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In 2017, China’s growing culture
of philanthropy made news in Australia. In February, Alibaba founder,
Jack Ma 马云, donated AU$26.4 million
to the University of Newcastle. Made
through his foundation to honour a
Novacastrian friend and mentor, Ma’s
donation will support up to ninety
poor and Indigenous students a year.
The wealthy Chinese-Australians Dr
Chau Chak Wing 周泽荣 and Huang
Xiangmo 黄向墨 also attracted attention for their donations to educational institutions, political parties, and
politicians. Media reports expressed
concern at the extent to which Chau
and Huang are affiliated with the CCP
and speculated at their motivations,
although both have denied they are
acting on behalf of the CCP. As China’s
philanthropists become more active at
home and abroad, the extent to which
they can navigate the political goals
and regulatory environment of the
state will have an impact on the flow
of donations in societies worldwide.

Wang Bing, one of China’s ‘most influential’
philanthropists
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