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PACKARD, EILEEN MARY (1928-
1995), sporting club
association administrator, was born on
27 January 1928 at Greenwich, Sydney,
fourth child of South Australian—born Charles
Harrison Packard, sales manager, and his New
South Wales—born wife Eileen, née Brown.
Mary was educated at Sydney Church of
England Girls Grammar School. By 1949
she was employed as a typist. After working
for a short period in Britain she returned to
Australia in 1952, and held various office jobs
in Sydney.

In 1960 Packard accepted work with
Geoffrey Sykes [q.v.], who was establishing

and  professional

a motor racing circuit at Warwick Farm
funded by the Australian Jockey Club. The
1960s were the golden years of Australian
motor racing when the affable Sykes attracted
European Formula 1 drivers to Australia
in the summer months to take part in the
Tasman series. At first glance, she seemed
ill-suited to the job. Fond of classical music
and literature—she was inclined to quote from
Oscar Wilde and Shakespeare throughout her
life—she was initially uninterested in cars and
diffident about motor sport. Agreeing to work
for Sykes for three weeks, she remained for
twenty-six years.

While she never owned an exotic or
sporty car, Packard was soon enthusiastically
embracing motor racing. Her role involved
managing the membership of the club
Sykes established to foster grassroots motor
racing—the Australian Automobile Racing
Club (AARC). She was to many members
its public face. In the AARC’s office in
central Sydney she performed secretarial and
receptionist duties. On race days at Warwick
Farm, whether members’ meetings or National
Open events, she oversaw with assurance the
intense atmosphere of the pit offices, among
other duties preparing detailed race reports
for the benefit of journalists. Spirited and
direct, at times she went beyond her role as
Sykes’s assistant, instructing him on what to
do instead of waiting for directions or advice.
Presenting her with a service award in 1979
from the Confederation of Australian Motor
Sport (CAMS), Sir Jack Brabham spoke of

her ‘calm efficiency’, and stated that ‘motor
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sport is yet another of those activities that rely
on people, special people, and Mary Packard
is one of the most special that we know’
(Australian Automobile Racing Club Newsletter
1979, 676).

When the circuit at Warwick Farm closed
in 1973 and Sykes retired, Packard succeeded
him as club secretary of the AARC. The club
relocated its racing to Amaroo Park, in north-
western Sydney. With the aid of a lively events
committee, Packard achieved much during the
following years; the AARC organised several
club race meetings per year. Her work included
running an annual mileage marathon sponsored
by the Shell Oil Co. of Australia Ltd, the first
of which was held on 8 June 1980 at Warwick
Farm (and later at Amaroo Park). In 1986 she
was made a life member of CAMS.

With encouragement from Sykes, and in
a plane owned by the AARC, Packard learned
to fly. She became a capable private pilot who
often set off for distant locations in her two-
seater Cessna 150. From 1977 to 1980 she
was the federal secretary of the Australian
Women Pilots’ Association, in which role she
encouraged younger members and was the
mainstay in advertising and coordinating
the association’s scholarship drive.

Neat and invariably well-dressed, Packard
had a warm, pleasant smile. She never married.
She enjoyed loving friendships with the
distinguished fellow aviators Senja Robey and
Heather Innes, and commanded enduring
respect in the motor racing community. Falling
ill during an event at Amaroo Park, she was
rushed to hospital, where she was diagnosed
with a serious cancer that later returned to claim
her life. Aware that her days were numbered she
travelled extensively, undertaking a first-class rail
trip through the United States of America and
revisiting Britain. She died on 27 November
1995 at Petersham, and was cremated. When
the AARC had closed in 1986, Archie White,
Shell’s long-term competitions manager in
Australia and the club’s chairman, said that she
had ‘done more for Club Motor Sport in this
country than any other person or organisation’
(1986, 1). The Historic Sports and Racing
Car Association of New South Wales awards
a trophy in her honour to acknowledge an
outstanding contribution to the club’s activities.
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ANDREW MOORE

PALLIN, FRANK AUSTIN (PADDY)
(1900-1991), bushwalker,
and businessman, was born on 28 November
1900 at Hartlepool, England, fifth of seven
children of George William Pallin, joiner, and
his wife Catherine Ann, née Thompson. As a
child, Paddy developed a love of the outdoors
through family picnics to the beaches of Hart
Sands and walks in the nearby hills. In 1918
he served in the Royal Flying Corps (Royal Air
Force). He then worked as an average adjustor
and in 1920 moved to London, where he lived
for five years in the Central London Young
Men’s Christian Association building. There
he became active in the scouting movement.
Detesting the confinement of office work, on
weekends he would head out of the city on his
bike and on foot, camping wherever he could.
He became engaged to May Bell Morris, but
the idea of raising a family in London held no
appeal and the pair decided to emigrate.

Arriving in Australia in 1926, Pallin
initially worked as a share farmer on a dairy

conservationist,

farm near Singleton, and as a fence-builder.
He soon realised, however, that without
capital he had no future in farming. Moving
to Sydney, he gained work as an insurance
clerk. Once again he drew his satisfaction
from his leisure. He joined the scouts, helping
to build a training camp at Pennant Hills, and
started to go on bushwalks in Sydney’s two
national parks and in the Blue Mountains.
These environments contrasted sharply with
the English landscapes with which he was
familiar but he gradually developed a fierce
love and appreciation for the Australian
bush. He joined the newly formed Sydney
Bush Walkers club in 1927. May joined him
in 1929; the couple married on 11 May at
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Thornleigh Methodist Church. They went
on many camping excursions, including an
adventurous twelve-day canoe trip down the
Shoalhaven River from Marulan to Nowra.

In 1930 Pallin lost his job. Aware of the
lack of specialised lightweight walking gear
in Australia, he decided to open an outdoor
equipment business. He already made some
of his own gear. Starting a business in the
Depression was a bold move but May’s
secretarial job provided financial stability.
A room in the family home at Lindfield
served as a sewing room and he began to
sell groundsheets, tents, sleeping bags, and
rucksacks to Sydney’s growing bushwalking
fraternity. Within a few months he was able
to rent a room in the city and take on an
employee. Paddymade gear quickly developed
a reputation for its quality and suitability for
the serious walker. The business expanded,
enabling a move to larger premises in George
Street, and by 1934 it was generating modest
profits. Pallin organised agents to sell his
gear in other states, and established a mail-
order system. He would eventually open
shops and outlets throughout Australia, with
sales boosted by the boom in backpacking
as a form of travel from the 1960s. In World
War II he served part time (1942-45) in the
8th Battalion, Volunteer Defence Corps,
rising to sergeant.

Pallin wanted others to experience and
care for the Australian bush as he did. His
guidebook, Bushwalking and Camping, first
published in 1933, provided practical advice
about equipment, bush etiquette, and how to
camp. A fourteenth edition was published in
1995. He helped to found the River Canoe
Club in 1935 and the Bush Club in 1939 to
cater for walkers who desired easier conditions
of membership to those demanded by the
dominant clubs. His expertise as a bushwalker
meant he was often called upon to help
locate lost walkers. In 1944 he helped set up
Bushwalkers Search and Rescue and served as
its convenor until 1976. He played key roles
in establishing the National Fitness Council
in 1939 and the Youth Hostels Association in
1944, serving several years as chairman of the
association. Becoming an avid conservationist,
he lent his support to many campaigns to
save and protect the bush. In the 1970s he
established a foundation to provide financial
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support to environmental causes, as a way to
give ‘something back to bushwalkers’ (Chester
1986, 113).

At the age of fifty-four, Pallin took up
cross-country skiing. Despite breaking his
leg twice he remained a devotee, undertaking
many trips in New South Wales and Victoria.
In 1965 he co-founded a ski-race from Round
Mountain to Perisher. Known as the Paddy
Pallin Classic, it ran annually until 1989.
He led a trek to Everest in 1970, and in 1977
skied from Kiandra to the Hotel Kosciusko.

Through his equipment business and his
dedication to the outdoors movement Pallin
had a profound influence on the development
of bushwalking, camping, and skiing in
Australia. He was awarded the OAM in 1975.
In 1987 he published his memoirs, Never Truly
Lost. Survived by his wife and two daughters
and one of two sons, he died on 3 January
1991 at Wahroonga, and was cremated.
He is remembered by the Paddy Pallin
Reserve, Lindfield. Paddy Pallin equipment
stores remain a family business, and the
Paddy Pallin Foundation continues to fund
conservation causes.

Chester, Quentin. ‘Australia’s Bushwalking
Legend: Paddy Pallin.” Australian Geographic, July—
September 1986, 112-13; State Library of New
South Wales. MLMSS 6016, Paddy Pallin Papers,
1916-1990; Sydney Morning Herald. ‘Camping
Gear Maker Took the Weight Out of Bushwalking.’
7 January 1991, 4.

