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INTRODUCTION

In the Yearbook, we use traditional characters when writing about classical texts and etymology,
as well as Taiwan and Hong Kong (where they are used). Elsewhere we use simplified charac-
ters.

FORUM — Illusions and Transformations: The Many Meanings of Meng %

From the Land of Illusion to the Paradise of Truth

For more information on College Daily, see Jeremy Goldkorn, ‘College Daily: Misleading Chinese
students in the US since 2014’, SupChina, 21 August 2019, online at: supchina.com/2019/08/21/

college-daily-misleading-chinese-students-in-the-u-s-since-2014
Han Zhang, ‘The “post-truth” publication where Chinese students in America get their news’,

The New Yorker, 19 August 2019, online at: www.newyorker.com/culture/culture-desk/the-
post-truth-publication-where-chinese-students-in-america-get-their-news

David Hawkes, The Golden Days: The Story of the Stone. Volume I, London: Penguin Books, 1973,
p.130.
My translation.

John Minford, The Dreamer Wakes: The Story of the Stone. Volume V, London: Penguin Books,
1986, p.285.

CHAPTER 1 — A Dream of Perpetual Rule

XiJinping 3] i -F, ‘A speech in celebration of the seventieth anniversary of the People’s Republic
of China’ /& K #LF 4 A R 4= B R 2708 F X4 L4 #HE, Xinhua News, 1 October 2019, online at:
www.xinhuanet.com/politics/2019-10/01/c_1125065799.htm

On party tifa, see Michael Schoenhals, ‘Proscription and Prescription of Political Terminology
by the Central Authorities, 1949-1989’, in Chun-Chieh Huang and Erik Ziircher eds, Norms and
the State in China, Leiden: E.]. Brill, 1993, pp.337-358.

Alexei Yurchak, Everything Was Forever, Until It Was No More: The Last Soviet Generation,
Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 2005, p.50.
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271 5 Xi’s paraphrase of Gorbachev’s remarks is inaccurate. For a summary of Gorbachev’s speech at
the 25 July 1991 plenary session of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of the Soviet
Union, see Michael Parks, ‘Gorbachev urges party to abandon Marxist ideology’, Los Angeles
Times, 26 July 1991, online at: www.latimes.com/archives/la-xpm-1991-07-26-mn-229-story.
html
6 ‘Our revolutionary ideals are higher than heaven’ ¥ & #2# 3 T X, Seeking Truth %%, No.21, 1

November 2013, online at: www.gstheory.cn/zxdk/2013/201321/201310/t20131030_284176.
htm

7 Geremie R. Barmé and Michael Szonyi, ‘Chinese history in the era of the China Dream’, in
Michael Szonyi ed., A Companion to Chinese History, Chichester, UK: John Wiley & Sons, 2017,
p.68.

8 People’s Daily AK B3k, Xi Jinping discusses the China Dream: Hard work can make dreams
come true’ JE-FHNRTEF: £F4iFERLA, Xinhua Newspaper Network, 29 November
2019, online at: www.xhby.net/tuijian/201911/t20191129 6424690.shtml

9 Gil Hizi, ‘Speaking the China Dream: Self-Realization and Nationalism in China’s Public-Speak-

ing Shows’, Continuum, Vol.33, No.1 (2019): 37-50, at p.40.

Comment by ‘When you hear the wind it must be rain’ %7 X#.% @ on ‘China Dream, My Dream’ ¥

& 4, %49 %, Bilibili.com, 30 November 2017, online at: www.bilibili.com/video/av16796161/.

The quotation is a meme from the mid 2010s.
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Comment by ‘Idle and superfluous salty fish® XA X % 4% &, on ‘China Dream, My Dream’
¥ B 4, 449 4, Bilibili.com, 30 November 2017, online at: www.bilibili.com/video/av16796161/
Hizi, ‘Speaking the China Dream’, pp.43-44.

