LESSON 28
Clauses of Comparison

28.1. Introduction

Clauses of Comparison are introduced by relative adjectives and by relative
adverbs of manner, quality, quantity or degree. The relative adjective or
adverb is frequently balanced by the corresponding demonstrative adjective
or adverb in the leading clause (on which the clause of Comparison
depends). For example: s ... 0UTW(S) ... As ... so ...” Either or both

of these adverbs may be reinforced by kai: s kaf ... 007w kal ...: Just
as ..., even so ..." [OR: ‘so too ...”]. In Homer, s (accented) frequently

stands for oUTWLS.

28.2. Definite Comparison

The simplest form of comparison presents the circumstances of the
comparison as factual and uses the Indicative Mood in the clause of
Comparison.

\ 3 \ / N , , ’ 5 ~ ) ~
Kal ol pev Ankiot ATtpapdtTelov @apvdkov 86vTos avTols év T
Acia dknoar oUTwS @S €kacTos GpunTo. (Th. 5.1.)

And the Delians settled Atramyttium in Asia, when Pharnaces had granted
it to them, in such a way as each <man> had set out.

(There was no organised colony, but settlement was individual and
piecemeal.)

As adverbs, 00Tws modifies the verb ¢knoav, and ms modifies the verb
OpPNTO.
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28.3. Indefinite Comparison

An indefinite form of comparison uses the Subjunctive Mood with dv
in Primary sequence. Compare the difference between Open Particular
and Open General Conditions, Lesson 19.2.1 and Lesson 19.2.2. In the
following sentence, the 6mws clause refers to any occasion on which
Nicocles influences the attitude of his citizens.

OTWS ydp @y Tovs d\ovs Tpos cavTov 8Ladfis, oUTw kai ov
mpos €kelvovs €€ets. (Isoc. 2.23.)

For as you dispose the rest <of the community> towards yourself, so too will
you be inclined towards those <people>.

The equivalent of this construction in Past sequence has the Optative
without dv. (A Vivid construction, using Subj. with dv, may also occur
in Past sequence.)

EmMmovns 8¢ nuplokeTo, SLOTL ol TdpovTes Tols €pyols €KATTOLS
o TalTA Tepl TOV alTOV EXeyor, AN’ @S EkaTépwl TLS evvolas
i pripns éxot. (Th. 1.22.3.)

And the discoveries were painstakingly made, because those who had been
present at particular actions did not say the same things about the same
<events>, but <spoke> as any one had some goodwill towards either side or
some memory <of what had happened>.

(The Partitive Genitives singular evvo{as and pviuns function as direct
Objects of €xot. Cf. Lesson 37.3.4.)

28.4. Potential, Conditional and
Temporal Constructions

Potential, Conditional and Temporal constructions may occur within
a comparison.

28.4.1. Potential

... €yh 8¢ 0UdeV dpa ToUTWY Tolfow, Kal TadTa KWwdvelwy, @S
av 8oEatrpt, Tov Eoxatov kivduvov. (PLAp. 34 C.)
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oo but 1 shall actually do none of these things—and. this, when I am running,
as I would seem <to be>, the extreme risk.

ws with dv and potential Optative in Primary sequence.

28.4.2. Conditional

avTap ETELTa
\aol €movd’, @S €l Te peTd KTiAOoV €EOTETO PLHla
moper’ €k Botavns: (Hom.Z. 13.491-493.)

And then
the men were following, as if sheep <had> followed afier a ram
[from pasture, going to drink.

ws €t with Past Aorist Indicative in Past sequence.

oUTOS Yap €pol daiveTal Td évavtia Myew aiTos €avtd év T
vpadf, GOTEP AV €l €lmoL’ ddikel ZukpdTns Beols ov vopilov,
aM\a Beovs vopilwv. (PLAp. 27 A.)

For this <man> appears to me to say the opposite [himself] to himself in his
indictment, as (he would) if he were to say: Socrates does wrong in not
believing in gods but in believing in gods.

4 ”n 2 . . . .
womep av el with Optative in Primary sequence.