MEeLissA HARPER

PANNELL, NITA VERONICA (1904—
1994), teacher, actress, and theatre director,
was born on 1 July 1904 at Wellington Mill,
Western Australia, eighth of nine children of
Victorian-born Patrick Hanrahan (d. 1920),
saw filer, and his Tasmanian-born wife
Emily, née Connolly. At the local primary
school, Nita was exposed to the linguistically
diverse population of the small timber town,
benefiting her later career as an actress: she
developed an uncanny ear for accents and
their attendant speech rhythms. Encouraged
by her theatre-loving mother, at nine she
began learning music at the Sisters of Mercy
convent at Bunbury, 25 miles (40 km)
from Wellington Mill. In 1918 she won
a government scholarship to the selective Perth
Modern School, from which she graduated
in 1922.
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Hanrahan taught infants at Bunbury
(1924), worked (1925) as an assistant teacher
at Collie High School, and was then appointed
to Subiaco State School as assistant to the
headmaster (1926-27). She learned to teach
by classroom observation, and taught classes in
eurythmics, folk dancing, music, and acting.
In 1927 she moved to Bunbury, where her
mother and two sisters were living, and worked
(1927-29) at Bunbury Senior School until she
married William James Pannell, an English-
born doctor, on 1 June 1929 at St Patrick’s
Catholic Church, West Perth. They were to
have three children.

After a period at the wheatbelt town of
Goomalling, where William had a general
practice, in 1933 the couple moved to Perth,
and lived at the hills suburb of Darlington.
While William served in the Australian Army
Medical Corps in World War II, Pannell was
involved in amateur productions of Noél
Coward’s Hay Fever and Design for Living,
staged at the Darlington Hall. She joined
Edward and Ida Beebys Patch Theatre,
a speech, drama, and dance studio that offered
the city’s only organised theatre training. Her
performance as Maggie in Hobsons Choice
(1943) led to parts at the Repertory Club, the
principal amateur dramatic group in Perth.
Because of a shortage of directors, she was
asked to direct more than perform, ‘which
broke my heart, but at least I went on and did
it’ (Pannell 1976, 16). In 1950, with the actress
Dorothy Krantz, the producer Sol Sainken,
and the speech teacher Lily Kavanagh, Pannell
initiated the Company of Four, the State’s
first professional theatre company, which
amalgamated in 1956 with the Repertory
Club to form the National Theatre Company.
She directed its first production, 7he Teahouse
of the August Moon, at the Playhouse Theatre.

Pannell came to national attention in
1958 after the director Robin Lovejoy [q.v.18]
cast her as Momma Bianchi in an Australian
Elizabethan Theatre Trust production of
Richard Beynon’s The Shifting Heart. The play
toured the eastern States for ten months,
Pannell appearing in some 250 performances.
After a series of roles in Perth, Colin Ballantyne
[q-v.17] cast her in his 1960 Australian
premiere production of Errol John’s award-
winning Moon on a Rainbow Shawl at the
Adelaide Festival of Arts. Lovejoy then invited
her to take the part of Dot Cook in the first
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professional production of Alan Seymour’s
The One Day of the Year, which opened at
the Palace Theatre, Sydney, in April 1961.
The play was controversial for its critique
of Anzac Day, and the dress rehearsal was
interrupted by a bomb scare. When the play
was staged later the same year at the Theatre
Royal Stratford East, London, the cast was
told: “They won't appreciate this in London,
they won't understand it’ (Pannell 1976, 20).
Nevertheless, it received a standing ovation
on opening night and achieved a successful
London season.

The novelist Patrick White [q.v.18] had
seen Pannell in the Sydney production of
Seymour’s play and, having read the London
reviews, cast her as Miss Docker, ‘an old lady
who charges through the community, leaving
a trail of disorder’ (Akerholt 1988, 66), in the
stage adaption of his short story ‘A Cheery
Soul’. Night on Bald Mountain, White's next
play, opened at the Union Hall, Adelaide,
on 9 March 1964, with Pannell as Miss
Quodling, ‘an eccentric woman who lives in
a hut on Bald Mountain with a herd of goats
as her only companions’ (Akerholt 1988, 99).
She considered it one of her best parts. White
told her that solo roles—monodramas—were
her forte, advice repeated by the English
director Sir Tyrone Guthrie, when Pannell
delivered scenes to him from her play Swan
River Saga. In the play Pannell collaborated
with the author and historian (Dame) Mary
Durack [q.v.] to present the story of the Irish
pioneer Eliza Shaw at the Swan River Colony.
Her ‘superb portrayal’ (Barron 1973, 3)
recreated Shaw’s experience of migration and
settlement in the nascent colony over a thirty-
year period. The play opened at the Hole in the
Wall Theatre, Leederville, Perth, in May 1972,
played in Hobart, Launceston, Canberra, and
Melbourne in 1973, and was revived at the
Effie Crump Theatre, Northbridge, Perth,
in February 1993, Pannell’s last professional
performance.

Appointed OBE in 1977, Pannell was
Western Australian Citizen of the Year, in the
category of arts, culture, and entertainment, in
1981. In 1989 she was appointed AM. Over
her professional career she appeared in nearly
sixty stage productions. A devout Catholic, she
would scatter holy water on the stage before
her performances, ‘to the bemusement of
less devout members of the cast’ (Mcllwraith
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1994, 21). A colleague, Ray Omodei, recalled
her ‘formidable technique’, her voice like
‘a Lyrebird in that it could take on many forms
and guises but remained itself essentially
sweet, clear and of effortless carrying power’
(1994, 3). Predeceased by her husband, and
survived by her two sons and one daughter,
she died on 29 September 1994 in a nursing
home at Claremont and was buried at
Karrakatta cemetery.

Akerholt, May-Brit. Patrick White. Amsterdam,
Netherlands: Rodopi B.V., 1988; Barron, Paul.
‘Pioneer Portrayed Superbly.” Canberra Times,
30 May 1973, 3; Marr, David. Patrick White:
A Life. North Sydney, NSW: Random House,
2008; Mcllwraith, John. “Thespian Held Theatre
Sacred.” Australian, 11 October 1994, 21; Museum
of Performing Arts, Perth. Papers of Nita Pannell;
Omodei, Raymond. ‘Obituary. State Alliance
(Perth), November 1994, 3; Pannell, Nita.
Interview by Chris Jeffery, 7 April 1976. Transcript.
State Library of Western Australia; Parsons, Philip,
and Victoria Chance, eds. Companion to Theatre
in Australia. Sydney: Currency Press in association
with Cambridge University Press, 1995.

Davip J. HougH*

PAPASAVAS, SAM (1941-1993),
solicitor, soccer administrator, and community
leader, was born Savvas Lazarou on 20 March
1941 at Larnaca, Cyprus, second of three
children of Lazaros Papasavas, labourer, and
his wife Loukia, née Saveriades. He migrated
to Australia with his mother and sisters in
1954, arriving in Melbourne on 3 October.
His father already in Melbourne.
In Australia he adopted the Christian name
Sam and abandoned the patronymic Lazarou
in favour of his father’s surname. The family
settled at Footscray, where Sam assisted
with singing the liturgy at the Holy Trinity
Greek Orthodox Church. Educated at North
Fitzroy Central (1955-56) and University
High (1957-60) schools, he studied at the
University of Melbourne (LLB, 1965) and
opened his own law firm in Lonsdale Street in
1967. He registered as an Australian citizen in
1968, served on the city councils of Footscray
(1966—69) and Melbourne (1980), and at the
1976 State election he stood unsuccessfully as
the Labor candidate for the seat of Oakleigh.
On 26 August 1973 in Cyprus he had married
Elly Antoniou, a hairdresser and Cypriot
migrant. They made their home at Elwood
and later at Toorak.

was
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Papasavas was the driving force in Victorian
soccer for more than two decades. He was
president (1972-82) of the South Melbourne
(Hellas) Soccer Club during a period when
it became one of the most successful clubs in
Australia, on and off the field. He later explained:
T get a kick out of seeing 10,000 people at
a Hellas match genuinely enjoying themselves.
... Win or lose, your senses come alive’ (Schwab
1993, 29). In 1977 the club was a foundation
member of the National Soccer League.
As chairman (1981-91) of the NSL, Papasavas
helped to ease early tensions between the new
league and the Australian Soccer Federation,
subsequently serving as a commissioner of
the ASE Under his leadership the NSL briefly
split into two conferences (1984-86) and in
1989 the playing season moved to summer to
avoid competition with the more established
football codes.