Huanyanshe #7154+, ‘Has Marx crossed over into anime? The Leader shows you how to appreci-
ate Marxism in cartoon form’ & £ & F 4=k 4? (AARA) F kA% a3 295 %8 £ L, Bilibili.
com, 20 December 2018, online at: www.bilibili.com/read/cv1734554/

14 Wan Jixuan % %%, Jiang Zhengxiang #% £ #, and Wu Congcong # 4 X, ‘Reinvent and broadcast
Marxism as widely as possible, bring Marx and “Generation Z” together’ £1#7 % & & £ Uk &1L
1%, iL D %% 574K 48 18, Guangming Daily, 29 January 2019, online at: theory.gmw.cn/2019-
01/29/content_32430697.htm

Qian Zhecheng, ‘Anime series on Karl Marx debuts to mixed reviews’, Sixth Tone, 30 January
2019, online at: www.sixthtone.com/news/1003508/anime-series-on-karl-marx-debuts-to-
mixed-reviews

Sixth Tone, ‘About us’, n.d., online at: www.sixthtone.com/about-us

David Bandurski, ‘Reading The Paper’, [China Media Project], Medium, 7 July 2016, online at:
medium.com/china-media-project/reading-the-paper-d15ec241652f

Quoted in Wan et al., ‘Reinvent and broadcast Marxism as widely as possible’.
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XiJinping, ‘A speech in commemoration of the 100th anniversary of the May Fourth Movement’
F & Az #1008 4 X4 L6, Xinhua, 30 April 2019, online at: www.xinhuanet.com/
politics/leaders/2019-04/30/c_1124440193.htm. All subsequent quotations from Xi’s speech
have been taken from this source.
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Yurchak, Everything Was Forever, Until It Was No More, p.1.
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Lu Xun, Selected Works. Volume 1, Translated by Yang Xianyi and Gladys Yang, Beijing: Foreign
Languages Press, 1980, p.37.
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FORUM — Enforcing the Dream
Xi Jinping's War on ‘Black and Evil’

China News Network, ‘Anti-Crime Office: As of the end of March, 14,226 criminal and black
crime cases were prosecuted nationwide’, Xinhua, 9 April 2019, online at: www.xinhuanet.
com/2019-04/09/c_1124343704.htm

Ben Hillman, Patronage and Power: Local State Networks and Party-state Resilience in Rural
China, Stanford, CA: Stanford University Press, 2014.

Since dynastic times, Chinese rulers have rotated local officials between areas to prevent them
from becoming personally connected to local elite networks and forming their own local power
bases. The Chinese Communist Party continues this practice to the present day. For more on
this, see Ben Hillman, ‘Factions and Spoils: Examining Political Behavior within the Local State
in China’, The China Journal, no.64 (2010): 1-18.

‘Observation of the operational trajectory of several “evil umbrellas” in Liaoning’, Xinhua, 21
May 2019, online at: www.xinhuanet.com/legal/2019-05/21/c_1124523669.htm

Legal Daily, ‘Nanjing fights against evil to solve social governance problems’, Xinhua, 6 June
2019, online at: www.xinhuanet.com/2019-06/06/c_1124588670.htm.

On Chinese state media’s portrayal of the Hong Kong protests, see Ben Hillman, ‘Hong Kong
protests in the mainland eye’, East Asia Forum, 21 October 2019. On Chinese Communist Party
characterisations of the Tibetan protests of 2008-2009 and Uyghur protests of 2009, see Ben
Hillman and Gray Tuttle eds, Ethnic Conflict and Protest in Tibet and Xinjiang: Unrest in China’s
West, New York: Columbia University Press, 2016.

Shanghai Municipality’s Special Campaign to Fight Crime and Eradicate Evil, Shanghai: Shang-
hai Municipal People’s Government, 24 January 2018, online at: www.shanghai.gov.cn/nw2/
nw2314/nw44975/nw44976/nw44977/u21aw1385755.html

The Changing ‘Dream’ in the Classroom: Literary Chinese Textbooks
in the PRC

The Secondary School Language Section of the People’s Education Press A RAH i pAL F 435
L% eds, Key Instructions on Teaching with Our Language Textbooks for Secondary School + %
LR AHE 2R Y, Beijing: People’s Education Press, 1984, p.79.

