Adityas
apsarases
avataras
caranas
Daityas
Dinavas
gandharvas
guhyakas
gunas
kimnaras
kimpurusas
ksatriyas
kiismandas
mabat
Manus
Maruts
nagas
pisacas
Pramathas

raksasas

Glossary

deities descended from Aditi

semi-divine female beings

the physical manifestations of a deity in this world
a class of heavenly singers

demons descended from Diti

demons descended from Danu

semi-divine male beings

demons, similar to raksasas

the three constituent qualities of the universe
a class of semi-divine beings

a class of semi-divine beings

the community of warriors

a class of demons

the fundamental element, ‘greatness’
legendary rulers of the world

wind gods

semi-divine serpents

flesh-eating demons

a class of demons in the service of Siva

night-ranging demons
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samsara
siddhas

Sraddba
$adras

svayamovara

vaisyas
Vasus
vidyadhara
Visvas

yaksas

the cycle of life, death and rebirth

highly accomplished seers with semi-divine powers
a ritual to sustain deceased relatives in the afterlife
the community of servants

a tournament of warriors at which a noblewoman
chooses a husband

the community of merchants and farmers
a class of deities

a class of semi-divine musicians

a class of deities

a class of semi-divine beings



This text is taken from 7he Visnu Purina: Ancient Annals of the God
with Lotus Eyes, translated from the Sanskrit by McComas Taylor,
published 2021 by ANU Press, The Australian National University,
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