In 1979 Papasavas had been elected to the
board of the Greek Orthodox Community
of Melbourne and Victoria. As president
(1983-88) he was a popular figure, who
tried to avoid polarisation and to obtain
agreements by consensus. He played a leading
role in the creation of the Federation of Greek
Communities of Melbourne and Victoria and
was its first president (1985-88). In 1987,
with the former South Australian premier
Don Dunstan, he founded the annual Greek
community cultural festival, Antipodes. The
celebrations in Lonsdale and Russell streets
on 25 March were attended by huge crowds,
including Prime Minister Bob Hawke, who in
a letter to Papasavas described the festival as
‘a splendid example of what can be achieved
by our ethnic communities when they make
creative and independent efforts on their
own behalf” (Hawke 1987). In August 1987
Papasavas and the board of the GOCMV
negotiated the purchase of the Parade College
campus at Alphington, which eventually
became  Alphington ~Grammar  School,
the Greek Orthodox community’s school.
He lost the presidency of the GOCMYV at the
community elections the next year.

Papasavas was awarded an OAM in 1983.
He was a life governor of Prince Henry’s
Hospital, 2 member of the governor-general’s
bravery awards advisory committee, and from
1985 he was chairman of the interim Greek
language program consultative committee for
the Special Broadcasting Service. Summing up
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his involvement in public affairs, he remarked:
‘What appeals to me are pursuits that affect
people’s lives directly for the better’ (Schwab
1993, 29). Survived by his wife and their
daughter and son, he died of non-Hodgkin’s
lymphoma in Melbourne on 26 September
1993. Following a funeral at St Demetrios
Greek Orthodox Church, Prahran, he
was buried in Cheltenham
His contribution to soccer was recognised
by the introduction of a medal for the best
and fairest under-21 player in the NSL, and
he was an inaugural inductee of the Football
Federation Australia Hall of Fame in 1999. The
Sam Papasavas Building in Melbourne’s Greek
precinct on Lonsdale Street commemorates his

cemetery.

contribution to the city’s Greek community.

Ellinikos Kosmos (Melbourne). 29 September
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Curistos N. Firis

PARBERY, GRACE MARY (1913-1993),
social worker, was born on 23 September 1913
at Marrickville, Sydney, only child of Sydney-
born parents Hugh Victor Parbery, linesman,
and his wife Ivy Evelyn May, née Townsend.
Grace spent most of her childhood at Shell
Harbour. She enrolled at Sydney Girls' High
School in January 1928, leaving in December
1930 to pursue domestic duties. During
this time the family lived at 16 Glen Street,
Marrickville. She qualified as an almoner
(medical social worker) at the University of
Sydney (Cert.Soc.Stud., 1939), and became
assistant almoner at the Rachel Forster Hospital
for Women and Children, Redfern.

During World War II Parbery worked for
the Australian Red Cross Society at two military
hospitals: the 113th Australian General
Hospital, Concord, and the 114th Australian
General Hospital, Goulburn, where she gained
experience in mental health care. In 1947
she succeeded Elizabeth Ward as almoner at
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the Royal Newcastle Hospital (RNH), and in
1949 she was the RNH representative eligible
for election to the New South Wales Council
of Social Services. Describing the role of the
almoner, she explained that assisting people
with financial, emotional, or environmental
problems supported physical recovery, and
that knowledge of an individuals living
conditions was necessary to better understand
their circumstances. This broad approach
reflected social work theory and practice. Her
article “The Almoner Department in the Royal
Newcastle Hospital’ in the Australian Journal
of Social Work (1950) detailed the various
departments, other public facilities, and the
role of staff in the Newcastle public health
service. She emphasised the essential function
of almoners in all areas of medicine, as well as
in the community.

In 1950 Parbery and Richard Gibson
[q.v.14] surveyed people
sclerosis—and later also aged people with
adisability—in the Hunter region. Their report,
which recommended domiciliary, nursing, and

with multiple

medical care, was supported by the hospital’s
medical superintendent, Christian McCaffrey
[q-v.15], and its board. Parbery and Gibson
developed a model whereby elderly patients
received hospital-based programs of assistance
and rehabilitation in their own homes. In 1954
a domiciliary care service and retraining unit
was established, providing in-patient care, a day
hospital, and home support. Parbery played
a key part in instituting this comprehensive
geriatric service, referred to as the ‘Newecastle
Experience’. At the time, the only other
such facility was the Montefiore Medical
Center, New York, United States of America.
The Newcastle service would remain the only
one of its type in New South Wales until the
mid-1960s. Senior medical social worker at
the RNH from 1969, Parbery retired in 1973.
In 1986 she was awarded the OAM.

Parbery was a tall, sturdy woman. She was
widely respected, sociable, and interested in
current affairs, politics, and the arts. Her home
was an ‘enchanting waterfront retreat’
(Newcastle Herald 1986, 6) at Eleebana, Lake
Macquarie, where she entertained people
from all walks of life. She believed in a team
approach and that medicine must be seen in
its social context. The application of these
principles enabled her, as a social worker, to
make a significant contribution to the new field

654

of geriatric medicine. Her innovative approach
to domiciliary care influenced practices in
Australia and internationally. Later in her life,
she herself depended on the program she had
helped establish, receiving home care, visits
from the district sister, and Meals on Wheels.
She died on 15 March 1993 at New Lambton
Heights and was cremated following a service at
St Andrew’s Presbyterian Church, Cooks Hill.
She had never married. The following year the
Hunter branch of the Australian Association
of Social Workers initiated the Grace Parbery
award in her memory.

Australian Social Work. ‘In Memoriam: Grace
Mary Parbery.” 47, no. 2 (June 1994): 16; Gibson,
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Newcastle Hospital 1817-2005. New Lambton,
NSW: Hunter New England Area Health Service,
2005; Newcastle Herald. ‘Pioneer in Scheme for
Disabled Honoured.” 19 January 1986, 6, ‘RNH
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ANN HarDY

PARKER, DamMe MARJORIE ALICE
(MARGOT) (1900-1991), philanthropist
and community leader, was born on 30 June
1900 at Ballarat, Victoria, second of eight
children of Victorian-born parents Walter
Collett Shoppee, salesman, and his wife
Victoria Alice, née Tilley. Educated in Victoria,
in 1920 Marjorie gained employment at
Burnie in north-west Tasmania as a millinery
specialist; by 1921 she was conducting her own
exclusive salon, La Salon. On 12 June 1926, at
St John’s Church of England, Devonport, she
married salesman James Maxwell Parker. They
moved to Launceston in 1935.

Quietly spoken and always well dressed,
Parker was a regular at the races and enjoyed
playing golf. When her husband joined
the Australian Imperial Force in 1940, she
commenced a ‘new life’ (Clayton 1965, 6) of
community work, beginning with her election
to the Launceston committee of the Australian



1991-1995

Parks

Comforts Fund in January 1941. In 1942 radio
7EX asked her to ‘help stimulate the war effort
by doing special broadcasts’ (Clayton 1965,
6). Under the name ‘Margot’ she gave weekly,
thirty-minute radio broadcasts on women’s
issues and, from 1944, wrote a regular column
for the Examiner newspaper. A gifted organiser
and natural tactician, she kept interest in the
war effort alive ‘by planning new ideas and new
schemes’ (Examiner 14 July 1945, 9), enabling
the 7EX Women’s Association, of which she
was president, to distribute almost £40,000 to
patriotic and charitable causes during the war.

Identifying a need for a place where
women could learn practical skills, and
conduct charitable fundraising activities, after
the war Parker was ‘unremitting’ (Examiner
12 July 1946, 6) in her efforts to bring about
the 7EX Women’s Centre in Launceston. She
helped to establish Launceston’s first créche
in 1948 (later the Dame Marjorie Parker
Creche), and from 1947 to 1975 organized
the 7EX Children’s Christmas Fair, raising
more than $300,000 for thirty-three charities.
The driving force behind 7EX’s support for
the building of a Girl Guide headquarters
in Launceston in 1949, she also served as
public relations adviser (1954-68) to the
Girl Guides Association. In 1952 she formed
a 7EX Women’s Association hospital auxiliary
to comfort female surgical patients at the
Launceston General Hospital.

A founder of the Soroptimists Club
for business and professional women in
Launceston in 1949, Parker became the first
president (1951) of the Divisional Union of
Tasmanian Soroptimist Clubs. She was an
active member of the National Council of
Women, serving as deputy chairman (1960—
64); she was made a life member in 1974.
Reflecting a special interest in the welfare of
disabled children, Parker was an executive
member of the Society for the Care of
Crippled Children (life member from 1973),
the Tasmanian Division of the Miss Australia
Quest (1964-71), and the Acropolis Club
(which she formed in 1969), all of which
raised money for this cause. She increased
public knowledge of migrant needs through
radio broadcasts and as public relations officer
(1965-69) of the Tasmanian Good Neighbour
Council. She also worked for the elderly,
leading a Red Cross committee to establish
the first Tasmanian Meals on Wheels service

in March 1960.
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Parker received many honours, awards,
and life memberships. She was appointed MBE
in 1950, OBE in 1970, and DBE in 1976.
That year she also received the Australian Red
Cross Distinguished Service award; she was
made a life member of the society in 1979.
Withal, Dame Marjorie regarded her ‘real
reward” as finding ‘her niche in life’ (Clayton
1965, 6): she counted herself ‘lucky to have
had a knack for raising money’ (Haswell 1976,
3). In 1984 she was granted Freedom of the
City of Launceston.

