the Japanese comeiery at
Broome there are 788 tombstones still standing. On these, 1002
names are suill legible. In the case of 4110, The person's age is given. The
distribution of the ages is sighificant: aged 20-29, 47,1 per cent. aged
30-19, 28.3 per cent; aged 4049, 10.7 per cent; aged £0 and over 5.6
per cenl; under 20 vears, 3.3 per cent: aged 50 59, 2.9 per cend. The
pattern is the same with the 362 Japanese lombstoncs sull standing at
Thursday Lsland. On 150 of these the ages are given. The disiribution
1s; aged 20-29, 52.0 per cent, aged -39, 28.6 per cend; aged 4049,
7.3 per cent: under 20 years, 5.3 per cent, aged 50-59, 4.0 per cent,
aged 60 and over 2.6 per ceni.'* We know from the evidence

tendered to the Bamford Commission that, ai Thursday lsland
during 1911, ol the 172 Japanese holding diving lieences 19 (1) per
cent) died either from paralysis or in the diving suit.'®* Two years
later there were fourteen such deaths among the Japanese at
Broome.™ The age distribulion of the tombstones that we have
given suggests that a large proportion of the deaths at both places
continied to be of this nature, The ineligibility of the dead men'g
dependants to receive compensation under the Statc'®? workers
compensation acts continued throughout the history of the industry,
In Queensland a Japancse who was injured was entitled the same
compensalion as other workers but, o the case ef death, com-
pensalion was payable only io dependants resident in Australia. """ In
Western Australia the Workers Compensation Act was deliberately
draited Lo exciude compensaltion either for death or injury suffered by
indentured labour in this indusiry. The Western Australian Governs
ment sought 19 justify this policy as lollows:

“The insurence of indentured labour would mean a heavy burden on Lhe

Peadling 1nduairy which burden win non war maed when the standard of living

of thews men was taken mlo socount and conirusted wilh the benefits of the
Workers Compe nsation Aet’. "%

Both in the negotiations with Sir John Latham's goed-will mission in
Tokyo in 1934788 3nd in the trade treaty negotiations with Sir Henry
Guliett in Canberra in 1935 the Japanese Government soughl,
unsuccessfully, to secure compensation for injury or death equal to
that given to Australian workers.

The names on the graves do not, of coursc, give the complete
dealh roll. In the cemeterics the regisiers have been losl. Some of the
tombstones have been broken ar have otherwise became illegible,
Ofien there was never more than a wooden post with the name
painted on it and these did not survive the ravages of time. Althiough
there is a moenument bearing the names of the Japanese who perished
in the three greal cyclones in Western Australia—26 April 1908
(thigty-four} 19 Nevember 1910 (seventy-six) and 26 and 27 March
19335 (sixty, of whom stventeen were from the same town, Taiji'¥ in
Wakayama prefecture) there is none for the seventy-six Japanese who
penished near Cape Melville in the Queensland cyclone of 4 and §
March 1899, There were other cemeteries. For examgple, Kybhara
Shiiji has recently established that, over the vears 1896 10 1913,
sovenlean Japanese divers were buried at Darnley island.’® Therce
must 250 be many like ‘Satare’ of Yokohama {who according to the
Register of Deaths fur the Broome disirict died of paralysis on 16
November 1897 and was buricd at Whistler's Creek. Admiral Bay)
resting close Lo where they died, far from human habitation.

Although a Medical Officer was appointed at Thursday Island in
184 (a year after Marks’ visit), disease continued 1o take its toll, as it
had ameng Captain Miller's onginal “indents’. For cxample, five
Japanese died there of malaria in 189492 and, of the lorty-one in the
pearling fleets who dicd in the 1910- 1] dysentery epidemic, twenty-
six were Japanese. ' Beri-beri remained & serions problem until well
mio the 1920s. [n 1924, among the 434 Japanese engaped on the
luggers in Torres Sarait, forty-four were suffering from it " One of
the difficulties in combaling it was the Japanese aitachment (o
unpolished rice. In 1925, a former head of the Queensland Health
Commission took advantage of a visit to Tokyo to seek the advice of
Japanese nutritional experts on emending the ration scale 10 replace a
proportion of the rice with other readily available Japanese
loodstuffs. '** This carly example of Australizn-Japanese scientific
co-operation appears to have been very successiul—by 1933 the total
among all races suffering lrom beri-beri had fallen to six, 1%

Same of the deaths were homicide. The Gamecoek was nol the last
lugger whose decks ran with bloed. On 30 Cetober 1899 a diver,
Andd Taiji, of Ofva prefeciure, was murdered by Petrodelo Cruz
aboard the brigantine, Ethel, in Western Ausiralia.’*” in May 1593
Yamazaki Kamematsu and Hagimoto Sanzo (beth from Shionom-
isaki) were murdered on the Miranda when four Aboriginals armed
with tomahawks boarded her in search of plunder as she lay alanchor
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near Cape Melville. They did not die unavenged. A party of pelice
was 2l to investigate and, in the words of the Sub-Inspector who
commanded it, *we discovered the tribe of blacks thal committed the
murder and punished them accordingly."'** Murks. in his desparch to
Tokyo an the subject, asked the Vice-Mimisier not to embarass the
Queensiand Government by askinp for further details and gave his
wwn inerpretalion of the Sub-Inspectar’s report:

“The modde of dealing witk these peopde i3 1o fallow shem up by armed horsg-
olics and shoot them atanee, otherwise they escupe tothe moun Lains. itisvery
hificult 1o capiure them alive or even Lo wennd, Aoy particular ooe. So
therefare ihe tribwe is rranished lor the wrong domng of 3is members, They cannot
be caught and icied like ordinacy cruninals 7199

Better knewn are the anacks on the Japanese crews of Ausiralisn
luggers in the Nonhern Territory, Early in 1923 Caplain H.
Edwards sent two of his trepang legpers 1o Caledon Bay with three
Japancse and two Aboriginals aboard cach. Some days after landing
they were attacked by local natives. Two Japanese and one of their
Aboriginal crewmen were killed. The others munaged (o escape in Lhe
dinghy 1o Groote Eylandt. about 136 km. distant,*®* On 20 July 1931
Magata and two ofher Japancse from Vicior Clark’s lugger, Ouida,
were murdered al Port Keais (Treachery Bay).’"? In 1932 it was
Caledon Bay pnce again. The crews of ¥, R. Keppert's luggers,
Afprefe Ofpa and Faff were attacked by the Balamumu tribe while
curing trepang ashore. They were very unwise (o have landed
there, The wibe already had 1wenty-one koown murders Lo its credit
and, largely for this reason, the area had been gazerted an Abariginal
reserve inte which entry was prohibited wilhout a licence. Five of the
sit  Japanese—Kimishima., Tanaka, Inamon, Shibasaki and
Higashi—were killed. Therc was sume evidence that they may have
provoked the attack by beating some of the titbe, who were providing
labour in retorn far rations. Cne of (ke Japanese, Kinjo, escaped and
with six Aboriginal members of the crews walked 185 miles to the
mission at Millingimbi. 22

