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When I first started researching Canberra houses I was impressed by the level of 
interest the topic generated. Many people volunteered information and provided 
useful contacts. When I combined their recollections with my own primary 
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giant, mid-twentieth-century puzzle of Canberra’s history—whose components 
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and provided excellent photographs of the now-demolished Zwar House. The 
many lunchtime conversations that Lloyd Evans conducted with Otto Frankel—
all of which he recorded in note form and left in the Basser Library at the 
Australian Academy of Science—helped to fill in details of the Frankel houses.
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Canberra would not be what it is today—and neither would this book—
without its various national institutions, many of which brought the principal 
protagonists to the city. Fortunately, many of these same institutions now 
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who helped me in my searches. In particular, I would like to thank Rosanne 
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and Andrew Metcalf, who also provided information from his own records 
of Canberra architecture. Stephen Frith, current owner of the Frankel House, 
pointed out details of that house.
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