28.4.3. Temporal

os 8te (or ws oOmdTE) is especially common in Homeric similes.
The Mood is sometimes Indicative. But in Homer, an initial Subjunctive
without dv is often continued by Indicatives. The construction with
Subjunctive is indefinite.

adTdp 6 Bupov diche kal fpvyer, WS 0TE Tadpos
npvyev é\cdpevos ... (Hom.ZL 20.403-404.)

Then he was breathing out bis spirit and bellowed, as when a bull
bellows (lit. bellowed; Indic.) while being dragged along ...

s 6Te with Past Aorist Indicative (definite).
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@S &’ 61’ dvnp dmdlapvos, iov TOXeos medlolo,
oTNN €T OKkupbw ToTaAR® dNade TpopéovT,

adpd poppipovta iddv, avd T’ €8pap’ dmicow,

s T6Te Tudeldns dvexaleTo ... (Hom.I. 5.597-600.)

And as when a helpless man, going over a large plain,

stops (Subj.) at a swift-flowing river flowing on to the sea,

seeing it seething with foam, and runs (lit. ran; Indic.) backwards,
so at that time the son of Tydeus was recoiling ...

ws 6Te with Aorist Subjunctive (indefinite) continued by Past Aorist
Indicative (definite).

28.5. Other Correlative Adjectives and Adverbs

Other correlative adjectives and adverbs also express comparison.

Aokpdv 8 fyepbvever ‘Oirfjos Taxvs Alas,
nelwv, ol TL TGOS ye 600s Telapwvios Alas,
AANa OV pelwv. (Hom.Z/. 2.527-529.)

And of the Locrians the leader was Oeleuss <son>, swift Ajax,
smaller, not at all so big as Telamon’s son Ajax,
but much smaller.
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EXERCISE 28

Translate the following passages.

1.

kal TO TelevTaloy, Omws €RovlovTo, 0UTW TOV TONEROV
KaTEDEVTO.

TO TENeVTATOV adverbial
kaTaTBeobat (Mid.) to put an end to (+ Acc.)

3 \ \ / ’ [ \ & ) / ¢
NV HeV yap CEANNYN AAUTPA, €WPWY d€ OUTWS AAMAOUS WS
€V oeMjvn €lkos TNV Pev Gy Tob oWpaTos mpoopdy, TV 8¢
yrdow Tob oikelov amoTelodal.

geENVY, NS, M moonlight
™Y ... yvdow Subject of amoTetobat (Pass.)
ToD olke{ov acquaintance (either masc. or

collective neut.)

Spotov yap Gotmep av el dam eldévat, kal pn TapayeVoOpeVos,
boa Vpels TvTes mPATTETE.

Spotov (neut.) Understand éoi.

ws & amo odpaTos ol Tt MovT’ albwva Shvavtat
TOLILEVES dypavlol péya TewdovTa dleabat,
&s pa TOV 00k €8UvarTo 80w AlavTe kopuoTa
"ExTopa IMptapidnv amo vekpol deldiEacbat.

aifwv, -ovos, 0, 1 tawny

dypavlos, -ov (living) in the field(s)

Teway to be hungry

dleoBar (Mid.) to put to flight, to drive away

pa (enclitic adv.) just (modifying 0)s)

KOPUOTAS, -00, O (a) helmeted (man) (here dual)
deldlooesdal (Mid.) to frighten, to alarm, to scare away
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5. s & 0T av ék vedéwr TTHTAL VdAs e xalala
PuypT VO PLTAS albpnyevéos Bopéao,
0OS KpalTYeOS pepavia StémTaTto okéa ‘Ipts,
ayxol 8’ toTapévn mpooédrn kKA\uTov évvooiyatov:

méTeoHal
xdhala, s, 0
aibpnyevns, -€s
KPaLTVOS
Hepovéval
HEPLaWsS, -vida, -0
okls, -€la, -0
aryxod (adv.)

to fly

hail

born in the (bright) sky

quickly

to be eager (Perf. with Imperf. meaning)
short form of Partc. of pepovévat
swift (Epic fem. okéa)

near

And concerning the mutilation of the statues and the laying

of information, just as I promised you (pl.), so too I shall do.

mutilation
statue
laying of information

to promise (to someone)

TEPLKOTT, -iS, 1)
avdbnua, -atos, T6
HAVUOLS, -€0S, 1)
vmioxvetodat (+ Dat.)
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