Kawano Yoroiwhi of Fekuoka prefecture and Kusano Son-
osuke of Nagasaki prefecture died of head wounds in the batde
between the Japanese and the Timorese at Broome in December
1920.% Japanese were involved in a number of scrious milées with
other races in the prarling (owns: with Malays ai Darwin {Decembet
1£95)294, Broome (Decernber 1907)1%, Thursday 1sland {May 1912}
and Pori Hedland {September 19199°°%, with Timeorese al Broome
(Deccmber 191404, and with Papuaes at Badu Island (September
1913).

That it was only in the 1920 clash that lives were lost {twa
Japanese and one Timorcse) speaks well both for the skill and
courage of the very small police detachments i these outlying
districts and for the authotity and restraint of the leaders of each
racial group. The causes of these oulbreaks have yet 1o be stodied.
The Broome pearder, A. C. Gregory, in his report 1o the Navy Office
after the 1924 riot gave the following explanation of its arigin:

‘Practically all the pearing crews were o Broome, il being the la" WY SEARA
The origin af the troubl his ot yet been thrasted oul, but it is fairly eertain
thal a section of 1he Timarese had a grievare ayainstihe ial:\ancsc for thawr il
yreatment on Uhe pearling grounds dunmg the last pearhng season, They
commeced proceedings ol aﬁom %30 pm. by raiding 4 @ a1 e souch end
of the town looking [or a certain Japareyw: 1ender whom they corsikered hagd
catved he death of one of ther number during the workimg scason . * 3%

Elaborating on the ill-treattient received by the Timorese while at
sea, he remarked that they "cannal de the amount of work that the
average Jap can, and on beats that do not carry a white man they
frequendly get knocked about’, Gregory had a Japanese pariner and,
among the Broome pearlers, was the last man one could <all anti-
Japanesc. His explanation may eventwally he found 10 b a
reasonable hypothesis 1o acuount for the other racial clashes in the
pearling bowns that we have listed. In  lugger with a mized crew. the
minority races could, while atsea, do little but grin and bear it. Their
only chance to seutle the scorc wuas ashore, where there wore
oppotiunities— with the heip of their compatriots—to altack an

Page Tweaty Gurensland Horitage

cncmy when he was temporarily separated from his fellows. This
cxplanation appears to fit the 1912 clash between Malays and
Japancse al Thursday Tsland, which immediately followed the killing
of 1 Malay, Lowe Bongoe, by a Tapanese aboard the lugger, Freya,?™?
Little has heen discovered aboul the clash between the Japanese and
the Papuans in September 1918.21° Alchough unconnected with thal
particular incident, there are scattered pieces of evidence of ill-
(reatment ol Papuan members of uggers’ crews. In 1907 when three
Japanese werc charged with the murder of Guari on Burns, Philp and
Cempany's lugger, Teazer, near Booby Island, & Queensland jury
woveped the argument of the defepce counsel thal Guan had been
1aken by a shark. There are, however, people siillliving in Wakayama
prefecture who believe that he was beaten to dealh for stealing the
salted fish for the next day's meal.?*? In November 1908 a jury at
Townsville found Hamaguchi Muramatsu guitty of the manslaughter
of the Papoan, Matwabu, aboard the trepaog lugger Kaipunar in
walters off the Barrier Reef ?1? Qld-timers im Wakayama prefecture
also say that when Burns Philp and Company's Iregarlg lugyer,
Reckion, was wrecked on the Barvier Reel on 4 April 1921, the nine
Japanese members of Lhe crew made off in the only dinghy leaving
two Papuans to drown. 214

%o far, us cvidence of the price paid by the Japanese for whatever
gaing they won from their employment in the industry, we have
comsidered only demh. There were, however, hardships which,
though they did not result in death, were nevertheless grievous
enough.

The Bamford Comirussion saw the diver who survived as likely
to become practically a physical wreck—a burden upon his friends or
upon the commanity. This was the fate that eventually overiook
Furuta Otomatsu, In 1914, a0 the age of twenty, he performed a
memorable {eal of courage and endurance. When the lugger, Vida,
capsized and sank near Travers Island?'* he and another member ol
the crew managed to tread water until the corrent depasited them
after exghreen howrs on an uminhabited island. They survived by cating
nauve plants and were rescued by islanders a week lawr. Furuta
continmeed i3 the industry and became a diver. He suffered paralysis
twige 2" He died in his home village, Oshima, in 1978, an ald man
much respected for s kindiiness and cheerfulness. Although both
Jegs were permanently affecred, he endeavoured (o make himsell
wselul up 1o the end by helping his son's widow with the cooking. '™

Ameong the hardships sufered by the Japanese ‘indents’,
exploitation and ill-trcatment by their Australian employers was, as
we have seen, often alleped in the days of the Fearon-Low conlracts.
There are some indications that, al least in the years immediately
following, this did not gntirely dic oul.

