
Songs of the Empty Place
The Memorial Poetry of the Foi of the

Southern Highlands Province of Papua New Guinea





Songs of the Empty Place
The Memorial Poetry of the Foi of the

Southern Highlands Province of Papua New Guinea

James F. Weiner and Don Niles

MONOGRAPHS IN 
ANTHROPOLOGY SERIES



Published by ANU Press 
The Australian National University 
Acton ACT 2601, Australia 
Email: anupress@anu.edu.au 
This title is also available online at http://press.anu.edu.au

National Library of Australia Cataloguing-in-Publication entry 

Creator:	 Weiner, James F., author.

Title:	 Songs of the empty place : the memorial poetry of the Foi

	 of the Southern Highlands Province of

	 Papua New Guinea / James Weiner and Don

	 Niles.

ISBN:	 9781925022223 (paperback) 9781925022230 (ebook)

Subjects:	 Foi (Papua New Guinean people)--Music.

	 Ethnomusicology--Papua New Guinea.

	 Folk music--Papua New Guinea.

	 Papua New Guinea--Songs and music.

Other Creators/Contributors:

	 Niles, Don, author.

Dewey Number:	 781.629912

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system 
or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying or otherwise, 
without the prior permission of the publisher.

Cover design and layout by ANU Press

Printed by Griffin Press

This edition © 2015 ANU Press



Contents

Acknowledgements	 vii

List of Illustrations	 ix

Preface: Singing the Earth in the Mubi Valley 	 xi

Introduction: Foi Songs and the Performance, Publication,  
and Poetry of Papua New Guinea Sung Traditions	 xv

Women’s Sago Songs (Obedobora)	 1

Men’s Songs (Sorohabora)	 33

Women’s Songs (Sorohabora)	 133

Photographs	 153

References	 165

Index of Performers	 183

List of Online Examples	 185