Approachable, charming, diplomatic, and
kind, Parker brought out the best in those
around her. Predeceased by her husband
(d. 1976) and survived by their son, she died
on 18 February 1991 at Launceston. She was
inducted into the Launceston Hall of Fame in
2007, and is further commemorated by the
Dame Marjorie Parker Memorial Award at the
University of Tasmania, funded by Soroptimist
International of Launceston.
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STEFAN PETROW

PARKS, STANLEY WALTER (STAN)
(1925-1994), Fremantle city manager, was
born on 8 October 1925 at Subiaco, Western
Australia, son of Victorian-born Walterena
Jane, née Lay, and her Western Australian-born
husband Clement Ormond Parks, barman.
Growing up in a working-class community,
Stan was educated at North Fremantle State and
Fremantle Boys™ schools. When he was a child
his father abandoned the family. To supplement
his mother’s income as a cleaner, Stan sold
newspapers, worked on a bakers round, and
delivered ice. In January 1941 he was employed
as a junior clerk at Fremantle Prison.

On 14 January 1943 Parks was mobilised
in the Royal Australian Naval Reserve for
service in World War II. Following his training,
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he was posted in November to the sloop
HMAS Warrego. The ship carried out escort,
screening, survey, and shore bombardment
duties in the South-West Pacific Area. In 1945
it supported the landings at Lingayen Gulf,
Philippines  (January), and Balikpapan,
Borneo (July), and land operations around
Wewak, New Guinea (June). Parks had been
promoted to able seaman in August 1944.
He was demobilised in March 1946. Back
home, he trained as an accountant under the
Commonwealth  Reconstruction  Training
Scheme and was appointed assistant town clerk
(1949-53) and then town clerk (1953-61)
with the North Fremantle Municipal Council.
After the municipality amalgamated with the
City of Fremantle in November 1961, he
became deputy town clerk (1961-66). He was
promoted to town clerk in 1966 and in 1970
he was appointed city manager.

Collaborating ~ with  two  influential
mayors, Sir Frederick Samson [q.v.16]
(1951-72) and Bill McKenzie (1972-84),
Parks was in
the council into a ‘people servicing agency’
(Lindsey 1978), a significant extension of the
customary local government functions of land

instrumental transforming

management, roads, and rubbish collection.
Better access to Commonwealth taxation
revenue and grants allowed the council to
expand health, welfare, and environmental
services to benefit the city’s working-class
and multicultural populations. He supported
efforts by community organisations, including
the National Trust of Australia (Western
Australia) and the Fremantle Society, to develop
an inventory of heritage buildings (1974) and
thus to preserve and restore convict, Victorian,
and Edwardian-era buildings and streetscapes
threatened by redevelopment proposals. Adept
at securing grants for restoration and re-use,
he helped to save a number of decaying and
moribund public buildings during his tenure,
including the Fremantle Lunatic Asylum
(1970) and the Fremantle Markets (1975).
Following his retirement as city manager
in January 1983, he was made an honorary
freeman of the municipality, the third person
after Samson and Kim Beazley senior, the
Federal member for Fremantle (1945-77),
to be granted such an honour.

After a short period as commissioner
of the Carnarvon Shire Council, in March
1984 Parks became chairman of both the
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State Housing Commission and the Urban
Lands Council. Appointed a commissioner
of the State Planning Commission in 1985,
he was later deputy chairman (1991-93) and
chairman (1993). He was awarded the OAM
in 1985. Described as a ‘big man with a quiet
but clear voice ... and ready smile’ (Lindsey
1978), and a ‘born diplomat and negotiator’
(Prince 1994, 4), he played a pivotal role in
the revitalisation of the city he loved.

In 1948 Parks had married Elizabeth
Lindley Hicks; she died suddenly in February
1952. He married Pearl June Lorraine
Thomson, a typist, on 7 June 1954 at Scots
Presbyterian Church, Fremantle; the marriage
ended in divorce in 1975. He then married
Joan Nina Davidson, née Hodgson, a widow.
Survived by his wife, a son from his first
marriage, and two sons and one daughter
from his second marriage, Parks died
suddenly on 13 April 1994 and was cremated.
The Fremantle regional headquarters of the
State Housing Commission (Homeswest) was
named in his honour.
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of ‘Stan Parks House.” Unpublished manuscript,
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MaLcoLm ALLBROOK

PARSONS, GEOFFREY PENWILL
(1929-1995), pianist, was born on 15 June
1929 at Summer Hill, Sydney, youngest of
three sons of Sydney-born parents, Francis
Hedley Parsons, carrier, and his wife Edith
Vera, née Buckland. Geoffrey’s education
was at Summer Hill Public School and then
(1941-45) at Canterbury Boys’ High School.
Obtaining his Leaving certificate in 1945, he
placed first in New South Wales in music,
winning a university exhibition and a Teachers’
College scholarship. He subsequently enrolled
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in architecture at the University of Sydney but
took no serious part in the course. In 1947 he
enrolled in arts but did not proceed, instead
accepting a scholarship, offered the previous
year, to study at the New South Wales State
Conservatorium of Music. He graduated in
1948 but had already begun making a name in
Australian music.

The Parsons family was musical. Both
Geoflrey’s parents and his elder brothers were
choristers at the Petersham Congregational
Church and Frank and Vera were also
members of the Royal Philharmonic Society
of Sydney and the Hurlstone Choral Society.
But Geoffrey’s musical gift was special and
had been first noticed by a family friend,
the eminent musician George Vern Barnett.
Barnett arranged for one of his young pupils,
Elva Biggs, to teach piano to the seven-year-
old boy. By 1941 he was well known as
a pianist, notably as a member of the group
of schoolfellows organised by Leslie Sage, the
music master at Canterbury Boys, which
included the brilliant boy-soprano Frank
Osborne and two flautists; they performed
in the Sydney Town Hall and other venues.
About the time of his twelfth birthday, Parsons
began seven years of study with the renowned
performer and pedagogue Winifred Burston
[q.v.13], who had brought the Busoni tradition
to Australia, at the conservatorium of music.
In 1939 he had won the prize for under-twelve
piano solo in the City of Sydney Eisteddfod;
in 1944 he won the Associated Music Clubs
of Australia scholarship; and in 1945 he
‘enthralled’ (Forbes Advocate, 1) an audience at
Forbes with Chopin and Addinsell: a reporter
wrote that he ‘plays with a dramatic intensity
that is astounding for a boy of sixteen’ (Forbes
Advocate 1945, 6). By this time he was already
performing for the Australian Broadcasting
Commission (ABC), including on the Young
Australia program.

In 1946 Parsons was one of a duo that
won the City of Sydney Victory Eisteddfod
open prize for piano duet, and in 1947 he was
one of the State finalists in the ABC concerto
and vocal competition. When he performed
in those finals (with the Sydney Symphony
Orchestra under Joseph Post [q.v.16]) in April,
the Sydney Morning Heralds critic, Stanley
Monks, astutely wrote that his playing showed
‘great spaciousness’, ‘command over wide tonal
shading’, and ‘a vivid colouring which he could
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tone down to pastel shades” (Sydney Morning
Herald, 8). Indeed, in later years a colleague
heard him repeating a chord scores of times:
‘I want to achieve a “fat” pianissimo’, Parsons
explained (Chard, pers. comm.). In late 1947
he won the open piano championship at the
City of Sydney Eisteddfod.

By the middle of that year Parsons
was giving concerts both as soloist and
while
reviews: one newspaper item described him
as a ‘cheery, fair-haired ... pianist’ (Sun 1947,
12). In mid-1948 his career as an accompanist

accompanist, attracting  favourable

had a serious start when (with the contralto
Essie Ackland [q.v.13] and the young violinist
Carmel Hakendorf) he made an Australia-
wide tour. It was the first of thirty-four tours
he made of Australia. The following year he
was associate artist with the baritone Peter
Dawson [q.v.8] on tours of Australia and New
Zealand, during which Dawson described him
as ‘one of the leading accompanists in Australia
and Britain’ (Barrier Miner 1949, 3) and
‘the best accompanist he ever had’ (Brisbane
Telegraph 1949, 8). Dawson took him on
a tour of Britain in 1950: though the venues
and repertoire were not especially elevating,
the professional experience and opportunities
for contacts were valuable. Remaining in
Britain, he earned a living partly by playing
in sometimes seedy hotel bars.