Farexample. lrom a letter {tom Nonami o the Shipping Master
al Thursday Island dated 9 April 1892 i1 appears thal his cmployer
was rather like Dearsley Sahiban Kipling's The tncarnation af Krishna
Mudvarey. In the letter Nonami complamed that he had fosced him o
contribute £2 (ot which he had received no receipt) for a Sydney
sweepstake and £3 for 2 rafile of a billiard-table that had noutaken
place 21#

 In 1891 the Crown Law autherilies in Western Australia look a
serious view ol the complaints of Nagano Chotard and Kato
Sadakichi, who had been recruited at Singapore by the Australian
pearling firm, James Clark and Company. in July 1830. At Broome
the follewing month these men were taken to court by Clark's
manager, Captain Coventry, and sentenced to twelve wocks im-
prisoument under the Merchan: Shipping Act Tor refusing duky. At
the end of their sentence they refused 1o return 1o Lhe lugger and were
again charged with refusing duty and sentenced to imprisenment.
This was duly tepeated at the end of cach subsequent senience. At the
filth of these uriuls (a1 Derby on 18 June 1291) they corplained of ill-
usage by their employer and, on Ihe advice of the Resident
Magistraie, put theit grievance in writing. They claimed that they
origimally refused duty because the rations werc insufficient and that



they were then strung up by the thumbs. with their toes barcly
tauching the ground, for four days. | his writien report the Resident
Magisirate commented that the fact that the twir men preferrcd
continual Imprisonment (@ returning Lo work and were quigt and
hard-working in prison tended 1 conlirm their siory. The Crown
Soliciwor urged that vhe men should be released:

Lol seems 10 me a most estranrdifanydF way of domg usiice betwaen
employer and employed and iT e mangistrate will iake my adwice he wall dismss
the mext charge thial is Jaid againss these men. [ appears W me that ey Dase

racticaliy been pumshed five Times for the same oftence. . Fancy | Smomhs
wr veTwsing 10 wrk. 3 men: bresch of camiract. | hink rhe Crovernor should be
ashod 2o discharge the men’.

The Governor was so advised and the men were released on 4
September. Kato by 1his time had had vnough and promptly left the
district. Magana remained and wus duly charged wgain on 27
QOclober. Although this time the Resident Mugistrate merely imposed
a bond of £200 this brought a sharp reproot Irom Lhe Attorney-
Cieneral who drew his aention 1o the fact that Section 1539 of the
Merchant Shipping Aer required the mageer of The vessel to prove that
the accused bad been properky signed on in the presence of the locu
shipping-master and asked lor an explanation why the Restdent
Magistrate had failed either to charge the master of the vesscl with
assault or o cause the Sub-Collector of Customs to ¢conduct an
inquiry with a view to revoking his tickel on the ground of tyrannows
behaviour =

On 17 February 1905 the lapanese Consul in Townsville
addressed the following complaint to the Weslern Australian
Culonial Secretary:

1 kave the konout o address vou seepecting 1he Japanese subjects, most ol
whom cmplayed By the Pearl Shelling companics in Braom and Cossack. |
Teceived vy repur s of complaints (romothe keadimg Japanes residends in the
said distrwcls and alsa i Bocbourne, 1he waon poomes of which are 3 1pllow
Cignerally e Lapanese people ane wol treated fuirly by the prople moshes
Ietalities, expecially by their employers, and as there are no profectoss of the
Tapanese labouiers they aie olen trealed e very croel manner e an wiimal
and compelled oftzn 1o work vvenime withoul exirs pay As the whole of the
dzpanese are unable 10 speak English, several misunderstandings and dispoles
are ol frequent berween th pl and enopl oy es and some s erg
sent back to Bingapore o7 other places while others wete emprisoned For twa ot
thtee months, . . Thrawghothe Mraud and decein on the parl of the cmp!oyers
some Japanese were com pel led Lo contmue thein servece aath we wiges lor g yéa
after the eapiranon of their agreement .. 0.

Insofar as the Consub gave only one example in support of these
allegations, one suspects that much of the information that he had
received was mere rumour 2od gossip and that il was theretore as
craggerated and one-sided as such material tends 1o be. Be this av i
may. (he report of the Resident Magistrate at Rosbourne on the case
cited by the vonsul, Shotere’™' v, Dennis, indicates an appalling
situation at Cossack, where an employer, with almost vnbelivvablu
elltontery, in defiance of a coun order, had linle dificulty
manmipulating the Sub-Collector of Customs and a Justice ol the
Prace 1o deprive a Japancse cmployes of his wages.

On 2§ November 1904 Frank Denus, the owner of the lugper,
Swalfow (then at anchor at Cossack), was served with a summons to
atiend Roshaurne Courthouse (some 12 ki, distant) to answer a
claim brought by Higashi for £50 duc to lioy as a diver on that vessel.
Higashi s out on toot for Rocbourne Lo confer with his lawyer
regarding the case. whereupon Dennis infurmed the police that Te
had deseried and a1 2,00 0. m. the following morning send the Swadow
(o sea. In the opinion of the Resident Magisirate, Dennis's intention
in sending the lugger to sta was o remove Higashi w prevent his
being able to prosecure his claim in court on the 3 November and
Higashi deserted because he had got wind of this. Such action by
Denis constiuled an offence wnder Section 211 of the Merchart
Shipping Act which required that when a seaman wished to make 1
complaint to a Justice of the Peace the Master of the vessel shoukd
permit him 1o po ashore,

The court at Rocbourne on 30 Kovember heurd Higushi's claim,
admitted several counterclaims by Dennis and disposed of 1he case
by wwarding Higashi £25 10s of the £50 he claimed, They also
awarded him £4 8s. 6d. costs, 1lennis wus ondered to pay the
£20 18s. Hd. within seven days.

On T December Dunms took Higashi 1 the Custonrs House at
Cossack ostensibly to reseive the £29 18s. 6d. On arrival there,
althaugh the terms of the otder of 3 November were that the muney
be paid inte court at Rocbourne, Lennis handed the cheque 1o the
SubsCollectot (F. Z. Brown) and himsell presenied counter-claims
additional 1o 1hosc that he had presented 1o the count on 30
Ngvember. Brown, thereupon, heard the counter-claims and admit-
ted them 1o the extent of £37 19s, Thus, instead of coming out the
Customs House with £29 12 6d., Higashi left it £8 6d. in debt!
Insofar as Secrion 1332} of the Myrchan: Siupping Act CPOwers
such officers 1o adjudicale wuges disputes only with the wrtien
consent of both parlies, Brown's action was patently illegal.

That night Higashi once more walked 25 km. o Lry and find out
from his solivitor whal was going on. The folowing day no sooner
had be arrived back al Cossack than he was arrested, Laken before &
{assack Justice of the Peace and senmenced to one month’s
imprisonment [or his ‘desertion’ of 29 Octobec!