Chen Xubin #/@#, ‘The new language and literature texthooks have excised the chapter on
Chen She’ # #i% XAA B M4E TR (HBF#E) , China Digital Times, 21 February 2019, online
at: chinadigitaltimes.net/chinese/2019/02/

Ling Yun, ‘The removal of Che She Family from junior high school Chinese language curricu-
lum led to heated discussion’ * B 47 ¥ 3& i (B #%) 7%k, DW News, 25 February 2019,
online at: news.dwnews.com/china/big5/news/2019-02-25/60120251.html

‘Chinese language and literature teaching materials remove the Chen She/Wu Guang uprising:
Curricular adjustment or political strategy?’ & LA M M G X A XL F AL T ERBUEEA?,
BBC News, [Chinese edition], 27 February 2019, online at: www.bbc.com/zhongwen/simp/chi-
nese-news-47369438

Robert Weatherley and Coirle Magee, ‘Using the Past to Legitimise the Present: The Portrayal of
Good Governance in Chinese History Textbooks’, Journal of Current Chinese Affairs, vol.47, no.1
(2018): 41-69, at p.48.



http://www.xinhuanet.com/2019-04/09/c_1124343704.htm
http://www.xinhuanet.com/2019-04/09/c_1124343704.htm
http://www.xinhuanet.com/legal/2019-05/21/c_1124523669.htm
http://www.xinhuanet.com/2019-06/06/c_1124588670.htm.
http://www.shanghai.gov.cn/nw2/nw2314/nw44975/nw44976/nw44977/u21aw1385755.html
http://www.shanghai.gov.cn/nw2/nw2314/nw44975/nw44976/nw44977/u21aw1385755.html
http://chinadigitaltimes.net/chinese/2019/02/
http://news.dwnews.com/china/big5/news/2019-02-25/60120251.html
http://www.bbc.com/zhongwen/simp/chinese-news-47369438
http://www.bbc.com/zhongwen/simp/chinese-news-47369438

272
273

CHINA STORY YEARBOOK ‘ Notes
CHINA DREAMS

6

-
S

Ministry of Education, ‘The person in charge of the Teaching Material Bureau of the Minis-
try of Education answers reporters’ questions on the compilation of three compulsory edu-
cation textbooks’ L7 43kt A fi T Ak X545 F A %tk T4 924 9, Beijing: Ministry of
Education of the PRC, 28 August 2019, online at: www.moe.gov.cn/jyb_xwfb/s271/201708/
120170828_312487.html

CHAPTER 2 — Hong Kong's Reckoning

Brian C.H. Fong, ‘Stateless Nation Within a Nationless State: The Political Past, Present, and
Future of Hong Kongers, 1949-2019’, Nations and Nationalism, 16 August 2019: 1-18, doi.

org/10.1111/nana.12556
Richard McGregor, Xi Jinping: The Backlash, Sydney: Random House Australia, 2019.

These numbers are approximate as not all candidates explicitly declared a political affiliation.
Some media outlets credited slightly more seats to the pan-democrats, while some credited
slightly more to independent candidates.

FORUM — Under Observation
Legalism and the Social Credit System

Rogier Creemers, ‘China’s Social Credit System: An evolving practice of control’, 9 May 2018,
pp.8-9, online at: papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=3175792

Han Fei, Han Feizi: Basic Writings, New York: Columbia University Press, 2003, p.28.

Shang Yang, The Book of Lord Shang: Apologetics of State Power in Early China, New York: Colum-
bia University Press, 2017, p.210.

Han Fei, Han Feizi, p.36.

Zhengyuan Fu, China’s Legalists: The Earliest Totalitarians and Their Art of Ruling, Armonk, NY:
M.E. Sharpe, 1996, pp.40-41.

State Council of the People’s Republic of China, Planning Outline for the Construction of a Social
Credit System (2014-2020), Beijing: State Council, 14 June 2014.

Martin Chorzempa, Paul Triolo, and Samm Sacks, ‘China’s Social Credit System: A mark of pro-
gress or a threat to privacy?’, Policy Brief No. PB18-14, Washington, DC: Peterson Institute for
International Economics, 2018, pp.1-2.

State Council of the People’s Republic of China, Some Opinions Concerning the Construction of
a Social Credit System, Beijing: State Council General Office, 23 March 2007 [Last modified 26
March 2016].