In 1957 Parsons made his first return tour
of Australia with the British tenor Richard
Lewis, whom he had met while working on
the music staff of the Glyndebourne Opera
in 1955. He returned to Glyndebourne in
1958 and, subsequently, in each season from
1960 to 1965, all the time greatly admired
by the singers. In between, at the invitation
of the German baritone Gerhard Hiisch
(whom he had avidly listened to on ABC radio
as a boy), he travelled to Munich to deepen
his musical education. They had performed
together in Britain, notably with Winterreise,
and developed a rapport, principally because
the young Australian learned a great deal
from him about Schubert, Parsons’s lifelong
favourite composer. In Munich he studied
and performed with Hiisch and undertook
some chamber-music concerts. He also had
an intense series of lessons from Friedrich
Wiihrer, who, Parsons said, taught him how
to practise as well as inducting him into the
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essence of performing Schubert and showing
him ‘how to make the best possible sounds on
the piano’ (Davis 2006, 56).

Back in Britain Parsons filled his diary
with concerts for an array of singers and
instrumentalists. A turning point came in 1961
when the recording producer Walter Legge
asked him to play for his wife, the legendary
(Dame)  Elisabeth ~ Schwarzkopf.

Together, in what some considered the most

singer

significant musical partnership of his career,
they were to grace international concert
platforms and recording studios until 1979.
Another  patron, Lady (Harriette)
Lamington, supported him financially and
hectored London agents on his behalf, with
some success. She also underwrote the costs
of his visit to Munich. But his most important
partnership, outside professional music,
though it did involve a musician, was with
the Toowoomba-born baritone and singing
teacher Erich Vietheer, whom he had met
in 1958. Though, like most such personal
relationships, it had its ups and downs, they
were essentially soul mates with no musical
rivalry between them. They did, early on, give
some recitals together, but as Erich’s success
as a teacher grew, that aspect of their lives
remained something for conversation at their
home in West Hampstead (“The Parsonage’, as
friends called it). Erich’s death from a heart
attack in 1989 left a void in Parsons’s life;
he commissioned a stained-glass window in
Vietheer's memory in St Cyprian’s Anglican
Church, Marylebone—the church they
had attended and where Parsons organised
a musically lavish memorial service.
Appointed OBE in 1977 and AO in 1990,
Parsons was an honorary member of the Royal
Academy of Music (1975) and the Guildhall
School of Music (1983); a fellow of the
Royal College of Music (1987); and the Royal
Philharmonic Society’s instrumentalist award
(1992). From 1983 he taught at the Royal
College of Music, being appointed Prince
Consort Professor of Piano Accompaniment
in 1994. His last months were torrid, with
the discovery and surgical removal of tumours
caused by the skin malignancy Merkel cell
carcinoma. Despite numerous operations,
he insisted on fulfilling many of his recital
commitments, giving his last concert,
in Stockholm, with Barbara Bonney on
10 December 1994. He died on 26 January
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1995 at Westminster and was cremated; his
ashes were brought back to Australia. His
funeral service was held in the same church
as Vietheer’s.

Parsons was one of Australia’s greatest
musicians and, as an international star, was
the peer of Dame Nellie Melba [q.v.10]
and Dame Joan Sutherland in calibre and
renown. His discography is extensive and the
catalogue of singers and instrumentalists with
whom he performed and recorded is long,
including such names as Birgit Nilsson, Dame
Janet Baker, Olaf Bir, Christa Ludwig, Jessye
Norman, and Lauris Elms. Though he loved
performing with Australians, he almost never
played Australian music (and, in any case, was
out of sympathy with all twentieth-century
music, apart from Richard Strausss works).
Nevertheless, he was supportive of fledgling
Australian musicians when they came to
Britain; the pianist John Talbot remembered
his ‘kind and generous intercession’, which
‘gave me a swifter entrée into the musical life
of London than ... I might have found by my
own unaided efforts’ (Talbot, pers. comm.).

Virtually everyone who performed with
Parsons revered the experience and used words
like profound, impeccable, insightful, and
musically imaginative to describe his playing;
experts considered him superior to Gerald
Moore, whom he succeeded in renown.
Some wondered why a musician of his
brilliance did not pursue a career as a soloist;
his invariable answer was that he derived
greater musical and emotional satisfaction
from collaborations, especially with singers.
Friends also remembered the fastidiousness
of dress and grooming of the elegant man:
‘Mad on clothes’ (Kimber pers. comm.), he
had transformed from a plump schoolboy in
short trousers to a musician of close to 6 feet
(183 cm) tall, who seemed born to appear
in a suit of tails.

Music was almost a religion for Parsons,
but he was also a committed Christian.
Though brought up Congregationalist, he had
become a confirmed Anglican (in St Paul’s
Cathedral) quite soon after moving to London.
Family was also of profound importance,
especially his devotion to his mother. When
he left Australia, his father had written to him:
‘Be steadfast in your faith ... accept praise as
a reward for work well done ... disdain what
is obvious flattery’ (Davis 2006, 20). One of
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his aphorisms probably epitomises the man
and his values: “The why of music is terribly
important’. The Accompanists Guild of SA
Inc. named an award in his honour, and the
University of Sydney established the Geoffrey

Parsons Australian scholarship.
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PAUL, VICTOR BARRY (1938-1994),
businessman, was born on 11 October 1938
at Marrickville, Sydney, son of Joseph Victor
Paul, carrier, and his wife Emily Millicent
Lillian, née Bullow. Barry was educated at
Trinity Grammar School (1949-53) and
West Sydney Technical College. He began
his working life as a cadet with the Electricity
Commission of New South Wales, where he
remained for six years. During this period
he became a qualified accountant, and
on 7 February 1959 at Trinity Grammar’s
chapel he married Sydney-born Yvonne Kaye
Alexander, a clerk; they later divorced. After
working as an accountant for the building firm
Paynter and Dixon Industries Ltd (1960-69)
and as a commercial manager for Concrete
Industries (Monier) Ltd (1970-72), he moved
to Townsville, Queensland, in 1973 to take up
a role as company secretary and then general
manager for Kern Bros Ltd.

By the time Paul began work there, Kern
Bros a well-established Queensland
construction company, concentrating on
developing land and building houses in several
areas of the State. As a result of the illness and
subsequent death of the company’s founder,
Ronald Kern [q.v.15], Paul was appointed

was

659

chairman and managing director of the Kern
enterprise, a position he held from 1976 to
1991. Under his leadership, Kern Corporation
Ltd (as it became known) grew from a profitable
Queensland firm building a large number of
houses to a national company that constructed
a string of costly shopping complexes and
office buildings in the cities and towns of
Queensland, New South Wales, and Victoria.
Among the corporation’s achievements was
the construction of Grosvenor Place in
Sydney, which in 1989 was ‘Australia’s largest
commercial building’ (Abbott 1989, 8).

Brisbane became the headquarters of Kern
Corporation in 1979, and Paul developed
a high profile within the city’s business and
political community. He helped to raise funds
for the State Library of Queensland and the
St Andrew’s War Memorial Hospital, and
was involved with the civic promotion of
Brisbane as chair of Tourism Brisbane, as well
as through committee work on Brisbane’s
unsuccessful bid to host the 1992 Olympics.
On 24 July 1982 at Pullenvale, Brisbane, he
married Stephanie Phillips, a public relations
consultant. In 1986 he was appointed OBE.

Although not a financial member, Paul
was a supporter of the National Party and
vocal admirer of the Queensland premier, (Sir)
Joh Bjelke-Petersen. He chaired a fundraising
dinner for the Bjelke-Petersen Foundation in
1980, but was angered by Australian Labor Party
allegations that Kern Corporation was given
special treatment because it donated money to
the foundation. Although he helped to organise
a series of business dinners in September—
November 1986 which provided the catalyst
for the ‘Joh for PM’ campaign, he played no
further role in Bjelke-Petersen’s unsuccessful
bid for Canberra. He subsequently threw his
support behind Mike Ahern as replacement for
Bjelke-Petersen in 1987.

One of Paul’s unfulfilled dreams was his
plan to construct a ‘massive Chicago-style
glass and granite office tower’ (Wilson 2003,
41), following a design by the American
architect John Burgee. Between 1987 and
1990, Kern Corporation purchased a large
parcel of property in the Brisbane central
business district to realise this vision,
attracting condemnation from some residents
because heritage buildings were demolished in
the process.
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Ultimately the tower was not built
because, 1991, Kern
Corporation went into receivership. While
the company held more than $1.15 billion
in assets as late as 1989, it had accumulated
large debts. With the property boom of the

1980s now over, the corporation’s main

in  September

creditor, the Commonwealth Bank, effectively
withdrew its support and the company could
not continue operating. Whether Paul could
have saved the corporation from collapse by
better anticipating the end of the boom and
preparing more thoroughly for the economic
downturn is a matter for speculation. It is
noteworthy, however, that he was not
condemned in the media as a reckless, ruthless
businessman as other contemporary high-
flyers who fell victim to the boom-bust cycle
had been portrayed.