A protest draflied by Higashi's solivitor was immediately
elegraphed to the authborities in Perth. A fonnight later. on 22
December, when Hipashi's seotence hiud sull seventeen days to tun,
the Mimster Tor Tustice called Tor & report, On 23 February, seven
weeks afrer Higashi bad completed his sentence. the report was
presented. On 23 March, the Consul was informed that "if Shotaro
Higashi's detention in gaol was illegal as suggested by the Resident
Magistrate, he had his proper remedy at law which he did net
ake.' " Higashi did, however, get some satsfaction. 1t seems that he
eventually received his £29 185, 6d.- in view of the fact that Dennis
had nod paid this imo court as ondered, a warrant of distiess was
issued far the seizure and sale of his schooner, Daiyy, 3¢

Some of the hardships were self-inficted, By no means all the
meney earned was remithed hanre. Gku Yuhito, who firsu went 1o
Brocime in 1920 and whose experience as a divercontinued there alier
World Wae I, is definite that only the divers and 1enders were able 10
save money and remit it home 2 There is Qrly general agreement
(hat gambling was a great problem.##' For example, Ishikawa
Shimped of Tzumo (whose fzther recroiled labour lor Hockings at
Thursday Island from abouwl 19023 considers that mosl of the men
fromn the viblage lost their money in this fashion. 225 Conversely some,
like Gion ot Taiji, made gambling their eccupation and, by the loak of
the houses they bnlt on their retwrn w fapan, did well cu of it
Another renowned gambler, Yagura Tardichi, of Kushimow did not
return. He died at Thursday Island in the dysientery epidemic in
L1911, The quabty of his grave—one of the best preserved in the
cemelery  atlests the exwnt of his winnings. In 1919 one Miyata
appears o have come Lo Broome solely for the purpose of milching
his compatriots of their carmimgs at the Chiisemas lay-up. Ta enter
Australia it was, of course, necessary For him o sign on as & member
of a lugger's crew. This he did on 19 Becember. He was so vseless
afloat that on 22 December his master discharged him and made
arrangenents for his epatriation on the next ship. By the lime the
ship sailed (10 Junuary). Mivata had already remilted 1w Japan
Winflings amounting 1o 100"

Anather cause of hardship was drink. Some of the Japanese
wauld have spent a lair amount of their pay on this. Referring 1 the
Japanese 10 the Northern Terntory, Sunter writes that “they -or
st of them. atany rate—imbnbe intoxicat g liquor lreely’. " He
was fuir coough alse to point ow that this was a habit well
represented among the other races. Lifc on the luggers would
cottainly generate 2 thirst and there would he little other epteriyin-
menl available at Jay-up time, Scativred evidence does survive of

Crrarvnslund Horitgge Fupe Tienis one



heavy drinking. For example. as we have alecady noted. one of the
ariginal group recruited by Captain Miller, died of alcohaolic
pomoning alter two years ar Thursday Island. **2 {n Broame in 1396
the beheading of Takishita and subsequent suicide of Nakashima
took place in the course of achild’s birthday parly wheo all the adulty
were under the mfAuence of liquor©** Similacly. at Broome m
February 1913 il was a8 a party on the foreshore after several hours
hard drinking that Nishimura was stabbed to death in the course ol a
dispute over how to sing a sohg, 1

Historical rescarch, of its very nature, has to rely chiefly on
writlen records. These end to record misiortunes—the deaths, the
crimes atd the disputes, The positive side of life s less documented.
Many Japanese found that emplovment by Australian pearlers suited
their needs better than life in Japan. This iz demaonstrated by the latge
number of men who re-engaged when their contracts expired and
whip, after retarning o Japan for a break, signed vp agam, It 15 also
demonstrated by the high proportion smonyg ilegal lnmigrants of
people who had served in the industty before®™! or who were close
relatives of people who had done so.*** Men from Thursday lsland
that one meels in Wakayama prefeciure woday look back with
considerable pleasare an the years spent there. There appears to be
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much more to this than the houses and parcels of land purchased wilh
the proceeds. Despite the numcrous strikes for higher wages {the
Tapanesc assimilated this element of Australian culture very rapidly
and effectively), there seem often to have been strong ties of affecuon
between the Japanese employee and the Australian employer. At
Sugami in 1973 Kosaka Seikichi spoke 1w me in warm lerms of the
kindness he received from the Jardine family for whom he had
warked in Torres Strait before World War L¥?* Bimilarly Ogawa
records how Hiramatsu Shimpachi, who was employed by Bums,
Philp and Company at Thursday Island m 1901, 1old him that the
fecal manager and his wile treated him like one ol their own
children 43 There was often mutual respect. When onc speaks to
Tormer pearlers and former divers it is inlerestimg o observe that
when each searches lor a word to describe the other race they oflen
come up with "honest'.
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Watanabe, p 197 & cbort artecle apy
1293 was even more encoucging.
From ¥ 30000 ¥ WHE eack w year.

Einihe Fubenrr Shomabrn on 19 A pril
g than enigriinls were sending home

Takizakl imerrogation cited in oendiole 3% Tamgeel and  Morishing
intemogaten cited o endnote 17

Twasadi. p. 123

Imierview by D, C. 5, Sissons with Hama, liwaki, Kishno, Hamagueh: Unajiz,
Takenaka Yusuichi, Ok Fujinosuks, end Vi Masae, al Miwasakj, 27
Decemier 1375

Examples iare Czaki Kaher whom Halwon: foiled m emtdnote 110 mentzons as
owring a lugger at Thursday bland v 1593 and Eding Tozakich: and Lo
Jinermon who were members of the Thuesday |shared syndicare tiad drew
Carbiae w Tatersall's 1890 Melbousae Cup sweep.

Hattari. p 14 106 pagsparty Jor Austraks were issued 1o ap[‘:‘lvjcants fram
Wakayama prefeciure in 1592 {lkemura, p. 3048 According 10 Waanabe ip.
196} mnety per cens of the §8%3 arrivaks were from that prefeciurs.

