Appendix Two: ‘Cumeroogunga
Story of Its Early Days,

Mission

Tribute to Teacher’

TmBUTE 40 TEACHER
Early ‘this year ‘there pzssed away
in the' Mooroopfia_ Hospital a man
who for -many .years. was schol tea-
cher at the Cumeroogunja Aboriginal
Misslon—Mr...T. ‘8.’ James.. ‘Littlé

hhich lan) o
 private’ property.”
ot cottages and: scl >

Iy ’
tendent nppolnted by the, ‘Aborxgines'

Protection Association .in Sydney.

Mr Janies continued as teacher of
the school and it is noteworthy that
of all the Mission workers who have -

beendengaged from time to time Mr

James had the longest unbroken line.

of- servlce—from 1881 until

reference to hig Ilite and’ chmacter’ Bt

1appeareﬂ gt. the. time. AThe-.Rey J.’

iria . district”’ should 'not. he:: “entirely
ttbrgonen ‘and’ ‘e - has’ tonyalded Lo.
! us.a. persotial - t.ribute ;

' ~Mord than 60 years ago M- \Imlh
€W§ -was .one". of his. earlleqﬁ schoiars..
Mr Matthews . subsequently . had ex-,
‘periences in education -iir- Melrourrie,
i Adelaide, London and Canada ‘where
i he was ordained to the ministry of
the Canadian "church. With -grati-
tude he pays a tribute to his “earliest
. teacher, who laid the truest and finest
foundation” and speaks of'him s “a
teacher unsurpassed anywhere,” and,
he' centinwes: - “There was " pothing
+to regret in those early iessons¥impar-
ted in the public school™ on what was
then known as the Mologa Mission
and which had been founded by M¢
Matthews’ parents in 1874. Although
-nearly all the children were abhorig-
inals the standard .of instructicn was
equal to-or above-that of ‘the average
NSW school and that, Mr Matthews
-says. was due to the character and
ability of Mr James.

K, Matthews now llvmg at. Pnyn }\am.
1]

~where! you first- introdiced- nfe ‘into |
‘this. glorious. work.: I am pleased to -

]4:11 with ahout SO or 1.0

ple. -“We - ghall; camp;” at - Brighton,

Beach the never-toihe-

or go' ten spo

find from: your own Ietter. as;well asg .
from ‘other sources, that: the ‘Lord is.
wonderfully blessikig. your tour’ ‘and
that ere long the work will he- pliced '

on a systematic hasis. for the wel- -

fare of our much neglected -\bongm-

.es. Do come ghd see us at Brighton.”

With (‘hnsuan -love “ete., Thos, 8.
James,” ’
Memories :
Xe«nﬂ Irave passed, .the Rev J. K.
Matthews writés. After a lapse of |
over 30 years 'l had the pleasure of
meeting Mr and Mrs James again in
Fitzroy, Melbourne where they were
living after his retirement from the
school _at  Cumeroogunjn.—He- wrote
me a beautiful letter later. In Nov-
ember 1943 I had occasion to visit
Canberra War Cemetery where my
second son, Sq.-ldr. Daniel K. Mat-

»

The late Thomas Shadrack Jamos
was born in Mauritius in 1839,  His
father was cf Indian birth and spoke
the Tamil language, TEkomos. how-
ever, with the aid of an Zneiish dic-
tionary and the story of *“Robinson
Crusoe” learnt English. As a young
man he left home and landed in Tas.
mania, where he became a tcacher.
Later he went to Melbourne and ar
oused the interest of a merchant,
Mr Crosby, who was interested in the
mission station and who, when Mr
Matthews visited Melbourne and cen
,ducted a holiday camp for 25 aborig-
ines at "Brighton Beach, hrought Mr
James into contact with him. The
result was that Mr James offered to
assist in the mission work without
remuneration. At the mission sta-
tion in 1881 he hecame a great help-
er in the Sunday School. He formed

tha firat ahavieinal ariclar alnh and

“

thews of the RAAF. is bhuried, having
lost his life in an aireraft aceident in
NSW. and on my return journey I
visited Echuca and the home scenes
of my childhood. Through the kind-

ness of Mr Payne I was able to go.