Paul described Kern
collapse as the worst day ‘in his business
life’ (Lehmann 16 October 1991, 1). Soon
afterwards, he filed for bankruptcy, but in
February 1992 his creditors agreed to release

Corporation’s

him. This allowed him to continue his business
career in Brisbane, primarily as a director
and deputy chairman of Palmer Tube Mills
Ltd, a steel fabrication company. Calm in
negotiation and ever tenacious, he was fond
of saying ‘the only thing you get from looking
back is a sore neck’ (Scott 1994, 3). He died of
cancer on 18 August 1994 at Anstead and was
cremated. He was survived by his wife, two
daughters and two sons of his first marriage,
and one son of his second.
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PAYNE, ALAN NEWBURY (1921-
1995), naval architect, was born on
11 December 1921 at Brockley, London, elder
son of Sidney Arthur Payne, master mariner,
and his wife Gladys Newbury, née Rowing.
The family moved to Australia in 1929, first
living in Brisbane, where Sidney worked
ashore, and later moving to Rose Bay, Sydney.
Alan attended Sydney Grammar School,
passing the Leaving certificate examination in
1938. He then held a cadetship in the drawing
office at the Cockatoo Island dockyard
while studying naval architecture at Sydney
Technical College; he gained his diploma
in 1945.

At school Payne had shared a love of
sailing with his brother Bill and lifelong
friend Bryce Mortlock. The three boys began
designing boats, including the Payne Mortlock
sailing canoe. Described as a ‘legendary craft’
(Mortlock 2004, 42) among sailors, the 19-foot
(5.8 m) boat was known for its canoe-shaped
hull and sailing speed, and could sometimes
outpace the famous 18-foot (5.5 m) skiffs of
Sydney Harbour and Brisbane.

After completing his cadetship, Payne
established a practice as a naval architect,
advertising his services in the design of
wood or steel vessels under power or sail.
His sailing craft gained him a reputation
among Sydney’s yachting community. A local
yachtsman, Ernest Merrington, gave him his
first commission, 7hurloo, a 39-foot (11.9 m)
steel yacht suitable for both offshore racing
and cruising. Payne competed in the first
Sydney to Hobart yacht race in 1945 aboard
Horizon. The event would showcase his later
designs. Nocturne, a timber vessel planned as
a harbour racer, won line honours in 1952 in
light conditions. Solo, a steel cruising yacht
built and owned by Vic Meyer, was also
a victorious ocean racer, winning on handicap
in 1956 and 1962 and taking line honours in
1958 and 1959. Payne’s wooden Tasman
Seabird class was particularly successful, with
Cherana winning the event on handicap
in 1959 and Kaleena finishing second on
handicap the following year.

When Sir Frank Packer [q.v.15] and the
Royal Sydney Yacht Squadron—of which
Payne was a member—challenged for the
1962 America’s Cup, Payne was commissioned
to design the Australian challenger, Gretel.
He studied both the complicated design rules
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of the competitions 12-metre class, and the
lines of the American vessel Vim, which was
chartered and brought to Sydney Harbour.
Twice visiting the United States of America,
on one trip he was allowed to test scale models
in the towing tank at the Stevens Institute
of Technology at Hoboken, New Jersey.
He designed the hull, rigging, and sail plans,
and ‘broke new ground’ (d’Apulget 1980,
104) with some of Gretels innovative fittings.
Built by Lars Halvorsen Sons Pty Ltd, Sydney,
it was launched in February 1962.

The New York Yacht Club successfully
defended the Australian challenge in
September, but the momentwhen Grezelsurged
past the American defender, Weatherly, to take
the second race was a defining moment in
Australian yachting, opening the possibility of
winning the America’s Cup. Payne worked on
the design of Gretel I for another unsuccessful
Australian challenge for the trophy in 1970.
His Advance proved uncompetitive in the
series to determine a challenger in 1983.

At the registrar general’s office, Sydney,
on 4 March 1965 Payne had married Betty
Lucille Forsyth, née Jones; they later divorced.
On 12 May 1973 he married Gwendolene
Avice (Wendy) Hay, an English-born teacher, in
a Presbyterian service at Mosman. In a diverse
career, he had worked as an engineer at the
Bond’s Industries Ltd clothing factory and as
chief designer for De Havilland Marine in the
1960s, and had collaborated with a number
of naval architects and boat designers. During
the 1980s, in partnership with Keith Lawson,
he developed the design for the First Fleet
class catamaran ferries for service on Sydney
Harbour. He also engineered the hydraulic
hoist used to raise and lower the flag on new
Parliament House, Canberra. In 1993 he was
appointed AM.

Payne is remembered for his innovations
in yacht design, and for his strong seaworthy
cruising craft. The Americas Cup challengers
Gretel and Gretel II were considered by some
to be superior to the American defenders,
and his cruising yachts have completed
circumnavigations of the world and sailed
into Antarctic waters. Gretel II's skipper in
1970, Sir James Hardy, later said that ‘the
word magic could be applied to Alan’ (Mundle
1995, 18). Modest and quietly spoken, he
had ‘great determination, sincerity, and spirit
(Davis 1967, 149). He died on 20 June 1995

at his Mosman home, survived by his wife and
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twin daughters; he was cremated. In 2005 he
was inducted into the Americas Cup Hall
of Fame. His daughter Rosetta also became
a naval architect.
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PEDEN, HAROLD (1920-1993), trade
unionist, was born on 11 March 1920 in
Perth, eldest of three sons of English-born
parents Charles Harold Peden, watchman and
cleaner, and his wife Dorothy, née Durden.
Harold left school at fourteen and worked as
a messenger boy at a department store. His
father’s death in 1939 brought him added
responsibility as the family’s principal wage-
earner. With the outbreak of World War II he
found a welding job, enabling him to gain his
tradesman’s rights certificate as a welder in the
boilermaking trade. He became a provisional
member of the Boilermakers Society of
Australia, and a full member in 1958, after
gaining his A Certificate in welding.

Radicalised by the Depression, Peden
had joined the Communist Party of Australia
(CPA) in 1941. On 3 October 1942 at
St Andrew’s Presbyterian Church, Perth,
he married Jessie Garden, a shop assistant.
Between 1940 and 1968 he worked as
a welder, a reserved occupation during the war,
and served (1952-68) as a shop steward for
the union at engineering and metal fabricating
shops and on construction sites around Perth
and the Kwinana industrial area. Told that he
was ‘as Red as Red can be’ (Layman 2014, 9),
employers sometimes sacked him when the
opportunity arose. In those years he developed
industrial deafness.
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Peden began full-time union work in 1968
with the boilermakers union, known since 1965
as the Boilermakers' and Blacksmiths' Society
of Australia. He was elected BBS organiser in
1970, and continued in the role (1973—78) after
the union became part of the Amalgamated
Metal Workers' Union (AMWU). In August
1972 he helped coordinate direct action
(including a ‘flying squad’ of pickets) to
successfully resist an attempt by employers to
cut over-award payments. A fiercely fought
campaign for shorter working hours targeted
Alcoas Pinjarra Alumina Refinery operations
and in 1975 resulted in a thirty-six-hour week
for metalworkers at the site. He was prominent
in the campaign to extend this victory by
embedding a 38-hour week in the metal trades
award. He was elected State president of the
AMWU in 1978 and, until his retirement
in July 1985, he led the Western Australian
component of the union’s nationwide struggle
to halt the decline of Australian manufacturing.

Failures in occupational health and safety
were among the problems Peden tackled as
a union official. The Occupational Health and
Safety Act 1984 came about partly because
of his tireless advocacy and lobbying of the
State government. Championing workers’
education and active in shop stewards
training, he set up an education program with
a dedicated officer within the AMWU, and
assisted the work of the Trade Union Training
Authority after it was established in 1975.

As a committed member of the CPA until
1984, Peden continued to believe that unions
should extend their activities beyond wages and
working conditions into politics. Although he
was aware of opposition from some members
who did not see such protests as union business,
he strongly supported Aboriginal rights, and
threw the AMWU’s weight behind the protest
against oil drilling on Noonkanbah station in
1980. He opposed race and sex discrimination,
and supported equal pay. A peace campaigner,
he helped lead the mass action against the
Vietnam War, organising the earliest of Perth’s
moratorium marches. In 1975 he helped
establish the Friends of East Timor (Western
Australia) and in the 1980s was central to
union participation in the People for Nuclear
Disarmament protests.