Evigence of W L Boore in Nakaiama v Booze, 2 October |585 cited in
endnate b

The infermatien shat dailows atwl shese groups s denved (rom the te af 2
contract signed in Wakayama pr re on 11 Bveemnbur TB9Z ceproduced 1n
Tullin Watanabe (pp. 197 200) ogelher wilh ks comments on

Irttn-tocitrakamn , Lopp. 32000 This also secmes 1o be indwated by the
tvidenie presented o the Hamileon Comncision (85,2, 1597, val 10, pp.
12735500 For esaneple at p. 31 (Question $0%) wranird testilies that the
Japanese who came 13 Thursday Tsland eanee 'by themselves' and nol ‘under
[T ] T

Masuda Sunpriric Maswda Mankichr. 19 March 1854, ¥.66 B 138, pp. 485 0

Queensfumd Heritage

&4

23

&

kY.
B,

Regaert ufa Cennanities Appomied by the Lord; Compissiomrs af the Admiraley
1 § wrsidler and Bepors upen e Conditiens gf Decp- Waser Divieg . (London,
1817}, p. 63

Taspeeies of Pearl-Shell Tiskeries, Report for the Season 14ES-59 (W A 8.4
CR0 240 59

“Tanaha aged ¥ died 26 Awgust 159 The death sz regisiered by Captiain E.
L. Parkes of the swhooner Bitlie on 22 July 1891, This may be the ‘Tanak '
whese womibstone (26 June 1390 surveves inthe Cosack vemetery

See note on CEiver's Paralysis™ sent [tom Admaralty Gull, Western Anstrala
by [ W, Bagserl-Smich (Swrgeon abeard HoML3, Pomguind, printed in Laneer, §
February 1892, pp. 309-14).

“Bepon of Uk Cuvermeens Resicdent s Thursday Island for 192 3, @ ¥
1494, wal. 1. p. %1 1. The details derived from the Somensel Register of Deaths
ane

Dauration

. Ve Place Apeand T eray =
fame Pate and Place  of Hunal  Harthplace Quuc::s)ia-:d
Numba, 11 March  Moromiachi  Thursday 27 T yeurs
Towokicht 1593 Diaraley Hsland Cisaka
Islund

Yoshioka 21 June Agny Thursday 27 13 monihs

LRel Bank: lsland Esland
Shimamole, M Juy Thursday 15
Cuomat 1892 [siard Kushimono
Makagaws, W Fmeraid Thursdny 28 I years
Toyokichi  Seplember Durniey Islund Lyanbarramura

[E2X] [sland Hiroshima

Hamadz T Oelober  Appirentiv dealh was non egstered.
k3

These cabeulatioms are vn the basss al'thy wages i the Miller and Feargn Los
contrasts. £2a ronth. Sinee il plover ded nea have 1o provide the passage,
#he wage socuipd wonld probably have been sbaut £2 Vs, Furthoreore, in 2
group af ten, after the Brst year at leas one couled be o) peeed 10 become 3 dier
L a month ples £ 1403 ten) and neminats one of s colleagucs as tender{€d a
rontkh. With wages of this order the rewrn to the lesshers in 1he contract oied
by Watunabe would be 41 per cent compound inferest tor a three-vear loan.

‘Repart of the Covernen! Resident al besday Lsland for 1892-3, QK F.
159, vol. 11 p 909 and likihars Koso o Mager of Koshimoto witien at
Thursday lsland i Febyuary 1993 Quoled lkemura, p. 574,

NALE TR po 34l

Professar ¥, Wakatsuks makes this poantin “Tanin Seisaky Hyakunenshi' fone
af the very few ireatments that huve heen wolen of the hestory of Japancse
emigration policy), fekerty Koreor, vol. 5, no. | {Januacy 1979), p, 48 See also
L U0 5 fussens, "The lmmigration Question w Austraian Lipiomanc

Relutions with Jupan presented at the 43rd ANZAAS Congress, Frshane,
1971 AN ms W2}

Syduey Murning Merotd. 30 Sepiembe: 15580_ p. &, cal. 2.
Flanipri. pp. 10 11,

Coun of Pelty Resswons, Thursday lsland, Lreposinon and Minue Book, 26
Dyecemaber 1RRR, p 193

The awtlper s mdebied 10 Me 5 Kyihara of the Shugyd KEG Gakka al
Shingu. Wakeyama prefeerure for this informanion.

Makagawa's asswiation with the Catholic Faith appears 1o haye been quite
avypieal The wnewers gven by the Thursday Tsland Japanese in the Quseenslane
rensus of 190] sugpesl thal ol Christian denomnations, the Chuch ot England
kad & virteal monopoiy.

Males Females

Beligious Dench mation

Pagan (and Mahomstar) 254 .
Chutch of Eagland 71 4
Wosleyumn 1 4
Qlhet Protestunts i} 0
Uther rehigiong 11+ 7

A cheok al the Re givin of Dreaths tor the Sommerser Dustrict up 1o LS9 jndisnes
that messt of the Japanese a1 Thurday Isiand, irrespective of whether or ne:
they were Christinny, had Church of England Furerals! {Perlaps this was
it luded 1n 1he wrderiaker's standard (ee?) The onby Japancee 1o be buried by
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The Catholic priest was Shime bersell. She was shiol by adiver named ¥ioiuke on
26 Oetober 1895 during a wisil tn Thuratay Islind to wind up the gaeae of
Makagawa whodisd in Japanon 12 December 1493 That Shirme was a Casholic
may probably be ainbuled o the [ that she came Itom Napgssak:, a
stronghold of fapanes Catholicism.

?wmsn’undor\ fi Dhevemiber 1590, p. 1060, cad 3,13 Decernber 1590, p. | L0, cal.

The information that fllow s was kindly provided oy M1 T Ogawa of Tanabe-
shin a lener dated 3 March 1974

Inteqeiw with Suzuk Sakuie, a; Jackeit's Rour-mli, Buinley, 27 June, 1954, 7
Powvember 1954,

Wanwnabe. pp. 195 &
Walanabe, p. 161,
Watanabe, pp. 204 7.

Covernment Resident. Thursday bslansd e Cilosril Seerelary. 2 Chanher 1842
D5 A TRE 102 °

Govermment Residenl, Thursday lshand do Colomal Secrewary, 11 Mosvember
1883 1Q.3.A. TRE. W)

Chiel Sevretiry Lo blonorany Japanese Consul. Meibourne, 21 Nosvember 1543
{054, TRE- D2

‘Repert of e Governmen Resident at Thursday Dsland S (092 37 ¢4
FES2, vol, 2. pp. 907 21 and Tkenuna, . 576

Governmenl Resident, Thurdaw bslaod 1o Coloniak Secretare. 12 July 1895
10.5.A. PREIDY),

‘Reporlal the Govertment Resident at Thussday Tsland G 1894 95 00 1 g,
1896, vol 1, pp. $01-11. Lot addmional evidence of the manrer in which the
supply of labrer from Japan adivsted bsell fo o fall oo the rane of wages at
Thursdiny 1sind vee Evblence of Forbes Hudsen v Hamadton Commision on
28 Apcil 1897 at po 11, Question 362, " Repurt lugether with Muutes of Evidence
ard Procecdings of the aws Repolating the Pearl-Shell and Béche-de-Mer
Ficheries in the Colony’, £ F.F 1897 ol 1L g 1273 LESO Cherrafier sied an
tive Hamilion {ommissian).

