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ON A CHINESE SCREEN
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It struck him that the truly
characteristic thing about
modern life was not its cruelty
and insecurity, but simply its
bareness, its dinginess, its
listlessness. Life, If you looked
about you, bore no resemblance
not only to the lies that streamed
out of the telescreens, but even
to the ideals that the Party was
trying to achieve. Great areas

of it, even for a Party member,
were neutral and non-political,
a matter of slogging through
dreary jobs, fighting for a place
on the Tube, darning a worn-

out sock, cadging a saccharine
tablet, saving a cigarette end.

George Orwell, 1984
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