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Appendix and data

Departments of economic history 
in Australia
The following outlines individual appointments within dedicated 
economic history departments at Australian universities, for the time 
that department existed. Keep in mind that many members of the field 
were never employed in a separate department, and many were appointed 
to a mix of economic history groups, parent disciplines and overseas 
throughout their career. The data also include short-term postdoctoral or 
visiting fellowships, if the fellow was included in the department’s annual 
report. It captures the movement, sometimes fleeting, of scholars in and 
out of economic history groups, but should not be read as the totality of 
the field or of any individual’s career.

Sources: Staff lists contained in the Commonwealth Universities Yearbook 
(CUY, as titled from 1958 onwards). The same publication has been titled 
The Yearbook of the Universities of the Commonwealth (1948–58) and The 
Yearbook of the Universities of the Empire (1914–47). I have utilised copies 
of the 1970–2008 editions held at the Macquarie University Library, and 
copies of the 1948–69 editions at the State Library of New South Wales. 
The CUY compiles information contained in individual university annual 
reports and yearbooks; these are held online or in university archives.

The Australian National University

What became The Australian National University (ANU) began as two 
separate institutions. Canberra University College (CUC) was established 
in 1930 as a branch of the University of Melbourne, and this became 
the School of General Studies (the ‘Faculties’). ‘ANU’, the research-only 
arm of the institution, was established in 1946. These research schools 
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then became the Institute of Advanced Studies, which was home to the 
Research School of Social Sciences (RSSS). The two institutions were 
amalgamated in 1960, which meant ANU had two departments of 
economic history – one in the Faculties and another in the RSSS. Herbert 
Burton was appointed professor of economic history at CUC in 1948, and 
was responsible for a small separate group from 1957 (this then became 
the Faculties department). Scholars who formed the RSSS department 
were drawn from the economics group.

In 1990, a restructure saw the RSSS department converted to the 
‘economic history program’ within the Politics and Economics Division. 
There was also the Economic History of South East Asia (ECHOSEA) 
project, which operated as a five-year strategic initiative in the Research 
School of Pacific Studies (RSPacS) at the same time. By 1998, the 
economic history program was down to a single staff member, and shortly 
after Snooks was merged into the economics group. The department in 
the Faculties existed relatively unchanged until 2000–01, at which point 
members either went to economics or to business groups.

Table 1: Economic history staff of ANU

Alford, Katrina A. RSSS 1985–87

Barnard, Alan RSSS 1962–88

Boot, H. M. ‘Mac’ Faculties 1970–2001

Bourke, P. F. RSSS 1989

Buck, A. R. Faculties 1988

Burton, Herbert Faculties 1957–65

Butlin, Noel G. RSSS 1962–85

Butlin, Sydney J. RSSS 1972–75

Cain, Neville G. Faculties; RSSS 1962–67; 1968–89

Cornish, Selwyn H. Faculties 1968–2001

Coward, D. H. RSSS 1977–82

Dobbs, S. J. Faculties 1992–94

Dowie, J. A. Faculties; RSSS 1965–66; 1969–70

Fleming, Grant Faculties 1994–96

Forster, Colin Faculties 1957–91

Gage, John E. S. Faculties 1969–96

Gerritsen, R. RSSS 1979–81

Glynn, Sean Faculties 1966–68



193

APPENDIX AND DATA

Grove, Richard H. RSSS 1993–96

Haig, Bryan D. RSSS 1963–72

Huff, W. G. RSPacS – ECHOSEA 1991

Hughes, D. L. Faculties 1989–96

Hutchings, R. F. D. RSSS 1963–67

Jackson, R. V. ‘Bob’ Faculties; RSSS 1969–90; 1992–93

Johnson, P. RSSS 1991

Joy, C. S. RSSS 1976

Maddock, Rod RSSS 1981–84

Magee, Gary RSSS 1996

Martina, Alan Faculties 1969–96

McLean, Ian W. RSSS 1981–82

Pincus, Jonathan J. RSSS 1972–85

Pope, David H. RSSS 1991–93

Reid, Anthony J. S. RSPacS – ECHOSEA 1991–95

Snooks, Graeme D. RSSS 1990–98

Stevens, F. S. RSSS 1965–68

Sullivan, E. Faculties 1993

Troy, Pat N. RSSS 1967–71

Tsokhas, Kosmas RSSS 1987–91

Tucker, Graham S. L. Faculties 1959–78

Tucker, K. A. RSSS 1973–77

van der Eng, Pierre RSPacS – ECHOSEA; Faculties 1992–93; 1994–2001

Ville, Simon P. Faculties 1991–2001

Withers, Glenn A. RSSS 1983–85

Flinders University

The Department of Economic History at Flinders was established in 
1970, with Seymour Broadbridge at the helm. Appointments to the new 
group were also new to the university, but the group was based within the 
economics faculty. The department closed in 1992, at which point the 
remaining members (Ralph Shlomowitz and Robin Haines) went to the 
history department.
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Table 2: Economic history staff of Flinders University