Viee-Minister 10 Coveraes, HyOge snd Wakayama prefeclures, Shinden 53,
15 July 134, X008, T8 p 659

For eaample, Pilot Culbivation Compary wr Coloma! Toeaswres, 4 13ecember
1593 ¢3.5.A. TRE. M.

Brashere Conecer, 17 November 493

‘Bear] Shell Stanstics. Thursday island. fer the Year |EES-6, Inclusie’
published as Appendix £ Lo Hamilion {omeissicn Reporn, @OF P 1EST, vel.
I 3 1331

Government Resulent, Thursday Ixland 1o Princpal Under Secretary, 1 July
1594 (D5 A PRE LOZ Col. Soc. 959195

4 P8 Bach, The Pearling Indusny of Ausicalia. As Accowar af 163 Socul acd
Eornomic Acivily (4 A CDEN, p. o)

Hamilten Commussion Repore, 0.0 F 1887, vol. 11, pp. LME, 1300,

“Prarl-Nhell ard Beche-de-Mer Frsliery et daeranren Ao oof TERE 063 Y
Mo 3G ol LXK, noy S5 2% Augues [E9%, g B8] 3

See for example the semarks of the Government Besident at Thursday Bhad as
egpoied in the Townsenle Daify Buflein, 20 December 1847

(ieensiand Paorltarreniary ebaees, vol, LXXK LIRS p. 1020,

@00, vol. LXK (1E4E), p. 1622

YogeMineter La Supeciniendent of Pulice and Prefeciural Cioverners, 9 Janc
LES?, WG H., W97 pp. 60F 5, Viec-Mmisler wo Superintendent ol Palice and

F | Croveinioes, 9 1897 LEM A FEIFI{ANL mucrokim
rec| Gad 4y

Tex al memorandum ta Employers ol Japanese Labour’ approved by
Cueenslan] Cabmel, 14 Avgunr 1E2E1Q 5 A PRETOZ2)

Minutes on appheations by Bowden Brothers. 20 Seprember 189800 5.4 551
an-letver 2395 of L395), awd 14 Aprit 1360 (0.8 & 531 in-letter I503 of 1EHN i
secralh crewmen in lapan.

Sato Torajre. the paignpal Japancse boatowner on Thursday iand e a letler
dated 19 Sepember 599, addressed jointly 1o the Proms Metile el Foeign
Menizler. <lamed thit serepiy-1aa edemured Flipinos swere landed on 26
Aupust LR and Fly-lws on 3 Seplember LB [JF.M A 18 131 4AN1
macrofilm el Ga978)] The stal:atics eollected by the Dashw sod Commession

121.

131

132
133,

135

13

13,
13k
139,

144,
141,
14z
143,

144,

145

48

139,

| 12 e e |l gresdier Wse was muLe of Puofic and Terres Strajl sshandere.
whise numbers un ‘.ﬁc shippang artwics rosc Jrom 210 and 150 i 198 1o M
and 230w 1901 ("Statissics of Pearl-Shell Fishesy on Tortes Soraits S years
1597 901", publisked 25 Appendin O to Reporl [of the| Peart-Shelling
indussry in Port Darwin and Nortkern Termmury by - Judge Dashwood 0
Frivied Paper i Presented 1o ithe Cammonveat:ki Farligment, 1901 02wl 1. p.

Ladn.

Lary Gueenstand . . Japanese . Consul, Townsvlle, 30cLober
|5HHL, 0 CAdmission of Jay FLICR N Nand [Further Correaporden
relunmg tob Retnm o an Address . . " @28 P L0 val. e pp [T140H 1L
vol W pp (1L40] 1.

Srateme m Showing tumvber of lapanese Inder ted furr, and Approved of, since
Eictober 1A {35 A4 FPRE- 1M

Appendis O o Dushwood Reportiaited m endnone 120}

Supreme Court. Townsville Registry, Liguidapon Fies 130, No. 8 [Q5.4
ST 1L Wiy

nules ef Evidence,

*Rowid Comprsaacen wd the Pearl Shelling Indusirs: (
Apperdices and Indiees’, O F P12 130 val B, pp, 593-505 thereslies oited as
Bl ©oermeL s10om “videnoy of Allee Hum, Seceetary, [hepari-
meng of Exwgrnal S8z, $ Augusl 1312 p. 38, Guestion 354,

Appendhx [T Bardned Cammission Minutes

‘Raturn of Celowred Stamen Engaged in the Pearling Tndusiy’, enctosed n
Latgrnal ANiirs mprorandum by AL Percrs, 12 Janwary 1915 [A A A
3, Xh360].

Bamlord Commussan Minules, Evidence of R H. Alien. Stapping Masoes at
Thursckay Ll 00 oy 1912 400, Cruesaion 936,

MNote an the file By E. Biawchelor] [0 Ocober 120 [AA. AD 14.2457).
Memorindom by F Rlatchelorl 2 Jamnry 1911 [A A AL 11.17516] This
was et o U Howse of Reprownlares by Fredenck Bamford on 26
October 1911 srimonucalth Purfameniary Debates, ol 011900 po 1867
Bemarks by the frewdent, Westera Awstrahan Prearlers Assocration at iLs
muching, 5 Sepiember 19130 Blesr Aavtraivan, 5 Sepember 1913, po Toanll B
Merte oty Siby by o Waichetori, 1 Apel 1911 (A, AL TLTTTERS)

Searcrary, Deparmmsenn ol Excrmal Afaics v Collectors of Customs. 11 June
Iy ARINEE

Sewretary. Royal Commassion Lo Secvetary, Depariment of Extepmal A i, 14
duly IS [A A A 3E-Z334]

Secretary, [eperment o Eatemal Alars to Sub-Collector of Cusioams,
Broeme, 22 Juiy 191204 &, AL 3823300

As lor endnote 131,
Aslorendeole |31,
ECWEN Bocili X

Pearl-Shellmy Jedustey Bepertand Hecommendaeons of{ihe Bamlord] Royal
Conmnizsion, € P, THE-15 e L7, vel ¥, [l R

