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Appendix 2: Higher degree 
students supervised by 
John Wanna 1983–2020

Year Student Higher degree 
research program

Main topic

Higher degree students (Masters) at Canterbury and Griffith Universities

1984 Phillip Cheyne Univ Cant MPhil Administrative policies in 
New Zealand

1988 Yvonne Bain Griffith Univ MPhil Postwar compulsory education 
policy in Australia

1989 Alan Forbes Griffith Univ MAdmin Industrial planning for the 
cement industry

1991 Peter Graham Griffith Univ MPhil The Australia Card – A case 
study

1991 Chris Case Griffith Univ MAdmin Deductible gift recipient 
funding for health services

1991 Annette P Hogan Griffith Univ MAdmin Devolved public management 
in public rehabilitation services

1993 Judith Robb Griffith Univ MAdmin Program management 
in health

1994 Michael Lord Griffith Univ MAdmin Agricultural research funding 
policy in government

1994 Deidre Baker Griffith Univ MAdmin Implementing vocational 
education policies

1994 Mark McDonnell Griffith Univ MBA Funding government nursing 
homes

1994 Geoffrey Murphy Griffith Univ MBA A more productive detective 
in policing

1995 Rochelle Jesser Griffith Univ MAdmin Industrial regional development 
in Queensland
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Year Student Higher degree 
research program

Main topic

1996 Karalise Goodwin Griffith Univ MAdmin Equity and accountability 
policies in the Queensland 
Public Service

1996 Daniel Baldwin Griffith Univ MAdmin Prison policies towards sex 
offenders

1997 Patricia Roche Griffith Univ MAdmin Parliamentary ethics policies 
and practices (pecuniary 
interests)

1997 Geoffrey Carpenter Griffith Univ MAdmin Performance benchmarking 
in public agencies

1997 Paul Woodward Griffith Univ MAdmin Regionalisation in the 
Queensland public sector

1999 Tony Wade Griffith Univ MAdmin Accountability in Meals 
on Wheels

1999 Bob Shead Griffith Univ MBA Implementing accrual 
budgeting in Australia

2001 Brett Schimming Griffith Univ MAdmin Strategic leadership in 
organisations

2002 Karen Struthers Griffith Univ MAdmin Public–private partnerships 
in state government schools

Higher degree students (PhD) Griffith University

1991 Stephen Bell Griffith Univ PhD Manufacturing and the state

1991 Brian Roper Griffith Univ PhD Political economy of 
New Zealand

1993 Neal Ryan Griffith Univ PhD Implementation of technology

1995 Christine Ryan Griffith Univ PhD Accrual accounting 
in government

1995 Peter Backhouse Griffith/Adelaide 
Univs PhD

Doctors and governments 
in delivering health policy

1996 Debra Harker Griffith Univ PhD Self-regulation in advertising

1998 John Pragasam Griffith Univ PhD Accountancy issues and 
efficacy in the public sector

2000 Xandra Flach Griffith Univ PhD Labor’s factions in Queensland

2001 Kai-Chee Cheung Griffith Univ PhD Budgeting in Chinese 
governments

2001 Joanne Kelly Griffith Univ PhD Comparative budgeting and 
expenditure control

2002 Geoff Allen Griffith Univ PhD History of public service 
efficiency drives

2002 Edward Cruz Griffith Univ PhD Economic policy
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research program

Main topic

2003 Ashley Lavelle Griffith Univ PhD Federal Labor in opposition

2004 Scott Prasser Griffith Univ PhD Royal commissions

2004 Geoff Edwards Griffith Univ PhD Public policy and leadership

2005 Alex Gash Griffith Univ PhD Comparative state pensions 
schemes and rationing

2006 Brian Stephenson Griffith Univ PhD Vince Gair as Queensland 
Premier and senator

2010 Tracey Arklay Griffith Univ PhD Arthur Fadden as PM

2011 Suzanne Lawson Griffith Univ PhD Place management and spatial 
targeting in service delivery

2013 Mary-Ann 
McQuestin

Griffith Univ PhD Federal financial arrangements 
under Rudd

Higher degree students (PhD) at The Australian National University (ANU)

2006 James Matthews ANU PhD Executive management and 
Senate scrutiny of legislation

2007 Chris Beer ANU PhD Urban planning for 
communities

2008 Stewart Ashe ANU PhD Defence policies

2010 Alison Procter 
(Oakleigh)

ANU PhD Not-for-profits working 
for governments

2011 Robyn Hardy ANU PhD Cost-shifting in Australia

2012 Karen Tindall ANU PhD Consular services overseas

2012 Christopher Vas ANU PhD Public service adaptability

2012 Michael de Percy ANU PhD Introduction of broadband

2013 Harvey Whiteford ANU PhD Shaping national mental health 
strategies

2013 John Butcher ANU PhD Government compacts with 
NGO sector

2014 Adam Masters ANU PhD International partnerships: 
NGOs and policymaking

2014 James Low ANU PhD Singaporean public service 
executive training

2015 Marija Taflaga ANU PhD Opposition policymaking

2016 Tanja Porter ANU PhD Social media impacts on policy

2017 John Hawkins ANU PhD Treasurers and Treasury

2017 Tom King ANU MPhil Lifespans of minor political 
parties

2017 Ram Ghimire ANU PhD Nepalese public sector reform
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Year Student Higher degree 
research program

Main topic

2019 Val Barnett ANU PhD Deficiencies in the 
management of parliaments

2019 Isi Unikowski ANU PhD Intergovernmental 
administrative relations

2020 Stephen Darlington ANU PhD The outcomes of e-health 
initiatives in Australia, USA 
and UK

2020 Mansur Chisni ANU PhD Medium-term expenditure 
frameworks in East Asia

2020 Grant Douglas ANU PhD ICT fiascos in government 
payroll systems

Current higher degree students (PhD)

In progress Michael O’Toole ANU PhD Shared services models

In progress Robert McMahon ANU PhD Adaptive leadership in the 
public service

In progress Andrew Morgan ANU PhD Cost-benefits and rate of 
returns on public investments

In progress Joy Yabo Yan ANU PhD Primary care health policies

In progress Warren Thomson Bond Univ PhD Major party responses to minor 
parties

In progress Ann Hogan Griffith Univ PhD Biography of Tom Burns – 
Labor politician
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