A delegate to the Trades & Labor Council
of Western Australia (the peak body of State
unions) since its establishment in 1963, Peden
had been a member of its disputes committee,

and was elected to executive positions
(1978-85), including junior and later senior
vice president; he was made a life member
in 1985. In 1990 he was awarded an OAM.
With his extensive shop floor knowledge
and understanding of workers' concerns,
Peden was highly respected by the rank and
file, and admired for his honesty, integrity,
and wisdom. ‘Whats the workers’ view?’
(Layman 2014, 11) was his consistent inquiry
to shop stewards. Dedicated to his family, he
also loved sailing and fishing and each year
spent his annual holidays at Garden Island.
He died in a boating accident off Rottnest
Island on 28 January 1993, and was survived
by his wife, a daughter, and a son; he was
cremated. An annual lecture commemorates
his contribution to the Western Australian
labour movement.
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Manuscript. 18 October 2001. Copy held on
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Unpublished Manuscript. 4 February 1993. Copy
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3 (October 2014): 5-19; Mathers, Jan.
Personal communication; Peckham, Keith. Personal
communication; Peden, Harold. Interview by Stuart
Reid, 3 August, 14 September 1988, 21 January
1989. TLC(WA) oral history project, State Library
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Judyth Watson, 1979. State Library of Western
Australia; Peden, Harold. “WA Strike Shatters Wage
Attack: Strikers Establish ... Workers’ Embassy a
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PETERKIN, ANGUS ROY (1906—
1991), children’s home administrator, was
born on 8 March 1906 at Maylands, Western
Australia, only surviving son of Scottish-born
John Peterkin, engine-driver, and his South
Australian—born wife Alice, née MacDonald.
Roy was educated at Maylands primary
school, Perth Boys” School, and Perth Modern
School. He joined the Education Department
as a monitor in 1923 and by 1924 had
been posted as teacher and librarian to the
Fairbridge Farm School, where he developed
a keen interest in child welfare. That year
he was awarded a teaching certificate by
the Claremont Teachers College, and then
taught at a succession of schools in the Perth
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metropolitan area. He studied part time at the
University of Western Australia (BA, 1936).
On 29 December 1932 at St George's
Cathedral, Perth, he had married Mary Alice
Louise Paterson, also a teacher.

By 1938 Peterkin had returned to the
teachers college as a lecturer in geography.
In 1942 he wrote a textbook, 7he Industrial
Development of Western Australia: A Handbook
of Information on the Primary and Secondary
Industries of the State. An aspiration to work in
the field of child welfare was achieved when, in
April, the ‘elusive vacancy ... for which I had
waited so long” (Peterkin 1988, 69) led to his
appointment as resident manager of the Swan
Boys' Orphanage at Middle Swan. Staff and
boys, who had resented the dismissal of his
predecessor, opposed him at first but he won
them over with skilled management.

Soon after taking up his position, he
successfully handled the problem of finding
accommodation for children evacuated from the
Perth Girls' Orphanage as a wartime precaution.
In 1943 the orphanages were amalgamated into
the Anglican Homes for Children (known as
Swan Homes), with Peterkin as manager. With
the assistance of Mary, who took an important
role in the activities of the institution, he
established a school and a recreational program
on the premises, and implemented a cottage
system in which small groups of children lived
in a family environment. Not content that
the children should be trained only for farm
work or domestic service, he encouraged their
enrolment at local high schools. Buildings
were improved and extended, and recreational
facilities such as tennis courts were provided.
Budget restraints were tight, but he was adroit
at making ends meet and gradually built up an
endowment fund.

After World War II Peterkin’s belief that
‘the child was the best migrant’ (Peterkin
1988, 105) led him in 1947 to welcome
a scheme sponsored by the Church of
England Council of Empire Settlement.
During the next twelve years, over 200 British
children, unaccompanied by their parents,
were placed at the Swan Homes. Two years
later, the Parkerville Children’s Home came
under Peterkin’s control after the Anglican
Community of the Sisters of the Church
withdrew. In 1955, at the request of the State
government, the board of the Anglican Homes
for Children accepted responsibility for
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accommodating young offenders, and opened
the Anglican Farm School (later ‘Hillston’),
at Stoneville in the hills east of Perth.

By the late 1950s support for British
child migration was dwindling, and official
policy was shifting to favour the fostering of
necessitous children rather than institutional
care. The Swan Homes renamed
Swanleigh in 1960 and adapted to provide
accommodation for rural high school students
studying in Perth; they made up half of the
residents in 1961 and over three-quarters
in 1966. Peterkin’s job title was changed to
director of Anglican institutions.

In 1966 Peterkin was awarded the British
Empire Medal. After retiring in 1971, he and
Mary (d. 1989) moved first to Albany and then
to an aged-care village at the Perth suburb of Bull
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Creek. There he wrote a history of Swanleigh,
while indulging his passion for travel, fishing,
gardening, and community service. Survived
by two daughters and a son, he died at Como
on 11 August 1991 and was cremated. Roy
and Mary Peterkin had been caring guardians
of the children entrusted to them, and devoted
members of the Anglican Church. Described
by his daughter as ‘conscientious, resourceful,
and reflective’ (Peterkin, pers. comm.),
Peterkin could be a hard taskmaster, and felt
the weight of responsibility in caring for the
children of others.

Anglican Messenger. October 1991, 5; Peterkin,
Angus Roy. Interview by Chris Jeffery, 1985.
Transcript. State Library of Western Australia;
Peterkin, A. Roy. The Noisy Mansions: The Story of
Swanleigh 1868-1971. Midland, WA: Swanleigh
Council, 1988; Peterkin, Judith.
communication; State Records Office of Western
Australia. Education Department Teacher’s Records.
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PETERSILKA, AUGUSTIN (GUS)
(1918-1994), café owner, was born on
20 July 1918 in Vienna, son of locally born
Rudolf Petersilka, businessman, and his
wife Josefine, née Pospisil, born in Bohemia
(Czech Republic). While at school, Gus was
encouraged into hospitality by his father, who
ran a restaurant in Vienna. He was assistant
manager (1934-38) of a farm supplying
hotels while enrolled in a commercial course
by correspondence. Rudolf’s socialist politics
also influenced Gus, who ran food for the

Republikanischer ~ Schutzbund — (Republican
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Defence League) during its February 1934
uprising. Following Austria’s annexation by
Germany in 1938, Rudolf, who was Jewish,
was forced into a labour camp, while Gus
‘disappeared’ into the Alps, where he lived
by tending livestock. His encounters with
arbitrary violence at the end of World War II
sharpened his conviction never ‘to fail to
speak up for what I believed in’ (Farquharson
1994, 21), while his association with Allied
investigations into collaboration, as an
employee of the United States military, firmed
his desire to seek a future outside Europe.

In October 1950 Petersilka arrived in
Sydney, joining his elder sister Else, who had
migrated with her husband two years earlier
and settled at Willoughby. Their parents
followed the next year. Petersilka also applied
for entrance to Australia on behalf of his wife
Amalia, née Circa, a shop assistant he had
married before leaving Austria; the application
was approved, but she never emigrated.
Finding Sydney ‘primitive’, he headed
‘outback’ (Petersilka 1994, 15), managing
the dairy herd at O. R. Falkiners [q.v.8]
Boonoke station, north of Deniliquin, New
South Wales. Alone for long hours, he wrote
intensively about his wartime experiences,
but destroyed this work. Moving into timber
cutting, he was based at Echuca, Victoria,
until injury brought him back to Sydney.
While convalescing, with a job delivering
dry cleaning, he wrote an ambitious film
script, ‘Pro Patria, set on a Luftwaffe airbase
and expressing his conviction that ‘peace
and liberty cannot survive without sacrifice’
(NAA A1336). Divorced from his first wife,
on 23 December 1959 at the registrar general’s
office, Sydney, he married Maureen Cecilia
Montgomery, a secretary.

