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George Orwell, 1984

It struck him that the truly 
characteristic thing about 
modern life was not its cruelty 
and insecurity, but simply its 
bareness, its dinginess, its 
listlessness. Life, If you looked 
about you, bore no resemblance 
not only to the lies that streamed 
out of the telescreens, but even 
to the ideals that the Party was 
trying to achieve. Great areas 
of it, even for a Party member, 
were neutral and non-political, 
a matter of slogging through 
dreary jobs, fighting for a place 
on the Tube, darning a worn-
out sock, cadging a saccharine 
tablet, saving a cigarette end.



VOLUME 3, ISSUE #3
JUL–SEPT 2018

ISSN 2206-9119

TABLE OF CONTENTS

CHIEF EDITORS

Ivan Franceschini, Nicholas Loubere

EDITORIAL BOARD

Kevin Lin, Elisa Nesossi, Andrea Enrico Pia, 

Christian Sorace

ISSUE CONTRIBUTORS

David Bandurski, Jean-Philippe Béja, Julie 

Yujie Chen, Jane Hayward, William Hurst, 

Hyejin Kim, Sabina Lawreniuk, Anna Lora-

Wainwright, Lynette H. Ong, Suzanne 

Scoggins, Wanning Sun, Marina Svensson, 

Wang Lixiong, Zeng Jinyan, Zhang Shuchi, 

Zhang Yueran, Mimi Zou

COPY-EDITING

Sharon Strange

EDITORIAL ASSISTANTS

Nan Liu, Tessie Sun

ART DIRECTION

Tommaso Facchin

COVER ARTWORK

Marc Verdugo 

EDITORIAL (P. 6)

BRIEFS (P. 7)

OP-EDS (P. 11)

THE JASIC STRIKE AND THE FUTURE OF 

THE CHINESE LABOUR MOVEMENT (P. 12)

Zhang Yueran

IS HU ANGANG REALLY AN ULTRA-

NATIONALIST? (P. 18) 

Jane Hayward

REMEMBERING LIU XIAOBO ONE YEAR ON 

(P. 22)

Jean-Philippe Béja

BLANDNESS, BATHOS, OR BRASHNESS? 

(P. 26)

William Hurst

CHINA COLUMNS (P. 30)

OUTSOURCING COERCION AND SOCIAL 

CONTROL (P. 32)

Lynette H. Ong

MY RIGHTS HAVE BEEN LEFT BEHIND IN 

PAPUA NEW GUINEA (P. 36) 

Zhang Shuchi

FOCUS (P. 40)

CHANGING REPRESENTATIONS OF CHINA’S 

WORKERS (P. 42)

Wanning Sun

PLATFORM ECONOMIES (P. 46)

Julie Yujie Chen

RETHINKING ONLINE PRIVACY IN THE 

CHINESE WORKPLACE (P. 50)

Mimi Zou



VISUALISING LABOUR AND LABOURSCAPES 

IN CHINA (P. 56)

Marina Svensson

DOCUMENTING CHINA’S INFLUENCE (P. 62)

David Bandurski

IMAGINING THE DIGITALISATION OF 

POLITICS: A CONVERSATION WITH WANG 

LIXIONG (P. 66)

Zeng Jinyan

WINDOW ON ASIA (P. 80)

‘HUN SEN WON’T DIE, WORKERS WILL DIE’ 

(P. 82)

Sabina Lawreniuk

ONLINE ACTIVISM AND SOUTH KOREA’S 

CANDLELIGHT MOVEMENT (P. 86)

Hyejin Kim

WORK OF ARTS (P. 90)

COMMUNIST HIBERNATION (P. 90)

Christian Sorace

CRIME AND PUNISHMENT ON A CHINESE 

BORDER (P. 96) 

Suzanne Scoggins

CONVERSATIONS (P. 100)

RESIGNED ACTIVISM: A CONVERSATION 

WITH ANNA LORA-WAINWRIGHT (P. 100)

Andrea Enrico Pia

CNPOLITICS: A CONVERSATION WITH FANG 

KECHENG (P. 106)

Kevin Lin

CONTRIBUTOR BIOS (P. 108)

BIBLIOGRAPHY (P. 111)




