
cknowled ents 

The genesis of this book is an international conference on 'China 
at Fifty: power and responsibility' that we organised in November 
1999 in Canberra. We chose the occasion of the fiftieth anniversary 
of the founding of the People's Republic of China to bring a number 
of scholars from around the world to reflect on changes and the 
new orientation of Chinese foreign policy. Discussions and debates 
at and following the conference have further stimulated our 
interests in looking at how the international behaviour of the 
People's Republic of China has been increasingly shaped by China's 
understanding of its growing power and responsibility in 
international society. We would like to acknowledge the 
Department of International Relations, Research School of Pacific 
and Asian Studies at the Australian National University for providing 
funding and organisational support for that conference. 

This book would not have been possible without the active 
support and encouragement we have received from all contributors, 
who share strong belief in how our collective work can contribute 
in its own way to understanding China's sometimes erratic 
international behaviour. The publication of this book sees the fruition 
of our continuous conversation in the last two years. We would 
like to express our gratitude to all of them. 

Finally, we are grateful to Maree Tait and Matthew May, both at 
the Asia Pacific Press at the Australian National University, for their 
painstaking efforts to see our manuscript through to print. 

Yongjin Zhang and Greg Austin 

xi 