A lor endmete 139,
A for endrone L%,
Hamlord Cammisson—Minutes, Quesuan 607,

Banefined Commssson--¥imuees, po 43, Gugstion o404,

Evidence of Secrclary. [Wesierr Australiang Fearkng Assocdion {S1anley
PI%{H_[,:' |3xr|.-u- bt Bamiord Commission. B Awsrafan, | My 1916, p. &,
cols 23

Pviderce al © R Advaander e ahe Bamioed Commiceinn, 8o Apsvation, 27
April 1#14. po 3, col 5 b

Evdemer of Pagent (endnone 1331, Alenander {eadpone 1da), Oh
Awstrtens, 2T April 1916} and Suuati { Fes dusiraicor, 29 Apr

uilames ¢ e
914

Peime Sfinisier 1o Promics, Westsrn Austraha, 22 Ociober 1915 [A.A. A
15-336)

danute by G F Pearce, 17 October 1925 upon A K. Pletwers] Pear
Tndusiry-—Indented Crews’, | FQiober 1923 [A A 41 35.2_‘_%6]. ] e

See furengmple pp. 3 4ol the sepon by AL C. Gregony [Liewenam, RAMR}
1o Secrebary, Savy Ofwe, T Januacy 1920 |4 A AL6D6 SC 181,

Oteecnsturid Heeltage Page Tuenty-fie



(18
L51.

15

(-3

1573,

3§

155,

L&l

142

163,

7.

168,
1849,

1M
172

Papge Twemip-2ix

A 24 961H.

Repant af e Marine Department for the yem 1909 207, Dueemaland
Parliamennory Fapees, 1920, %ol 1, |574]. Repoct of the Mariee Thepartment
Tou 1he Yeoa:r Endel M0th June, 19267 (8PP 1926 vl 11 p. 330

“Bepor of the Royal Commission Appointed Lo inguan
the Pearl-Sheli and Béche-de-Mer nd L .
Muckay Cormmmssion) p. 30, Question RE2, (PP, 1908, vol, 1, pp. 395- 796,
Ser also Lhe lelimony of E. Musre (g, 15, Question 428), K. O, Mackenzie (p.
116, Question ATL4) and J. Mitchell (p 92, Question 2516)

Evidence of 1. W. Tilley before the Bamiord Commission, Wes dwferafian. 19
April 19146, p. Togob 1.

Evidenve ot Inspector of Fishenes and Peasting, Bioome 1o vhe Bamford
Cammission, Wasr dusctrulivn, 19 April 1916, p. T, cal. |

Evidence of W. Banger ta ibe B d
13eop 7 0ol |

West duteralian, 19 Apnil

Ag Tor codnone §3% See also randun (foo weectary, Depariment of
External Allzirs, § March 1911 [AA AL TIITSTS]

Evidcn_ce afl B W Cleveland. Mackay Comgnigsion, g L Quegsiiun 4354 Suc
alsy ¢vidence of A. Swnclair, Bamlord Commussion  Manutes, p. 55, Cuestion
1362

Ag o gndne 74,

larerview of 19 lanuay 1974, A reporr of tlus anlervien is gven
Dshimota, . W4,

wf T. Kagh

pi. Maskuy Co Lp 81

Yovnsaki, p, |2d.
Evudoims of W Noetke, Dashwoad Commission, p. B4, Question 2090,

“Repord of the Government Resident ot Tharsday [slamd for |893 %5 (R P2,
18, vol. L p 503, Captain Mackay's more colaorful pecture of other Japanese
wying bo pul on the dead man's dress as soon as he was beought o 1he surface
(see Bamlard Commitet— Mingies, Quastion 4783, sheuld. perhaps
treated wilh some neserve bl appears to be relving on the evidenoe of H. A
Colls (Questian 3171 As s employer had noven uséd Bapanese divers
tMackay Camnigsivn, Cruestion 3838). thiy vould not have happered on any
bt on whwh Collis hamself was working. His memory puay have been
WRRCOLrACe it was ning yeans sinee he il beee o diver, A more 1y pical response
apptars 10 have been that described by W. M. Havme 1o the Baminrd
Commugsion ((uestion 1553k all the boals carry a Japanese Alag, and when
For instance, a Japanesa diver dies. Lhe flag is bossted half-masi. We all know
what thar signal means”.

Bt of & Lommiee Appeisted By the ... Admirairy ..
0 Deep-Worer Drvng, ppr. 64 6

- npee e Cewtelivenns

Repent and  Recommendations of the Bamiord Commission, ©F.F,
1914 B5- 16 17 vol ¥, p. 835, andesidencre af AL €. Gregon, West du s,
5 May 1916, p. 7, o0l 9

Bamlard Commision—Mioutes, Questions 1335 T Hamillon Commisseen,
Question §1%; Mackay Commission, Question 2265

“Repan of 1he Ciovernment fesident an Thursdey Tslund for 1892 3, (L F.F.
1894, vol 11, p 211

Hamubton Commission, p. ke and Questien 841
Bumlord Commission.  Minues, Questions 1335 7
Mackay Commission, Guestion 22E1

Mavkay Commission, Question 22678

To the three white ten mentioned by Donglas in s “Report of the Govern-
ment Resident at Thursdiy lsland for 189458, G PP, 1836, vol I, p.
S5 —H. Allen id. |5 May 1393), W, Mupplebeck {d. 2 July |835), E. Bulfer td.
T Seplember [893), one can add A, Bckiund ia Swede)id. 24 5o rember 1490
11 is alss probable than ). Jowee |of Morfolk Islaodp {d. 30 April T3 was
preponderunily Capcasian (see endnote 1670,

West Austraingn, 15 June 1912, According to the Hatdane tables the stages
should have been at 30 FL, 3 minuses; al 2000, 10 roomules; @b k015, 18 minwtes.

Bamlacd Commisston, Evdence of A O, Gregory, Banr dwsfrafiue, 3 May
E918,

Yreonsland Hertinge

135,

176,

177,
17§,
175
150,
LB
| k2.
IE3.
L54.

LB5.