Broadbridge, Seymour A. 1970–71

Deng, Kent G. 1992

Haines, Robin F. 1992

Mein Smith, Philippa L. 1990–91

Pincus, Jonathan J. 1985–90

Richards, Eric S. 1971–74

Shlomowitz, Ralph 1975–92

Sinclair, W. A. ‘Gus’ 1973–82

Snooks, Graeme D. 1973–88

Vamplew, Wray 1976–92

La Trobe University

The Department of Economic History at La Trobe was established late, 
and it was very short-lived. Before and after the department, scholars 
worked in the economics group.

Table 3: Economic history staff of La Trobe University

Anderson, J. L. 1990–92

Frost, Lionel E. 1990–92

Jones, Eric L. 1990–92

White, Colin 1990–92

University of Melbourne

The University of Melbourne economic history department was 
established in 1947. Before the department, economic historians such 
as Edgars Dunsdorfs were in commerce and economics groups. Herbert 
Burton had held joint appointments between the faculties of Arts and 
Commerce since 1930, and was appointed head of the new economic 
history department in 1947. The department transformed into ‘Business 
Development and Corporate History’ in 1995, and scholars were merged 
with the Department of Management in 1998.
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Table 4: Economic history staff of University of Melbourne

Alford, Katrina A. 1991–94

Ali, C. I. 1981–83

Bain, N. 1960

Beever, E. Alan 1958–88

Blainey, Geoffrey 1959–75

Burton, Herbert 1947

Cairns, James F. ‘Jim’ 1947–54

Carter, Benita 1977

Chernick, S. 1951–53

Clarkson, L. A. 1958–60

Dick, Howard W. 1995

Dunsdorfs, Edgars 1948–69

Egerton, R. A. 1947–49

Fogarty, John P. 1969–88

Forde, D. G. 1973–74

Forster, Colin 1956

Freeman, Richard D. 1963–72

Hancock, Keith J. 1956

Harper, Marjorie (nee Ronaldson) 1948–56; 1975–89

Hodgart, Allan W. 1971–75

Hutchinson, Diane 1986–89

Killip, J. H. 1958–61; 1989–90

Kolko, G. 1961

Kotono, Takashi 1961–67

La Nauze, John A. 1949–54

Macneil, I. P. 1958–60

Maitland, Elizabeth 1995

Merrett, David T. 1990–95

Middleman, Raoul 1964–74

Mitchell, Anne McK. 1949

Morgan, Stephen L. 1994–95

Nicholas, Stephen J. 1993–95

Oxley, Deborah 1990–93

Parsons, T. G. 1968–69

Rangnekar, D. K. 1958
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Remenyi, Joseph 1970–72

Richardson, Peter G. L. 1985–87

Robertson, Paul L. 1976–90

Schedvin, C. Boris 1979–91

Schnierer, F. 1947–48

Seltzer, Andrew 1994–95

Sinclair, W. A. ‘Gus’ 1951–52; 1957–60

Sydenham, Diane M. 1990–93

Thompson, Allan G. 1961–94

Trace, Keith 1964–66

Tucker, Graham S. L. 1949–58

Vicziany, Antonia M. 1977–79

Whitwell, Greg J. 1982–95

Woodruff, William 1956–66

Monash University

The Monash economic history department was established in 1972. Prior 
to that, relevant scholars such as Sinclair, Dingle, Merrett and McCarty 
were appointed to the economics groups in the economics and politics 
(ECOPS) faculty. The department was closed in 1993, at which point 
scholars were merged with economics.

Table 5: Economic history staff of Monash University

Dingle, A. E. ‘Tony’ 1972–93

Gribble, I. A. 1977–78

McCarty, John W. 1972–93

Merrett, David T. 1972–89

Schedvin, C. Boris 1972–79

Spenceley, Geoffrey F. R. 1972–93

Sydenham, Diane M. 1979–82

Trace, Keith 1972–93

Vicziany, Antonia M. 1981–93



197

APPENDIX AND DATA

University of Sydney

A department was established at the University of Sydney within the 
economics faculty in 1970. Prior to the department, economic historians 
worked in the economics faculty in dedicated economic history positions. 
The economic history department operated until 2003, at which point the 
remaining three members went their separate ways – Aldrich to history, 
Hutchinson to economics and Tipton to business.