to Cumeroogunja and in a meeting
spoke to the people in the d'd school
house in which I was born and in
which Mr and Mrs James were mar-
ried, the first Mission home. The
following day we motored to Shep
parton and in the home of hiz dauzh-
ter, Mrs Murray, Mr James and [—
teacher and scholar of 60 yeuars past--
had our last, long talk—memories of
the old times. rich and raro. 1 have
now by me, one ot the b SEHER
m my book-shelves. a p I receiv.
ed from him when 1 of age in
which is written in his beautitul hand

writing “John Kerr Ma
ENP

on Pnhlice Qohant

321



322

Dharmalan Dana

/fl’e Tamil language, Thomas, how
ever, with the aid of an Xneiish dic-
tionary and the story of “‘Robinson
Crusoe” learnt English. As a young
man he left home and landed in Tas:
mania, where he became a tcacher.
l.ater he went to Melbourne and ar
oused the interest of a merchant,
Mr Crosby, who was interested in the
mission station and who, when Mr
Matthews visited Melbourne and con
ducted a holiday camp for 25 aborig
ines at ‘Brighton Beach, brought Mr
James into contact with him. The
result was that Mr James offered to
assist in the mission work without
remuneration. At the mission sta-
tion in 1881 he ‘hecame a great help-
er in the Sunday School. He formed
the first aboriginal cricket club and
also preached. [.ater in - the year
the mission school bhecame a publie
school under the New South Wales
Education Department with Mr James
as teacher at £168 per annum. In
a remaikable religious revival.
which began in 1884 and continued
for several years. he and several of
the natives conducted evangelistic
services in the neighborhood.

The foregoing biographicil notes
are from the diary of the Rev J. K.
Matthews’ father upon which the
following interesting
hased:— .
Tribute to - Aboriginal Childrég 2and

items are also

SR —

L e ey .
visited Echuca and the home scenes
of my childhood. Throuzh the kind-
ness of Mr Payne I was able to go.
to Cumeroogunja and in a moeting
spoke to the people in the d:d school
house in which I was born and in
whicy Mr and Mrs James were mar-
vied, the first Mission home. The
following day we motored to Shen
parton and in the home of hiz dauzh-
ter. Mrs Murray, Mr James and [—
teacher and scholar of 60 yveuars pasi--
had our last, long talk-—memorics of
the old times. rich and rure. i have
now by me, ane ol the Lest 4reasures
momy hook-shelves. a prize | receiv-
ed from him when 121 yvears of aze in
which is written in his beautitul hand
writing “John Kerr Matthews, Malo-
2a Puhiie School, Znd Jan, 1sss, T,
SO0 s titled: England’s Hero
and  Christian  Soldier; the- lit¢ of
General Gordon” whose tragic end
SiXty years ago is now hein: vemem-
bered. The book looks asx heautiful
| @s when I received it 58 yeurs awo.
Mrs James died about foui years
ago. She and Mr James had o Tamily
of five daughters and three -an< two
of whom died in infancy. The last
vears of his life Mr James resided
with his daughter (Mrs Murrayy at
Shepparton.  His body was laid to
rest in the cemetery ai Cumeroo-
zunja. the funeral service heing con.
L ducted by his nephew. Pa<ior Eddie

Their Teacher

A lady from England yvho vizited
Maloga writes to a religious journal
_in London about the school. “Althoaugh
i I have heen well acqua:nted with
Muller's Orphan Houses in Bristol and
the Homes of Dr. Barnmardo., 1 muist
) say I have never seen a school bet
I'ter conducted, or childpeM under more
thorough control thafl are thesz juv-
'enile aborigines under the judicious
|
]

management of Mr James. It is a
pleasure to me to visit this =chol
again and -again where the Topsys
and Andys of “Uncle Tom’'s Cabin”
are represented and to see how these
» volatile minds can he brought to con-
' centrate themselves on 7Teal, hard
‘'study, making achievements therein
«which would well compare with those
_of their more favored brgthers and
sisters in England. Their success in
mental arithmetic was starfiing.”
A Red Letter Day

On May 7th, 1885, it was recorded
that 16 new cottages were heing built
for the aborigines and a teacher's
house for Mr James; and on May
14th—*“This is a red letter day for
Maloga. Two marriages took place.
A minister (Rev Mr Johnstone) came
from Echuca to officiate. Great pre.,
parations wese made. Visitors and our
people were all smiles. One of the
most important unions that cver took
place at the Mission was to be cele-

LIS § .

Atkinson. We, who knew nhim. deeply
mourn his loss, but we look forward
to the glorious reunion with our Sav-
for and the redeemed.

RSL _ANE  COMMUNISTS

Discussion at Deniliquin

At a meeting of the Deniliquin
branch of the RSL, Mr L. ;. Donovan
on bhehalf of a member, questioned’
the President regarding the recent
(lecision of the RSL conference in Mel-
Lourne, ing for the resignation of
Communist ‘members. He said, “As
the Federal Government had not de-
clared the Communist Party an ille-
gal organisaticn, any man, be he
Liberal, Country Party, Labour. or
Communist was entitled to vote that
way at the bhallot box simply because
this was. a democracy.” = He asked
the. chairman if the member concern-
ed was named, would he withdraw
his badge?

