Acknowledgements

The diverse combination of shared work that has gone into producing this
volume, as with the conference from which it derives, is aptly summarised in
the title. We would first like to acknowledge the blessing and support of the
National Government of Vanuatu and of the Vanuatu National Council of Chiefs,
and our appreciation of the Vanuatu National Cultural Council in allowing this
project to take place. We are especially grateful for the ongoing efforts of the
Vanuatu Cultural Centre and National Museum in sharing a growing wealth of
human, archival and other resources with all researchers, in continually driving
forward new, exciting and socially-relevant research projects, and in providing
the facilities required for hosting events such as the conference Afta 26 Yia,
from which this book originates. The conference was funded by the Australian
Research Council’s (ARC) Asia-Pacific Futures Research Network. During the
course of this project and the subsequent editing of the manuscript, John Taylor
has been first a postdoctoral fellow and then visiting fellow at the Gender
Relations Centre (ANU), and then Simon Research Fellow at the University of
Manchester, and received funding from the Wenner-Gren Foundation. Nick
Thieberger was an ARC Postdoctoral Fellow at the University of Melbourne,
Assistant Professor at the University of Hawai'i and an ARC QE2 Fellow at the
University of Melbourne.

In the production of this volume we are especially grateful to Margaret Jolly
and Stewart Firth. For her careful and sensitive copyediting, we thank Carolyn
Brewer. We thank all of the Vanuatu Cultural Centre staff members who
assisted the conference conveners, Nick Thieberger, John Taylor and Stephen
Zagala; especially former director Ralph Regenvanu, current director Marcelin
Abong, and Heneline Halele and colleagues for recording and transcribing the
conference proceedings. Likewise we thank Mary Patterson and Stephen Zagala
for their work in producing this manuscript. We applaud all of those conference
participants—mni-Vanuatu and foreign researchers, fieldworkers, dignitaries, and
all others who took part—who worked together so enthusiastically in producing
what turned out to be a most memorable event, and who in the majority of
cases travelled great distances to do so. While acknowledging and celebrating
what for some might appear an over-optimistic idealism, as expressed in the title
to this volume, we sincerely hope that the unique spirit of collaboration that
characterises Vanuatu’s research environment continues into the future.

xi



