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INTRODUCTION — The Year of Crisis
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the-earliest-days-of-the-pandemic
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稳疆文化润疆富民兴疆长期建疆 努力建设新时代中国特色社会主义新疆, Xinhuanet, 26 September 
2020, online at: http://www.xinhuanet.com/politics/leaders/2020-09/26/c_1126544371.
htm
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China's Growing Role in the World’, Human Rights Watch, 14 September 2020, online at: 
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/09/14/chinas-influence-global-human-rights-system#
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online at: https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2021/03/15/the-rise-of-made-in-china-
diplomacy

7.	 	 See Ray Huang, 1587, A Year of No Significance: The Ming Dynasty in Decline, New Haven and 
London: Yale University Press, 1981, p.221.
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8.	 	 See Walter Benjamin, ‘Theses on the Philosophy of History’, Illuminations, trans. Harry Zohn, 
New York: Schocken Books, 1969, p.249.

9.	 	 See Sima Qian 司马迁, ‘Qinshihuang ben ji’ 秦始皇本纪, Shiji 史记, online at: https://ctext.org/
shiji/qin-shi-huang-ben-ji/ens

10.		 See Sun Guangxian 孙光宪, Bei Meng suoyan 北梦琐言, Zhonghua shuju 中华书局, 2002, 12.253.

11.		 Sarah Allen, The Shape of the Turtle: Myth, Art, and Cosmos in Early China, New York: State 
University of New York Press, 1991, pp.31–32.

CHAPTER 1 — The Construction of Political Superiority

1.	 	 See, for example, Lin Bin 林滨 and Zhen Bingchang 甄炳昌, ‘Socialist System Is Superior 
to Capitalist System’ 社会主义制度比资本主义制度优越, Academic Research, vol.4 (1979): 
59–60; Zhang Fujun 张福军, ‘Essential Elements of the Superiority of a Basic Socialist 
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5.	 	 Ibid. 

6.	 	 Chinese Communist Party News, Deng Xiaoping’s Opening Speech at the 12th National 
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8.	 	 Jiang Zemin, Jiang Zemin’s Report to the 14th National Congress of the CCP 江泽民在中国共
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FORUM — Masks and Wolves

Mask Diplomacy: Shifting the COVID-19 Narrative?
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