The Petersilkas moved to Canberra
in 1961, Gus having been impressed by
opportunities in the rapidly growing city
while visiting friends. He was naturalised that
year. Working as a hardware salesman, he was
active in the Austrian-Australian Cultural
Society, providing local audiences with
foreign-language theatre and film. In 1965 he
borrowed funds from the developers of a new
retail court at Manuka to establish a café.
Supporting live music and poetry readings, the
Thetis Court Café proved popular, particularly
with younger patrons. Other retailers were
less happy with late-night dancing and the
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proposed staging in 1968 of ‘Viet Rock),
an anti-war musical. In 1969 Petersilka
established a theatre-restaurant adjoining
the capital's new performing arts centre,
but was impeded by restrictions on selling
alcohol after midnight. His determination
to transform Canberra from ‘a large museum
which closes down at night' (Canberra Times
1966, 6) would face continuing obstacles.
Petersilka’s most sustained campaign
centred on his next enterprise—'Gus’s Café' —
which he leased in 1970 with the intention
of providing pavement service on a European
model in the city centre. The Department of
the Interior initially opposed such provision,
and then imposed restrictions that Petersilka
disregarded. In a series of confrontations,
authorities confiscated tables, umbrellas,
and canopies, leading to public demands for
their return. With a sharp eye for publicity,
Petersilka similarly protested at rent increases,
barricading himself against sheriffs. His
frustration led, in 1978, to a venture in nearby
Queanbeyan, New South Wales, providing
‘old-fashioned’ service in a converted mill: it
was not a success. Selling his city café in 1982,
he returned to Vienna in 1984, marrying
Andrea Bees-Costin while there. But he was
back the following year, declaring ‘whatever
shortcomings Canberra has, its good points
outweigh them by far’ (Longhurst 1985, 2).
Beyond business, a prolific stream of letters
to the Canberra Times conveyed Petersilka’s
advocacy for many causes. With tenacity, high
principle, and teasing humour, he opposed—
among much else—the fluoridisation of
Canberra’s water supply, the introduction
of poker machines, and the use of napalm
in Vietnam. His concern with ‘profiteers
encompassed causes ranging from health
(he inserted his own cancer warnings on the
cigarette packets he sold) to ‘moral pollutior,
including opposing the liberalisation of access
to pornography. Complaining of a loss of ‘self-
discipline’, he called for the reintroduction of
national service in 1978. Towards the end
of his life, he criticised homosexual rights
campaigns as a challenge to the ‘social fibre of
western civilisation’ (Canberra Times 1994, 2).
Short and dapper, Petersilka had an
appetite for controversy that made him a figure
of affectionate regard in a community keen
for personalities. He was named Canberran
of the Year in 1978. Translating that appeal
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into politics was more challenging. In 1970
he sought election to the Australian Capital
Territory Advisory Council, committed to
increasing community engagement; in 1979
he ran as an Independent candidate for
the House of Assembly, promising ‘sit-ins’
against over-regulation. Both campaigns were
unsuccessful. Opposing the introduction of
self-government through the 1980s, he judged
the ACT had already developed effective forms
of citizen participation.

In several enterprises, Petersilka continued
to test the market for, and regulations around,
his ideal of hospitality. He was famed for his
cosmopolitanism and generosity perhaps more
than for the catering at his premises. His last
venture was Café Augustin, a smoke-free venue
in the city specialising in Viennese cuisine,
which he established in 1991. News of his final
illness in 1994 brought tributes to an enigmatic
‘Canberra institution’. He died of cancer on
23 October 1994 at Woden Valley Hospital
and was buried in Queanbeyan lawn cemetery.
Divorced three times, he was survived by Ding
Shu Jian, whom he had married in Canberra
on 12 March 1992. A street in the Canberra
suburb of Gungahlin is named after him and
a plaque commemorates him in the ACT
Honour Walk. ‘Gus’s Café’ was placed on the
ACT Heritage Register in 2011.

Canberra Times. ‘City Called a Big Museum.’
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A1336, 57783, SP244/2, N1950/2/12092, SP244/3,
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NicHoLas BRowN

PETROV, VLADIMIR
MIKHAILOVICH (1907-1991) and
Evdokia Alekseevna Petrova (1914-2002),
Soviet intelligence officers and defectors, were
husband and wife. Vladimir was born Afanasii
Mikhailovich Shorokhov on 15 February 1907
into a peasant family at Larikha, in central
Siberia, Russia. He and his two brothers
became fatherless when he was seven. After
attending a local school (1915-17), from
the age of fourteen he helped to support his
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mother as a blacksmith’s apprentice. His ascent
in the Communist Party of the Soviet Union
began in 1923 when he established a local
(All-Union Young
Communist League) cell. Later he qualified as
a cipher specialist in the Soviet Navy. In 1929
he changed his surname to Proletarskii and
four years later was recruited by the OGPU
(Joint State Political Directorate). He survived
Stalin’s purges in the 1930s and served in
China (1938-39) as chief of a cipher unit, for
which he was awarded a Red Star.

In June 1940, now a major in the NKVD
(People’s Commissariat for Internal Affairs),
Proletarskii married Evdokia Alekseevna
Kartseva; both were divorcees. She was born
on 15 September 1914 in the village of Lipki,
in Riazan province, near Moscow. During the
famine of 1919 the family travelled to Siberia
where they experienced further hunger and

Komsomol Leninist

hardship, before moving back to Moscow
in 1924. There she joined the Pioneers, the
official youth movement for all children under
fifteen, which conferred eligibility to join the
Komsomol. Later, she studied English and
Japanese, was recruited by the OGPU in 1933,
and specialised in code breaking.

Proletarskii was renamed Petrov, regarded
as a more suitable name for a foreign posting.
In July 1942 he and his wife, by then an
experienced cipher expert, were sent to
the Soviet embassy in Stockholm under
diplomatic cover. They returned to Moscow
in 1947, and he was promoted to lieutenant
colonel in the MGB (Ministry of State
Security); Evdokia held the rank of captain in
the MGB. On 5 February 1951 they arrived
at the Soviet embassy in Canberra. As cover
for their intelligence work, he was designated
consul and third secretary, she an embassy
clerk and accountant.

Evdokia had access to top-secret cable
traffic from the central headquarters of the
KGB (Committee for State Security which
in 1954 succeeded the MGB) and acquired
extensive knowledge of Soviet espionage
operations. Vladimir performed the duties
of the chief MVD (Ministry of Internal
Affairs)

Soviet organisations and recruiting Australian

resident, penetrating local anti-
agents for espionage activity. In the latter
task he was singularly unsuccessful. The
hunter was already the hunted. Five months

after his arrival, Petrov was befriended by an
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apparently pro-communist Russian-speaking
Polish émigré, Michael Bialoguski [q.v.17]
and, like Petrov, a prodigious drinker and
womaniser. Petrov believed Bialoguski was
‘ripe for recruitment’ (NAA A6201, 156) but
Bialoguski was working for the Australian
Security Intelligence Organisation (ASIO),
under the codenames Diablo and Jack Baker,
and was tasked with cultivating Petrov and
persuading him to defect.

Petrov and Bialoguski first met at the
Russian Social Club in Sydney on 7 July
1951. As their friendship flourished, their
lives became entwined and increasingly
seedy. Together, they frequented the bars
and brothels of Kings Cross and commenced
an illegal but lucrative trade in the sale of
duty-free whisky. Bialoguski was pivotal
to Petrov’s defection. During the weekend
of 21-22 November, when Petrov stayed
at Bialoguski’s Sydney flat, as he often did,
Bialoguski first offered financial assistance
if Petrov stayed in Australia.

After Stalin’s death in March 1953 events
in the Soviet Union intensified Petrov’s
anxieties and readiness to defect. In June
Lavrentii Beria, first deputy premier, head of
the MVD and Petrov’s protector, was arrested,
and six months later, executed. Menacingly, the
Petrovs were accused of forming an anti-party
‘Beria cell’ within the embassy. In September
1953 a new Soviet ambassador arrived
in Australia. The Petrovs were becoming
scared: Evdokia was accused of insulting the
ambassador’s wife and dismissed from her
embassy positions, and the ambassador was
highly critical of Vladimirs performance.
The likelihood of a recall to Moscow loomed.
On 21 February at Bialoguski’s flat, Vladimir
met ASIO’s deputy director, Ron Richards
[q.v.18], who offered him political asylum in
Australia. At a second meeting on 19 March,
he was offered £5,000 produced in cash from
Richards’s briefcase. This had a great impact
on Petrov, as did a personal meeting with
ASIO’s director-general, (Sir) Charles Spry
[q.-v.]. On 3 April he formally sought political
asylum and the next day he defected.

Vladimir kept Evdokia ignorant of his
decision and had abandoned her. For two
weeks following his defection she was, in
effect, a prisoner inside the embassy until
diplomatic couriers arrived to take her back
to Russia. In her own words, she was ‘very
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frightened’ (NAA A6201, 12) and had even
attempted suicide. Her fear was palpable
when, on 19 April 1954, her burly couriers,
Karpinsy and Zharkov, roughly escorted her
across the tarmac at Sydney’s Mascot airport
amid a highly charged public demonstration
against herapparent kidnapping. Photographs,
now iconic, of Evdokia’s obvious terror and
lost high-heeled shoe captured her distress.
Further drama ensued when the plane landed
in Darwin to refuel. There the couriers were
forcibly disarmed by local police; phone
calls were made between Prime Minister
(Sir) Robert Menzies [q.v.15], ASIO, and the
Petrovs; and an ambivalent Evdokia eventually
announced her wish to stay in Australia, just
fifteen minutes before the plane was scheduled
to depart. On 21 April she applied for, and
was granted, political asylum. The couple
were reunited in Sydney, but their marriage
was strai