Contributors

Transform Aqorau is from Solomon Islands. He studied law in Papua
New Guinea and Canada and undertook his PhD in law at the University
of Wollongong. He started his career as a legal officer in the Solomon
Islands Ministry of Foreign Affairs, where he served for 10 years. He has
worked as a legal adviser to the Pacific Islands Forum Secretariat in
Fiji, and with the Pacific Islands Forum Fisheries Agency in Solomon
Islands, where he served as legal counsel and deputy director-general.
He was founding CEO of the Parties to the Nauru Agreement Office
in the Marshall Islands and administered the Purse Seine and Longline
Vessel Day Schemes. He is CEO of iTuna Intel, a Solomon Islands—based
consultancy and research firm specialising in international fisheries law,
and the founding director of Pacific Catalyst, a research consortium
consisting of Duke University, the University of the South Pacific (USP),
the Australian National Centre for Oceans, Resources and Security of the
University of Wollongong, the Environmental Defense Fund and iTuna
Intel. He is an adjunct fellow in the School of Government, Development
and International Affairs at USP and a visiting fellow at the Australian
National Centre for Oceans, Resources and Security at the University of
Wollongong. He has published on Pacific tuna fisheries and other aspects
of development studies. In 2020, he took up the post of Solomon Islands
Permanent Representative to the United Nations.

Laurentina ‘Mica’ Barreto Soares is a PhD candidate at Swinburne
University of Technology, Australia. Her research is focused on
China—Timor-Leste relations. She earned her master’s in international
development from Ohio University in 2011. Mica has worked as
a senior technical support advisor to the Office of the Commissioner
of the Anti-Corruption Commission of Timor-Leste and as a program
specialist on governance and public administration to the United Nations
Development Program Timor-Leste. A Fulbright scholarship and the
Swinburne University Postgraduate Research Award have supported her
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research. Her work has been published in the Routledge Handbook of
Contemporary Timor-Leste. She has presented her findings to audiences in
China, the United Kingdom, Brazil, Canada, Australia and Timor-Leste.

Fei Sheng is an associate professor in the Department of History at
Sun Yat-sen University in Guangzhou, China. He is also the deputy
director of the National Center for Oceania Studies sponsored by the
Chinese Ministry of Education. He publishes widely on topics including
the Chinese diaspora in the Antipodes and the environmental history
of modern migration. He received his doctorate at Peking University
(Beijing). His dissertation drew on fieldwork in the Victorian goldfields
and the National Archives of Australia.

Gerard A. Finin has worked in the Asia-Pacific region for over three
decades, with a focus on Oceania and Southeast Asia. He recently joined the
faculty of Cornell University’s Department of City and Regional Planning,.
Prior to this, he served as director of the East-West Center’s Pacific Islands
Development Program in Honolulu, Hawai‘i, where he worked with
Pacific Island governments on issues of economic development, climate
change and sustainability. His research endeavours have been supported by
the Asian Development Bank, the United Nations, the Ford Foundation,
and the US Department of State. He earned his undergraduate degree
from the University at Albany and received his doctorate from Cornell.

Iati Iati is a senior lecturer in the Politics and International Relations
Programme and a Pacific security fellow in the Centre for Strategic
Studies at Victoria University of Wellington. He teaches international
relations and New Zealand foreign policy at the undergraduate level
and strategic studies at the master’s level. He coedited a 2018 book on
New Zealand and the World: Past, Present and Future, and has published
on various subject matters in relation to Pacific politics, including land
reform, regionalism, geopolitics and governance. He was a lecturer and
senior lecturer at the University of Otago Politics Department for eight
years, and was also codirector for the 48th and 50th Otago Foreign Policy
Schools. His current projects include New Zealand foreign policy in the
Pacific, the geopolitics of the Pacific and land reform in the Pacific.