Table 6: Economic history staff of University of Sydney

Aldcroft, Derek H. 1973–75

Aldrich, Robert 1982–2003

Allen, M. 1991–93

Buckley, Ken D. 1970–86

Drabble, John H. 1974–93

Ginswick, Jules 1970–79

Hall, P. K. 1970–88

Hutchinson, Diane 1989–2003

Jack, Sybil M. 1970–71

Koenig, Linda 1975–76

Rahim, Lily Z. 1996

Salsbury, Stephen M. 1976–98

Schedvin, C. Boris 1970–72

Tipton, F. Ben 1979–2003

Tucker, Barbara 1973–78

Wotherspoon, Garry C. 1974–98

University of New England

The UNE department was established within the newly formed Faculty of 
Economics in 1965. Prior to that, economic history subjects were taught 
within the economics group. After the closure of the department in 1998, 
members were reappointed to economics.

Table 7: Economic history staff of UNE

Abbott, Graham J. 1970–71

Attard, Bernard P. 1992–93

Boot, H. M. ‘Mac’ 1969
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Cage, R. A. 1975–98

Diehl, F. W. 1973–88

Falkus, Malcolm E. 1987–98

Fisher, S. A. 1982

Fitzgerald, Shirley H. 1986

Henning, Graydon R. 1973–98

Kaplan, Gisela T. 1988

Kaur, Amarjit 1990–98

Kitching, B. M. 1987–88

Lai, C.-K. 1992–94

Lloyd, A. Christopher 1975–96; 1986–98

McMichael, Phillip D. 1977–78

Morris-Suzuki, Teresa I. J. 1982–91

Neale, Ron S. 1965–85

Nichol, W. 1982

Purcell, W. R. 1979

van der Kraan, Alfons 1990–98

Whitehead, D. M. 1965–66

Wilkinson, J. 1992

University of New South Wales

The UNSW department was established in 1970–71. Prior to the 
department, relevant scholars were appointed to a mix of economics and 
history positions. The department was established within economics 
following the appointment of Gordon Rimmer to the chair. The 
department was closed in 1995–96, with the relevant scholars unilaterally 
folded into the economics group.

Table 8: Economic history staff of UNSW

Ambirajan, Srinivasa 1971–81

Blair, A. L. 1990

Clark, David L. 1971–96

Dunn, A. 1990

Dyster, Barrie D. 1974–96

Hendrischke, B. 1993–94

Inkster, Ian C. 1974–95
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Johnson, M. R. 1986–88

Meredith, David 1973–96

Nicholas, Stephen J. 1976–93

Nolan, P. H. 1976–77

Perkins, John A. 1971–96

Pope, David H. 1976–90

Rimmer, W. Gordon 1971–85

Shergold, Peter J. 1972–88

Sigel, Louis T. 1981–89

Oral history interviews
Table 9: Interviews conducted for this text’s research

Who Where When

Pat Troy In person, Canberra February 2015

Bob Gregory In person, Canberra February 2015

Selwyn Cornish In person, Canberra February 2015

David Merrett In person, Melbourne March 2015

Stuart Macintyre In person, Melbourne March 2015

Gus Sinclair In person, Melbourne March 2015

Geoffrey Blainey In person, Melbourne March 2015

Matthew Butlin In person, Melbourne March 2015

Alan Hall In person, Sydney June 2015

Ian McLean In person, Adelaide July 2015

Jonathan Pincus In person, Adelaide July 2015

Boris Schedvin Part 1: In person, Melbourne July 2015

Part 2: Virtually April 2017

Tony Dingle/Graeme Davison In person, Melbourne July 2015

Rod Maddock In person, Melbourne December 2015

Bob Jackson In person, Canberra March 2016

Peter Shergold In person, Sydney March 2016

Pamela Statham Virtually April 2016

Stephen Nicholas Part 1: In person, Sydney April 2016

Part 2: Virtually October 2019

Diane Hutchinson In person, Sydney April 2016
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Who Where When

Mac Boot In person, Canberra April 2016

Greg Whitwell Part 1: Virtually March 2017

Part 2: Virtually April 2017

Christopher Lloyd Virtually June 2019

Monica Keneley Virtually July 2019

Tim Hatton Virtually September 2019

Glenn Withers In person, Canberra October 2019

Lionel Frost Virtually October 2019

Barrie Dyster In person, Blue Mountains January 2020

Deborah Oxley/David Meredith In person, Canberra February 2020

Simon Ville In person, Wollongong May 2020

Martin Shanahan Virtually June 2020

Katrina Alford Virtually June 2020

Source: Author’s summary of research.
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