Delia Lin, ‘The CCP’s exploitation of Confucianism and legalisn’, in Routledge Handbook of the
Chinese Communist Party. Volume 1, London: Taylor & Francis, 2017, p.48; Xi Jinping, The Gov-
ernance of China, Beijing: Foreign Languages Press, 2014, pp.434, 457; and Xi Jinping, The Gov-
ernance of China. Volume 2, Beijing: Foreign Languages Press, 2018, pp.152, 322, 324.

Genia Kostka, ‘China’s Social Credit Systems and Public Opinion: Explaining High Levels of
Approval’, New Media & Society, vol.21, no.7 (2019): 1573.
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‘Evil Cults’ and Holy Writ

‘US urged to stop interfering in China’s internal affairs under pretext of religion’, China Daily, 19

July 2019, online at: www.chinadaily.com.cn/a/201907/19/WS5d309e13a310d830563ffcch.
html

Massimo Introvigne, ‘“Cruel Killing, Brutal Killing, Kill the Beast”: Investigating the 2014
McDonald’s “Cult Murder” in Zhaoyuan’, The Journal of CESNUR, vol.1, no.1 (September-Octo-
ber 2017): 61-73.

Emily Dunn, Lightning from the East: Heterodoxy and Christianity in Contemporary China,
Leiden: Brill, 2015.

This policy was initiated by Xi at the April 2016 National Working Meeting on Religions. See
Xi Jinping: Comprehensively improve the level of religious work in the New Era’ 3] i&-f:
AW EH IS T F4 I KT, Xinhua, 23 April 2016, online at: www.xinhuanet.com/poli-
tics/2016-04/23/c_1118716540.htm

Yi Ming, ‘Hebei Province Holds a High-level Seminar on “Daoism Stresses Sinicization”” 7 it4
2 8 # K P B4 % @ & AT 3E, quoted in Benoit Vermander, ‘Sinicizing Religion, Sinicizing
Religious Studies’, Religions, vol.10, no.137 (2019): 1-23, at p.4. These sentiments are found
consistently in statements from religious leaders and commentators.

CHAPTER 3 — Meridians of Influence in a Nervous World

Hedley Bull, The Anarchical Society: A Study of Order in World Politics, 3rd edn, New York: Pal-
grave, 2002, p.212.

Cited in Henry Kissinger, Diplomacy, New York: Simon & Schuster, 1994, pp.35-36.
Bull, The Anarchical Society, p.212.

For further reading on the history of spheres of influence, see Susanna Hast, Spheres of Influence
in International Relations: History, Theory and Politics, Abingdon, UK: Routledge, 2016.

Paul Keal, ‘Contemporary Understanding about Spheres of Influence’, Review of International
Studies, vol.9, no.3 (July 1983): 155-172, at p.156.

Cited in Iain Ferguson and Susanna Hast, ‘Introduction: The Return of Spheres of Influence?’,
Geopolitics, vol.23, no.2 (2018): p.277-284, at p.277.

National Security Strategy of the United States of America, Washington, DC: The White House,
December 2017, p.25.

Robert Ross, ‘The Geography of the Peace: East Asia in the Twenty-First Century’, International
Security, vol.23, no.4 (Spring 1999): 81-118, at p.99.

Denny Roy, ‘Assertive China: Irredentism or Expansionism?’, Survival, vol.61, no.1 (February-
March 2019): 51-74, at p.63.

Hugh White, ‘Without America: Australia in the New Asia’, Quarterly Essay, no.68 (2017): 61.
Van Jackson, ‘Asian security after US hegemony: Spheres of influence and the third wave of

regional order’, The Asan Forum, 14 October 2016, online at: www.theasanforum.org/asian-
security-after-us-hegemony-spheres-of-influence-and-the-third-wave-of-regional-order,

Nadége Rolland, ‘A China-Russia Condominium over Eurasia’, Survival, vol.61, no.1 (February-
March 2019): 7-22, at p.8.
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Paul Dibb, ‘Why we need a radically new defence policy’, The Strategist, 29 September 2019,
online at: www.aspistrategist.org.au/why-we-need-a-radically-new-defence-polic

Hugh White, ‘In Denial: Defending Australia as China Looks South’, Australian Foreign Affairs,
no.6 (July 2019), p.20.