The chairman said the RSL con-
ference in Victoria was oniy a State
affair and he would not commit him-
self until after the general confer
ence of all States in September.

Mr. J.. Bass then moved that the
discussion cease immediately as it




i Pleasure to me to visit this schol
| again and again where the Topsys
and Andys of “Uncle Tom's Cabin”
are represented and to see how these
s volatile minds can he brought to ccn-
' centrate themselves on real. hard
‘ study, making achievements therein
«which would well compare with those
of their more favored brqthers and
“sisters in England. Their success in
mental arithmetic was starfiing.”
A Red Letter Day
On May 7th, 1885, it was recorded
that 16 new cottages were being built
for the aborigines and a teacher's
house for Mr James; and on May
14th—*“This is a red letter day for
Maloga. Two marriages took place.
A minister (Rev Mr Johnstone) came
from Echuca to officiate. Great pre,
parations wese made. Visitors and our
people were all smiles. . One of the
- most important unions that cver took
place at the Mission was to be cele-
brated. Mr James, the teacher, was
to be married to Miss ‘Ada Cooper,
one of our earliest halt-casteﬂ\ﬁs‘?ﬁhi
girls, who had been a pupil. of he
affianced for several years. The old
meeting. house was crammed to its
fullest capacity, The service, a grave
and so.emn one, was ¢onducted grand
ly by the visiting clergyman. \Ada
looked well in her pretty dress Yind
bridal veHl with wreath of beautiful’
white flowers. The other wedding
was of Annagella and Edward’ Jdach-
im, .old members of, the Mission.
Mr James had provided .a real bride
cake, and everything else was' most

hecoming, and attractive to the taste.
Everyone arknowledged it -was most |
enjoyable, and some went so far as
to say we ought to have it oftener!
Bishop of Rlverina's Testimony
Many fine testlmonles of vlsitors’
were writtenr in a “Visitor's Book.”
The Bishop of Riverina wrote:—
"“*Heard some of: the elder scholars
read, ‘parse, and do mental arithme-
tic and was much pleased ‘at the in-
telligence shown, ‘and the thorough-
ness of the teaching.” -
: New Property Acquired
In 1888 A groat change took place
in the Misslon Station. Mr Matthows
-acquired from .the NSW Government

a ‘réserve of 1800 acres for the abor-
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At a meeting of the Deniliquin
branch of the RSL, Mr L. G. Donovan
on behalf of a member, questioned
the President regarding the recent
decision of the RSL conference in Mel-
Lourne, asking for the resignation of
Communist "'members. He said. “As
the Federal Government had not de-
clared the Communist Party an ille-
gal organisaticn, any man, be he
Liberal, Country Party, Labour. or
Communist was entitled to vote that
way at the ballot box simply because
this was. a democracy.” = He asked
the chairman if the member concern-
ed was named, would he withdraw
his bhadge?

The chairman said the RSL con-
ference in Victoria was oniy a State
affair and he would not com:mit him-
self until after the general conter-
ence of all States in September.

Mr. J.. Bass then moved that the
discussion cease immediately as it
was against the league rules to dis.
cuss politics at a meeting. If the dis-
cussion continued, he for one, would
walk out immediately.

When Mr Donovan questioned Mr
Bass, “Was the discussion at.the con-
ference in Melbourne out of order?®’
Mr Bass replied very emphatically in
the affirmative and said he still up-
he'd his earlier motion.

The motion was placed hefore tie
meeting and carried unanimousiy.

‘Mechanics’ Library.—

Following are additions to the Me-
chanics’ Institute Library: First Love
ILast Love, Mary Burchell: Put Oft
Thy Shoes, B, L. Voynich: The Tem
GCommandmenty, (ten short noveds
of Hitler's war against the moral
code);  Plantation Guns, Willlam
Macleod Raine; The Cat  Jumps,
Miles Burton; Kid Cyclone,” lester
Gregory; Of Many Men, James AM-
ridge; The Golden Hills., Dane tU.am-
der; Brides of Doom, Mary Richmond:
MurBder at Benfleet, Georgo Bettany;
A Bunch of Crooks, Roland Daxiel:
Plowing tho Arctie, . J. Tranter; Rad
In tho Morning, Darnford Yates; Ro-
mantie Fugltive, Sheiln Burns: l.on-
don Belongs to Me, Norman Collins;
Can 1 Go There?, A;r:ze Hepple.

‘Cumeroogunga Mission — Story of Its Early Days, Tribute to Teacher’.

Source: Echuca Historical Society.
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