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About the Australia–
India Council

The Australia–India Council (AIC) was established on 21 May 1992 
in response to a recommendation by the Senate Standing Committee on 
Foreign Affairs, Defence and Trade, following an inquiry into Australia’s 
relations with India.

The AIC’s purpose is to broaden the relationship between Australia and 
India by encouraging and supporting contacts and increasing levels 
of knowledge and understanding between the peoples and institutions of 
the two countries. The council initiates or supports a range of activities 
designed to promote a greater awareness of Australia in India and a greater 
awareness of India in Australia, including visits and exchanges between 
the two countries, development of institutional links and support of 
studies in each country of the other. The council offers support, in the 
form of funding, for projects likely to contribute to the development 
of the relationship, within the context of AIC objectives and guidelines.

By initiating and supporting a range of activities that have put it on the 
map, the council has played a recognised and respected role in promoting 
the relationship between Australia and India. It has informed and 
educated Australians about India, and it has informed persons interested 
in the bilateral relationship about the way it is developing. It has furthered 
the Australian Government’s foreign policy and trade objectives and added 
value to Australia–India relations.



This text is taken from Twenty K.R. Narayanan Orations: Essays by 
Eminent Persons on the Rapidly Transforming Indian Economy, 
edited by Raghbendra Jha, published 2021 by ANU Press, 
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