136

157,

158,

185,

2]

192
193,
144,
194,
106,

197,
195

200,

20,

As lor endnate 3. Particulars are

Datg of

Name Birh Employer o) :"w“
Fsbund
Hama 1847 W . {n (Hurns 1913
Phalp & Lo )
Fwak 1409 Faryuleer & Co 192
Eashing 19407 Hernessy & Co. 1922
Haraguch Unaojire 1411 Burns. Fhilp & Ca. 1927
Takonaka Yaswehe T941% Rurns, Philp & Co, 1527
Oku Fujinosubi L] l‘)?g
¥asui Masaa 1914 W33

Wil
Thilp& Ca '}

Bamiord Commission, testimony of ) Challoner and ). Olion, Hegr
Awsiradigr, 27 Aprib 1916, 19 April 1916, See also Bamford Commission—
inutes. evidence of T_ ). Fargubar, 14 May 1712, Guestions 13624,

Beisarsu Biotgei Shunjn. Mo, 137 (Aupgust 19760, p 63,
As for gngdrote 167,

Shiba. p 28

bwasaki. pp 11313

Themura, p. | WG

Chshantales. pp. 103 3

‘Canises of Preathe of Coloured Seamen Engaged in the Peailig lndustey rom
140 Jahwary, 1910, to J0th June, 1912° published a5 Appendix L wo Bamiord
Commission—Minutes.

‘Retvnas . .. 'on the) Pearling Indusity, Broome, Western Awsimalia’, O P8,
1913, val. W, pp. [§71 6]

Apparently under the Commuoweal th Workakn's Compensation Ordinange
ol the Xonhern Terstory Japanese employed i the industry at Darvdn were
covered in the same manngr 35 Ausiraban warkers {Seererary, Department of
the Intenior 1o Secrctary, Prime Mnister™s Deparment, 26 Semember 193
[A.A&, 951, Far East 5 Par LA]).

Fromeer, Gupenwsiand 1o Prone Munistes, E Novenber 1954 [A A P41 FarEast §
Part i6].

Acting Premuer, Weslern Awstraha 1o Prime Mimster, | Docamber 1934 |4 A,
CP 32T Folder 4 Rundle 17500, 14,

Auvstralian Eastern Mivnon: Reporl on Trade between Ausiraliv and Japan, M1
July 1934, p. 16 [A A ABR! Far Easu S Fan 16

Drespatch Trom Minscer for Foregn Affains o Japanese Consul-General,

Sydney, Tsw 1 Kimitsn No. 38, M Cenober 1934, Tolegram [rom Japanese
Coms eneral, Sydney Lo Minister for Foreign Afairs, Kasho no 26, 21
February 1935 [JMFA. 8200 LRI, vols. 5-& [ANL microfilm reel

Gl 165),

E. Haumpariaka, *Ragion Hawen nn Temboa, Pany 3% Geibo: Tadimech? Kominkan-
ho, L1976

KyGhara 10 Sizsons. 26 July 1976,

Sonier a6t Regaster of Dheaths,

As Tor endaote |83

E VLN -

At M98 937,04

AA IR TN

Regmaber of Theuths, Broome. Mo, Mol 19400,

Sube-lnspectur of Pule, Melver e Inspeclor of Police, Cooklown, T Octaber
1892 fiied with Hanorary Japanese Congyl, Melbourne to Chiel Seeretary, 25
Movember [B93 1G5 AL OCHLATSS indetter 14020 of 1893]. Cher papers
relatng to thes incidens are Bled wuh the i cler.

Honorary Japacoe Cunse! Melbowmne to Vice-Minister, o, 11, 14 Murch
1899 DM F A 425014 ANL microfilm G16166).

AA ALS2 53104 Seg alse G H. Sunler, Adventures of @ Trepung Fiaker . od
Narhern Awsiralia {London, 1937). pp. 167 4. )

AAASG L300
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AAL ASTZ 350540, AR ALTE 47,1334,

Japunese Kociery, Brodrne o Japanese Cansai-General. Sydnes, # lenuary
1920 3. F A 325168 (ANL meerofilm Teel Crl6166).

Murthern Tervitory Temes and Gazeve, 20 December 1395; 27 Becember 1895
A {Melbourne OFive) MPE4 1577, 5,5

AAL MG C18.1.

WoAS A Police OO na Tl " 1%14,

Ah M6 SO CLE,

Sub-Tnspectn of Police, Thursday slamd Lo Inspector of Folice, Cairne. 20
May 1712154, Polze 07 .

quotes Lhe diacy ol un eve-wilness, Takimozo kan Jor 23

and | Gereber 1913 (7). Accarding ta Tukimoto the i nodent began 10 the lugger
‘Kyatton” [Japanese phonetic speling] and, as a result, the fane's Lapanese
dwvee was in danger of bring prosecuted ad deported. I the year of the diary
eniry is 1519, then chis coubd be the incident reterred (0 in Sab-Distrey ™ aval
Officer, Thursday Jsland to Maval Beard, 19 Febrwary [920[A A A1 I 2336

T. Ogawa, Arafure-Ra: no Skinju i Lokyo: Miyuki Shuppan, Y976 at pp, 55-5)
2% Sep T

Ogawa. p. 197 For o newspaper acoount af thee tnal see Broshare £ oneer, 20
Movember 1907, 7] Mavernber 1907,

Brivhane Courive, 30O luber LI,

Organea, o 122 The Japanesy vame ashors a0 Manileld Fland couth of Pon
Chnen). There they split inlo 1w o groups: ane arrved at the lighth ouse an Piee
fsler in the dinghy an Aprily the other reached eivibzneon a1 Raspberry
Creek an 27 Aprl after havig walked overland for ten days e Menming Bullersi,
22 Apnh 19207 May 1921 17 May 1921 and Capricersion, 28 May 19210, The
tac: thal the siorics grven by whe two groups of survivars regarding the fave of
e isbimnbdars dee o gt Lally geves addional weight 1o Ogawa’s accoum

Irequest Bo. 346 of 1974 0.5, A, JUS NESTL
Cigawa, pp. 114 8

Ogawa to Sissans, 1% Sepiember 1974,

5 A TRE I

2z,

o

31

114

It would appsar thal the Crowe Solicaur was here wung the ward
'cxtramdmal?:.ﬁ'.u ean owlragruus’ rather than funusualt A Thursday
Jstapd. Sana. engaged on 24 Jume 1884 on a threg vears’ conhiact, and deiered
on 3 November 1984, was sendancerd bo [our weeks gael. He refused w reluc (o
duly mkd o § Drecember 1534 way senenced Lo eight weeks paol. ©n 2t lanuary
1855 e wis agan claraed by the same emplay er for relusng i rel 2 anéi Wiy
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