Tarcisius Kabutaulaka is an associate professor and director of the Center
for Pacific Islands Studies (CPIS) at the University of Hawai‘i at Manoa.
He is the editor the Pacific Islands Monograph Series and a member of
the editorial board of 7he Contemporary Pacific. Kabutaulaka is a political
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scientist with research interests in China in Oceania, land and economic
development, natural resources and economic development, conflicts and
postconflict rehabilitation/peacebuilding, international interventions and
political developments in Oceania. He is the coeditor (with Greg Fry) of
Intervention and State-Building in the Pacific: The Legitimacy of ‘Cooperative
Intervention’(Manchester University Press, 2008). He has a PhD from The
Australian National University and undergraduate and master’s degrees
from the University of the South Pacific (USP). He joined CPIS in 2009.
Prior to that, he was a research fellow at the East-West Center’s Pacific
Islands Development Program and previously taught at USP. Kabutaulaka
comes from Tasimauri on Guadalcanal, Solomon Islands.

Nic Maclellan is a journalist and researcher working in the Pacific
Islands. He is a correspondent for Islands Business magazine and a regular
contributor to Pacnews, The Contemporary Pacific, Inside Story and other
regional media. He has published widely on French colonial policy in the
Pacific and is coauthor of La France dans le Pacifique—de Bougainville
a Moruroa (La Découverte, 1992) and After Moruroa—France in the South
Pacific (Ocean Press, 1998). His latest book Grappling with the Bomb
(ANU Press, 2017) is a history of British nuclear testing in Kiribati.

Jess Marinaccio received her doctorate in Pacific Studies at Victoria
University of Wellington, New Zealand, in 2019 and undertook
postdoctoral research with the Institute of Ethnology at Academia Sinica,
Taiwan. She is currently an independent researcher. She also holds
a masters in Chinese literature from National Taiwan University and
has worked as a Mandarin—English interpreter for the Tuvalu embassy in
Taiwan. Jess’s research focuses on Tuvalu—Taiwan cultural diplomacy as
well as understandings of diplomacy and indigeneity in Taiwan and its
Pacific allies. She has published relevant articles in Issues & Studies, Asia
Pacific Viewpoint, International Journal of Cultural Policy, International
Journal of Taiwan Studies and The Contemporary Pacific.

Patrick Matbob teaches communication arts at Divine Word University in
Madang, Papua New Guinea (PNG). He formerly worked as a journalist
with Wantok, The Times of PNG and Post-Courier from 1985 to 2000.
He joined Divine Word University as a lecturer in the Department of
Communication Arts after gaining a master’s degree in journalism
studies from Cardiff University, Wales. He currently teaches courses in
journalism and publishing and assists in supervising students’ research.
He continues to write news and feature articles for local newspapers
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and was a correspondent for the regional Islands Business magazine in
Fiji for some years. His research interests are in journalism, media and
communications as well as governance issues, national elections, West
Papua and the growth of Chinese influence in PNG. He also has a keen
interest in PNG arts, having written about the country’s diverse traditional
and contemporary arts and music as a journalist. He has published several
papers and presented at local and international conferences. He has
coedited two books.

Sarah O’Dowd is a research student at The Australian National University
in the College of Asia and the Pacific studying economics and Asia-Pacific
security studies. She has previously been published by the Development
Policy Centre’s Devpolicy Blog, East Asia Forum and the political risk
start-up Foreign Brief.

Graeme Smith is a fellow in The Australian National University’s
Department of Pacific Affairs. His research team explores the People’s
Republic of Chinas investment, migration, military engagement,
technology and aid in the Asia-Pacific, with projects in Papua New
Guinea, Vanuatu, Fiji, Timor-Leste, Thailand and Vietnam. He also
hosts the award-winning Little Red Podcast with Louisa Lim, which covers
China beyond the Beijing beltway.

Henryk Szadziewski is a PhD candidate at the Department of Geography
and Environment at the University of Hawai‘i at Manoa. He holds
a bachelor’s (hons) in modern Chinese and Mongolian studies from the
University of Leeds and a master’s (econ.) in development management
from the University of Wales. His research focuses on the local impacts of
Chinese state economic interventions in Xinjiang and Fiji.

