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Air Vice-Marshal John Blackburn AO (retired)
Institute for Integrated Economic Research, Australia
John Blackburn is a leading Australian strategist. He has most recently
been deputy chairman of both the Kokoda and Williams foundations
where he has led key efforts to reshape Australian and allied thinking about
defence transformation appropriate to the evolving strategic environment.
He joined the Royal Australian Air Force in 1975. In 1996 he was promoted
and appointed to command No. 41 Wing, which put him in charge of
all military air defence radar/C2 and surveillance units and all military air
traffic control. His later appointments included director general of policy
and plans in Air Force Headquarters, and director general of military
strategy in Defence Headquarters. On promotion to air vice-marshal
in 2002, he became head of strategic policy for defence. In this latter
position, he was responsible for the development of Australian Defence
Force (ADF) strategic policy and led the development of the Defence
Joint Vision, the Future War Fighting Concept and the Network-Centric
Warfare Concept and Roadmap for the ADF.
Dr Elizabeth Buchanan
Deakin University, Canberra
Elizabeth Buchanan is Lecturer of Strategic Studies with Deakin University
for the Defence and Strategic Studies Course (DSSC) at the Australian War
College. Elizabeth is a Non-Resident Fellow at the Modern War Institute
at West Point Military Academy and is the inaugural Co-Director of the
Modern War Institute’s Polar Security Research Initiative—Project 6633.
She holds a PhD in Russian Arctic strategy from The Australian National
University. She was the Visiting Maritime Fellow at the NATO Defense
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College in Rome focusing on Arctic geopolitics, has been a Visiting
Scholar with the Brookings Institution and has work experience in the
global oil sector.
Associate Professor Stephen Fortescue
University of New South Wales
Stephen Fortescue gained a PhD in Soviet politics from The Australian
National University (ANU) in 1977. He worked in Soviet-related
business from 1977 to 1981. Later, he held research positions at ANU
(1981–84) and the University of Birmingham (1985–86). He took
up an academic post at the University of New South Wales (UNSW),
Sydney, in 1987, and remained there until his retirement in 2013. He is
Honorary Associate Professor, School of Social Sciences, UNSW, and
Visiting Fellow, Centre for European Studies, ANU. His current research
interests include Russian policymaking processes, policy related to the
Russian Far East, and commercial engagement with the Asia-Pacific
and Russian industry policy.
Professor Jakub M. Godzimirski
Norwegian Institute of International Affairs
Jakub M. Godzimirski has been working on Russian foreign and security
policy issues at the Norwegian Institute of International Affairs for more
than 20 years, paying special attention to the role of energy resources
in Russian grand strategy. In addition, he also has worked on European
policy and its impact on developments in Central and Eastern Europe,
including relations with Russia.
Shoichi Itoh
Institute of Energy Economics, Japan
Shoichi Itoh is a senior analyst and manager at the Institute of Energy
Economics, Japan. He has extensive expertise in global energy markets
and geopolitics, and is a frequent speaker on energy security around
the world. He held visiting fellowships at the Center for Strategic and
International Studies in 2010, at the Brookings Institution in 2009 and at
the Monterey Institute of International Studies in 2006. He also served
at the Consulate General of Japan in Khabarovsk as political and economic
attaché in 2000–03. He earned masters degrees at the University of London
and the University of Tsukuba. Itoh has spearheaded a variety of policy
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projects, particularly on the US–Japan alliance, and has published widely
on international relations and energy links among Japan, China, Russia
and the US.
Professor Keun-Wook Paik
Independent Researcher and Consultant
Keun-Wook Paik is an acknowledged authority on Eurasian energy,
in particular on Sino-Russian oil and gas cooperation, China’s natural
gas industry and Democratic People’s Republic of Korea’s offshore oil
exploration. He is the author of Sino-Russian Oil and Gas Cooperation:
The Reality and Implications (Oxford University Press, 2012). Paik was
previously an Associate Fellow of the Energy, Environment and Resources
program at Chatham House. He was a senior research fellow at the Oxford
Institute for Energy Studies. He is also an Adjunct Professor at Yonsei-Seri
EU Centre under the Institute of East and West Studies, Yonsei University,
and the University of Jilin. He was an Adjunct Professor at China University
of Petroleum (Beijing). During the last two decades, he has been advising
energy-related institutions in Russia, China, Korea, Japan and the US, as
well as the UN, with regard to the geopolitics of pipeline development
in North-East Asia, China’s natural gas expansion, and the Democratic
Republic of Korea’s oil exploration and development issues.
Associate Professor Tatiana Romanova
Saint Petersburg State University, Russia
Tatiana Romanova holds a PhD from Saint Petersburg State University
and an MA from the College of Europe, Brugge. She is an Associate
Professor at Saint Petersburg State University and at Higher School of
Economics, Moscow. Director of the Jean Monnet Centre of Excellence,
she holds the Jean Monnet Chair. Her research interests include EU–
Russian economic, legal and political relations, normative competition,
resilience, legal approximation, sanctions, energy markets and security,
Russian foreign policy, EU institutions and decision-making.
Professor Peter Rutland
Wesleyan University, Connecticut
Peter Rutland works on contemporary Russian politics and political
economy, with a side interest in nationalism. Recent articles cover topics
such as Russian ‘soft power’, the structure of the Russian elite, and Russia’s
performance in science and technology. He blogs about nationalism
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around the world at Nationalism Watch, and is currently working on the
project ‘Visualizing the Nation’, which explores how political nationalism
has expressed itself through visual media—film, television and the
internet. He has taught at Wesleyan since 1989. Before that he taught
at the University of Texas at Austin, and at the University of York and
London University in the UK. He has a BA from Oxford and a DPhil
from York. He has also been a visiting professor at Columbia University,
and is an associate of the Davis Center for Russian and Eurasian Studies at
Harvard University.
Dr Maria Shagina
University of Zurich, Switzerland
Maria Shagina is a CEES Postdoctoral Fellow at the Center for Eastern
European Studies at the University of Zurich. She is currently affiliated
with the Geneva International Sanctions Network. As a political risk
analyst for Global Risk Insights, she covered energy politics and sanctions
in post-Soviet countries. Previously, she was a JSPS Postdoctoral Fellow at
Ritsumeikan University and a Visiting Fellow at the Centre for Russian,
European and Eurasian Studies, University of Birmingham. She holds a
PhD in Political Science from the University of Lucerne, Switzerland.
Dr Morena Skalamera
Leiden University, Netherlands
Morena Skalamera is Assistant Professor of Russian and International
Studies at Leiden University. She teaches courses in international political
economy, with a regional focus on Russia and Eurasia. Her research interests
include Eurasian, Russian and post-Soviet politics, and the geopolitics
of energy in Eurasia. She has conducted extensive field research in postSoviet Eurasia, especially in Russia, Central Asia and Turkey. Her current
writings focus on issues of identity politics, exploring the interplay between
international and domestic factors in policymaking, and contemporary
state–market relations, with a focus on energy policy dynamics in Russia
and Central Asia. She is currently working on a manuscript that examines
how energy firms have shaped the energy relationship between Russia and
Europe and the energy strategies of the former Soviet states.
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