Preface

In Australia’s foreign relations with Southeast Asia, the Association
of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) has been of significant interest
since its inauguration in 1967. Australia was the first country to
establish a formal multilateral relationship with ASEAN (in 1974) and
interactions have since expanded to include a wide range of dialogues
and cooperation.

This monograph has arisen from interests I developed in ASEAN and
Australian policies towards it in the aftermath of the wars in Indochina
and my work as a PhD student on Australia’s involvement in the war in
Vietnam. I first wrote about ASEAN and its significance for Australia
in the late 1970s. The work that follows seeks to contribute to the
subject by providing a concise history of the origins and evolution
of Australia’s multilateral relations with ASEAN since 1974.

In preparing this work, I was fortunate to have been a Visiting
Fellow in the Department of International Relations in the Coral Bell
School of Asia Pacific Affairs in the College of Asia and the Pacific
at The Australian National University. I want to express my great
appreciation to Bill Tow for supporting me as a Visiting Fellow and for
welcoming me as a guest in the department.

I would like to thank a number of people who have helped me greatly
in my work on ASEAN and Australia and in the preparation of this
manuscript. Anthony Milner and Graeme Dobell provided advice on
the project overall and gave me most valuable comments on the full draft
manuscript. I also benefited greatly from comments on the draft by
Stephen Henningham and from Allan Gyngell, Stephen Sherlock and
Carlyle Thayer on specific sections. For their help and advice during
my work on this project, I would also like to express my appreciation
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to Kavi Chongkittavorn, Ralf Emmers, Tim Huxley, Paul Kelly, Andrew
MaclIntyre, Christopher B. Roberts, Daljit Singh, Tan See Seng, Tang
Siew Mun, the late Barry Wain and Sally Percival Wood.

I want to express my special thanks to Mary-Louise Hickey in the
Department of International Relations for her extensive advice and
outstanding editorial contribution to the preparation and completion
of the manuscript. I also want to express my deep gratitude to my
brother-in-law Peter van der Vlies and to my friends for their support
and encouragement while I was preparing the project. T would
especially like to thank Andrew Chin, Minh Davis, Gayle Deel, Peter
and Umi Freeman, Susan Geason, Averil Ginn, Carol Kempner, Eleanor
Lawson, Cathy Madden, John Mandryk, Stephen O’Neill, Michael
Ong and Effi Tomaras.

I would like to dedicate this book to my late parents, Dr John Norbert
and Doreen Eveleen Frost.

Frank Frost
February 2016



This text is taken from Engaging the neighbours: Australia and
ASEAN since 1974, by Frank Frost, published 2016 by ANU Press,
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