Sandra Tarte is an associate professor and head of the School of
Government, Development and International Affairs, Faculty of Business
and Economics at the University of the South Pacific (USP) in Suva, Fiji.
She has been a lecturer and senior lecturer at USP since 1995 and held
various roles, including head of the School of Social Sciences. Sandra
graduated with a PhD in East Asian studies from The Australian National
University (ANU) in 1996. Her PhD thesis, Japan’s Aid Diplomacy
and the Pacific Islands, was copublished by the ANU National Centre
for Development Studies and USP’s Institute of Pacific Studies in 1998.
Sandra specialises in the international politics of the Pacific Islands region.
Her publications include 7he New Pacific Diplomacy (ANU Press, 2015),
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coedited with Greg Fry. She has written widely on regional cooperation
in the Pacific, with a focus on fisheries management and conservation and
regional security issues. She has also consulted for the Pacific Islands Forum
Fisheries Agency, the South Pacific Regional Environment Programme,
the International Development Center of Japan and Greenpeace Pacific.

Merriden Varrall holds a PhD in Chinese foreign policy through the Free
University of Amsterdam and Macquarie University, Sydney. Chinese
overseas aid was an important component of her research and she spent
time conducting fieldwork in Madang and Papua New Guinea, as well as
elsewhere in the Asia-Pacific. Merriden is a nonresident fellow and former
East Asia Program director at the Lowy Institute in Sydney. Before this,
she headed the South-South cooperation unit of the United Nations
Development Programme in China, where she worked closely with
the Ministry of Commerce and Ministry of Foreign Affairs on China’s
global engagement. Prior to this role, she worked for the Australian
Government in Canberra, including in the development banks section
of the Department of Treasury. Merriden’s work on China, including
China in the Pacific, has been published in 7he Pacific Review, The Griffith
Review, The China Journal and The Quarterly Magazine, as well as in edited
volumes, Lowy Institute Analysis papers and the Europe China Research
and Advice Network research series.

Terence Wesley-Smith is a professor in the Center for Pacific Islands
Studies (CPIS) at the University of Hawai‘i at Manoa, where he has taught
courses about contemporary issues in Oceania for many years. He was CPIS
director from 201018, and edited the centre’s interdisciplinary journal
The Contemporary Pacific: A Journal of Island Affairs from 2008-15.
Dr Wesley-Smith coedited (with Jon Goss) Remaking Area Studies:
Teaching and Learning Across Asia and the Pacific (University of Hawai‘i
Press, 2010), as well as (with Edgar Porter) China in Oceania: Towards
a New Regional Order? (Berghahn Books, 2010). He has published
extensively about the implications of China’s rise in the Pacific Islands
and other political issues in the region. He is the Principal Investigator
of the National Resource Center grant (Pacific Islands) awarded by the
US Department of Education and managed by CPIS.

Denghua Zhang is a research fellow in the Department of Pacific
Affairs at The Australian National University (ANU). His PhD thesis,
completed in 2017 at ANU, examines Chinese foreign aid and trilateral
cooperation in the Asia-Pacific. He has developed an active research and
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teaching profile. His latest journal articles on China’s foreign policy,
development studies and Pacific Studies are published with 7hird World
Quarterly, The Pacific Review, Round Table, The Journal of Asia and the
Pacific Policy Studies, Security Challenges and Asian Journal of Political
Science. Denghua’s research mainly focuses on international relations,
development studies, Chinese foreign policy and foreign aid and China
in the Asia-Pacific, especially the Pacific. He has worked on the Pacific
region for nearly 20 years and acquired knowledge of Chinese diplomacy,
Chinese foreign aid and China in the Pacific.

Zhou Fangyin is dean of the School of International Relations, Guangdong
University of Foreign Studies, and director of the Center for Pacific Island
Countries Studies. He obtained his PhD from Tsinghua University in
2006, majoring in international relations. He was head of the Department
of Chinas regional strategy at the National Institute of International
Strategies, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences from 2011 to 2013. His
research interests include Chinese foreign policy, international strategies
and East Asian regional cooperation, as well as the study of Pacific Island
countries. He is the author of several books, including East Asian Order:
Ideas, Institution and Strategy (Social Sciences Academic Press, 2012), Asia-
Pacific Strategies of Major Powers (Social Sciences Academic Press, 2013)
and Development Report on China’s Diplomatic Relations with Neighbouring
Countries (Social Science Literature Publisher, 2015), and journal articles
in International Affairs and The Chinese Journal of International Politics.
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