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Yorta Yorta
2008 Use and Occupancy Map Survey
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The map survey was conducted by the Yorta Yorta Nation with the support of 
the Murray Lower Darling Rivers Indigenous Nations and the Murray-Darling 
Basin Commission.  This map biography is one of 66 that resulted from 
interviews conducted in Echuca, Barmah, Shepparton and Melbourne in 
February and March 2008.  The respondents mapped over 6,000 features for a 
study area encompassing the Barmah-Millewa Forests, the spiritual heartland 
of the Yorta Yorta Nation.  Containing the world's largest River Red Gum 
ecosystem, these forests are one of six icon sites located in the Murray-Darling 
Basin and have been listed as Ramsar Sites.  The information depicted on this 
map is only a sample of the respondent's use and occupancy of the area 
shown;  many respondents also stated that they have use and occupancy for 
other parts of their traditional country.  The creation and utilisation of 
additional use-and-occupancy maps in the future will further benefit the Yorta 
Yorta Nation.
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