Ben Blanchard, ‘China not seeking “sphere of influence” in Pacific, Xi says’, Reuters, 29 May 2019,
online at: www.reuters.com/article/us-china-vanuatu-idUSKCN1SZ02N

General Wei Fenghe, ‘Speech at the 18th Shangri-La Dialogue by Gen. Wei Fenghe State Coun-
cilor and Minister of National Defense, PRC’, Singapore, 2 June 2019, online at: www.iiss.org/
events/shangri-la-dialogue/shangri-la-dialogue-2019

David C. Kang, ‘Getting Asia Wrong: The Need for New Analytical Frameworks’, International
Security, vol.27, no.4 (Spring 2003): 57-85, at p.58.

For further reading, see Richard Rigby, ‘Tianxia’, in Geremie R. Barme and Jeremy Goldkorn eds,
China Story Yearbook 2013: Civilising China, Canberra: Australian Centre on China in the World,
2013, pp.74-79. A detailed and up-to-date account of discussion of this issue by PRC scholars in
recent years is to be found in Liang Zhiping, ‘Tianxia and ideology’, [in 2 parts], Introduction
and Translation by David Ownby, Reading the China Dream, 2018, online at: www.readingth-
echinadream.com/liang-zhiping-tianxia-and-ideology.html

For further reading, see David C. Kang, East Asia Before the West, New York: Columbia Univer-
sity Press, 2010, pp.54-81.
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of Foreign Affairs of the People’s Republic of China, 31 May 2016, online at: www.fmprc.gov.
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opinions of China’, Fact Tank: News in the Numbers, Washington, DC: Pew Research Center, 5
December 2019, online at: www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2019/12/05/people-around-the-
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For further reading, see ‘Aircraft-carriers are big, expensive, vulnerable — and popular’,
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craft-carriers-are-big-expensive-vulnerable-and-popular
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Challenges, vol.13, no.2 (2017): 32-53, at p.42.

Daniel Victor, ‘Dream Works film “Abominable” is pulled by Vietnam over Chinese map scene’,

The New York Times, 15 October 2019, online at: www.nytimes.com/2019/10/15/world/asia/
abominable-vietnam-china-map.html

Edward Cavanough, ‘China and Taiwan offered us huge bribes, say Solomon Islands MPs’, The
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http://www.aspistrategist.org.au/why-we-need-a-radically-new-defence-policy/
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-china-vanuatu-idUSKCN1SZ02N
http://www.iiss.org/events/shangri-la-dialogue/shangri-la-dialogue-2019
http://www.iiss.org/events/shangri-la-dialogue/shangri-la-dialogue-2019
http://www.readingthechinadream.com/liang-zhiping-tianxia-and-ideology.html
http://www.readingthechinadream.com/liang-zhiping-tianxia-and-ideology.html
http://www.fmprc.gov.cn/mfa_eng/zxxx_662805/t1369269.shtml
http://www.fmprc.gov.cn/mfa_eng/zxxx_662805/t1369269.shtml
http://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2019/12/05/people-around-the-globe-are-divided-in-their-opinions-of-china/
http://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2019/12/05/people-around-the-globe-are-divided-in-their-opinions-of-china/
http://www.economist.com/briefing/2019/11/14/aircraft-carriers-are-big-expensive-vulnerable-and-popular
http://www.economist.com/briefing/2019/11/14/aircraft-carriers-are-big-expensive-vulnerable-and-popular
http://www.lowyinstitute.org/the-interpreter/many-questions-about-china-s-vanuatu-ambition
http://www.lowyinstitute.org/the-interpreter/many-questions-about-china-s-vanuatu-ambition
http://www.nytimes.com/2019/10/15/world/asia/abominable-vietnam-china-map.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2019/10/15/world/asia/abominable-vietnam-china-map.html
http://www.theguardian.com/world/2019/dec/08/china-and-taiwan-offered-us-huge-bribes-say-solomon-islands-mps
http://www.theguardian.com/world/2019/dec/08/china-and-taiwan-offered-us-huge-bribes-say-solomon-islands-mps

)

b

o

EY

FORUM — Projecting the Dream

Dreams in Space

Steven Lee Myers and Zoe Mou, ‘“New chapter” in space exploration as China reaches far side
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